List of persons and bodies who made submissions on Proposed Variation No.2(ii) to the
Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016: Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and
Tourism Plan

No.

Name

Agent/ Representative

Prescribed Bodies

1|Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Margaret Carroll
2|Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources Stephanie Redmond
3|Department of Education and Skills Lorraine Brennan
4|Dublin Airport Authority Yvonne Dalton
5|Environmental Protection Agency Cian O’'Mahony
6/Failte Ireland Derek Dolan
7|Health and Safety Authority Alice Doherty
8|Inland Fisheries Ireland William Walsh
9|Office of Public Works (OPW) Peter Lowe
Members of Wicklow County Council/ Deputy for County Wicklow
10/Andrew Doyle T.D.
Public Submission
11|Laragh and Glendalough Community Group Dave Shepherd
12|Glendalough Hermitage Centre Bernie Healy

Glendalough-Laragh Tourism Board and Glendalough District

Judy Doyle (GLTB) and Sean

13|Development Association O’Leary (GDDA)
14|ISME (The Independent Business Organisation) Mark Fielding
15|Keep Ireland Open Roger Garland

16

Mountaineering Ireland

Helen Lawless

17

Joseph O’Neill

Frank O’Gallachoir
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Aisling Mac Namara

*O From: Aisling Mac Namara

()

. Aisling

Sent: 15 July 2011 11:06

To: ‘Margaret Carroll’

Subject: RE: World Heritage Brochure

That's great Margaret. Thanks. Will include as formal submission.

Aisling

From: Margaret Carroll [mailto:Margaret.Carroll@environ.ie]
Sent: 15 July 2011 09:58

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Subject: RE: World Heritage Brochure

Dear Aisling

Yes as | expect the issues that will arise for any proposed nomination of a property for inscription to the
World Heritage List will be similar to those encountered in Brii na Boinne and the Céide Fields and will
be worth considering in the context of future development in the Laragh-Glendalough area.

Kind regards

Margaret

Margaret Carrol!

From: Aisling Mac Namara [mailto:AMacNamara@wicklowcoco.ie]
Sent: 14 July 2011 12:12

To: Margaret Carroll

Subject: RE: World Heritage Brochure

Margaret,

Thank you for your emails. Would you like me to include as a formal submission (excluding confidential
Feasibiiity report)? |

Thanks

From: Margaret Carroll [mailto:Margaret.Carroll@environ..ie]
Sent: 13 July 2011 16:50

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Cc: Brian Lucas

Subject: World Heritage Brochure

Dear Aisling
Further to my email earlier today regarding the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and [Tourism Plan |
attach a copy of the World Heritage - Ireland brochure for your information. Further|information on
[reland's two World Heritage properties and properties on Ireland's Tentative List of properties for
potential nomination to the World Heritage List can be found on the World Heritage|lreland website
www.worldheritageireland.ie
Kind regards

Margaret

Margaret Carroll
Assistant Principal

15/07/2011




N

Page 2 of 3

Built Heritage and Architectural Paolicy Section
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
Newtown Road

Wexford

Tel: (053) 911 7391

E-mail: margaret.carroll@environ.ie

Ty ad EES T LT

This message is intended only for the use of the person(s) (\'the intended recipient{s)\"} to whom it is addressed. It may contain
information which is privileged and confidentia! within the meaning of applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender as soon as possible.

The views expressed in this communication may not necessarily be the views held by Wicklow Local Authorities.
Any attachments have been checked by a virus scanner and appear to be clean.

Please ensure that you also scan all messages, as Wicklow Local Authorities do not accept any liability for contamination or damage to
your systems.

t*ttt*"tt"l‘t*t*l#t#l*tti*'*ﬁ"tt“t‘K*l*ll#ktt**ttt*#i““*‘*t"i#*tttttttt

Is d'isaid an duine/na ndaoine chuig a bhiuil si seolta agus sin amhain ata an teachtaireacht seo. D'fheadfadh go bhfuil faisnéis faoi
phribhtéid né fao rin de réir bhri an dli is infheidhme inti. M4 fuair 0 an riomhphaost seo de bharr earraide, téigh i dieagmhail leis an
seoltéir chomh luath agus is féidir, le do thoil.

Ni ga gurb ionann na dearcai a lgiritear sa riomhphost seo agus dearcai Combairle Contae Chill Mhantain, '
T4 aon iatain seicedille ag scandir viris agus dealraionn sé go bhfuil siad glan.

]
Bi cinnte go ndéanfaidh tusa scanail ar gach teachtaireacht chomh maith, le do thoil, mar ni ghlacann an Chombhaire dliteanas ar bith i leith &illid
na damaiste do do chuid coras. )

|

*-,Jr*************************************-;'rv'r-y'r**‘k*v‘r*****'ﬁl’**************i

Is faci run agus chun Usdide an té nd an aonan ata lﬁaite leis, a
sheoltar an riomhphost seo agus aon comhad atd nasctha leis. Ma&
bhfuair tu an riomhphost seo tri earridid, déan teagmﬁéil le
bhainistecir an chérais. i

i
Deimhnitear leis an bhfo-néta seo freisin go bhfuil an
teachtaireacht riomhphoist seo scuabtha le bogearrailfrithviorais
chun viorais riomhaire a aimsid.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and

15/07/2011
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intended solely for the use of the individual or entity te¢ whom
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please
notify the system manager.

()

This footnete also confirms that this email message has been swept

by anti-virus software for the presence of computer viruses.
**-*-k-k*kir*-k***-k-k**‘k**************************A'*A'***********************i

15/07/2011
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Aisling Mac Namara

. From: Margaret Carroll [Margaret.Carroll@environ.ie]
Sent: 13 July 2011 16:50
To: Aisling Mac Namara
Cc: Brian Lucas
Subject: World Heritage Brochure
Attachments: WH Brochure Amended.pdf; ATT1885953 ixt
Dear Aisling

Further to my email earlier today regarding the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan |
attach a copy of the World Heritage - Ireland brochure for your information. Further information on
ireland's two World Heritage properties and praperties on Ireland's Tentative List of properties for
potential nomination to the World Heritage List can be found on the World Heritage Ireland website
www.worldheritageireland.je

Kind regards

Margaret

Margaret Carroll

Assistant Principal

Built Heritage and Architectural Policy Section
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
Newtown Road

Wexford

Tei: {053} 911 7351

E-mail: margaret.carroll@environ.ie

Q

15/07/2011
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Front Covaer photograph: BIJU na Béinne, Newgrange, Co. Meath
Back Cover, photograph: Skellig Michael
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HERITAGE - WHAT IS IT?

Heritage is described by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cuttural Organisation (UNESCO) as “our
fsgacy from the past, what we live with today and what we pass on (o fudure generations”. Ireland is & country rich in
heritage and culture and has long recognised the importance of preserving this for future generations. Cur Irish culture
and heritage has created the spirit and identity of our people throughout the world and makes us what we are today

with our distinctive characteristics.

WORLD HERITAGE AND IRELAND

ireland signed the UNESCO World Heritage Convention in 1991, This brings with it both opportunities and obligations;
Ireland as the "State Party” commits to nominating examples of exceptional heritage sites to the World Heritage List
and to manage and protect these sites sustainably into the future.

A World Heritage Site is a property that has been inscribed onto the World Hertage Ust by the World Heritage
Committee of UNESCO. Properties can be either of cuttural or natural significance or a combination of the two
{mixed). f
o Cutltural heritage refers to monuments, groups of buildings and sites with historical, aesthetic,
archaeological, scientific, ethnological or anthropological value. :
o Natural heritage refers to outstanding physical, biclogical and geological fonnah'(?ns. habitats of
threatened species of animals and plants and areas with scientific, conservation or aesthetic value.

In order to be inscribed on the World Heritage List, the heritage property must be demonstrated to be of ‘Outstanding
Universal Value'. “Outstariding Universal Value” is defined “as cultural and/or natural Isigniﬁcame which is so
exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and flture generations
of all humanily®. The concept of Qutstanding Universal Value is assessad against criteria devised by the World Heritage
Committee. In essence a nominated World Heritage Site must be accepted by the World Hein’tage Committee as the
best example of an outstanding property of that type or theme from an intemational viewpoint.

At present there are three properties on the island 6f Ireland on the World Heritage List:
o Giant's Causeway and Causeway Coast {inscribed in 1986)
o the Archaeological Ensemble of the Bend of the Boyne (inscribed in 1983)
o Skellig Michael (inscribed in 19396).

The inclusion of a property on the World Heritage List can bring great benefits to the local community as well as the
country as a whole. It carvies with it the possibility of increased cultural tourism and associatled economic and social
improvement. Together with the recognition of the global significance of a site, its inclusion on the World Heritage List

carries with it a commitment on the part of the intemational community to contribute to its future protection.
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Aisling Mac Namara

From: Margaret Carroll [Margaret.CarrolI@environ.ie]

Sent: 13 July 2011 12:16

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Ce: Brian Lucas; Ray Connell

Subject: RE: proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan

Attachments: 15feb11Feasibility Study Dr Westrik with map.pdf

Dear Aisling

Thank you for your contact in relation to this matter. in relation to the document "Laragh-Glendalough
Settlement and Tourism Plan" and your reference at LG20 to "Facilitate developments that contribute to
the achievement of a UNESCO World Heritage site status for the Glendalough monastic site, in
consultation with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoEHLG)"
can | clarify please that Glendalough monastic site is part the Early Medieval Monastic Sites series on
Ireland's Tentative List of potential properties for nomination to the World Heritage List and the
Heritage portfolio has now moved over from DoEHLG to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

| have received an email invitation from John Kelly of 8rady Shipman Martin to attend a meeting on 19
July regarding the study to be undertaken which wili focus on the potential transport and tourism
improvements. | regret | will not be in a position to attend this meeting but | would appreciate it please
if you would provide any information which you feel may be relevant to any future proposed
nomination of the property (as part of the serial nomination) for inscription on the World Heritage List.

In relation to planning and development in the vicinity of a World Heritage property yom!: might wish to
obtain a copy of a report prepared by Dr. Douglas Comer on behalf of Meath Co. Council for the An Bord
Pleanala oral hearing on the N2 Slane By-pass. This report may be available on the web?ite of An Bord
Pleanala or from Meath Co. Council. ! also attach a copy of the feasibility study commissioned by this
Department as a pilot project in relation to a property on Ireland's Wworld Heritage Tentlative List. Please
note that this feasibilty study is presently a confidential document which is not in the public domain and
| would ask that you do not make the contents of this feasibility study public.
Kind regards

Margaret

Margaret Carroll

From: Aisling Mac Namara [maiIto:AMacNamara@wicklowcoco.ie]
Sent: 06 July 2011 10:53

To: Fred Verdier; Paddy Mathews; Wesley Atkinson; Ana Dolan; Michael Brady; Margaret Carroll
Subject: proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan

Hi Al

| am contacting you to let you know that the proposed plan for Laragh and Glendalough is now on public
display. | have attached the link for your convenience.

http:llwww.wicklow.ieIaDDslwicklowbetalPubIicationslPlanninq!LarathU PiLaraghTP.aspx

The final date for submissions is 2" August 2011.
Please contact me should you have any queries.
Thanks

Aisling Mac Namara
Execuiive Planner

EETETY A RN e R

15/07/2011
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This message is intended only for the use of the person{s) (\'the intended recipient(s)\") to whom it is addressed. |t may contain information
which is privileged and confidential within the meaning cf applicable law. !f you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender as
soon as possible.

The views expressed in this communication may not necessarily be the views held by Wicklow Local Authorities.

Any attachments have been checked by a virus scanner and appear to be clean.

Please ensure that you also scan alt messages, as wicklow Local Authorities do not accept any liability for contamination or damage to your
systems.

*#***********#**&**3*#****&*******”Ft***!‘#******t#***i*t#*******i*#*****&#**i

is d'Usaid an cuine/na ndacine chuig a bhifuil si seolla agus sin amhdin ata an teachtaireacht sea. D'fhéadfadh go bhfuil faisnéis faoi phribhl&id
né faoi run de réir bhri an dli is infheidnme inti. ta fuair tO an riomhphost seo de bharr earraide, teigh i dteagmhdil leis an sealtdir chomh luath
agus is féidir, le do thoil.

Ni ga gurb ionann na dearcai a |éirilear sa riomhphost seo agus dearcai Comhairle Contae Chill Mhantain.

T4 aon iatain seiceailte ag scandir viris agus dealraionn sé go bhfuil siad glan.

Bi cinnte go ndéanfaidn tusa scanail ar gach \eachtaireacht chomh maith, le de thoil, mar ni ghlacann an Chombhairle Idlileanas ar bith i leith éillid na
damaiste do do chuid céras.

*********************************************************kk***********

Is faoi run agus chun usaide an té né an aonan ata luaite leis, a
sheoltar an riomhphost seo agus aofn comhad ata nascthg leis. Ma
phfuair tu an riomhphost seo tri earraid, déan teagmhéil le
bhainisteoir an choérais.

Deimhnitear leis an bhfo-ndta seo freisin go bhfuil an teachtaireacht
riomhphoist seo scuabtha le bogearrail frithviorais chun wviorais
riomhaire a aimsiu.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and

intended solely for the use of the individual or entiéy to whom they
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify
the system manager.

This footnote also confirms that this email message h?s been swept by

anti-virus software for the presence of computer viru§es.
************************************************************i***&*****

15/07/2011
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Leonora Earls

From: Coordination Unit [Coordination.Unit@dcenr.gov.ie]
Sent: 04 August 2011 10:53
To: Planning - Planning and Development Secretariat

Subject: Re; Propgsed Variation No..2.{i).and (U)_{t_'g Wicklow CDP 2010 2016; Kilamcanogue Settlement
Flan and{Laragh-GIendalouqh‘SettIemeht and Tourism Plan

Our Ref: 6020
Dear Ms Earls,
With reference to your correspondence dated, 30" June, 2011 re above.

The Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources has no comments/observations to make at
this time. This is without prejudice to any comments/observations inland Fisheries Ireland may have in this
regard. |

Kind Regards,

Mary Rabbitte,
DCENR,

Eim House,
Earisvale Rd.,
Cavan.
016782903 ,

e T e T T et T T T T T T ——

Disclaimer: |

This electronic message contains infermation {and may contain files), which may be privileged or confidential. The information !
is intended to be for the sole use of the individual{s) or entity named above. If you arve nat the intended recipient be aware |
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information and or files is[prohibited. if you have !
received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender immedtately. |

This is also to certify that this mail has been scanned for viruses.

Ta eolas sa teachtaireacht leictrecnach seo {agus b'fhéidir sa chornhaid ceangailte leis) a d'fhéadfadh bheith pricbhaideach nd

faoi ran. Is le h-aghaidh an duing/na ndaecine nd le h-aghaidh an aondin atd ainmnithe thuas ag'us le haghaidh an duine/na |
ndaoine sin amhain atd an t-colas. Murab icnann tusa agus an té a bhfuil an teachtaireacht ceabtha dé biodh a fhios agat nach A
geceadaitear nochtadh, cdipedil, scaipeadh n6 Usaid an eolais agus/nd an chomhaid seo. Mas tri ézarréid a fuair to an \

teachtaireacht leictrecnach seo cuir, mas é do thoil €, an té ar sheol an teachtaireacht ar an eolas laithreach.

Deimhnitear leis seo freisin nar aimsiodh vireas sa phost seo tar ¢is a scanadh.

04/08/2011




Roinn Cumarsiide, F uinnimh agus Acmhainni Naduartha 29-31 Bothar Adclaide
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources Baile Atha Cliath 2

P

Oifig an Aire _ ‘ e © 29-31 Adelaide Road
Office of the Minister Dublin 2

30 June 2011

Ms Leonora Earls
Administrative Officer
Wicklow County Council
Aras An Chontae

Cill Mhantain

Dear Ms Earls |

|

b On behalf of Mr Pat Rabbitte, T.D., Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources, | wish to acknowledge receipt of your recent letter
regarding the proposed variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan
2010 - 2016. The contents of your letter will be brought to the Minister's
attention.

Yours sincerely

s Rebuond

Stephanie Redmond
Minister Pat Rabbitte's Office

@

i = +353 1678 2004 Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge
’ . fosghlao/LoCall: 1890 44 99 00 Facs/Fax +353 16782029  minister.rabbitte@dcenr. govie www.deenr.gov.ie
]




Ms. Leonora Earls
Administrative Officer
Planning & Development
Wicklow County Council
Wicklow

21% July, 2011
Dear Ms. Earls
Re: Proposed Variation No. 2 (i) and (ii) to Wicklow County Development Plan

2010-2016: Kilmacanogue Settlement Plan and Laragh-Glendalough Settlement
Plan.

I refer to your recent letter regarding the proposed variation 1o the above mentioned
plans. The submission has been examined and as there are no changes in projected
population figures for the area and accordingly, no changes likely to future school
provision, the Department of Education & Skills has no further comment to make at
this time.

Trusting the above is in order.

Yours sincerely

Lorraine Brennan
Execcutive Officer
Forward Planning Section

057 9324392
Lorraine Brennan@deducation.gov.ic




Oifig an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna:»::ir ciﬁi;};g
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- Ms Leonara Earls

\ Administrative Officer
Wicklow County Council
Aras An Chontue

| | County Wicklow

i PLEASE QUOTE REF NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

O Our Reft 1104404 BC

30 June 2011

Dear Ms. Earls

i
| refer to your recent letter in relation to Proposed Variation No 2 (i) and (i1) to Wicklow
County Development Plan 2010-2016: Kilmacanogue Settlement Plan and
Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan. '

The contents of your correspondence have been noted and forwarded to the Building Unit of
this Department for information and attention.

/xours sincerely,
i ' v/ i
C VS
! 'i\OTV\M-.'@, > aﬂ\/

Ronnie Ryan
Private Scecretary

i}

I X ke Sraid Maoilbhride, Baile Atha Cliath 1, Eire T: +353-1-889 2335 minister@education.gov.ie

acus morsma | AN RWILLS Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, Ireland F: +353-1-889 6767 www.education.ie

L. l
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Director of Services,
Planning and Development,
Wickiow County Council,
County Buildings.,

Wicklow Town,

Co. Wicklow.

2" August 2011
Filename: GP10-1010-078

Ke: Variation No. 2 (i) and {ii) to Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016: ’
Kitmacanogue Settiement Flan and Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan ;

Dear Swr/Madam, |

With regard to the making of the proposed Variation No. 2 (1) and (i) to Wicklow County
Development Plan 201(-2016: Kilmacanogue Settlement Plan and Laragh-Glendalough
Seitlement and Tourism Plan, Dublin Airport Authority makes no comment at this time.

Yours sincerely,

Yvorine Daiton

Head aof Planning




cpa

Director of Services

Planning and Economic Development
Wicklow County Council

Aras an Chontae

Co. Wicklow

27" July 2011 Our Ref: 110101.2

Re. Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan (Proposed Variation to
Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016)

Dear Director,

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) acknowledges your notice, dated 11" May
2011, regarding the above and notes its contents.

SEA Determination

Your position with regard to the need for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the
Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan (Proposed Variation to Wicklow
County Development Plan 2010-2016), hereafter referred to as “the Variation™ is noted.

The Agency's previous submission, dated the 27" May 2011, should be taken into
consideration at this time also, and is attached for reference purposes.

Obligations with respect to National Plans and Policies and EU Environmental
Legislation

You are referred to your responsibilities and obligations in accordance with all national and
EU environmental legislation. It is a matter for Wicklow County Council 1o ensure that,
when undertaking and fulfilling their statutory responsibilities; they are at all times compliant
with the requirements of national and EU environmental legislation.

Updated SEA Regulations / Circular
Your attention is brought to the new SEA Regulations, which should be referenced and
integrated into the Variation and SEA process. |
l
Two amending SEA Regulations were signed into Irish law on 3 May 2011, aimending the
original SEA Regulations: i
¢ European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and
Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011, (S.1. No. 200 of 2011), amending the
European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and
Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.1. No. 433 o 2004), and

+ Planning and Development {Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment)
Regulations 2011, (8.1. No. 201 of 201 1), amending the Planning and Development
(Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (S.1. No. 436 of 2004),

You are also referred to the recent DoECLG Circular (PSSP 6/2011) 1ssued on the 26™ July
2011 to each County/City Manager, Director of Services and Town Clerk in relation to

101002 EPA Screcning Comments Proposed 27.05.11
Laragh-Glendalough Sctdement & Tourism *lan
1

N

N




GQ.,

‘Further Transposition of the EU Directive 2001/42/EC on Strategic Env:'ronmema.!'
Assessment (SEA)" which should also be referred to and integrated into the Variation.

Environmental Authorities
You are reminded of the requirement, where appropriate under the SEA Regulations, and as
amended by S.1. No. 201 of 201 1, to give notice to the following:

The Environmental Protection Agency
The Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Gevernment

Minister for Agriculture, Marine and Food, and the Minister for Communications
Energy and Natural Resources, where it appears to the planning authority that the
plan or programme, or modification of the plan or programme, might have significant
effects on fisheries or the marine environment

where it appears to the competent authority that the plan or programme, or
amendment to a plan or programme, might have significant effects in relation to the
architectural heritage or to nature conservation, the Minister for Arts, Heritage and
Gaeltacht Affairs, and

any adjoining planning authority whose area is continuous to the area of a planning
authority which prepared a draft plan, proposed variation or local area plan.

You are further reminded that a copy of vour decision regarding the determination should be
made available for public inspection at your offices. local authority website and should also
be notified to any Environmental Authorities already consulted.

Should you have any queries or require further information in relation to the above please
contact the undersigned. | would be grateful if an acknowledgemeni of receipt of this
submission could be sent electronically to the following address: scaf@epa,ie.

'

Yours sincerely,

|
[

Cian O'Mahony |

Senior Scientific Officer '

SEA Section

Office of Environmental Assessment

Environmental Protection Agency

Regional Inspectorate

Inniscarra, County Cork

101012 EPA Screcning Comments Proposed 270541
Laragh-Glendalough Settlement & Tourism Plan
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Director of Services

Planning and Economic Development
Wicklow County Council

Aras an Chontae

Co. Wicklow

27" May 2011 Our Ref: 1101011

Re. Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan (Proposed Variation to
Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016)

Dear Director,

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) acknowledges your notice, dated 1™ May
2011, regarding the above and notes its contents.

SEA Determination

Your position with regard to the need for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the
Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan (Proposed Variation to Wicklow
County Development Plan 2010-2016), hereafter referred to as “the Plan™ is noted.

The approach taken by Wicklow County Council in the preparation of the P;!an 1s wetcomed
and acknowledged. [
Specific Comments on the Plan !
s It is noled that developments in the vicinity of Glendalough are mamly served by
private wastewater treatment plants. Consideration should be given to ensuring that
the EPA’s Code of Practice: Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving
Single Houses {p.e < 10), (EPA, 2009) is taken into consideration, where connection
to the main sewage infrastructure is unfeasible.
e The Glenealo River and Avonmore River have been classified as beiing of Good (Q4-
5} ecological status, whiie also being classified is being of “Poor’: to “Bad” status
respectively under the Water Framework Directive. |t shouid be ensured that the
recommendations of the Eastern River Basin District Management Plan and
associated Programme of Measures are taken into account to protéct water quality
within and adjacent to the Plan area. ;
* Your attention is drawn to the fact that significant concentrations of radon have been
identified in the Plan area by the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland
(www.rpii.ie) which should be taken into account as appropriate and relevant.

e In the context of further strengthening Objectives LG6 Consideralionl should be given
to amending this objective as follows: “increase the quality and range of emplovinent
opportunities by facilitating sustainable developments...”

¢ (Consideration should also be given to amending Objective LG7 as t'oliow “Provide
Jor an appropriate expansion in the variety of retail fucilities...” |
TGO EPA Sereening Comments Proposed 27.05.11
Laragh-Glendalough Settlement & Tourism Plan
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s The development of a ‘community forest’, as described in Objective LG21 is
acknowledged. There would be merits in ensuring that the NPWS are consulted in the
development in this regard. It should also be ensured that the requirements of the
Habitats Directive are taken into consideration as relevant and appropriate.
Consideration should also be given to requiring a Visual Impact Assessment prior to
selection of an appropriate site.

¢ In the context of ensuring that, in assessing the likely significant effects on the
environment and in particular relating to cumulative effects, there would be merits in
highlighting spatially the locations the proposed tourist development sites (Laragh
Castle, Derrybawn House and the Old Mill Building) along with identified
environmental vulnerabilities and sensitivities and transport infrastructure.

» It is noted that both the Settlement and Development Boundaries have been extended
in the plan. The amount of additional lands which have been added as a result of this
extension should be clarified.

» Your attention is drawn to the Greater Dublin Area Draft Transport Strategy
(National Transport Authority), which is currently undergoing SEA and which should
be taken into account and incorporated as appropriate.

Future Amendments to the Draft Plan

You are reminded that it is a matter for Wicklow County Council to determine whether or not
any future proposed Amendments/Variations would be likely to have significant effects on the
environment. This assessment should take account of the SEA Regulations Schedule 2A
Criteria (S.1. No. 436 of 2004) and should be subject to the same method of assessment as
undertaken in the “environmental assessment” of the Draft Plan.

Infrastructure Planning |

In proposing the Plan, and any related amendments, variations etc. of the Plan and in
implementing the Plan, adequate and appropriate infrastructure should be in p[ace or required
to be put in place, 1o service any development proposed and authorised dunng> the lifetime of
the particular Plan, !

Appropriate Assessment

You are referred to the requirements of Article & of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, the Habitats Directive.
Appropriate Assessment, in accordance with the Directive, is required for:

|
“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site
(Natura 2000 sites) bur likely 10 have significant effect thercon. either mdrwduallv or in
combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to Appr op; iate Assessmem of its

implications for the site in view of the sites conservation Objectives ... |
I
1

You should consult with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) with regard to
screening of the Plan for Appropriate Assessment. Where Approprialé Assessment is
required, any findings or recommendations should be incorporated into the SEA and Plan, as
appropriate.

11010 L1 EPA Sereening Comments Proposed 27.05.11
Laragh-Glendalough Scttlement & Tourism Plan
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Obligations with respect to National Plans and Policies and EU Environmental
Legislation

You are referred to your responsibilities and obligations in accordance with all national and
EU environmental legislation. 1t is a matter for Wicklow County Council to ensure that,
when undertaking and fulfilling their statutory responsibilities; they are at all times compliant
with the requirements of national and EU environmental legislation.

Environmental Aunthorities
You are reminded of the requirement, where appropriate under the SEA Regulations, to give
notice to the following:

e  The Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government where it appears to
the Planning Authority that the proposed Plan might have significant effects in
relation to architectural or archaeological heritage or to nature conservation, and

e The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resource (formerly
Communications, Marine and Natural Resource), where it appears to the Planning
Authority that the proposed Plan might have significant effects on fisheries or the
marine environment.

You are further reminded that a copy of your decision regarding the determination should be
made available for public inspection at your offices and should also be notified to any
Environmental Authorities already consulted.

Should you have any queries or require further information in relation to the above please
contact the undersigned. | would be grateful if an acknowledgement of receipt of this
submission could be sent electronically to the following address: sca@epa.ie.

Yours sincerely,

Cian O’ Mahony

Scientific Officer

SEA Section

Office of Envirammental Assessment
Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Inspectorate

Inniscarra, County Cork

HIOHOL.] EPA Screening Commients Proposed 27.05.11
Laragh-Glendalough Settlement & Tourism Plan
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Leonora Earls

From: Derek Dolan [Derek.Dolan@failieireland.ie]

Sent: 02 August 2011 12:48

To: Planning - Development Plan Review

Cc: Aisling Mac Namara; Mark Rowlette; Paddy Mathews
Subject: Failte Ireland submission on Proposed Variation

2nd August 2011

Director of Services
Planning and Development
Wicklow County Council
County Buildings

Wicklow Town

Re: Proposed Variation No.2(ii} to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016, Laragh-
Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan.

Dear Sir,

I refer to the above proposed variation to the Wicklow County Development Plan in order to
facilitate the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan. Failte Ireland, the National
Tourism Development Authority, is grateful for the opportunity to make a submission to the
County Ceouncil on the proposed variation.

In general, Failte Ireland concurs fully with the overall objectives and policies contained in the
proposed variation.

The proposed variation contains a very succinct and accurate analysis of the performance of
tourism in the areas at present. It is clear, for example, that the current visitor experience falls
short of its potential, particularly for a site such as Glendalough and for the visitor numbers that
are currently being achieved. It is also clear that the fuill economic, social and environmental
benefits that the area is capable of delivering are not being achieved. Failte Ireland is of the
view that the proposals set out in the proposed variation will facilitate the realisation of these
benefits.

Failte Ireland, therefore, recommends that the proposed variation be adopted by Wicklow
County Council and the Authority looks forward to working with the County Council in the
implementation of the Laragh - Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan.

Yours sincerely,

Derek Dolan.

Derek Dolan

Failte Ireland

Enterprise Development

Dublin Road, Mullingar, County Westmeath, Ireland

@ Phone: +353 (0)44 9350116 Mobile + 353 (0)86 040 2286 § Fax: +353 (0)44 9340413
9 E-maii: derek.dolan@failteireland.ie

Corporate Web: www failteireland.ie
Consumer Web: www.discoverireland.ie

Privileged, confidential andor copyright information.may be
contained in this E-Mail.

This E-Mail is for the use of the intended addresseel If you are
not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for
delivering it to the intended addressee, you may not'copy, forward,
disclose or otherwise use it or any part of it in any way
whatsoever. To do so is prohibited and may be unlawful.

If you receive this E-Mail by mistake, please advise the sender
immediately by using the REPLY facility in your E-Mail software and

02/08/2011
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delete all associated material immediately.

R
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W
1/-‘-.1
SN
| HEALTH AND SAFETY
; AUTHORITY
HSA Head Office, Metropolitan Building, James Joyce Street, Dublin 1
Telephone: 1890 289 389
Director of Services,
Planning & Economic Development,
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings,
Wicklow Town.
04/07/2011
D Re: Proposed Variation No. 2 (i) & (ji) to Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016:
Kilmacanogue Settlement Plan & \‘I‘ag_athGl%alo"qghfSet_tleme__gt-g&%—’l’ounsm“lPlan.
Dear Sir/Madam.
I'wish to acknowledge receipt of your correspondence dated 30 June 2011, regarding the above which has
been noted.
If you have any queries please contact the undersigned.
Yours faithfully,
Alice Doherty
Inspector,
Process Industries Unit
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Director of Services
Planning & Development
Wicklow County Council

Wiekiow Town “CANNED

18 July 2011

p
LANNING DEPT

Re: Proposed variation to Wicklow County Development plan 2010-2016: Laragh-Glendalough
Settlement and Tourism Plan

Dear Sir

With reference to the above, please note that Laragh WWTP discharges to the upper reaches of
the Avonmore River. The Avonmore is an important salmonid water with excellent salmon and
sea trout spawning throughout, it also supports several species listed in Annex II of the Directive
including Salmon, River Lamprey, Brook Lamprey, Sea Lamprey, Freshwater Pearl Mussel and
Otter.

This system is part of the Eastern River Basin District Management System, a project in support
of the catchment based national strategy to implement the Water Framework Directive.

The following are our concemns:

e The Waste Water Discharge Licence application for Laragh WWTP stated that “*7he
Laragh plant serves the wastewater needs of the village. The population served varies
from 550 to 770pe between Winter and Summer respectively. The population has varied
little Jor many years which is in part due to planning curtailments caused by the lack of
additional water supply to serve current needs. However there is likely o be an increase
to 1000pe by the addition of a restaurant and small hotel (both fed from private wells)
which are likely to bring the plant to its full capacity during the Summer season”.

e The highest loading of Laragh WWTP, during the Summer holidays are likely to coineide
peak environmental stresses in the Avonmore River (low flows and hlgh water
temperatures).

e Given the importance and sensitivity of the Avonmore RJVSI‘ downstream of Laragh
WWTP it is imperative that Laragh WWTP has adequate capacity to treat the peak
loadings which might be expected during peak tourism months in late Summer.

Yours faithfully .
D AM 5 | |
William Walsh *7 - ’
District Director

Ceantar Abhantrai an Qirthir, |5a An Phriom, An Charraig Dhubh, Co. Bhaile Acha Cliath.
- Eastern River Basin District, | 5a Main Street, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
+ 353 (0)i 2787022 - erbd@fisheriesireland.ie - wwwfisheriesireland.ie
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==, Flood Relief Design Section
@ i Engineering Services
omes Office of Public Works
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Five Offfoc af taabibe 1Werhs
Olfiy nur 18 3hreacha folbod

Dublin 2
Telephone 01- 6476743
Fax. 01-6761714

2" August, 2011
Director of Services,
Planning and Development,
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings,
Wicklow Town

Ref:

Re: OPW Submission on the Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the Wicklow County
Development Plan 2010-2016 — Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan

Dear SirfMadam,

We wish to make the following comiments on the Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the
Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016 — Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and
Tourism Plan,

I. The OPW welcomes the carrying out of a Fiood Risk Assessment as part of this
proposed variation, and the following of the Planning System and Flood Risk
Management Guidelines in drawing up the proposed Settlement and Tourism Plan.

2. We welcome the inclusion of objective LG25 in the proposed Settlement and Tourism
Plan, and also the restatement of objectives and policies FLL1-FL9 from the Wicklow

County Development Plan.

IF you have any queries or would like to discuss the above comments. ptease do not hesitate to
contact the undersigned.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Lowe

Chartered Engineer
Engineer Grade I1

Flood Relief Design Section
The Office of Public Works
Email: peter.lowe @opw.ie

NSAI Certified | 17 - 19 Hatch Street Lower
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Aisling Mac Namara

From: Andrew Doyle [Andrew.Doyle@Qireachtas.ig]
Sent: 30 June 2011 1706

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Subject: Re: [aragh glendalough settlement and tourism plan

Hi Aisling,
Andrew has-confirmed that he is happy for you to include his letter as a formal submission.
Regards, Eithne

Parliamentary Assistant

Andrew Doyle T.D.
Fine Gael, Wicklow / East Carlow Constituency

Leinster House: 01 618 3611
Constituency Office: 0404 66622

Email: andrew.dovle@oireachtas.ie
Website: www.andrewdovle.ie
Fine Gael Website: www.andrewdovle.finegael.ie

“Aisling Mac Namara" To . .
<AMacNamara@wicklowcoco.ie> "Depuly Andrew Doyle T.D." <andrew.doyle@oireachias.ie>

cC

20/06/2011 10-22 Subject laragh glendalough settlement and tourism plan

Andrew,

Many thanks for forwarding on your letter to us. You should be receiving a copy of the proposed Laragh-
Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan in the post in the coming days. The plan will be on display

from 4% July to 2 August, during which period written submissions are being invited.
Please let me know if you would you like me to include your letter as a formal submission?
If you have any questions on the plan or on any other matter, please let me know.

Aisling

From: Andrew Doyle [mailto:Andrew.Doyle@Gireachtas.ie]
Sent: 30 June 2011 09:37

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Subject:

01/07/2011
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Hi Aishling

| am forwarding this on with reference to the Tourism and Land use Plan for Laragh and Glendalough with
copies of letters sent in to my office.

Regards,
Andrew Doyle T.D.
Fine Gael, Wicklow / East Carlow Constituency

Leinster House: 01 618 3611
Constituency Office: 0404 66622

Email: andrew.dovle(@oireachtas.ie
Website: www.andrewdovle.ie
Fine Gael Website: www.andrewdoyle.finegael.ie

rrTEereyran

This message is intended only for the use of the person(s} (\"the intended recipient(si\") to whom it is addressed. It may contain information which
is privileged and confideatial within the meaning of applicabie law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender as scon as

possible.

The views expressed in this communication may not necessarily be the views held by Wicklow Local Authorities.

Any attachments have been checked by a virus scanner and appear to be dean.

Please ensure that you also scan all messages, as Wicklow Local Authorities do not accept any liability for contamination or damage to your
systems.

b AR AL AR L L R YIS Tt s ]

Is d'isaid an duine/na ndacine chuig a bhfuil i seolta agus sin amhain ata an teachtaireacht seo. D'fhéadfadh go bhfuil faisnéis faoi phribhiéid nd
faot run de réir bhri an dli is infheidhme inti. Ma fuair tu an riomhphost seo de bharr earraide, téigh | dteagmhiil leis an seoltéir chomh luath agus
is féidir, te do thoil.

Ni ga gurb ionann na dearcai a |éiritear sa riomhphost seo agus dearcai Comhairle Contae Chill Mhantain.

Ta aon iatain seicedilte ag scandir viris agus dealraionn sé go bhiuil siad glan.

Bi cinnte go ndéanfaidh tusa scanail ar gach teachtaireacht chomh maith, le do thoil, mar ni ghlacann an Chomhairle dliteanas ar bith i leith &illid

01/07/2011
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Minister Phil Hogan

Department of Environment, Community
& Local Government

Custom House

Dublin 1

ENVMD280611 28" June
2011

Dear Minister Hogan,

[ am writing to you concerning the Glendalough centre and lands in the context of its
national importance both as a tourism destination and as an historic monastic and
living ecclesiastical centre. [t has unique challenges and wonderful potential and the
key 1s a coherent management strategy.

As [ see it there are two interconnected issues.

Firstly, the Laragh and Glendalough tourism and land use plan being prepared by the
Wicklow County Council has a worthwhile goal of increasing substantially the tourist
numbers -which should be the outcome of good basic planning and management.

As a National Monument, the ancient ecclesiastical centre of Glendalough is currently
being managed by the Office of Public Works, the Wicklow National Park is being
managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and Wicklow County Council is
also responsible for services in the area. There are several state agencies such as Failte
[reland, Coillte, the ESB, and the ecclesiastical authorities who are responsible for
management of some activity in the area. Many of these agencies have competing
objectives for the development or preservation of this site and region and there is no
single coordinating body for all these agencies.

The Framework Plan development by the Council is very welcome but it should
include a Local Forum for Stakeholders as part of the management structure in future.
This will ensure coordinated management with all the responsible government and
state bodies, for the community groups and local people invoived for the
implementation of the management plan.

Without such a local forum, the local community risk becoming alienated from their
own heritage and future. Without local input, on-going debate and decisions can take
place far away from Glendalough by people who are detached from the area leading

to potentially sustainable projects being rejected out of hand.

A small example of the present lack of understanding is the prohibition by the OPW
of the traditional prayers on St Kevin’s day in the Cathedral without any discussion
with the local community -which has caused a lot of concern and sadness.




The representatives of the spiritual communities in and around Glendalough also
expressed

their disquiet at the management regime applied by the OPW to the old ecclesiastical
city, which they feel demonstrates a lack of appreciation of the meaning of the city
and cemetery to the living communities, (copy of letter enclosed). There is also an
ongoing issue of cemetery space for the recently deceased members of local families
who have been burying their loved ones here for hundreds of years.

With an effective management plan and a committed ongoing forum of stakeholders,
the sacred nature of the place can flourish, new business ideas for sustainable tourism
can be encouraged and increased visitor numbers accommodated bringing local and
national benefits.

Secondly, regarding the proposal to list Glendalough as a United Nation’s World
Heritage site, it would seem prudent to use of taxpayer’s money to develop a
competent coordinating body for the management of Glendalough and regions before
the centre is proposed.

Acceptance as a World Heritage site requires significant planning, coordination and
management. While it brings a significant numbers of international tourists, it puts
increased pressure on the local communities, the centre and its lands and limits
sustainable development in the core site and the buffer zone and would require
sensitive management. [ have already written to Minister Gormley about this issue
(copy of letter enclosed). These management relationships could be established in the
proposed Framework Plan with a local forum.

As Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, [ would like to ask
you to ensure that there is a single point of contact that takes responsibility for
coordinating the Departments and agencies involved with the management of
Glendalough and lands and also to ensure that as part of the management plan, a
formal local forum is elected and maintained.

[ would appreciate your consideration of these issues and look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,

Moeos oz

Andrew Doyle TD













Community Group Response to Proposed Variation No. 2{ii] to the Wicklow Country Plan 2010-2016

2. Principal Vision and Objective

2.1 Principal Vision

The Report received from Wicklow County Council {WCC) fails to adequately embrace the vision for

the Laragh and Glendalough Valley shared by the Community Group and the objective articulated in
our original submission. The Group feels strongly that the Plan’s Strategy should be strengthened to
reflect these important ideals.

The Vision for the area has to be the cornerstone of the Plan and needs to go far beyond the short
term planning objectives that restrict themselves until 2022. It has to be placed in the context of the
evolution of the area that has taken centuries to form and it is desired that ownership of the Plan by
the Community as outlined in the Principal Objectives is fundamental to the long term future of the
area.

At a public meeting held Friday 22 luly, the Community Group further articulated its Vision for the
Laragh and Glendalough Valley. This is given as follows and it is the wish of the Group that this be
adopted to replace the Vision given on page 3 of the WCC Report.

()

2.2 New Settlement and Tourism Vision

In generations to come, the area of Laragh and Glendalough will continue to be renowned for its
unique natural, spiritual and archaeological heritage. The underlying peace and tranquility of
Glendalough, its rich religious and spiritual heritage, the natural beauty and its accessibility will make
the area an attractive area for tourists and local residents. The future material development of
Glendalough will be minimalistic but its practical needs will be met by Laragh that will develop to be
a prime high quality destination that will encourage tourists to stay so that they enjoy the
Glendalough experience. Laragh and its surroundings will be renowned for its tasteful attractive
setting as a rural village acting as a gateway to Glendalough. Village life will be strong and vibrant
and provide a full range of infrastructure to meet the needs of residents and visitors alike. Housing
development will have a good range of options that provide far local families, urban and business
demand that will not detract from the beauty of the location. As the main support centre to
Glendalough, it will have a range of employment options with a strong focus on spiritual and O
religious centres, outdoor pursuits, accommodation, restaurants and local shops that support Laragh
as an important commercial centre for the Glendalough valley. '

2.3 Settlement and Tourism Objectives

The Community Group's Principle Objective as given in our original submission, {copied below) has
received no acknowledgement in the WCC Settlement and Tourism Plan.

The Laragh/Glendalaugh area has many local and natianal stakehaolders that influence the
develapment of the area. Any plon will only became effective if the resources af these stakeholders
ore hornessed ta develap a plon in harmany with each ather. It is therefore a requirement that the
current planning pracess and future planning initiatives ore averseen ond appraved by a single
representative stakeholder group for the area that has o constitution and responsr‘b'flity ta carry aut
the follawing functians: i







Community Group Respanse to Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the Wicklow Country Plan 2010-2016

3. Guiding Principles

In our original submission, we requested that all planning for the Laragh and Glendalough Valley and
the surrounding area follow a set of guiding principles. The Community Group still believes that this
high level set of principles should be a mandatory standard for all planning initiatives. We
acknowledge that some have been adopted by WCC but further work is required to strengthen some
of the issues.

Key to the Settlement and Tourism Plan is ensuring the heritage of the area is respected as it
represents all elements that make the area attractive for residents, local business and tourists alike.
Specifically it is vital that the Glendalough Monastic City and National Park are retained as a national
historic and heritage ésset for enjoyment of generations to come and the environment that supports
this area is developed and maintained in a manner in keeping with our Vision.

In our original submission, we summarised what Heritage meant to the Community Group under the
foilowing headings.

e  Spiritual
» Natural

e Historical
s Cultural
« Mining

These components are an important and integral part of our local customs, traditions and culture
and should apply to all stakeholders whom we consider to be:

» Residents and businesses within the boundary of the villages

s Locals in the immediate vicinity of Laragh and Glendalough

e Visitors {tourists)

* Government and semi state bodies e.g. OPW, National Parks & Wildlife, Coillte etc.
*  Wicklow Country Council

= Various local interest groups

|
Each has their own important requirements that should be channelled through the representative

group to ensure ‘joined up thinking’ and specifically the maintenance of core values that the
community feel are:

» The subtle balance between conservation and preservation
* Retention of our local heritage in a ‘living form’

As stated, the Community feel that some of these principles have been incorporated in the Plan but
further work, consultation and consideration is required in the following areas. The headings are
taken from our original submission and some supporting comments are made in Appendix 1 where
appropriate sections have been highlighted in extracts from the WCC Summary Report to further
emphasis some of the points we wish to make. |

()
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Community Group Response to Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the Wicklow Country Plan 2010-2016

3.1 Sustainable development,

Mention is made in the Report of the need to improve Waste Water Treatment and Water supplies.
This should be extended to ensure any new building development is built to sustainable standards to
minimise carbon footprints and the future load on the infrastructure. The Group agrees with the
WCC that these issues should be addressed as a priority before any urban development takes place.
It is important that such measures are delivered as the first priority as part of a development plan.
The failure of developers to provide adequate infrastructure is one of the main learning points from
the property boom of recent years.

Until such time development works can take place, land within the secondary zone should be
released for allotments and/or community gardens.

Any new car parks should be designed with screening and run-off control and soakage.
Opportunities should be taken to include underground water storage if deemed to be feasible.

in appropriate areas good roadside tracks are more appropriate to the area than concreted
footpaths. Well drained, with a slight camber and compacted sandy soil gives good grip and is in
keeping with the rural landscape and is cost effective. The same construction is widely used for
bicycle trails and is something which is facking in the area and needs consideration.

As a general principle, attempts should be made to discourage road traffic {other than local traffic)
past the Glendalough Hotel. There are two main reasons for this. One is to protect the Upper Lake
site, and the second reason is to encourage visitors entering the area from the Wicklow Gap to park
their cars in Laragh where they should ideally begin their experience.

A strong point made at Public Meetings was the desire not to extend car parks to meet peak
demands that only occur on a few days in the year. There was concern that construction of car parks
close to the Visitors Centre {Interpretative Centre) will have a detrimental effect on the national
monuments in Glendalough. For most of the time these car parks would lie dormant and detract
from the scenery at times of low tourist influx.

A similar point was made with regards to accommodation. Commercial and residential
accommodation built purely for the summer and left empty during the winter should be
discouraged. !

Many members of the Community Group challenged the growth figures cited in the Plan. The
growth figures appear excessive. It is vital that any development is fully justified and balanced
against any unoccupied or derelict property in the area to avoid wasteful expansion purely for the
sake of development. There is understandable nervousness that the planning mistakes seen
throughout Ireland could migrate to the Glendalough and Laragh area.

There is a concern that high bonds and levies imposed on developers will lead to low cost shoddy
development that will be disastrous for the appearance of the village.

)
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Community Group Response to Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the Wicklow Country Plan 2010-2016

to receive the outputs of this study but also wish to make the following important comments in
advance of the report:

The Vision articulated for Glendalough is critical to the area and should not be destroyed by further
development and extension of car parks at the Upper and Visitor {Interpretive) Centre sites. With
Laragh proposed as the ‘gateway’ to Glendalough, there is a real risk that the area could become
three busy areas dominated by car parking zones and associated fast food outlets.

The Community Group feels that serious consideration should be given to reducing the size of the
car park at the Upper Lake {or closing the same)} and accordingly reducing the number of car parking
zones in the Valley. We support the idea of having the Upper Lake serviced by shuttle buses from
Laragh or the Visitor Centre site. This would improve safety, preserve the peace and tranquility of
the Upper Lake, reduce traffic coﬁgestion, and assist in encouraging visitors to park and enjoy the
experience of Laragh and the Lower Lake facilities before moving to the Upper Lake.

At the Public Meetings, there was concern that extending car parks at the ‘Glendalough end’ of the
valley will further encourage coaches to pass through the valley on a one-stop tour of Glendalough.
We should be encouraging longer stay tourists and have visitors add to the commercial well-being of
the area.

The Group did not support the idea of connection car parks to the Green Road. The costs of
construction should be routed to improved car parking in Laragh and pedestrian/disabled access in
the area.

3.4 Avoidance of over- commercialisation.

There was general concern that the Tourist Corridor between Laragh and Glendalough and the
Tourist Attraction Zone could morph into tasteless and shoddy developments as already evidenced
and noted by WCC. Whilst it appears that there is strong planning consent required on the Tourist
Corridor and Attraction Zones, it could be argued this is no stronger than current legislation that has
allowed tawdry developments in the past. The Commu nity Group does, however, wish to
acknowledge that WCC now recognises the need for this to be addressed as mentioned in the Plan,

The Community Group has received assurances that planning permission for the Tourism Corridor
and Attraction Zones will be highly uniikely and be strictly controlled. To this end, the wording in LG7
paragraphs (ii} and {iil) needs to be tightened to remove any ambiguity, and false interpretation. This
would provide greater assurance to the Community and prevent possible planning ‘creep’ in the

future years

t
3.5 Continuation of a living heritage through growth and the ability to continue to tell a storyin a
changing social, religious, technical and economic world. ,
|
This is an important part of the Vision for the area. The Groups request that greater-emphasis is

given to this principle. It is the Unique Selling Point for the Valley.

)
|
i
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Community Group Response to Proposed Variation No. 2{ii) to the Wicklow Country Plan 2010-2016

3.6 Development is responsibly controlled and regulated.

We note the mention of legislative controls and standards in the report, but would request that
these are followed to prevent continuation or precedence of the past destroying the area. The key
will be responsible planning, consultation, standards, and enforcement.

3.7 The area is treated in a holistic sense rather than in parts or zones.

We support the concept that Laragh to be developed as a gateway to Glendalough. Laragh cannot
exist without Glendalough and vice versa. They, however, felt strongly that quality and tasteful
development in Laragh was critical otherwise it would not encourage visitors to stay and hecome no
more than a road obstacle to Glendalough.

There has been a lot of debate on the secondary Development Zone taking in land north of La ragh.
Some of this is land recently offered for sale by Coillte. The general view is development of this land
will have a detrimental impact on this side of the village in terms of its impact on scenery and its
unsuitability for development due to the terrain and poor access. The Community Group asked for
this to be reviewed and further consultation take place.

It has been suggested that community forests with public access be planted in selected zones where
secondary development is marked but is not feasibly or would destroy the visual impact of the area.

3.8 Planning initiatives are ‘future paced’.

We welcome the planning process which is reviewed every six years, The Group felt strongly that the
evolution of the Plan should always take cognisance of the Vision and be owned by the Community
as mentioned earlier. Regular updates and communication with the Community by WCC is very
important using advertisements local media community centre and shops.

Given the area is relatively small, the Community Group felt that a topographical model of the area
would help in better communicating plans for the area. A lot of people found reading maps and
orientating around the area from plans difficult. A quality model! could be easily updated and
provide a good visual aid for describing the impact of future developments.

3.9 There is strong co-ordination between the state and local bodies with the objective that they
look beyond their own immediate business objectives. )

We would again direct you to our principle objective that emphasises the need for greater
cooperation and communication between the respective local and government departments. The
Community Group feels, rightly or wrongly, that Government Bodies can operate independently of
the planning process and can create disharmony in the local community. This was e\ndent at the last
meeting with regards to recent announcements made by Coillte. There has to be Jomed -up thinking
for the area if any Plan is to succeed.

The Community Group would like to see best practice, and be assured that all state.and local bodies
communicate, do not re-invent the wheel within Ireland and add value to the planning process by
transferring concepts that have worked in other areas e.g. Newgrange.

|
|
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Appendix 1

Supporting Comments and Highlighted comments on various statements made in the
Summary Report attached to the Settiement and Tourism Plan,

In our original submission, the Community Group held various workshops to agree some priorities
for consideration by Wicklow County Council, They covered:

Traffic Management
People Access
Tourist Experience

B whoe

Community and Local Economy

These headings were expanded in our Submission and we note you have referenced some of our
points in the Summary document attached to the WCC Settlement and Tourism Plan.

Specific comments on the WCC notes and evaluations {pasted below in italics) are given as follows in
highlighted sections. The same highlighted sections also serve to support comments made earlier in
this report.

Enhancing the Visitor Experience

Summary of Issues raised

Laragh and Glendalough is identified as one of the principle hubs within the Failte Ireland
Destination Development Plan for the counties of Wicklow and Kildare area. If the quality,
character and distinctiveness of this area is not managed correctly, the area will not have the
capability to service tourism demands into the future. It was generally agreed that Laragh should
provide a greater role in providing for the tourist market and that the village should.become a hub
for tourism. {GLCG Comment: there is a need to avoid the creation of three busy hubs
dominated by car parks in Laragh, Visitors Centre and Upper Lake.) An enhanced visitor
experience in Laragh and Glendalough will lead to a greater economic spin off and encourage longer
stays in the area. This could be achieved by a number of methods:;

(1) Alleviating traffic pressure through the introduction of a traffic management plan.{GLCG Comment:
there is a need for input into the traffic study and any subsequent recommendations.)

() Protecting the integnity of natural and archaeological heritage of the area.

{ii}) Increasing the range of tourist activities, facilities and services.

(iv) Improving the general amentty of the sites at Glendalough. .

It is noted that some residents consider that the perception that Glendalough has reached

capacity is not correct. Dissatisfaction with the Glendalough experience is limited to a number of
days only. There is capacity to grow the capacity of Glendalough through the development of

niche markets — this would enhance the sustainability of the tourism product.

Alleviating traffic pressure through the introduction of a traffic management plan Laragh and
Glendalough experiences traffic congestion during periods of peak demand. This

diminishes the visifor experience and reduces traffic and pedestrian safely. This matter should be
addressed in the forthcoming plan. In general there was support for a proposal to n;'ranage visitor
traffic so that visitors are encouraged to use facilities in Laragh and to reduce accessibility
towards Glendalough. Suggestions for the better management of traffic include the following:
fiProvide an increased amount of car parks at a variely of focations that are safe and well
serviced, e.g. at Derrybawn House, within Laragh viflage, rear of Trinity Church; and

better utilization of existing car parks, e.g. school car park/ Killafin/Trooperstown/ V\(oolen

Mills (GLCG Comment: Please note the comment below re car parks close to monuments (ref
Trinity Church above). Screened car parks serviced with shuttle buses and the support for
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walking groups mustering in the Laragh area are supported. Development and extension of car
parks around Glendalough is not supported.}

7 Extend car park at existing visitor cenfre car park.(GLCG Comment: further development of car
parks so close to monuments will damage the environment and visitor experience. This is not
supported.)

O Introduction of park and ride schemes for tourists including shuttle buses, horse and trap

O Encouraging alternative forms of transportation to the car, including public fransport,

walking, cycling

T Highest parking restrictions and penaities for parking the closest fo Glendalough hentage

sites. Restrictions on certain transportation forms, e.g. pnvate car, bus/coach.

7 Road improvements

[7 Train line to surround area should be aspirational objective

J Traffic calming measures, particularly in Laragh village

[ Befter road signage/ advance warning signs

7 Long term permanent closure of upper car park/ closure during periods of peak demand.

O Better management of emergency access routes

T introduction of byelaws

(7 Better policing/management - Council employee fo manage area during summer months

T improve disability access

There is a need to promote walking and cycling. This will have the benefit of reducing traffic
congestion and accessibility to Glendalough. Suggestions include the following:

G Encourage visitors to use existing walking tracks to Lower and Upper Lakes

L7 Belter maintenance of existing walking routes

Almprove disability access

7 Suggestion to pedestrianise certain roads, e.g. road from grave yard to Upper Lake car

park for pedestrians only except local traffic

JProvide pedestrian crossings, e.q. at school/chapel lane/ to Brockagh Resource Cenlre
f7access to school needs improvement, particularly for pedestrians

7 Provide footpaths on all major access roads, including Rathdrum road.

O Lighting on foolpaths

7 Request for provision of footpath within the 50km zone, from Killifine to meet the footpath

in Laragh viflage, and from Trooperstown Wood entrance to Laragh village

Promote walking and cycling as a key outdoor recreational pursuit. Suggestions for the provision
of new and improved walkways include the following:

Provide new walkways: e.g.

T from Wicklow Gap using St. Kevin's way as link to monastic city
Olink Laragh to Rathdrum and Roudwood

from Trooperstown via Ballard Bridge to monastic city.

£7Bring Wicklow Way through village of Laragh and link with GAA grounds and Green Road
to Glendalough

7 Off road walk linking Laragh to Rathdrum on eastem side of Avonmore river — as a
greenway — link to rail network at Rathdrum,

JPromote development of tourist facilities/amenities along walking/cycling routes '

OMore ‘Sli na Slainte’ routes

S Mountain biking tracks

G Trails in Trooperstown Hill area i

7 Trails network from Killafin car park should include an off road route to Laragh on eastem
side of Avonmore River with bridge across the river close to Jackson’s Falls. |

Frotect the integrily of natural and archaeological heritage of the arca l

!
It is vital that the Glendalough monastic city and national park are retained as a national
historic and heritage asset for enjoyment of generations in future. Key element of the
vision is retaining the valley as an area of outstanding natural beauty, and preserving the
peace, tranquility and underlying spirituality of the area.(GLCG Comment: Fully s'upported.)

J Protection of natural environment should include such things as the preservatforf of fish
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stocks and prevention of the acidification of rivers from the forests.

CUNESCO: Submission from DoEHLG indicates that the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government has approved Ireland’s new Tentafive List of potential
nominees to the World Heritage List. Glendalough is included on the new Tentative List
as part of the Early Medieval Monastic Sites series. Achieving UNESCO World Heritage
Status for Glendalough’'s Monastic site should be objective in the future and the plan
should reflect current best practice principles to achieve this objective. WCC may wish to
consider the Operational Guidelines of the Implementation of the Word Heritage
Convention in the drafting of the plan.

Increase the range of tourist activities, facilities and services.

£ More restaurants and hotels required

£7Develop day frip excursions into overnight packages

0 Tap into tourist market of tourists to Avondale — Laragh to be stop on this route
[7Establish itself as an Volunteer ranger service

7 Develop Olid Milf area into tourist product

7 Need to develop outdoor pursuits centres

O Museum relating to mining heritage

&7 Promote Glendalough for light activity and Laragh/Trooperstown for active recreation.

& Open farm facility

& Tourist Accommodation: There is a heed for a campsite within the area, need o provide
mobile home services (GLCG Comment: Idea supported. Discussion required on the most
appropriate site and screening.)

O Better managed dissemination of tourist information: The provision of a one stop tounst
information facility is required. Potential sites include Glendalough Visitor Centre, village
green near Lynhams. Develop a Glendalough web site (GLCG Comment: a website and related
websites already exist.)

Develop the Laragh-Glendalough Tourist Product
Suggestions to develop the Laragh-Glendalough tourist product include the following:

Develop ‘experiential’ and niche tourism, e.g. ecotourism, natural environment, hernitage,
cultural and soft adventure, historical research and appreciation, personal relaxation, spiritual
reflection, pilgrimages, walking, hill climbing, mountain biking, wildlife appreciation,
onienteenng and family and school outings, green energy, arts, crafts, folklore, use of lakes
for outdoor pursuits, fishing, establish area as ‘accessible’ destination for mobility impaired
recreation, link with Avondale, ‘authentic irefand unchanged and unexplored’,

Improving the general amenity of the sites at Glendalough

The visitor experience at Glendalough is being diminished by poor amenity of Monastic city. The
area needs (o be de-clultered, improved and betlter rmaintained and controlfed. Suggestions
inciude the folfowing:

General de-cluttering including the removal of unnecessary signage, buildings, stah‘s: etc. (GLCG
Comment: Fully supported.)

Restore footbridge to Monastic City

Improve wheelchair access throughout Glendalough
Restoration of the Holy Well on Green Road

Lack of seating in viewing areas

Need for the development of St. Kevin's Spintual walking trail with ‘station’ stop signs, signage
and reflections, hentage features and information. Trail to fead through Glendalough valley and
include both lakes and Miner’s village. '
Clearly mark walk starting points
Improve signs

Lifting of the current restriction of religious services at the monastic site and promotion of St.Kevin's
Day :

Limited night lighting of monastic site ‘

Muminate selected sites at night

A shelter should be provided at the visitor centre
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O

Evaluation

in response to a general consensus that Laragh shouid perform a greater role in providing for the
tourist market, the primary focus of the Tourism Strategy of the Laragh- G!enda.’ough Settlement

and Tourism Plan is to promote Laragh village as a hub for tourism. (GLCG Comment: please note
earlier comments on the term ‘hub’.) The viflage is to be promoted as the prime gathering place for
visitors, from which visits to Glendalough and the other aftractions in the area are to be organized.

Traffic: If is important to note that this plan is a land use plan and not a traffic management plan

(which are prepared and managed by the Roads and Engineering sections of the Council). AS .

such, it is not within the remit of this plan to include specific design measures for how the better

management of traffic is to be achieved. Notwithstanding this, it is within the remit of this land use

plan to promole an overarching strategy for the belter management of traffic, and as such the

plan aims to (i) promote the safe movement of traffic and pedestrians, (ij) manage visitor

movements so that visitors are encouraged o use facilities in Laragh and car accessibility is

reduced towards Glendalough, and (ifj) promote sustainable transportation modes such as

walking and cycling. This aim is realized through the stated objectives for Transportation and

Infrastructure {GLCG Comment: we support the launch of the traffic audit and weicome the

results of the survey and how the information can be used in the planning process.)

The Council will continue to undertake the maintenance and upgrading of transportation networks ~
in accordance with the infrastructural works programmes for the county. . p’
Heritage: A key aim of the plan is to protect the integrity of natural and archaeological heritage of

the area. This aim is realized through objectives LG19-LG24 .(GLCG Comment: spiritual heritage

has been overlooked. It is the primary essence of Glendalough as an attraction.)

Tourist Activities and Facilities: The folfowing objectives aim to increase the range of tourist
activities, facilities and services in the area: LG5-LG10.

Laragh-Glendalough Tourist Product: Objective LG8 aims to promote tourist developments that
are associated with the following range of founist themes: monastic, archaeological and historical
heritage, outdoor recreational activities, retreats and spirituality, mining heritage, the Military
Road, traditional skills and crafts, and natural heritage and education.

Amenity of Glendalough: The following objective aims to improve the general amemty of the site
at Glendalough: LG43.

Laragh Village
Summary of Issues Raised .
{1 There is a need to maintain the character and charm of Laragh village and Glendalough.
O There is general agreement that the village shoufd be consolidated and growth should be
provided for within the boundary of the village and to curtail development along scenic
routes. A much larger area should be included within the boundary for the tourism zone.
7 Lack of support for zoning plan | O
I The village needs to be the focal point for the provision of employment and for the
provider of founist services. |
L7 The character of the village can be protected through measures such as enhancing local
heritage features, e.g. maintenance of stone walls, traditional shop fronts and preserve
buildings of historical and architectural interest including Laragh Castle, Military Road,
Old Milt and old buildings
O Promoting use of derelict sites/ underutilized land, e.g. Old Milf '
7 Protect scenic areas including Coillte Brockagh Mountain, roads to Glendalough,'
Sallygap, Lough Dan and Glenmalure.
& Important that the plan is not a zoning plan but a plan that encompasses the broad
principles of acceptable developments that will enhance the visitor experience while stilf
maintaining the area as a place fo live.

DEnsure new development is in character with the traditional, rural setting. ‘
I The Development Applications Unit of the Department of the Environment, Hentage and
Local Government submit that existing built heritage in the area needs to be protected
and enhanced and new development needs to respond to locaf character and respect the
visual context of the area. l
7 Need to provide for local growth so that locals don't get pushed out of market. Pr?vide for

@,
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the needs of the local popuiation initially before the needs of large non-indigenous
developers.

0 Suggestion that land uses within the existing settlement boundary should be deait with as
folfows: (i} Laragh fowards Wicklow Gap - should included strict policies for safeguarding
Glendalough as a major tourist aftraction. Encouragement should be given for the
establishment of new ftourist based commercial facilities towards the centre of the village,
(i) Laragh towards Rathdrum - may be scope for limited extension however boundary
shouid not be extended beyond the ‘speed limit area’, (iii) Laragh towards Glenmacnass/
Sailygap - boundary should nof be extended — development policy should preserve
amenity in the village and its rural environs, (iv) Laragh towards Annamoe - although
there may be potential for extending development boundaries within the speed limit
areas- no requirement at moment to allow new housing along this route,

{7 Protect visual amenity of Green road and views — prevent obtrusive developments

Evaluation

The purpose of this plan is to put in place a structure that will guide the future ststainable
development of Laragh and Glendalough. The plan performs fwo main functions:

(i) & includes a seitlement strategy that applies to lands within the setflement boundary {(GLCG
Comment: Caution has to be exercised about further development in flood zones in south
Brockagh and note the concerns in this report re development in the north of Laragh ) These
lands are to provide for the future housing, empioyment and socfal needs that result from projected
levels of growth. in facilitating the development of particular uses within the settlement boundary, a
traditional zoning approach has not been adopted. Rather, the plan includes two land use
designations — primary and secondary development zones, which are mixed use areas, with separate
zoning objectives and objectives for the promotion of certain deveiopment types. It is

considered that this approach aflows for greater flexibility in the range of uses that can be
developed on any one site as it is considerably less restrictive than tra ditional zonings.

(i) it includes a tourism strategy that aims to promote the development of tourism in the area in a
more suslainable manner that involves managing the movement and experience of visitors in a
way so that the integrity of the hentage of Glendalough is protected to the highest degree, while
opportunities for yielding economic benefit from the atiractions are maximized. The tourism
strategy applies to all lands within the development boundary, including the primary development
zone, secondary development zone, the tourism comdor and the Glendalough aftractions.

The Laragh-Glendaiough settlement boundary has been amended at the following locations in
order to better reflect the spatial organisation of the settlement, the functionality of lands and
significant planning permissions(GLCG Comment: See main report for specific comments)

(i) boundary extension to include the GAA grounds,

(i} boundary extension to include tourist accommodation providers to the east of GAA

grounds,

(i) boundary extension along Laragh-Rathdrum road to include site of Blamey Woalen

Miils planning permission (PRR 03/9792, 10/2727),

(iv) minor revision of eastern boundary to reflect boundary of Wickiow Mountains SAC

These revisions are considered necessary so that planning of the settlement of Laragh-
Glendalough can be undertaken in a more sustainable and co-ordinated manner, so that the
village is consolidated and growth is confined within the seftlement boundary, thereby
safeguarding the integnty of the rural area.

The plan includes numerous objectives that aim to undertake the folfowing:

Protect the special character and setting of the village (e.g. Primary Development Zone Zoning
Objective, LG19, LG27, LG34)

Safeguard the future of Glendalough as a tourist attraction (e.g LG5-LG10)
Ensure views are protected (e.g. LG19)

Fromote regeneration (e.q. LGS, LG26)

Promote traditional shop fronts (LG34)

Controf advertising in the interests of visual amenity (e.g. LG18)
Freserve and improve open spaces (LG14) ‘

LG 1 ensures that the Council will control the development of residential units wn‘hm the
Settlement boundary in accordance with the occupancy objectives as set out in the seltlement
strategy. RH11 of the CDP stafes that single house developments shall be for locar growth: only,
whereas multi-house developments shall be alfocated as follows: 25% regional growth 50%
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counly growth and 25% local growth.(GLCG Comment: development of new housing should be
constructed and serviced to best practice sustainability standards to minimise impact on local
infrastructure e.g. waste water, water, electricity etc. and power cables should be routed
underground)

Retail

Summary of Issues Raised

Need to provide retail services to meet the day to day needs of local residents and meet the
needs of tourism — this will become an economic driver for local emplayment.

Alfow for the development of a market for local artisan foods and crafts.

Evaluation

The following objectives aim to ensure that the retaif needs of the local population and the retaif
needs of tourists are provided for: LG12, LG6. (GLCG Comment: retail outlets should be tastefully
located and presented.)

Community Facilities

Summary of Issues Raised

The following community facilities are required:

f7Graveyard needs fo be extended

O A building for a childcare facility

£ Requirement that school be allowed to further develop in order to accommadate future
growth — access to school needs improvement, particutarty for pedestnans

[ Sheitered housing for older people — set aside land for this purpose in close proximity to
viflage centre

L Allow for the extension and upgrading of the Brockagh Resource Centre

T Playground

L Youth café

O Develop Health Centre

[ Develop local emergency and Garda presence

7 Develop recycling centre

L Encourage community gardens/ allotments

{7Proposal- multi-purpose integrated activity co-operative — public/pnvate ownership

Dfor locals and tourists alike — for older people and younger and teenagers — possibly at
Brockagh centre

D Retain open spaces and extend uses allowed on them e.g. fairs, country events, country
markets efc. .
JMedical centre that doubles as a rescue centre and police communication point

& Department of Education and Skills submitted information outfining how the Department
calculates the extent of school provision needed in an area, and the matters to be
considered in aflocating land for school development.

Evaluation

The plan includes a number of objectives to promote the development of community facilities in
the village, including LG13 and LG 14. \

In preparing the pfan, the future schools requirements of the village was considered (refer to
Education’, as set out in the Appendix to the plan). ,

ft should be noted that the Laragh-Glendalough Setttement and Tourism Plan is not a ‘spending
plan’, but sets a framework within which developments could be underiaken, in the event that the
public or private sector are in a position to deveiop. :
Community Forest

Summary of Issues Raised

T Need to consider making an allocation of land for the creation of a community forest —
broadleaf forest — Coillte jands may be suitable. !

& There is opportunity to develop the green economy based on development of broadieaf

forests and the promotion of the area as a centre for expertise in the development ofi

woodland crafts and woodland management, skilfs and practices. |
7 Promofe willow tree farming for a sustainable group heating system. .
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JImprove access to Coifite areas

Evaluation _

Objective LG24 promotes the development of a community forest at an appropriate location.(GLCG
Comment: please refer to our comment re the establishment of a community forest in areas in
the secondary development zone not suitable for housing development)

Infrastructure

Summary of issues Raised

T Upgrade and extend waler and sewage systems — lack of sewerage capacity is stifling
development opportunity

O Provide better public realm facifities including litter bins, public benches, toilets
{ Better upkeep of common land and graveyards

O Poor broadband internet services and poor mobile phone signals

L7ESB and telephone wires to be run underground

7 Promote green energy

7 Recycling centres to be accessible

4 Street lighting to be traditional and restrict public lighting to viliage areas

O Masts to be appropriately located and disquised

£i Waste contaminated areas should be cleared

7 Replace eircom public phone booths with old style telephone boxes

Evaluation

The Council wilf continue the maintenance and upgrade of wastewater and water infrastructure in
accordance with the Council's ‘Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012" .

LG17 aims to ensure that sewerage, water, drainage, energy, waste management and
communications infrastructure is put in place to service the existing and future development
needs of the settlement. (GLCG Comment: the load on infrastructure should be minimised by
best practise construction standards. Electricity supply needs should not be overlooked and
underground cables should be the norm for any future development)

it should be noted that the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan is not a ‘spending
plan’, but sets a framework within which infrastructural developments could be undertaken, in the
event that the public or private sector are in a position to develop.

Signage

Summary of Issues Raised

{1 There is a need to rationalize signage and o reduce signage clufter. This will improve
visual amenity, safety and provide better directional guidance for visitors.

U There is a need to improve directional and information signage to attractions and other
areas within the destination.

L7 Better advertisement of community events

I Lack of signage giving directions to walks and local amenities

O Need for distinction in official public signs and those advertising businesses

U Revitalize and renew old place names, forgotten roads

ZPlagques or information boards to be erected !

Evaluation

Objective LG 18 aims to appropriately control advertising and signage in the r'nterestsiof protecting
the visual amenity of the area and ensuring the safety of the public (GLCG Comment: signage
should be given careful design consideration, avoid over signage {as seen in Rathdrum) and
provide tourist and residents unambiguous safety and directional information to a uniform
standard. There should also be some rationalisation of other signs to maximised impact but
reduce the plethora of signage at road junctions that detract from main highway signs and/or
present an unprofessional image of the area. '

it should be noted that the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan is nota: ‘spending
plan’, but sets a framework within which infrastructural developments could be undertaken, in the
event that the public or private sector are in a position to develop. 1

Flooding '
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O

Summary of Issues Raised

There are a number of sites that are subject to flooding including lower County Council carpark,
casual trading area opposite monastery, Glendalough Hotel. Flood periods include January and
September 2010

There is need to replace flood damaged bridges

Evaluation

In accordance with the Guidelines for Planning Authorities 'The Planning System and Flood Risk
Management’, an assessment of flood risk has been formally taken into account in the

preparation of this plan.(GLCG Comment: note is made that the secondary development zone
enters the Flood Zone in the area south of Laragh.)

Outdoor Recreation

Sumrmary of Issues Raised

{ The hillwalking and mountain climbing community represent the largest recreation user
group in the Irish upfands. Glendalough valley is a honeypot for walkers and outdoor
recreational activities including rockclimbing, bouldering, cycling, walking etc. The plan
must promote the development of these activities and alfow for the development of
facilities, including development of ‘way-mark-ways’, muster points, outlets for the
provision of outdoor recreation supplies etc.

7 Need to implement the Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Strategy

O

Evaluation
LG6 and LG8 aims to promote tourist developments and to promote developments linked with
specific tounst themes, including outdoor recreational activities.

Co-operation between Statutory Bodies

Summary of Issues Raised

There is general concem regarding the lack of cooperation between statutory bodies. There is a
need for a more unified approach to problems/ marketing strategies amongst bodies.

Improved marketing of Glendalough tounst product is needed.

Belter assistance is required by WCC and interest groups to implement improvements

Evaluation
The Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan is a fand use plan. Malters pertaining to
markeling strategies or the degree of co-operation between authonties is not within the remit of
consideration of the current plan. Notwithstanding this, the plan does promote co-operation and
consultation between the planning authority and other relevant authorities, where appropriate.(GLCG
Comment: it is vitally important that all stakeholders in the area have a ‘joined up’ plan. It is
vital the plan is owned by the local community and presents itself as a process of ‘agreed co-
operation’ within a Stakeholder Group.) . O

!

|

I

Site Specific Proposals for Development of Uses

Summary of Issues Raised

£ John Spain and Associates on behalf of Coillte Teoranta - Request lands comprising
4.1ha at Brockagh within Laragh seltlement be retained within the settlement boundary.
Lands are suitable for residential development and there is potential for site to
accommodate fourist development.

{1 Noel Quinn, on behalf of owner of The Oid Sawmill request that the Oid Saw Mill
property located at the Glendasan River should be designated for tourist use.

[ The Glendalough Hotel (John and Pat Casey) request the following: (i) that land refating
to the current operation of the hotel and craft shop be maintained for the further |
development of this business, (i) SAC designation be removed from fands at Brockagh,
(i) Re: lands at Old Mill - envisage site forms part of a tourism product and other related
uses, including residential. |
OKieran Mellon - re: 2.5 acres in Brockagh Laragh - advised that has made previous
application for residential development on site and intends to make further appn'catfbns in
future. Proposals have included plan to make road improvements and provide footp;ath to
viflage.

T Glendalough Hermitage Centre advised that ‘spirituality’ is a key tourism product 4vith
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much potential. The centre intends to further develop its site in the future and extend the
range of faciities.

L Patrick, Aiden and Julie Ward submit proposal for the development of a tourist based
development at Laragh East for tourist accommodation, fapping into ‘green tourism’
market.

Evaluation

The Laragh-Glendatough Settlement and Tourism Plan provides for growth up to 2022. The
calculations and assumptions that form the basis for providing for future populfation growth along
with rationale regarding extensions to the settiement boundary are set out in the Appendix to the
plan.

Other Issues

Summary of Issues Raised

The following consultees had no observations to make on the public consultation process:
G Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

7 Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

O National Roads Authority

O Health and Safety Authonty

0An Bord Pleanala

The Development Applications Unit of the DoEHLG notes that the National Pariks and Wildlife
Service has no comment fo make.

Evaluation

Noted.(GLCG Comment: we are surprised that no observations were made. These bodies
should be important Stakeholders. We see proactive involvement by these bodies as a
precursor to good planning.)
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Aisling Mac Namara

From: Aisling Mac Namara

Sent: 02 August 2011 09:02

To: ‘Dave Shepherd'

Subject: RE: Response submission for Laragh-Glendalought Settlement and Tourism Plan
Dave,

| wish to acknowledge receipt of your submission.

Over the coming 4 weeks, the planning authority will be preparing the Manager's Report on submissions
received. This report will include a summary of the issues raised in the submissions and will include the
response and recommendation of the Manager with respect to issues raised. The report will be available
for public viewing after it has been considered by the members of Wickiow County Council {this is likely to
be at the October Council meeting).

As the issues raised within your submission will be responded to in the Manager's Report, | do not
consider it necessary to arrange a meeting. However, please feel free to contact me at any time if you
have any questions, or wish to discuss any matter.

Thanks

Aisling

From: Dave Shepherd [mailto:daveshepherd7@gmail.com]

Sent: 28 July 2011 20:24

To: Planning - Development Plan Review

Cc: Pat Casey; Brockagh Resource Centre

Subject: Response submission for Laragh-Glendalought Settlement and Tourism Plan

To Forward Planning Section, Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Wicklow for
attention of Aisling MacNamara.

Dear Aisling,

Further to our telephone conversation, please find attached a Report from the Laragh and
Glendalough Community Group in response to the WCC Report dated July 2011 entitled
Proposed Variation No. 2(ii) to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016 ; Laragh-
Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan.

The Community Group would welcome the opportunity to present the report to the Forward
Planning Section or clarify any of the points raised in our report.

Your written response to the report or verbal feedback/presentation to the Community Group
would be appreciated.

We look forward to your response and this can be made to the undersigned or to the Brockagh
Centre Laragh brockaghresourcecentre@eircom.net

Regards

Dave Shepherd (for the Laragh and Glendalough Community Group)

02/08/2011
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Leonora Earls

@,

From: Bernie Healy [Bernie.Healy@esb.ig]
Sent: 02 August 2011 09:46
To: Planning - Development Plan Review

Subject: Response to Laragh-Glendalough Settlement Tourism Plan from Glendalough Hermitage
Centre.docx

Please find response to Laragh-Glendalough Settlement Tourism Plan from both the Glendalough Hermitage
Centre and also representing An Tearmann (Spiritual Centre).

Bernie Healy
Chair
Board of Glendalough Hermitage Centre

|
|

02/08/2011
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GLENDALOUGH-LARAGH TOURISM BOARD AND GLENDALOUGH DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION

29™ July 2011
Re: Response to Laragh Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan 2010-2016
Dear Ashling

The Glendalough Laragh Tourism Board (GLTB), in collaboration with the Glendalough District
Development Association (GDDA}, attach herewith our response to the Proposed Variation No.2(ii) to
the Wicklow Development Plan 2010-2016, Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan.

We suggest that amendments and additionai information is included to the following articles as outlined
in the plan. In total we suggest seven amendments, for your convenience all of these changes are
denoted by the following star sign * and are typed in bold print.

We suggest on page 2 that the second paragraph; ‘not to increase visitor numbers’ is omitted in its
entirety as it is contradictory and out of kilter with the over arching objective of the plan that is
encouraging ‘longer stay’ and tourism growth, '

Other noted amendments relate to; LG8 on page 4, LG9 on page 4, LG12 on page 5, LG16 on page 5,
LG30 on page 7, and LG43 on page 9.

We trust that you will consider our response in a positive manner and that we can continue to work in
partnership in the best interests of the Laragh and Glendalough settled and visitor communities.

Yours sincerely,

Judy Doyle GLTB and Sean O'Leary GDDA
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Disclaimer

The Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report and the Appropriate
Assessment Screening Report were issued to the Environmental Authorities on the 11w
May 2011 for comment. Since the publication of these documents, minor amendments
have been made to the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan. It is considered
that these are minor amendments and not fundamental to the overall plan.

As such, the determination of the planning authority, as set out in the SEA Screening
Determination and AA Screening Determination are still applicable.

CONTEXT

Purpose and Status of Plan

The purpose of the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan is to put in place a
structure that will guide the future sustainable development of Laragh and Glendalough. The
plan, in conjunction with the County Development Plan (CDP) 2010-2016 will inform and manage
the future development of the area.

The aim of this Plan is to establish a framewaork for the planned, co-ordinated and sustainable
development of Laragh and Glendalough, and to enhance and facilitate the balancing of tourism,
economic, social and environmental infrastructure in order to maintain and develop a high quality
of life without compromising the protection of the environment and the needs of future
generations.

In addition to the objectives set out in the County Development Plan, that are relevant to the
development of Laragh-Glendalough, it is an objective of this plan to identify the special
characteristics of Laragh-Giendalough and accordingly craft objectives to meet the area’s specific
needs. As this plan will be part of and form a subset of the County Development Plan, it is not
proposed to include a repetition of the objectives or strategies as set out in the County
Development Plan. Unless standards or objectives for a particular development are included in
this plan, the provisions of the County Development Plan shall apply. The Plan will however seek
to formulate appropriate Laragh-Glendalough specific development objectives and guidance,
compatible with those of the County Development Plan, to assist the Development Management
process in managing sustainable progress for the town.

Settlement Profile

Taken together, Laragh and Glendalough form a picturesque rural area located approximately 15
kilometres inland from the N11. The settlement comprises two main elements — (i) the village of
Laragh, and (it} Glendalough, which comprises a historic monastic settlement and the wider
Glendalough Valley with the Upper and Lower Lakes. The Upper Lake acts as the main gateway
to the Wicklow Mountains National Park, which is managed primarily for the conservation of
natural habitats and species, but also for the promotion of recreational and educational activities.
Glendalough also has a strong historic association with lead mining, the evidence of which
remains, most notably at the now deserted ‘miner’s village' at the top of the Upper Lake.

The area performs two main functions - firstly, the Glendalough monastic site and Wicklow
Mountains National Park act as a prime tourist attraction, attracting both internationa! and local

visitors; and secondly, the village of Laragh provides a service function, providing for the day-today

needs of the local popuiation and some of the service needs of visitors.

The retail and social services that Laragh provides includes a number of convenience shops, a
primary schoel, post office, Brockagh Community Centre, Catholic and Church of Ireland
Churches and GAA pitches. Tourist infrastructure in the area includes a variety of service and
accommodation options including The Glendalough Hotel and craft shops, Lynham's Hotel, The
Wicklow Heather Restaurant and accommodation, Celtic Crafts shop, the Woolen Mills Factory
Outlet, and a number of B&Bs, guest houses and youth hostels. While there is no dedicated
tourist office, visitor information is provided about the Monastic City at the Office of Public Works
{OPW) run ‘Glendalough Visitor Centre’, and about the National Park at the Upper Lake
Information Office.

Notwithstanding the fact that Glendalough is one of Ireland's prime tourist attractions, it is
considered that the economic benefit that should be resulting from the nearly 1 million visitors that
come the area every year, is not being fully realised. This is considered to be due to a number of
factors, including the spatial disconnect between the village of Laragh and the attractions of the
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Lakes and Monastic City at Glendalough, the short duration of visitors' stay, the lack of coordination
amongst information providers / stakeholders, signage problems, and problems in

tourist infrastructure including a lack of public transpon, the physical imitations of the road
serving the Upper Lake, and the lack of an adequate traffic management system to deal with
periods of peak demand. Dealing with these issues, whilst ensuring that the integrity and value of
the area’s natural, built and archaeological heritage is maintained, is key to realising the future
success and viability of the Laragh and Glendalough tourist product. A fundamental aim of this
plan is therefore to promote Laragh as a tourist hub, where visitors gather to stay the night, to
dine, shop, and to organise visits to the main attractions of Glendalough and to take part in the
other tourist activities that the area has to offer. Of equal importance is the promotion of a number
of sustainable transportation options so that visitors can travel to the key attractions of the Lakes
and Monastic city, in an enjoyable manner, whilst also ensuring that the quality of attractions is
improved.

*The GLTB and the GDDA strongly oppose the following paragraph and suggest that it is removed
from the Proposed Variation 2(ii) LG Plan as it is contradictory (see LG 6), and out of kilter with

the proposal to encourage ‘longer stay tourism’ in the area.

“Importantly, it will not be an objective of the Tourism Strategy to increase visitor numbers. Rather,
the strategy will be to manage the experience of existing visitor numbers in a different way so that
the guality of the area’s heritage assets is protected, the quality of the visitor experience is
enhanced and the economic benefits to the local population are maximised.

The strategy of the Settlement Plan is to ensure that Laragh village has the capacity to provide for
the future housing, employment and social needs that result from projected levels of growth,
Growth Parameters

Under the Wicklow County Setilement Hierarchy, Laragh-Glendalough is designated a Level 7
'Large Village'. The Rural Settlement Hierarchy includes targets for the future housing growth of
Laragh-Glendalough. The targets indicate that the number of residential units in Laragh-
Glendalough can increase to a maximum number of 180 units by 2016. Although the Settlement
Hierarchy only includes a target up to 2016, this Settlement Plan will provide for growth up to
2022. Based on the calculations and assumptions set out in the Appendix attached hereto, the
number of residential units in the settlement can increase to a maximum number of 205 units by
2022. This plan will include policies that will manage housing supply in order to ensure that the
population of the settlement does not go beyond its growth targets for 2016 and 2022.

Waste Water Treatment

Laragh is served by the Laragh Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is located at Brockagh. The
plant provides preliminary, primary and secondary treatment. Treated effluent is of good quality
and discharges to the Avonmaore River. The plant is currently the subject of a Waste Water
Discharge Licence that was granted in December 2009. This Waste Water Treatment Plant does
not have sufficient capacity to provide for current peak demand levels or levels of projected
growth.

Developments in the vicinity of Glendalough are mainly served by private waste water treatment
plants.

Water

Water supply to the Laragh Water Supply Scheme is sourced from the following two sources: (i a
groundwater source at Raheen, Roundwood which is fed by gravity to the Annamoe Reservoir
and then on to Laragh Reservoir, which is located north of Laragh on the Lough Dan road, and (ii)
a surface water source at Glenmacnass which is fed to the Laragh Reservoir by gravity from the
Glenmacnass Treatment Works.

The Laragh distribution system extends to Glendalough in the west.

The yield from the Raheen borehole is not satisfactory, especially in times of dry weather in the
summer when demand is at its highest.

At present, water supply is able to meet demand but in times of dry weather and high demand,
such as the tourist season, the supply is insufficient.
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Roads and Transportation

Laragh-Glendalough is located near to the centre of the county and is an extremely accessible
location, with transportation links from all points of the county crossing through the settlement.
The settlement is connected by a number of key transportation routes included the R758 from
Hollywood in the west and the R755 that has links to Ashford, Roundwood and Rathdrum to the
east and south. In addition, Laragh acts as the gateway to the attractions at Glendalough, which
is located at the end of the R757 and also has access to the scenic R115 Military Road across
the Sally Gap.

Laragh village and the Glendalough area suffer from traffic congestion during periods of peak
demand, which has the effect of reducing the amenity and safety of the area.
LARAGH-GLENDALOUGH SETTLEMENT AND TOURISM STRATEGY

Settlement and Tourism Vision

In 2022 the area of Laragh and Glendalough will be a prime high quality and long-stay tourist
destination. The area will be renowned for the exceptional quality and setting of its natural,
archaeological and built heritage. Laragh will be a strong, vibrant and attractive rural village, that
provides a good range of the essential day to day service and community needs of the local
village population and its hinterland, and also provides a full range of infrastructure for the needs
of visitors. The village wiil have a good range of housing options that provide for both local and
urban generated demand, and the area as a whole will provide employment opportunities for at
least forty percent of the local labour force, in a range of employment options, with a strong focus
on the provision of employment in the tourist industry.

Settlement and Tourism Objectives

Unless standards or objectives for a particular devefopment are included in this plan, the
provisions of the County Development Plan shall apply. All development proposals shail comply
with the qualitative and quantitative development standards set out in the county development
plan. .

The objectives included herein shall apply to all lands that are located within the ‘Development
Boundary', as shown on the map, unless otherwise stated. The ‘Settlement Boundary’ is the
boundary of Laragh village, as shown on the map. The following objectives should be considered
in conjunction with the objectives set out in the zoning tables.

It is an objective of the Council to:

Housing

LG1 Facilitate an increase in the number of residential units within the settlement boundary up
to a maximum of 180 units by 2016 and a maximum of 205 units by 2022. No permission

shall be granted that would increase the number of units within the settlement boundary

above 180 units by 2016 and above 205 units by 2022. The Council will control the
development of residential units in accordance with these growth targets and the

occupancy objectives as set out in the settiement strategy.

LGZ Within the Settlement Boundary, allow for new residential developments, including a mix
of residential options within an attractive and accessible setting, at appropriate locations

which have safe access to the public road network, which have pedestrian links to the

Primary Development Zone, and which are served by appropriate water services

infrastructure, and which, if possible are in proximity to community and public services

LG3 Within the settliement boundary promote densities in the order of 10 dwelling units per
hectare (save as indicated under LG31). A higher or lower density may be considered
appropriate, having regard to the context of the site and the prevailing density in the

vicinity of the site.

LG4 In existing residential areas, it shall be an objective of the Coungil to protect existing
residential amenity and to provide for infill residential development at a density and

design that reflects the established character of the area in which it is located.

Tourism

LG5 Promote the development of the Glendalough tourist experience in a more sustainable
manner that involves managing the movement and experience of visitors in a way so that

the integrity of the rich natural and archaeological heritage of Glendalough is protected to

the highest degree, while opportunities for yielding economic benefit from the attractions
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are maximized.

LGS Increase the length and quality of the stay of visitors to the area through promoting the
development of new and improved tourist infrastructure (including for example tourist
information, tourist accommodation, tourist shops (tourist retail’), cafes, restaurants,
public houses, tourist attractions and public infrastructure), facilities and attractions.

LG7 Promote Laragh village as a tourism hub that is the first stop for visitors to Glendalough
and the wider area, and that is the point from which visits to Glendalough and other
attractions in the vicinity are organized. In order to ensure that Laragh village becomes
the focus for the provision of the service needs of visitors, the planning authority will allow
for the development of tourist-related developments on appropriate lands and which are
of a high quality and an appropriate scale and design, in accordance with the following
(save as otherwise indicated).

(i) Within the Settlement Boundary, tourist-related developments will generally be
permitted.

(if) Within the Tourism Corridor Zone, the planning authority will generally limit the amount
and type of tourist related developments in this area to a total amount, scale and design
that is commensurate with the overarching objective to protect the integrity of the natural,
built and archaeological environment of the area and the protection of listed prospect
no.23.

(i) Within the Tourist Attractions Zone, the planning authority will generally not permit the
development of new tourist related developments, except in the following cases: (i} where
a development involves the redevelopment or reuse of an existing building, {ii) where a
development involves an extension to an existing tourist related development, or (iii)
where a development is a strictly necessary addition that improves the visitor experience
or that contributes to the better management of traffic and infrastructure in this area.

The development of new tourist related developments will only be permitted where it is
demonstrated that the integrity of the heritage sites and prospects are not diminished.

*LG8 Particularly promote tourist developments that are associated with the following tourism
products or themes: (i) monastic, archaeological and historical heritage, (ii) outdoor

recreational activities, (iii} retreats and spirituality, (iv) mining heritage, (v) the Military

Road, (vi) traditional skills and crafts, and (vii) natural heritage and education. This can only be
achieved by the development of a council or committee that wilt unify the approach of future
development and management of Laragh and Glendalough in a sustainable manner.

*LGY Facilitate the appropriate development of the following sites for mixed use tourist
developments, whilst ensuring the protection of the character and setting of natural and
built heritage, as relevant to the site:

- The Old Mill Building for a mixed use tourist development. Any proposed
development shall be of an exceptionally high quality design and shall include uses
that reflect its landmark location within the settlement.

- Woolen Mills at Derrybawn (including the provision of parking facilities and the
promotion of the use of the Green Road as a pedestrian and cycle link to
Glendalough),

- Derrybawn House, in accordance with ‘Section 9.3.3 Integrated
Tourism/Leisure/Recreational Complexas’ of the CDP.

- Laragh Castle/ former Military Barracks

-support the development of the approved Blarney Woolen Mills site and related facilities.

LG 10 Allow for the development of a campsite at a suitable location.

Employment

LG11 Increase the quality and range of employment opportunities by facilitating developments
that involve local investment in a variety of forms, including ‘people’ and ‘product’
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intensive industries. The Council will allow for the development of ‘people’ intensive
employment generating developments that provide for the needs of visitors and the retail
and social service needs of the local population. The Council will allow for the
development of a limited amount of small scale ‘product’ intensive industries, and will
particularly support developments based on the use of a rural resource and which involve
the production of a tourist product. The planning authority will particularly promote the
development of ‘people’ intensive industries in the Primary Development Zone and will
particularly promote the development of ‘product intensive industries in the Secondary
Development Zone (save as otherwise indicated within the plan).

Retail

*LG12 Within the Primary Development Zone of the Settlement Boundary, provide for an
appropriate expansion in the variety of retail facilities so that the village includes a range
of retail outlets that provide for the day io day convenience needs of the local and visitor populations.
Community and Recreation

LG13 Within the Settlement Boundary, facilitate the development of a range of high quality
community and recreational facilities that meet the needs of the local population,
including facilities for health, welfare, community, education, civic and institutional uses
including schools, childcare, nursing homes, community buildings, churches etc. in close
proximity to existing and planned residential communities as well as other ancillary
services such as public services and recycling facilities. 1t is a particular objective of the
planning authority to allow for the development of child care services and youth-related
developments, including an equipped play space at an appropriate location, and to allow
for the appropriate extension or redevelopment of the Brockagh Centre and St.Kevin's
National School.

LG14 Preserve and improve public and private open space and recreation provision.
Transportation and Infrastructure

LG15 Promote the development of safe and accessible pedestrian and traffic routes, with
particular emphasis on improving pedestrian links around the village centre and between
the village centre and adjoining residential areas, through the development of additional
footpaths and crossing points, as apprepriate and in consultation with the Roads Section.
LG16 Promote the better management of tourist movements in the area so that visitors are
encouraged to stop in Laragh village and travel to the attractions at Glendalough in a
range of sustainable transportation options. The planning authority will facilitate
developments that reduce the amount of car dependent travel movements to the Tourist
Attractions Zone. The planning authority will particularly promote the following:

- The development of a ‘park and ride’ facility for tourists that is located at an appropriate
location within the Settlement Boundary or on lands in close proximity to the Setilement
Boundary. !

*- The development of pedestrian and cycle links in the Laragh and Glendalough area.
*- Provide equality access for people with mobility and sensory disability to the monastic site,
Green road and general attractions in Glendalough.

LG 17 Ensure that a reliable and effective water services, drainage, energy, waste management
and communications infrastructure is put in place to service the existing and future
development needs of the settlement, in a manner that protects the quality of the
environment, and {o allow for the improvement of public services and public utility
installations. It is a particular objective of the planning autherity to ensure that the Waste
Water Treatment Plant and water supply infrastructure is upgraded to meet the
requirements of the future population.

LG18 Appropriately control advertising and signage in the interests of protecting the,visual
amenity of the area and ensuring the safety of the public. It is an objective of the Council
to gradually remove unnecessary signage in the area and to only allow signage that!is
absolutely necessary for the enhancement of the tourist experience or for the safety of
the public. Where appropriate, any application for new signage should provide for the
removal of existing redundant or unsightly signage.
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Natural, Archaeological and Architectural Heritage

LG19 Protect and enhance the character, setting and environmental quality of natural,
architectural and archaeological heritage, and protect listed prospects. In particular,
protect and enhance those features of the natural landscape and built structures that
contribute to its special interest.

LG20 Facilitate developments that contribute to the achievement of a UNESCO World Heritage
site status for the Glendalough meonastic site, in consultation with the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Government {DoEHLG).

LG21 To have regard to the ‘Management Plan for Wicklow Mountains National Park’ regarding
any developments likely to impact upon the conservation objectives of the park, or on
issues regarding visitor access.

LG22 No development will be permitted that adversely affects the integrity of a Natura 2000
site. All development proposals shall comply with the following objectives:

(i On lands designated a ‘Natura 2000 Site’ it is an objective of the Council to

preserve and improve the integrity of the Natura 2000 site and to prohibit

development that adversely affects the integrity of the Natura 2000 site, in light of

the site’s conservation objectives. Land designated a ‘Natura 2000 Site’

comprises Speciat Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas

(SPAs).

(iiy Any proposed development with potential to impact upon a Natura 2000 site shall

be subject to an Appropriate Assessment in accordance with Article 6(3} of the

EU Habitats Directive 1992 and ‘Appropriate Assessment of plans and projects in
Ireland-Guidance for Planning Authorities’ (DoEHLG, 2009). .

(iii) Where the planning authority has determined that an Appropriate Assessment is
required in respect of a proposed development, it may require the submission of

a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for proposed developments. The NIS shall

assess, on the basis of best scientific knowledge, the effect of a proposed

development, on its own, or in combination with other plans or projects, on a

Natura 2000 site, in view of the conservation objectives of the site. A NIS shall

include all information as prescribed by any relevant legislation, and/or any

information that the planning authority considers necessary in order to enable it

to assess the effect of a proposed development on the integrity of a site.

(iv) Avaid encroachment on a Natura 2000 site and implement an appropriate buffer
zone on adjacent sites, as required, where feasible or as determined following
consultation with NPWS or other relevant body.

{v) Ensure that recreational use is directed away from sensitive areas within the

Natura 2000 site, in accordance with the Wicklow Mountains National Park

Management Plan and in consultation with National Parks and Wildlife Service

{(NPWS).

(vi) No developrment will be permitted that is likely to cause light, noise or air

pollution, that would adversely effect the integrity of a Natura 2000 site. Proposed
developments shall incorporate mitigation and monitoring measures, and

construction management plans, as appropriate.

tn order to ensure the protection of the integrity of Natura 2000 sites, the planning
authority is not limited to the implementation of the above objectives, and shall implémeant
all other relevant objectives of the CDP as it sees fit.

LG23 Any development that may, due to its size, location or nature, have implications for the
‘Glendalough-Monastic Settlement’ area of archaeological potential and significance and
the ‘Glendalough’ major site of archaeological importance shall be subjectto an |
archaeological assessment. No development in the vicinity of a feature included in the
Record of Monuments and Places {RMP) will be permitted where it seriously detracts
from the setting of the feature or which is seriously injurious to its cultural or educatianal
value.

LG24 To allow for the development of a community forest at an appropriate iocation, using
native species and
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where possible, species of local provenance. Depending on the nature, scale and

location of any proposed community forest, the planning authority may require the

submission of a Visual Impact Assessment and may consult with NPWS.

Flooding

LG25 To restrict the types of development permitted in Flood Zone A and Flood Zone B to the

uses that are ‘appropriate’ to each flood zone, as set out in Table 3.2 of the Guidelines for

Flood Risk Management {DoEHLG, 2009).

Developments that are an ‘inappropriate’ use for a flood zone area, as set out in Table

3.2 of the Guidelines, will not be permitted, except where a proposal complies with criteria

(i) and (ii) below:

(i) The development of lands for the particular use is required to achieve the proper

planning and sustainable development of the settlement, and complies with at least

one of the following:

o The development is located within the Primary Development Zone and is

essential for the achievement of the zoning objective or for the achievement

of a specific objective for these lands.

o The development comprises previously developed and/or under-utilised

lands/sites,

o There are no suitable alternative lands for the particular use, in areas at

lower risk of flooding.

(ii) The planning authority is satisfied that all of the criteria set out in the justification test

as it applies to development management (Box 5.1 of the Guidelines) are complied with.
Miscellaneous

LG26 Encourage the redevelopment and regeneration of vacant, underutilised and derelict

sites.

LG27 Ensure that the densily, design, scale and use of developments shall reflect the scale and
context of the area,

Development Objectives

The following tables indicate the objectives for each of the different areas, as identified on the

map.

Primary Development Zone — Village Centre

Zoning Objective:

To create a consolidated and vibrant mixed use settlement centre that is the focal point for the delivery of
the

retail, commercial, social service and activity needs of the local population and its hinterland; and to
promote this

settlement centre as a tourism hub which is the prime gathering place for visitors to stay the night, to dine
shop

and to organise visits to Glendalough and the other atiractions of the area. These lands should have
some

residential use and should have an animated and high quality streetscape, whilst ensuring the protection
of the

special character and heritage of this area.

Objectives:

LG28 To support existing uses and facilitate the development of new uses that add to the vitality and
vibrancyof this area.

LG29 Development in this area shall have a maximum plot ratio of 1.0

*LG30 These lands shall be promoted for the development of a range of small scale retail outlets that
provide for the needs of the local population.

LG31 To allow residential development at a suitable density, and to assess proposals on the basis of
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qualitative standards such as layout, design, amenity and impacts on adjacent properties transportation
infrastructure and environmentat quality.

LG32 Mixed use applications which comprise a housing element will be accepted, although loss of active
commercial or retail floorspace to residential use will be not be permitted.

LG33 To promote the use of upper floors for ‘Living over the Shop’ and office accommodation.

LG34 All shopfronts should complement the traditional character of the village in terms of design, scale
and materials used. There shall be strict adherence to the use of traditional materials only.

Secondary Development Zone — Mixed Use Area

Zoning Objective:

To provide for the sustainable development of a mix of uses including residential, employment,
community and recreational uses that provide for the needs of the existing settlement and that allows for
the future growth of the settlement, and to promote this area as a location for the gathering of visitors to
the area.

Objectives:

LG35 Allow for the limited extension or ‘spill-over’ of the use types allowed in the Primary Development
Zone onte the Secondary Development Zone lands which immediately adjoin the boundary of the Primary
Development Zone. New development of this type should be compatible with or reinforce the function of
the Primary Development Zone and shall be visually and physically linked with the Primary
Development Zone. No development will be permitted that prejudices the viability and function of the
Primary Development Zone.

LG36 Retail developments (excluding 'tourism retail’), will generally not be permitted at any location within
the Secondary Development Zone (save that allowed under LG35).

LG37 Preserve the use of Laragh GAA grounds {indentified LG37 on the plan map) for recreational and
open space use.

Laragh Glendalough Tourism Corridor Zone

Zoning Objective:

To provide facilities and infrastructure that contribute to the improvement of the visitor experience to
Glendalough and to promote the movement of visitors from the area in the vicinity of Laragh towards the
attractions at Glendalough through a range of sustainable transportation options so that visitors can travel
to the

key attractions of the Lakes and Monastic city, in an enjoyable manner.

Objectives:

LG38 All fands located within this area are considered to be within the ‘rural area’, and all planning
applications shall be assessed on the basis of the objectives of the CDP that pertain to the ‘rural area’.
LG39 To improve connectivity between Laragh village, the heritage sites at Glendalough and Derrybawn,
through the improvement of sustainable and high quality transportation links, including new walkways,
cycleways, 'park and ride’ facilities, jaunting cars (where appropriate) etc. -

LG40 To allow for the development of a car park at a suitable location, with links to Green Road. Any
proposal should incorporate screening proposals, to consist of species of native provenance, to
minimize visual impact and enhance the local biodiversity.

The Tourist Attractions Zone - ‘Glendalough’

Zoning Objective:

To enhance the visitor experience at Monastic City and Wicklow Mountains National; Park, whilst also
ensuring

that the integrity of the heritage of the area is maintained and improved.

Objectives:

LG41 All lands located within this area are considered to be within the ‘rural area’, and all planning
applications shall be assessed on the basis of the objectives of the CDP that pertain to the ‘rural area’.
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LG42 To allow for the development of an appropriately sited and designed tourist information facility to
provide a comprehensive tourist information service. Such a facility would be most appropriately
located at a site that is shared with an existing visitor information centre, such as the OPW Visitor
Centre.

LG43 To generally improve the visual amenity of the area through the following: (i) to promote the gradual
decluttering of areas that are in the immediate vicinity of heritage sites at Glendalough, (ii) to gradually
replace existing stalls with permanent appropriate environment friendly structures in keeping with
the heritage setting, thereby leading to; (iii) the graduat removal of unnecessary or excessive public
utility buildings and infrastructure, stalls, signage, insensitively located parking areas, (omit etc.,) {iv)
promote the screening of visually unattractive developments, (v) introduction of landscaping at certain
locations using appropriate species of native provenance, for example in car park areas.

Land uses not referred to in the above table will be considered on the merits of the individual

planning application, the general objectives and policies for the area and considerations relating

to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. All areas should be considered

as mixed development areas with primary uses, but not necessarily excluding all other types of
development. Development proposals should be compatible with the zoning objective, however
consideration may be given to proposals that, in the opinion of the Council are necessary for the
vitality and proper development of the settlement, which benefit the local community and which

are in the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

It is an objective of the Council that develocpment is undertaken in an orderly and sustainable

manner. Although it is recognised that it may be unduly restrictive to insist that development takes
place in a rigidly phased manner, the Council may, in certain cases phase development where

this is considered necessary for the following:

(i) the promotion of an appropriate balance of employment, residential and service facilities

(schools, shopping, community facilities etc.) and other uses that are required to

increase the self sufficiency of the settlement, or

(i) ensuring the delivery of infrastructural services in tandem with development, including

water services and road infrastructure, that is required to safeguard the environmental

quality and public safety of the area.

Notwithstanding the fact that all areas are designated for mixed use development, at locations

where different types of land uses adjoin, the Council shall ensure that the amenity and visual

integrity of these areas are protected. At these locations, developments shall be designed in

order to avoid abrupt transitions in scale and use, through incorporating design solutions

including landscaping, screening and appropriate layout of site, that provide buffer areas between
different land uses. This is particularly important where there are adjoining residential and

employment uses.
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From: Aisling Mac Namara

Sent: 02 August 2011 12:09

To: ‘Judy Doyle'

Subject: RE: Response to Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan
Submission received with thanks

(o

Regards,

Aisling Mac Namara

From: Judy Doyle [mailto:judy_doylel@hotmail.com]

Sent: 02 August 2011 11:58

To: Aisling Mac Namara

Subject: Response to Laragh-Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan

Dear Ashlins,

-~ please find two attachments responsing to the LG Settlement and Tourism Plan on behalf of the GDDA

and the GLTB,,

Regards,
Judy {Doyle)
086/8108075

N
i /’l

02/08/2011
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Leonora Earls

From: MSFax on behalf of Catherine O'Connor

Sent: 29 July 2011 12:08

To: Planning - Admin

Subject: FW: PROPOSED VARIATION OF LARAGH, GLENDALOQUGH SETTLEMENT PLAN.

From: Mark Fielding [mailto:mark.fielding@isme.ie]

Sent: 29 July 2011 12:06

To: County Secretary - Group

Subject: PROPOSED VARIATION OF LARAGH, GLENDALOUGH SETTLEMENT PLAN.

28! July 2011,

Planning Department
Wicklow County Council
Whitegates,

Wicklow Town.

11210wcc
Dear Madam/Sir
PROPOSED VARIATION OF LARAGH, GLENDALOUGH SETTLEMENT PLAN.

I am writing to draw your attention to the legitimate concerns of a number of Glendaiough
ratepayers and ISME members in relation to the casual traders situated in the Lower Car Park at
Glendalough. :

The complaints refer to the fact that tourists and locals are denied a place to|park while visiting the
graves in the monastery. In addition, the sale of food (chips, hotdogs etc.) is not appropriate and is
destroying the setting of the area, while alsc adding to the litter and general need for maintenance.

We would suggest that a more appropriate and suitable site would be the Upper Lake Car Park,
which has much more space.

Mark Fielding |
Chief Executive,

ISME. ,
The independent business organisation. |

By post and email.

Mark Fielding

Chief Executive

ISME

The business organisation

17 Kiidare Street

Bublin 2

Tel:00353 1 6622755 Mobile:00353 87 2519675
Fax: 00353 1 6610517 email:mark@isme.ie

The VOICE of the

02/08/2011
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IRISH SMALL AND MEDIUM

Planning Department

Whitegates,

Wicklow Town.

11210wce

Dear Madam/Sir

PROPOSED VARIATION OF LARAGH, GLENDALOUGH SETTLEMENT PLAN.

| am writing to draw your attention to the legitimate concerns of a number of Glendalough
ratepayers and ISME members in relation to the casual traders situated in the Lower Car Park at
Glendalough. '

The complaints refer to the fact that tourists and locals are denied a place to park while visiting
the graves in the monastery. In addition, the sale of food (chips, hotdogs etc.) is not appropriate
and is destroying the setting of the area, while also adding to the litter and general need for
maintenance.

We would suggest that a more appropriate and suitable site would be the U[:')per Lake Car Park,
whigh has much more space. :

ISME.

The independent business organisation. ya

_* THE INDEPENDENT
BUSINESS ORGANISATION

Irish Small anél }Hedium Enterprises Association Ltd
* 17 Kildare Street Dublin 2 Ireland

Tel: (01) 662 2755 Fax: (01) 661 2157

Email: info@isme.ie Web Site: www.isme.ie
Company Registration Number: 204353

Registered Office: 17 Kildare Street Dublin 2 ireland

Directars: Eilis Quinlan (Chairman), John Ryan [Vice Chairman), Helen Johnston (Secretary),
Robert Berney (Treasurer), Daniel Hickey, i.i. Killian, Kurt Kyck. Thomas McMenamin
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Leonora Earls

From: Roger Garland [rgarland@ireland.com]

Sent: 19 July 2011 12:14

To: Planning - Development Plan Review; judyosborne @esatclear.ie
Subject: Proposed variation No 2(ii) - Laragh- Glendalough Plan

We give hereunder our submission to the above.

Roads & Infrastructure
LG 16 We support

Natural, Archaeological Heritage

We submit tha you should include an additional Obj: "Facilitate public access to
National Monuments in State, Local

Authority or private care and designate traditional access routes as public rights of way.

Tourism Corridor Zone
Zoning Obj, LG39 & 40 We support.

Pl acknowledge receipt.

Keep Ireland Open 43 Butterfield Drive Dublin 14.
Ph 01-4934239

19/07/2011
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Leonora Earls

From: Helen Lawless [helen@mountaineering.ie]
Sent: 02 August 2011 16:43

To: Planning - Development Plan Review
Subject: Laragh - Glendalough plan

| Enclosed is a submission from Mountaineering Ireland to the current consultation on the Settiement and
| Tourism plan for the Laragh — Glendalough area.

Regards

Helen.

Helen Lawless

Hillwalking, Access & Conservation Officer
‘ Mountaineering Ireland

(D Sport HQ, 13 Joyce Way

Park West Business Park

| Dublin 12.

Tel: 01 6251115 / 086 8046687
www.mountaineering.ie

Please think of the environment before printing this e-mail

02/08/2011
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Mountameenng
Ireland

Laragh - Glendalough Settlement and Tourism Plan

Response to Public Consultation from
Mountaineering Ireland |

August 2011

Mountaineering Ireland - Laragh / Glendalough Tourism & Land Use Plan ]
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1. Introduction

Mountaineering Ireland {(MI) welcomes the preparation of a
Settlement and Tourism Plan to guide the future sustainable
development of Laragh and Glendalough.

The Laragh - Glendalough area is Wicklow’'s premier tourist
destination, and a honeypot for participants in outdoor recreation
activities, particularly walkers and climbers. As an area with a rich
ecclesiastical heritage, set in a magnificent natural environment, it
is vital that the future growth of Laragh and Glendalough is
managed in a way that respects and protects the environment, and
delivers benefits for local residents.

MI represents the largest recreation user group in the Irish uplands
- the hillwalking and climbing community. MI is recognised as the
National Governing Body for the sport of mountaineering by both
the Irish Sports Council and Sport Northern Ireland. The term
mountaineering refers to a spectrum of activities that includes
hillwalking, rock climbing, rambiing, bouldering and alpinism. MI
currently has 10,500 members comprising 145 clubs and over 1400
individual members. The Irish Mountaineering Club which owns a
hostel (known as the IMC hut) at Glendasan, is an MI member club.

MI is pleased with many aspects of the current draft plan, such as
the overarching objective to protect the integrity of the natural,
built and archaeological environment of the area, and the
commitment to manage future visitor experiences in a different
way. The following pages set out some specific comments on the
draft plan.

Mountaineering Ireland - Laragh / Glendalough Tourism & Land Use Plan 2
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2. Specific comments

2.1 Settlement and Tourism vision

MI is broadly supportive of the vision in the Laragh - Glendalough
Settlement and Tourism Strategy, though it is perhaps a little
unrealistic to expect that the area will become a ‘long-stay’ tourist
destination by 2022. That said, we agree with the objectives of the
plan in terms of trying to encourage visitors to spend more time and
money in the area.

While the plan provides a framework for balancing future
infrastructural needs, it is not clear how the overall vision in the
plan will be achieved. This is our key concern.

MI strongly recommends that the plan includes an objective for
Wicklow County Council to work with other statutory bodies, and
non-statutory representatives, including the local community, to
coordinate the development and ongoing management of Laragh
and Glendalough. Statutory stakeholders should include Wicklow
Mountains National Park (WMNP), the Office of Public Works (OPW)
and Coillte. Non-statutory representation should include local
residents, local tourism interests and communities of interest such
as mountaineering that have a strong connection with the area.

MI acknowledges that the pian does not seek to increase visitor
numbers, however the World Tourism Organisation expects
‘experiential” tourism - which encompasses ecotourism, nature,
heritage, cultural, and soft adventure tourism, as well as sub-
sectors such as rural and community tourism - to grow more
quickly than other tourism sectors over the decade ahead. Tourism
is also being actively promoted by the irish government to boost
economic recovery. Therefore, plans for the future development of
Laragh and Glendalough should be based on the management of
increased visitor numbers.

2.2 LG16 - ‘Park and Ride’ facility
Traffic management is a major issue in the future development of
Laragh and Glendalough. Connected with this is the need for

parking, therefore the commitment towards the development of a
‘park and ride’ facility is welcome.

|
A large car-park will be required and it is difficult to see how this

could be accommodated with the Settlement Boundary. The zoning
objective for the Tourism Corridor Zone and LG39 indicate that the
‘park and ride’ facility might be within that zone, however much of

Mountaineering Ireland - Laragh / Glendalough Tourism & Land Use Plan




this land is between Laragh and Glendalough. As the majority of
visitors approach Laragh and Glendalough from the Annamoe side,
it would make sense to locate the ‘park and ride’ facility on that side
of the village, so as to reduce the traffic pressure in Laragh itself.

It is vital that the ‘park and ride’ facility is complemented by
sustainable transport options, that it is well-promoted and that
visitors are encouraged to use the facility by setting higher prices
for use of the other car-parks. Signage on the approach to Laragh
should indicate the cost of the various car-parks. A discreet
electronic sign should indicate when the Visitor Centre and Upper
Lake car parks are full (or close to full).

2.31G15 and LG16 - pedestrian links and Wicklow Way

MI welcomes objective LG15 which includes improving pedestrian
links around the village centre and LG16 which includes the
development of pedestrian and cycle links on the Green Road,
however we would specifically like to see the Council commit to
linking Laragh village with the Wicklow Way, as a spur off the main
route, or preferably as a re-route via a pedestrian bridge from
Laragh village to link with the Green Road. This would increase the
local economic benefit from the Wicklow Way and enhance the
visitor experience. The Wicklow Way is an important element in
local visitor infrastructure and should be referred to in the plan,

2.4 LG22 - Protection of Natura 2000 sites '

MI supports the objectives associated with protecting Natura 2000
sites, however any re-direction of recreational use under LG22(v)
should include consultation with the representative body for the
relevant recreation user group. MI requests that this be added to
objective LG22(v).

As all of the zones within the Laragh - Glendalough Devélopment

Boundary include some element of a Natura 2000 site, the need to
avoid encroachment, the use of buffer zones and consu!t:ation with
the National Parks and Wildlife Service should perhaps be referred
to throughout the plan.

2.5 L.G42 - Tourist information facility |

MI welcomes objective LG42 for the development of a tourist
information service and the incorporation of this service ih an
existing centre such as the OPW Visitor Centre. Better availability of
tourist information is essential to enabling visitors get more from
their time in Laragh and Glendalough and therefore increase their

Mountaineering Ireland - Laragh / Glendalough Tourism & Land Use Plan 4
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economic contribution to the area. This objective should be
progressed as a priority.

2.6 Appendix A - broadband

Appendix A notes that the Laragh - Glendalough area has restricted
broadband internet access. This is frustrating for visitors and iocal
residents and is a constraint to enterprise in the area. It would be
good to see the improvement of local telecommunications
infrastructure included as an objective in the pian.

3. Conclusions

The current draft plan includes many objectives that could improve
visitor experiences and quality of life in Laragh and Glendalough,
while protecting the natural and buiit heritage of the area. However
the achievement of these objectives, and the realisation of the
vision in the draft plan, depends on the cooperation of many
stakehoiders. It is also likely to require action that is beyond the
development focus of the current plan.

MI urges Wickiow County Council to build on its work in preparing
this plan by engaging with other stakeholders, including the local
community and recreation user groups, to work towards this vision
and enable the Laragh - Glendalough area deliver on its very
significant potential.

4. Further information
MI would be happy to elaborate on, or discuss, any of the ideas
contained in this submission. Please contact:

Helen Lawless (Hillwalking, Access & Conservation Officer)
Mountaineering Ireland, Sport HQ, 13 Joyce Way, Park West
Business Park, Dublin 12.

Telephone: 01 6251115 / 086 8046687

E-maii: helen@mountaineering.ie

Website: www.mountaineering.ie

Mountaineering Ireland - Laragh / Glendalough Tourism & Land Use Plan
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Planning & Development Consultants

Our Ref: J11-050

Senior Executive Officer
Planning Department
Wicklow County Council
Whitegates, Wicklow Town
Date: 29" July 2011

PROPOSED VARIATION NO. 2(I) WICKLOW COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN —
LARAGH-GLENDALOUGH SETTLEMENT PLIAN - MR. JOSEPH O'NEILL

Dear Madam,

We act on behalf of Mr. Joseph O'Neill Manager of the Woollen Mills and the Woollen
Mills Hotel at Derrybawn just south of Laragh village centre. Our submission follows.

? The Proposed Settlement Plan is ambiguous in relation to Council policies with respect to
tourist-related shops etc. within the Laragh-Glendalough area. It does not appropriately
zone our client’s hotel. Our client requests the Council to incorporate clear statements
regarding the following in the Laragh-Glendalough settlement plan:

¢ To extend the boundary of the Laragh Secondary Development Zone to include our
client's existing hotel curtilage. '

¢ No tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops, factory outlet centres
and casual trading units) will be permissible within the Tourist Attractions Zone

. which is the heart of the Glendalough Monastic Settlement

e No new retail units of any type will be permissible within the Tourism Corridor Zone.

e New tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops, factory outlet

> centres and casual trading units) will only be permissible within the Village Centre-

Primary Development Zone or in suitable spillover areas within the Secondary

Development Zone.

Please contact us if we can be of any further assistance on any of the matters raised.
‘ Please address all correspondence to the undersigned. i

! Yours sincerely

o Gl

Frank allachair
Dip. T.C*P., M.Sc., M.I.P.I.

O IE 6423170M: 4 _Régis;!’u?ied_ Office: 94_Rathd'o»i.'n Park. Greystonas. Co.Wicl.:‘!ré ik O'G ste U Ghallachdir & *
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SUBMISSION

MR JOSEPH O'NEILL

PROPOSED LARAGH-GLENDALOUGH SETLEMENT PLAN

GLENDALOUGH WOOLEN MILLS LIMITED

1. INTRODUCTION & SUBMISSION OBJECTIVE

1.1 Submission Objective

Our client is the Manager of the Glendalough Woollen Mills and the Woollen Milis Hotel
at Derrybawn just south of the centre of Laragh-Glendalough village. Our client requests
the Council to appropriately zone his existing hotel and to ensure that all tourist-related
retail developments are concentrated within the Laragh- Giendalough settlement boundary
in order to preserve the rural, tourist, and natural amenities of the area surrounding the
village, by including the following policy objectives in the Laragh- Glendalou0h

settlement plan.

* To extend the boundary of the Laragh Secondary Development Zo'ne to include our
client’s existing hotel curtilage. See attached Map | and Site Map outlining the hotel

curtilage. See Map 1.

* No tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops, factory outlet centres

and casual trading units) will be permissible within the Tourist
which is the heart of the Glendalough Monastic Settlement

Attractions Zone

No new retail units of any type wiil be permissible within the Tourislm Corridor Zone.
New tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops factory outlet

centres and casual trading units) will only be permissible within the Village Centre-
Primary Development Zone or in suitable spiilover areas within the Secondary

Development Zone.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Frank O'Gallachsir O'Gallachoir & Associates Ltd. 7




Map 1

Laragh Zonlng Map and Woolen Mills Hotel Curtllage
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2. WICKLOW POLICY BACKGROUND

The Wicklow policy background is set out in the Wicklow County Development Plan
2010-2016 and in the Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement Plan

2.1 General Background

Laragh village and Glendalough form a picturesque rural area located in the heart of
County Wicklow and just south of Dublin city. It is an easy and popular day trip
destination for tourists and residents of the city. The village of Laragh provides a service
function, providing for the day-to-day needs of the local population and many of the
service needs of the many day-tripper and tourist visitors to Glendalough. However
given that Laragh-Glendalough is a major national tourist attraction of nearly 1,000,000
visitors per annum there is considerable demand for tourist-related shops in the area.

The settlement comprises two main elements — (i) the village of Laragh, and (ii) the
Glendalough historic monastic settlement and the wider Glendalough Valley with its
Upper and Lower Lakes. The Upper Lake acts as the main gateway to the Wicklow
Mountains National Park, which is managed primarily for the conservation of natural
habitats and species, but also for the promotion of recreational and educational activities.
The Glendalough monastic site and Wicklow Mountains National Park are prime tourist
attraction, attracting both international and local visitors

2.2 2010 Wicklow County Development Plan - Laragh-Glendalough

The settlement of Laragh-Glendalough is designated a Level 7 farge villuge’ under the
Wicklow County Settlement Hierarchy. The County Development Plan aims to facilitate
the development of such settlements so that they performs the housing, economic, and
service functions of a ‘/arge village’, as set out in the plan.

Laragh-Glendalough is included as a “Village” in Level 5 of the Retail Hierarchy for
County Wicklow. Retail provision in a ‘viflage " is expected to meet the basic day to day
needs of surrounding residents, and normally serve only an immediate catchment.
However there is considerably more retail in Laragh-Glendalough village than in the
normal Level 5 retail settlement because of the tourist and day-tripper visitor numbers
generated by Glendalough.

Frank O'Gallachdir O Gallachoir & Associates Ltd. 3




2.3 Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settiement Plan Policies and Objectives

We note the following conclusions, policies and objectives in the Proposed Laragh-
Glendalough Settlement Plan.

* Notwithstanding the fact that Glendalough is one of Ireland’s prime tourist
attractions, it is considered that the economic benefit that should be resulting from
the nearly | million visitors that come to the area every year is not being fully
realised by businesses located in the village.

* A fundamental aim of this Proposed Settlement Plan is to promote Laragh as a
tourist hub, where visitors gather to stay the night, to dine, shop, and to organise

‘ visits to the main attractions of Glendalough and to take part in the other tourist

1 activities that the area has to offer.

* Ensuring that the integrity and value of the area’s natural, built and archaeological
heritage is key to realising the future success and viability of the Laragh and
Glendalough tourist product,

J * It is not be an objective of the Tourism Strategy to increase visitor numbers.
Instead the strategy is to manage the experience of existing visitor numbers so that
the quality of the area’s heritage assets is protected, the quality of the visitors

: experience is enhanced and the economic benefits to the local population are
maximised.

» Considering that the Laragh-Glendalough area is one of the county’s prime tourist
destinations, it is considered that the area offers the potential to create a
substantial amount of jobs in the people intensive tourist and service industries,
As such, assuming the right conditions, up to 40% of people in the labour force in
the Laragh-Glendalough ‘catchment’ could potentially work in the settlement.

2.4 Proposed Laragh-Glendalough Settlement Plan Retail Policies and Objectives

The following Wicklow County Council policies are included in the Proposed Settiement
Plan for Laragh-Glendalough, to

|

* LG5 Promote the development of the Glendalough tourist experience in a more
sustainable manner that involves managing the movement and experience of
visitors in a way so that the integrity of the rich natural and archaeological
heritage of Glendalough is protected to the highest degree, while opportunities
Jor yielding economic benefit from the attractions are maximized.

» LG6 Increase the length and quality of the stay of visitors to []I‘IE area through
promoting the development of new and improved tourist infrastructure (i including
Jor example tourist information, tourist accommodation, rour.r'stl shops ("tourist

Frank 'Gallachdir O 'Gallachoir & Associates Lid. 4
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retail’), cafes, restaurants, public houses, tourist aitractions and public
infrastructure), facilities and attractions.
LG7 Promoie Laragh village as a tourism hub that is the first stop for visitors to
Glendalough and the wider area and that is the point from which visits to
Glendalough and other atiractions in the vicinity are organized. In order fo
ensure that Laragh village becomes the focus for the provision of the service
needs of visitors, the planning authority will allow for the development of tourist-
related developments on appropriate lands and which are of a high quality and an
appropriate scale and design, in accordance with the following (save as otherwise
indicated):

i.  Within the Settlement Boundary, tourist-related developments will

generally be permitted

ii. Within the Tourism Corridor Zone, the planning authority will generally
limit the amount and type of tourist-related developments in this area to a
total amount, scale and design that is commensurate with the overarching
objective to protect the integrity of the natural, built and archaeological
emvironment of the area and the protection of listed prospect no.23.

iii. Within the Tourist Aftractions Zone, the planning authority will
generally not permit the development of new tourist-related developments,
except in the following cases: (i) where a development involves the
redevelopment or reuse of an existing building, (ii) where a development
involves an extension (o an existing tourist-related development, or (iii)
where a development is a strictly necessary addition that improves the
visitor experience or that contributes to the better management of traffic
and infrastructure in this area. The development of new tourist-related
developments will only be permitted where it is demonstrated that the
integrity of the heritage sites and prospects are not diminished.

LG11 Increase the quality and range of employment opportunities by facilitating
developments that involve local investment in a variety of forms, including
‘people’ and ‘product’ intensive industries. The Council will allow for the
development of ‘people’ intensive employment generating developments that
provide for the needs of visitors and the retail and social service needs of the local
population. The Council will allow for the development of a limited amount of
small scale ‘product’ intensive industries, and will particularly support
developments based on the use of a rural resource and which involve the
production of a tourist product. The planning authority will particularly promote
the development of ‘people’ intensive industries in the Prlmary Development
Zone and will particularly promote the development of product intensive
industries in the Secondary Development Zone (save as othemﬂse indicated
within the plan). '

L.G12 Within the Primary Development Zone of the Settlement Boundary, 10
provide for an appropriate expansion in the variety of retail facilities so that the

Frank O'Gallachéir Q'Gallachoir & Associates Lid. 5




village includes a range of retail outlets that provide for the day to day
convenience needs of the local population.

* The Zoning Objective for the Village Centre-Primary Development Zone is "fo
create a consolidated and vibrant mixed-use seitlement cenire that is the focal
point for the delivery of the retail, commercial, social service and activity needs of
the local population and its hinterland and to promote the settlement centre as a
lourist hub”. Objective L.G30 states that this area will be “promoted for the
development of a range of small scale retail outlets to provide for the needs of the
local population”.

* The Zoning Objective for the Mixed Use Area-Secondary Development Zone is
Vto provide for the sustainable development of a mix of uses including residential,
employment communily and recreational uses to provide for the needs of the
existing settlement and 1o allow for future growth of the settlement. Policy LG35
will allow for the limited extent of spillover of the uses permitted in the Primary
Development  Centre onio the Secondary Development Zone lands which
immediately adjoin the boundary”. Policy LG36 states that “retail developments
(excluding tourism retail) were generally not be permitted at any location within
the secondary development zone except for areas adjoining the boundary with the
primary development zone-village centre”.

o The Zoning Objective for the Tourism Corridor Zone-Laragh-Glendalough is
“to provide facilities and infrastructure that contributed the improvement of the
visitor experience of Glendalough™. Objective LG38 states that all lands located
within this area are considered to be within the "rural area” and planning
applications shall be assessed on the basis.

e The Zoning Objective for the Tourist Attractions Zone-Glendalough is to
enhance the visitor experience of Glendalough Monastic City and the Wicklow
Mountains National Park whilst also ensuring that integrity of the heritage of the
area is maintained and improved.

» Policy stated in the Proposed Settlement Plan that “all areas should be considered
as mixed development areas with primary uses but not necessarily excluding all
other types of development”

3. MR. JOSEPH O’NEILL SUBMISSION

3.1 Submission Rationale

Planning permission was granted in April 2005 for the change of use of the previously
approved bed-and-breakfast accommodation to a hotel. See Planning Register Reference
04/2045.
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Planning permission was subsequently granted in March 2009 for retention of various
extensions and alterations to the said Woollen Mills hotel by Planning Register Reference
08/20. We attach a copy of the site map relating to this existing hotel.

Whereas the Proposed Settlement Plan seeks to consolidate mixed-use development
including tourist accommodation within the settlement boundary of Laragh village, it
neglects to include our client's hotel within the village boundary. Mr. O’Neill welcomes
this policy. However our client is concerned that the zoning of his hotel within the
Tourism Corridor Zone would restrict the improvement of his tourist hotel in the long
term. This would be contrary to the objectives of the Proposed Settlement Plan to
increase tourism accommodation within the village and to lengthen the stay and spend of
tourists within Laragh. In order to resolve this conflict from the Settlement Plan, it is
necessary to extend the Secondary Development Zone to include the curtilage of our
client's Hotel. See Map 1.

There is a lack of clarity in relation to the Council’s development management policy in
relation to tourist-related shops, factory shops, factory outlet centres and casual trading
units within the settlement. It is not clear if such tourist-related retail development is
permissible or not within the Tourism Corridor Zone or within the Tourist Attractions
Zone. In particular no tourist-related shops, factory shops, factory outlet centres and
casual trading units should be permissible within the Tourist Attractions Zone which is
the centre of the ancient Monastic City and natural amenity area.

Our client supports the stated Wicklow County Council policy of concentrating all retajl
development including tourist-related development within the Village Centre Primary
Development Zone and to adjacent spillover areas within the Laragh Settlement
Boundary Area.

3.2 Submission Request

i
Our client requests the Council to incorporate clear statements regarding tourist-related
retail development in the Laragh-Glendalough Settlement Plan stating the following, that:

* To extend the boundary of the Laragh Secondary Development Zone to include our
client's existing hotel curtilage. See attached Map | and Site Map outlining the hotel
curtilage. See Map 1. !

* No tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops, factory outlet centres
and casual trading units) will be permissible within the Tourist Attractions Zone
which is the heart of the Glendalough Monastic Settlement {

* No new retail units of any type will be permissible within the Tourism Corridor Zone.
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* New tourist-related retail developments (including factory shops, factory outlet
centres and casual trading units) will only be permissible within the Village Centre-

Primary Development Zone or in suitable spillover areas within the Secondary
Development Zone.

4, CONCLUSION

We request the Council to take these matters into account in considering the Laragh-
(ilendalough Settlement Plan in order to protect the natural heritage and visual amenities
of the Glendalough area and to maximise the economic return to the local economy from
day-trippers and other visitors to this high amenity area.

Frank O’ Galachoir
Dip. T.C.F, M.S¢., M.L.LP.L.

Date: 29™ July 201
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