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W ICKLOW URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

STATEMENT OF LOANS RAISED AND OUTSTANDING SEPTEMBER, 1925.

GENERAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT BY FINANCE
COMMITTEE.

£ s d
Water and Sewers Period to ri«n 5 years 78 6 8
Harbour > q . 1673 12 3
Main Drainage i ]5 . 691 5 0
Housing, Murrough » 13 836 13 0
Electric Lighting Period 20 years £4800 0 O
Do. s 10 1600 0 0
Do. . 10 1032 0 0
Roads Improvement Period to run 7 years f@ 8) 2)
Foreshore Repairs 800 0O O
Total Loans 12511 16 11
Total Amount Corporation Stocks 35years 14750 0 O
Total Liabilities for Loans and Stocks £27261 16 11

The Council’s Authorised Borrowing Powers are only £23,000, so that at pre-
sent these have been exceeded by £4,261 16s. lid.

The amount due for the Annual Sinking Fund to redeem Corporation Stocks
(£252 16s.) was not invested from Revenue during the Financial Year ended 31st
March, 1925, and 110 provision was made for the present Financial Year to 3lst
March, 1926, leaving two years in all in arrear.

The present amount of Investments under this head is £395 18s. 5d. in 5 p.c.
War Loan Stock.

The average Annual Income (Nett) from the Corporate Estate is £970.

On 31st March, 1925, the amount due to the Council for Rentals on the Estate
was £1,666 8s. 8d., of which the arrears amounted to £785 15s. lid. A large
amount of these arrears were due for periods up to four years.

We are very much disturbed to note the great amount of latitude allowed to
certain Tenants, and this presents a serious problem as regards the Council’s Fin-
ances. From time to time it has been necessary to ask the Bankers for heavy
overdrafts in order to carry on the work of the Town, while at the same time very
large sums were due to the Council for both Rent and Rates.

' The Rateable Value of the Township is as follows :
For Poor Rate purposes £7218 6 0
For Town Rate purposes 6623 13 0
Land is charged at one—fourth.
Id. in the £ produces £26 12s.
W e understand that a very large sum is due to the Income Tax Commissioners
to meet which we appear to have no funds.
Also, our Law Agents Bill of Costs has not been presented for a long period,
and we anticipate the amount will be considerable when the statement is before us.

ELECTRICITY UNDERTAKING— ESTABLISHED OCTOBER, 1923.
Total Loans raised to date for this purpose £7432 0 O

To be repaid as follows :
£4,800 Loan to be liquidated by 40 Half-yearly Instal-

ments of £120 per annum £240 0 O
£1,600 Loan by 20 half-yearly amounts of £80 perannum 160 0 O
£1,032 Loan by 20 half-yearly amounts of £51 12s.perannum 10300
Total Annual Payments on Principal Account £503 0 O

The Interest to be paid will average about £300 per annum for the first few
years, decreasing as the Principal is being paid off, thus Principal and Interest will
average £800 per annum as a first claim on the Receipts of the Undertaking.

The Accounts as presented to us for consideration dated from the inception
of the Scheme (October, 1923) to the 31 st March, 1925, and the gross totals were
the following :

Working Expenses, including Interest on Capital and one

half-year’s Principal on £6,400 only £1,207 15 3
Receipts £1049 16 4
Outstanding 31/3/°25 286 7 5

——————— 1,336 4 9

Credit Balance £128 8 6

Of the amount entered as Working expenses, the Interest paid and one half-
year’s Instalment on £6,400 Loan (the £1,032 Loan was raised after the 31st March,
1925) accounted for £680 4s. Id.

There are at present (Sept.) 125 Consumers connected to the Council’s supply
mains.

The Urban Council have 63 Public Lights in use, for which £200 per annum is
paid from the Rates to the Electricity Department.

The Harbour Board have 10 Quay Lights in use, for the lighting of which £00
per annum is paid to the U.D.C. Electricity Dept.

Our view's on the conduct of this Department are set out in our General Re-
commendations under the heading of Electricity.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

The business of the Council is carried on by the following Officials, and the Sal-
aries paid to them at present are noted with each :

Tow,, Clerk__£275 per annum as such, with £25 per annum for the office of
Executive Sanitary Officer, £12 10s. of which is refunded by the Government.

Corporate Estate Agent—5 p.s. Commission is paid to this Official on gross
amount of Rental, averaging £60 per annum.

Town Rate Collector— Held by the Corporate Estate Agent. Commission, 9d.
in £ of Rates collected. .o . A

Poor Rate Collector— Commission at 5 p.e. (Is. in £) of Kate collected.

Waterworks Overseer— Salary and Bonus, £189 16s. per annum, with allow-
ance of 5 tons of Coal and free Cottage.

Electrical Engineer— £4 per week.

Electrical Engineer’s Apprentice— 12s. per week, rising to 25s. per week in
three years. s

Town Sergeant and Sanitary Sub—Officer—Held by one official. Salaries and
Bonus, £153 8s. per annum, with allowance for uniform.

In addition to the above Officials, five men are employed for purpose of scav-
enging and road maintenance at 42s. per week each, and 24s. per week is paid for
the use of a Horse and Cart.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS.

In order that the business of the Township may be more efficiently carried out.
we make the following general recommendations :

=

That the Government be asked to define the exact position of the Council
with regard to the Borrowing Powers with a view to preventing these
Powers being increased, and we suggest that when the redemption funds
ha\e w'iped out the already overdrawn sum of £4,261 the total borrowing
powers as originally authorised shall be the maximum to be allowed in
the future, namely, £23,000.

2. We recommend that the Office of Town Sergeant and S.S.0. as at present
held shall be abolished and that the new appointment necessary for an
S.S.0. shall be at Statutory Salary only.

3. We recommend the Council to grant no further Increases of Salarv to any
Official of the Board, but that Salaries be fixed as follows :
Town Clerk and Executive Sanitary Officer, £300 per annum in all.
Waterworks Overseer, £180 per annum with existing allowances for
Cottage and Coal.
S.S.0. and Town Sergeant, £135 per annum until termination of ap-
pointment as per recommendation No. 2.

4. We recommend a practical Engineer be appointed at a salary of £50 per
annum to supervise all necessary Road Work, Waterworks and Electricity
Department. Exact duties to be defined later.

5. We recommend that the Offices as at present held for the purpose of Cor-
porate Estate Agency, Town Rate Collecting and Poor Rate Collecting be
abolished and that these three duties be combined in the appointment of a
permanent wliole—time Official to be styled Assistant Town Clerk and that
all Corporate Rentals be paid in by Tenants at the Town Hall Office in
addition to lioth Poor Rates and Town Rates and that no house to house
collecting be carried on in future. Particulars of this change to be
printed on all Demand Notes and Rent Accounts issued after the date of
this change.

Also, that all accounts payable for Electricity supplied shall be issued
from and be only payable at the Town Hall. Further, that these
Electricity Accounts shall be strictly collected within the three months
of date of issue and no Arrears shall be allowed on any condition what-
ever.

The Salary we recommend for this Assistant Town Clerk shall be £180 per
annum, rising by £5 per annum to a maximum of £200, subject to
proof of efficiency.

6. We recommend that our Waterworks Overseer and Electrical Engineer, be-
ing whole—time Officials, shall not be allowed to engage in any private
work. That all work required by Consumers of Water and Electricity
shall be done by our Officers on behalf of the Council, who will furnish
Estimates on application and receive payment for work done through the
Town Hall Office only.

7. We recommend that duplicate keys of the Electric Power House be lodged
in the Town Hall.

8. WTe recommend that the Public Lighting Costs be re—estimated and submit-
ted to the Finance Committee, as we consider £200 per annum excessive
for the Lighting of the Township Roads.

9. We recommend that the system of accounts kept for the Electricity De-—
—partment shall include a Materials’ Stock Book in duplicate; one copy
shall be kept in the Town Clerk’s Office and Stock shall be taken Quar-
terly.

Also, that a separate Banking Ac count be kept for dealing with all monies
of the Electricity Undertaking.

10. As laid down in recommendation No. 5, the furnishing of all Electricity
Accounts and receipts of paymen ts shall be through the Town Hall Office.

11. We recommend that the Corporation Lands be sold to occupying tenants
through the Land Commission provided always that the prices realised
shall be sufficient to ensure that the Council shall receive a Nett Income
equal to the present amount received. Should investigation prove that
any reduction on Income would result from this proposal, the matter shall
be deferred.

12. We recommend that the Rathdrum and Wicklow Joint Burial Board be
asked to effect an immediate economy in Expenditure. The Demands
made by this body on the Council are increasing year by year, whereas we
consider it should now be self—suppbrting.

13. We recommend that the Harbour Board be likewise requested to reduce its
present extravagant expenditure. This Harbour should be a source of
Revenue to the town in place of the expense it is at present .

14. We recommend that all appointm ents made in future shall be publicly ad-
vertised.

We find that the appointment of Electrical Engineer’s Assistant was
made on the recommendation of the Consulting Engineer only, and
while we recognise the Assistant is necessary we strongly criticise the
manner of his appointment.

15. We recommend that in future all payments made from the monies of the

Council shall be by means of Paying Orders only. No Cash transactions

shall be permitted with the exception of a fixed sum to be allowed to the

Town Clerk for Petty Cash Disbursements of under £1 in amount. This

fixed sum shall be decided by the Finance Committee before this re-
commendation be put into force.

16. The Workmen of the Council shall in future be paid in full for all recog-
nised Bank Holidays and be gran ted one hour’s leave of absence on all
Church Holydays, as is the custom in all business establishments and
works in the town.

Also, during the six months of each year from the 1st April to 30th Sep-
tember the weekly half-holiday allowed to the men shall be taken on
Thursday afternoon in order th at they may be available for Road clean-
ing on Saturday afternoons during these months.

17. We ask that these recommendations shall be put into force at once with
the exception of No. 5 (Appointment of Assistant Town Clerk) which
shall take effect as from 1st April, 1926. and this provision to cover any
other alterations which may be recommended but cannot be effective until
that date. We make this exception, as the present Rate Collectors and
Corporate Agent must complete the collections for this financial year end-
ing on 31st March, 1926.

18. We recommend that any Tenants of Houses let under Weekly Tenancies
may have the option of purchasing. This will be extending the facilities
granted in other cases to similar Tenants during recent years.

We shall have further recommendations to make at a later date concerning the
raising of increased Revenue from the Waterworks Department, but these shall be
brought forward when estimating for the next Financial Year’s Rate Demands.

Also, it will be necessary to revise the scale of charges made for the use of
the Corporation Murrough for all purposes, and these will be laid before the
Council later, as will a Hiring Agreement for the use of the Town Hall Boardroom
for Meetings, Dances, etc.

We desire that this Report and the recommendations it contains shall be
given the utmost publicity in order that the Ratepayers of the Urban District may
be made aware of the serious financial position of the Council and the need for eco-
nomy it entails.
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Town Eall, Wicklow.

2nd March, 1926.

The Usual ..onthly Meeting of the Wicklow Urban District Council,was

held this evening in pursuance to notice to transact the following

business:-

1. To consider Finance Committee ™ Beport.

2. To consider Sanitary Officer % Beport.

3. To consider Waterworks Overseer & .Report.

4. To consider Corporate Agent®s -"port.

5. To consider Electrical Engineer ™ Beport. o

6. To consider Finance Committee s Eeport adjourned from last Meeting,
1. To consider Official Correspondence.

COUNCILLORS PRESENT.

Mr Matthew Turner, Vice Chairman in the Chair, Messrs L.W. Dalby,
D.E. Haskins, C.W. Hudson, John McCall, James Everett, Patrick Murphy,
John Clarke, Andrew Dunne, Joseph Darcy, James Carroll, John Barlow,

John J. Kennedy and Joseph 0O Tonnor.

Finance Committee"s report

2hd inarch, 1926.

Your Finance Committee met this eventing and checked over accounts,

books and vouchers and found same correct.

The following sums were lodged to your credit during the.month

Forward=

IT.J. MacPhail. Domestic Scavenging £5 - 0
im.M. Byrne Township Bates 73 -3
Same Bents 99 -3
John Plunkett Electric Light 91 :1
Total:- £268 : 8
Foreshore Works Account
The D.& W. Manure Co., Balance Contirbution £100 -0 : 0
Poor Kate Account.
Edward Kennedy Poor Bate £179 -7 -3
L #
We -recommend the following payments
H.J. MacPhail One Month"s Salary £2500
Same Workmens Wages 8417 ;0
B. 0 Toole One Month *% salary & Bonus 12 :15 : 8
John DeCourcy do do do
John Plunkett 4 Week Wages to 1/3/7°26
Oliver Plunkett 4 do to 3/3/'26 less 4/4 Insurance2 ;3 : 8

3.y
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Forward=

B.i. ¥. Jt. Burial Board. 4th Instalment of Demand £24 -7 -1
Sheane Bros. Bepairing pias and making guard stone

crasher and altering™brackets etc. 4 10 - 6
Job ; Kane Tirnoer 14 - 6
Hibernian Bijik Ltd. Transfer to Dividend Fund “cct. 11 : 5: 0

fir. -~V
Michael Ledwidge 1 dozen Brushes 18 - 6
m’ U *

Messrs Baxendale & Go Paints etc. 3:16 :0
Dublin Dynamo & Magneto Service g -3 -3
M. McDonald Stationery 10 -0
Messrs Brooks * Thomas & Co., 6 Bundles Mild oteel Bars 4 :8:3

Hibernian Bank Ltd., Princ. & Interest Boads Improvement

.uoan % :5r1l

Eibemian Insurance Jo., PreMan on Palicy No.59059 4 -6
E.J. _jacPhail, Allowance for Preparing end writin

Township Bate Books, etc 12 10 - 0O

Total= n323 :15 : 4

Poor Bate Account.

Ireasureis ?o. Joaucil 4th Instalment of Demand £433 - 11
E.J. MacPh&il, Allowance for Preparing and writing
Poor Bate Books etc. 12 - 10
£446 : 1
(Signed)
D.E. Easkins
M. Turner

L.W. Dalby.
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The Minutes of the previous :eetings were read over and confirmed

after which the business was proceeded with.

Bead Finance Committee & Beport showing lodgements amounting
to the sum of £547 : 15 : 10 viz:- General”™ Account £268 : 8 : 7,
Foreshore Trorks Account £100 : 0 : 0 and Poor Bate Account £179 : 7/3

and recommending the following payments:- General Account £323 : 15/4

and Poor Bate Account £446 : 1 : 6, Total= £/69 : 16 : 10.

BESOaUT.lI ON.

Preposed "oy Councillor D.H. Easkins. i
Seconded By Councillor L.¥. Dalby.
Mi

Besolved:- "That the Finance Committee s Beport 'be hereby confirmed
*
"and adopted and the Treasurers Advice Notes for payment
"to the several parties named therein 'be now signed "hy

"direction and On behalf of the Council, amounting in the

"aggregate to the sum of £7/69 : 16 : 10."



Bub Sanitary Officer"s  Beport.
2nd. March, 1926.

Inspected. 35 premises and served, one notice for sanitary purposes
which is under completion.

The usual flushing of the maindrainage and disfecting Of Urinals
on the North and South Quays has been carried out weekly during the
month.

Owing tO complaints about the boiling of off-fall Of cattle in
slaughter yard On the South Quay, | intend tO serve notice On the
owner tO have same stopped as the smell from the boiler is dangerous
tO public health.

On inspecting a stable in Upper Strand Street, on the 22nd ult.
I fOund same flooded with water Off the public street , | had same
temporary remedied and recommend a gully-trap to be laid and piped tO
main sewerage which 1s seven yards»fr@m trap.

During themonth | had 63 yards of stones carted to Mill Yard
for crushing and had crusher working one day , 1 had about 40 yards
Of stones broken and spread On the different roads requiring same.

I had the Council®s men constantly scraping all mud and
-leaning up catch-pits to carry water off the rOGads, on wet days I

had the men engaged making reinf@rced concrete standards for BaGhelois

Walk railing.

I beg to apply for ay--Uniform.
OKDEB:- Gully-trap to be provided for Strand Jtreet to carry away
surface water, Councillors Dalby, Turner and John J.Kennedy, 1inspect
the premises which has been flooded with surface water and report as

to what should be doaeto remedy cause of complaint.

Tenders for Town Sergeant®"s Uniform be invited.

#

WJUSEHAOHKS ~ OVEBSEEB" S BEPOBT.
2nd March, 1926.
Baring the month 1 repaired fountains at Upper and lower-Strand
Street, -South .,uay and Monkton Bow.
The usual flushing and night tests were carried out, I served
three notices fOr leakage.
Two filtering Beds require a general cleaning, can I have same
carried out immediately?
£>n tapping main for service to Jfif Moody®"s premises on South
Quay, 1 found it was connected up with gun barrel” piping, iIn my
opinion this should not be allowed,- as it is proneto corrode 1ina si&
short time, there been deposits of iron in water.
The Reservoir is at over flow.

OEDEB:- filter Beds to be cleaned. No more gun barrell pipingto te

allowed, in making water connections.



ELECTRICAL ENGINEER"S REPORT.
2nd March, 1926.

During the -month ended. 28th February, the lighting of the Streets
* fire.

and the Harbour has been carried out as usual, and the supply

to consumers maintained.

As soon as the Street lamps can be dispensed with#it will be
necessary to remove the lamp brackets for examination and rewiring
where required”™ as some of those have been giving trouble lately,
the cost Of the material for this will not exceed £2 : 0 : O.

All tappings and joints on our over head system will also
need to be examined, and remade where showing signe of corrosion.

I will put this in hand as soon as load falls off sufficiently.

I would also suggest having poles painted before the coming of
next winter, as the butts of many of them are getting bare.

During the month 1 have collected and lodged to credit of

Council
ORDER:- Tenders to be invited for the painting of Electric Poles.

Read letter from the Minister for Local Government, requesting to

be furnished with the cost of holding Local Elections.
IORDER:- Information to be supplied.

Read letter from the Minister for x“ocal Government, enclosing

opy of an Order amending article 17, Dispensary (C®.Board of Health)

Rules and regulations, 1923, as regards the issue of certificates Of

Vaccination and fees.

Read letter from the Minister for Local Goveraaant, stating that

the Public Bodies Order, 1925, makes no change in the manner in vhich

the TOwn Rate is to be collected.

Read letter from the Minister for Local Government, requesting to

be supplied with a return of salaries and bonuses paid to officials

f@r year ended 31st March, 1925-

ORDER:- Information to be supplied.

Read Circular letter from the Commissioner of Valuation, enclosing
Valuation Lists.

Read letter from the Minister for Ljcal Government, re cosu Of
Living Bonus.

Read letter from the Inspector of Taxes, re the Council®s Income
Tax Account,

Read letter from the Minister for Local Government, stating that

no arrangement”® has been made for the printing ©f the various Forms

under the Public Bodies Order, 1925.

Read letter from the Great Southern Railways Co., requesting

statement of the cost of Foresee T7/0orks.





