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ance. The decline in farming as a )

full time occupation has left many ‘-’-'
of the houses empty, and new
houses have replaced many ver-
nacular buildings. The survey
found that houses retaining the
most interesting features tend to
be abandoned and in an advanced
state of decay.

Today vernacular heritage is ac-
cepted as an essential part of our
heritage and the occupants of tra
ditional houses generally feel
proud to live in buildings with so
much history. Conservation is the
means to keep these buildings, to
ensure they have a place in the
modern world.

Unroofed stonecutter’s house in a scenic location near Ballyknockan. Derelict interior with dresser
Old buildings should be treated
differently to new buildings and a
sensitive approach is always
needed. Alterations or improve-
ments using modern materials can
cause essential character to be
lost. Simple, modest features even
if irregular and old-fashioned con-
tribute to the immense appeal of a
vernacular building and should be
CarEfU“y protected. Extensions ; Restored vernacular house on a secluded Wicklow
should be sensitive to the heritage : Y . hillside
value of the buildings and should
be well considered. Vernacular
buildings are part of the beautiful
Wicklow landscape and should al-
ways be considered in their set-
tings, where walls and hedgerows,
gates, paving, trees and views are
of vital importance.

In conservation work “repair” is
the key word. Modern copies of
historic doors or windows do not
have the authentic value and his-
tory of the genuine article. Old
doors, windows, roofs and plaster
finishes can all be repaired, even
when it may not appear possible.
Repairs should be made in the
same material and manner of con-
struction as the original. Tradi-
tional skills such as joinery,
thatching, lime plastering, lime
washing and stone walling are un-
dergoing a revival and training
courses are available in all of
these areas. Grants are often
available to encourage good con-
servation work, and there are
many publications and groups who
can assist and advise those who
wish to conserve or restore ver-
nacular buildings. The Heritage Of-

Awell restored house and farmyard in Co. Wexford Traditional settle bed in a derelict house
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