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COAST EROSION.

The following important report on coast
erosion at Wicklow, was “ adeTP™ OF i, , ~ “
Pansing, town surveyor to the Urban Gounc
at t.heir monthly meeting on Tuesday.

Wicktow 15th" August, 1906. Dear Sir,-1 am
in receipt of your letter of 13th “ 4 '~ "he sea
me to make "a report with regard to the sea
erosion along the foreshore at Wicklow, to be
forwarded to the Royal Comnussion now sit-
tine and | beg to submit the following par
ticuiars, together with two maP®
r trust explain more clearly the lavages me
sea has mlde within the last 68 years with
that Dortion of the foreshore extending from
Clonmannon to the entrance to tne Wicklow
harbour, a distance of about two miles, but
more especially with reference to the sea front-
age along the townland of~fCorporation Mur-
rough forming an important part of the urban

diBeing°a Resident'of Wicklow for the Past 27
years, 1 have carefully noted the 2t f
sea; and although a considerable quantity ol
land has been eroded, | am convmced that had
not the harbour works (which "ere executed m
iRRP'i been carried out, most of the nortne

line ofquays and stores would have beenjwast
ed away by the encroachment of the sea. a
reference to the green line on the large plan
will show how faj this erosion had gone previ-
ous to the construction of the works referred

tOAlthough the building of the West Pier at
Wicklow harbour was the means of |av*ng the
South-east end of the Murrough, and accumu
lating the beach for nearly 1,000feet nort

the pier, still the erosion went on to an aiaim
ing extent further north, the sea engulfing
first a large stand-house where horse *aclng
used to be carried on some years ago, and
next beautiful villa formely used as public
“ calculating the extent of the erosion |
have taken as a basis the rf
ordnance maps published m 1838 a“d ,f®86i
speotively, comprising the areas of the tour
townlan/s bordering the sea k f(i
harbour and Clonmannon, and allowing tor
changes in the boundaries, the difference be-
S el nh e 20525 8688 ot Rhabled, ME 13 2
rive at fhe latter* extent of the.erosion,whuh
on reference to the annexed table, will De seen
amounts to 112 feet on the Corporation Mur-
rough since the year 1836, or over 11 aores of
land This is surely a serious matter, especi
ally where valuable house property exists on
the immediate coastline as in this ®as<i-,,

On Bolarney Murrough, where the Dublin
and Wicklow Manure Works are situated, the
sea coast erosion it will be seen “neartyas
bad as on Corporation Murrough. These worKs
comprise the chief manufacturing business of
Wicklow, and give employment to a large num-

b€Thef Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway,
although shifted inland some years ago, on
Corporation and Bolarney Murroughs, is still
in a precarious po'Sition; and the boundary
wall of the railway goods yard now stands
within 15 feet of the crumbling beach.

The Government has recently sanctioned a
free grant of £10,000 for foreshore protection
works along Corporation Murrough,.which it
is hoped will help to protect this portion of the
urban district from the further inroads of the
sea for some time at least. But although the
works are now in the hands of eminent en-
gineers and an efficient contractor, they are,
Fn “ny opinion, only tentative measures and
ample provisioA should tr, made by the Gov-
ernment for the upkeep 01 these works, as well
as for their future extension, so as to prevent
the destruction of that portion of Wicklow
town which forms its chief attraction for visit-

O1Quite recently Earl Fitzwilliam, at his own
expense, constructed a tramway connecting
th~rgoods branch of the Dublin, Wicklow, and
Wexford Railway with the <uayB- This wl]|
become useless if the goods yards be not save
from the further inroads of the sea.

The following is taken from a sub-leader m
the “Freeman's Journal” of 10th July, 1906.
‘““The case of Lowestoft and .its engineering
duel with the sea will be specially interesting
to the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway
Company, who are engaged in a similar con

test Some years ago the sea encroached to
such an alarming eStent that Lowestoft, as a
seaside resort, wa-=s practically doomed” Enor
mous damage had been done to the front, and
it appeared a huge task to attempt to stop the
invasion of the sea. Since 1896, when P*0*®8-
tive work was first commenced in earnest, the
amount spent on various schemes of sea ae
fence has been more than £67,000, a large pro-
portion of which was expended upon the con
struction of a substantial wall more than a
mile long, and groyned for the H olfctl°” g
the nort beach and denes. Theseworks
were immediately effective, but until two yeais
ago the position of the south front, with its
beach, esplanades, and valuable P’i’P®*"’
looked almost hopeless. The beach had near
ly disappeared, and every high tide made the
most serious inroads into the cliffs alld the
upper esplanade. The town council dealt
promptly with the situation and adopted a
costly and comprehensive scheme, m .which
groynes and a revetment were the principal
features. These have proved successful be-
yond all anticipations. The beach has m-
creased in area to an extraordinary extent, un-
til now there is on the south side of the town
a splendid expanse of sand.” A

This would appear to meet t-he engineering
difficulties, if there are any; but, of course,
the Wicklow Council,, for lack of funds, are un-
able to act as the Lowestoft Town Council
did.

Faithfully yours,
J. Pausing, A.M., Inst., C.E.l.

Town Surveyor; Member of the Incorporated
Association of Municipal and County
Engineers.

Table showing sea encroachment along
Wicklow Murrough.

Reduc-
Reduc- tion

ed pro

w’dh rata

Reduc- L’gth fr'mfr'm

ed of 1838 1838

area area area coast to to

Townland in 1838 in 1886 in 1886 line 1886 1906
a.r.p. ar.p. ar.p. ft ft.  ft.

MuCTOUgS.67 28 60031 7 117 2,960 108 153
Knockrobin _

Murrough 172 4 153 33 12711 800 85 120
Bolarney

Murrough

deducting

Island °f 3225 29025 31 19 2,030 72 102
Corporation

Murrough

including S.

part of Is-

land, East

Lake and

Garden " 7108 623 19 8 0 23 4,500 79 112

It was ordered that a copy of the foregoing
be forwarded to the Secretary of the Royal
Commission, and also that the Secretary be re-
quested to state when and where evidence

from Ireland will be taken by the Commis-
sion.

The Town Clerk also read the following

Royal Commission on Coast Erosion, Board
of Trade, Whitehall, S.W., August 30th, 1906.
Sir,—I am desired by the Royal Commission on
Coast Erosion to acknowledge the. receipt of
your letter, of the 27th instant, and in reply, to
request that you will state to the Wicklow
Urban, District Council that the Commission
are unable to state at present what arrange-
ments will be made for taking evidence from
witnesses in Ireland. The Commission propose
to hear evidence, in the first instance, from
English and Scottish witnesses, and they fear
that it will be some time before they reach the
Irish portion of the subject. If the Commis-
sion should decide to hear evidence from a
representative of the Urban District Council,
they will cause a further communication to be
addressed to you; in the meantime they will
be glad to be furnished with a statement of
the nature of the evidence which the Council
would propose to lay before them.—I am, sir,
your obedient servant,

C. H. Gkimshaw,
Secretary.
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