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04 HISTORICAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE

The site previously a coastal stretch of sand dune on the north beach of Arklow and 
was selected in the late 19th century for industrial development due to its access to 
the harbour, rail infrastructure, and proximity to the Avoca River. In 1895 the Kynoch 
explosives factory was established on the former Arklow Chemical Works site, marking 
the beginning of large scale cordite production in the town.

By the early 20th century the site had expanded significantly, evolving into a major 
industrial complex with dispersed buildings extending across much of the coastline. The 
layout was deliberately fragmented to reduce the risk of chain explosions, reflecting 
the hazardous nature of explosives manufacturing. The rail line running through Arklow 
played a key role in the movement of raw materials and finished munitions, linking the 
factory directly to wider transport networks, the aliment of the duck pond trail today still 
follows this.

During the First World War the site became a major munitions centre, with employment 
rising to several thousand workers and continuous production operating across the 
expanded works. At its peak the complex dominated the northern coastal edge of the 
town and formed a key part of Ireland’s wartime industrial output.

In 1917 a major explosion occurred at the factory resulting in the deaths of 27 workers 
and extensive damage across the site and surrounding area. Following the end of the 
war in 1918, demand for explosives rapidly declined and production was scaled back, 
leading to the closure and dismantling of the works by 1919.

In the present day the site has been cleared of industrial structures and integrated 
into the surrounding residential and recreational landscape. Open coastal spaces now 
define the area, with little physical evidence remaining of its former industrial use. The 
historical significance of the site, however, continues to shape its identity as part of the 
town’s industrial and maritime heritage.

Kynoch explosives factory Arklow Harbour & River Scene

A. Natural site, pre-develpoment
MapGenie 6 Inch First Edition

B. Rail line and munitions batteries
MapGenie 25 Inch

C. Main factory site, north of site
Kynoch MapGenie 25 Inch
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During the initial site study period, a ecological survey of the site was conducted by Roughan 
& O’Donovan and a ecological constraints & opportunities report was generated to inform the 
consultation and design phases going forward. The findings of the report are as follows:

The site itself comprises a variety of habitats including grasslands, dune systems, scrub, 
woodland, and a man-made saline pond known locally as the ‘Duck Pond’. These habitats have 
the potential to support birds (including nesting birds), , invertebrates, mammals such as badger 
and hedgehog, and to provide foraging and roosting opportunities for bats. A small area of a 
dune grassland mosaic is also present on the site, which contributes to the coastal biodiversity 
in the area.

Despite this diversity, parts of the site are of relatively low ecological quality, with large areas 
of intensively managed grassland, disturbed ground, and the presence of invasive species 
such Cherry Laurel and Sea-buckthorn (note that other species were identified in desk study, 
but where not found to be present on the site during the field survey). Informal pathways, 
trampling, dumping, and localised anti-social activity are contributing to habitat degradation 
and fragmentation, particularly within woodland and scrub areas.    

There  is  strong potential for the proposed masterplan to enhance biodiversity across the site. 
Opportunities include the creation of species-rich meadows, improved management of the  pond 
and reedbeds, retention and strengthening of woodland and scrub habitats, and the control or 
eradication of invasive species. The introduction of additional tree planting and the formalisation 
of pathways would improve habitat connectivity while reducing disturbance.

The site   forms part of a wider informal green network along Arklow’s coastline and rep-resents 
one of the most accessible open spaces near the town centre. A key consideration will be to 
balance ecological enhancement with recreational.

* Excerpt of Seaview Park Arklow - Constraints & Opportunities – Engineering & Ecology report

Amenity Grassland Dune Systems

Scrub Woodland Man-made Saline Pond
* Pg 08 of  Seaview Park Arklow - Constraints & Opportunities – Engineering & Ecology report



06 CIRCULATION - GREATER AREA

SITE BOUNDARY

MAIN ROUTE CONNECTIONS

SECONDARY CONNECTIONS

BUS ROUTE & STOP

BRIDGE

CARPARK

ENTRANCE TO SITE 

ARKLOW MARINA

ARKLOW HOTEL

SHOPPING CENTRE

The site is positioned within close proximity to established residential areas such 
as Highfield, Sea Road and the surrounding neighbourhood streets. A number of 
pedestrian connections lead directly toward the site from these areas, creating strong 
local accessibility, particularly from the west and north. These routes are largely informal 
in places but indicate clear desire lines and regular use by the local community.

To  the south  and southwest, the site connects toward the town centre via Seaview 
Avenue and Ferrybank, where onward links provide access across the Avoca River. 
While these connections are direct, the pedestrian environment varies in quality, with 
certain sections  lacking strong definition or priority for walkers and cyclists. There is an 
opportunity to strengthen these routes to better integrate the site with the wider town 
centre and riverfront.

Access into the site itself is available from multiple points along its western edge, as well as 
from the southern approach near the marina. These entrances are currently understated 
and could benefit from clearer definition and wayfinding. Internally, movement is largely 
informal, with paths forming organically through grassland, woodland and along the 
pond edge, reflecting how the site is currently used.

Car access is facilitated by several existing car parks located along the western and 
southern edges of the site, providing convenient entry points for visitors. These are 
supported by nearby local roads, while a bus stop within walking distance improves 
accessibility by public transport.  

Arklow Marina 

Arklow Bay HotelBridgewater Shopping Centre

The Ninteen Arches Bridge





























20 UPPER SITE TILE

 Managed Trails

Secondary Trails Grassed Open Park 

Memorial Park

Kynoch Tunnel

Grass Paths


























