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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

Tue county of Wicklow, one of the smallest in Ireland,

lies directly south of Dublin, and contains an area of 660
square miles, being thirty-three miles in length by twenty
in breadth, with a population amounting to 110,767 per-
sons. It is bounded on the east by the Irish Sea; on
the west by parts of Carlow, Kildare, and Dublin coun-
ties, and on the south by Wexford. There are three
haronies and four half-baronies in this county, viz. Ark-
low, Newcastle, Ballynacor, baronies ;—the half-baronies
are, two of Talbot's-town, one of Rathdown, and one of
Shillelagh. The partition of Wicklow into baronies was
probably subsequent to that of the other counties in
Ireland ; for, although the boundary of the county was
virtually assigned by the prescription of limits to the sur-
rounding shires, which occurred in the reign of King
John, yet we find that the dignity of a county was with-
held from this division of Leinster until 1605°.

The ancient inhabitants of this part of Ireland, accord-
ing to Ptolemy, were the Cauci ; but the uncertainty of
the divigion in the old maps is such, that the Cauci and
Menapii may both have inhabited the country afterwards
called Wickenloe. At a very early period, viz. in the
fifth century, religious characters and establishments

# This is beautifully and coneisely expressed in the Hibernia Dominkeana,
in the following words : ** Wickloe patrum memoria 1605 comilatus jus

indult, Equite Arth. Chichester pro-rege.”
b
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appear to have existed in various parts of this county.
Of these, Palladius and St. Coemgen or Kevin, were
the most distinguished for their piety and learning. *The
aboriginal chieftains of Wicklow, the O'Tooles, O’ Byrnes,
(O’ Kavanaghs, and Walshes, are now either extinet or in
total obscurity, and their once great domains have passed
into other hands.

There are, accoriding to the county survey, fifty-eight
parishes and only twenty churches in the whole county.
This number of parishes is too small, for several, which are
counted as one in the fifty-eight, are unions ; for instance,
Arklow is an union of eight. The patronage of these
benefices is divided between two sees, Dublin and Ferns,
the Archbishop of Dublin having the greater proportion.

The face of the country is extremely varied ; in one
part rich, level, and fertile ; in another, mountainous and
barren. The vein extending from Bray to Arklow,
bounded on the east by the sea, and on the west and
north by the mountains, is rich and beautiful. Here the
climate is milder, owing to the shelter of the northern
hills, and the soil more fertile than in the western part of
the county, and the crops and harvest much more early.
The central division, in a direction north and south,
although apparently barren, waste, and desolate, is not
unproductive, for here the ancients raised iron in abun-
dance, and probably gold, while the moderns have pro-
cured copper and lead in great profusion. The more
westerly division possesses both mountain and lowland,
but being much interrupted by the irregular protrusions
of the adjacent counties, and not being either so pictu-
resque or romantic as the other divisions, it has been less
accurately described. One barony, particularly, Shi-

* Sep Ortclius's Map of Ireland.
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lelagh, is so remote and inconvenicnt of approach, that it
is seldom seen except by its own residents. M. Frazer
has applied a very appropriate image to the illustration
of the face of this country, mountainous and rugged in
the centre, but skirted by rich and fertile land ;—* it re-
sembles,” says the author of the Survey, ““a frieze cloak
with & lace border.” Thisappears a more happy applica-
tion when it is remembered that the manufacture of frieze
is carried on amidst these very wilds. '

The visiter to this county will in vain look for either
peculiarity of costume or distinctness of accent: inter-
course with the metropolis has destroyed the former,
and no county in Ireland is s0 completely free from the
least tincture of peculiarity in dialect. Perhaps the total
extermination of the Irish language may have contri-
buted not a little to this circumstance, for in most other
counties the peasantry converse in their native language
only.

reader, it is now necessary to explain the arrangement of
the following pages, and point out how they may be used
with the best advantage. The county is supposed to be
subdivided longitudinally into three sections ; the first,
an the sea coast, extends from Bray to Arklow ; the second,
from Enniskerry to Carnew ; the third, from Saggard to
Baltinglass. The tourist is conducted, in a serpentine
direction, from Dublin to Arklow, in the south, back 1o
Enniskerry, in the north, and then to the south again to
Baltinglass, by which means he sees the entire of this
county, and part of the neighbouring ones. This divi-
ﬁm-humpnndlﬂththen-imﬂm of the county by
the three great lines of road, which pass through the
centres of each subdivision, the Rathdrum, the Military,
and Enniscorthy roads. The tourist is advised to pro=
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ceed to Bray, and while there, several interesting subjects
are pointed out: the directions are not only arranged for
those who intend visiting every object of curiosity or
interest in the county, but also for those who do not wish
to proceed farther than one day’s journey : for this rea
son, Powerscourt, the Dargle, the Waterfall, and Kil-
ruddery are all described as distinct and independent
subjects, which may be visited from the village of Bray,
i the course of a few hours, or else may be taken on the

route of the tourist as all other places.
To return, then, to our fellow-travellers who are res '
solved upon accompanying us, per varios casus :—setting
out from Bray, we pursue the new road through the glen
of the Downs, and passing through Newtown Mount
Kennedy, visit every attractive scene or object from thence
to Arklow. The different inns are mentioned, and the
precise distances stated. Turning to the south we pene-
trate the uninhabited wilds and romantic dells in the
mountainous tract which occupies the centre of the
county, in which the mineralogy, now an important and
interesting subject, has been carefully attended to. And
even in this wilderness, the traveller will find such ¢
rections as will enable him to be perfectly secure ¢
meeting comfortable inns to rest at. We now p
the Military road, and having reached the Scalp
Dublin, prepare to reconduct our reader through Tallagh,
Saggard, and Blessington, into a country of a different
character, and which probably will not afford him as
much gratification. Should he refuse to take advantage
of our directions in pursuing the road to Baltinglass,
him not, at all events, reject our suggestion of visiting
Russhorough, the seat of the Earl of Miltown, and the
Waterfall of Poul-a-Phuca, both which can be readily
accomplished in a day’s tour. 1

'
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GUIDLE

TO THE

COUNTY OF WICKLOW.

ROAD FROM DUBLIN TO BRAY.

Tue general view exhibited, in the preceding chapter,
of the distribution and arrangement of the following di-
rections, renders it unnecessary to advance & reason here
for supposing the tourist to enter the county of Wicklow
by Bray, in preference to any other road ; so that we shall
proceed at once to describe the places through which the
ride to Bray necessarily leads, and also to state by what
deviation the interest of the scenery may be much in-
creased.

The celebrated road along the shore of Dublin Bay to
the villages of Black Rock and Dunleary *, fashionable ;
bathing places in the golden days of Irelund, is the com- |
mencement of our route. Black Rock is now much de-
cayed, but Dunleary, or, as it has been denominated
since the visit of his Majesty, n, is an improving
" settlement : here are two very piers, an asylum
harbour, and considerable works, tending to improve the
port of Dublin, carrying on under commissioners ap-

* The population of Dlack Rock amounts to 1276 persong, and that
of Dunleary to 1505,

I
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pointed by parliament. Leaving Dunleary te the left,
' you now proceed to the village of Cabinteely *, above
which, on the right, stands Cabinteely House, the seat
of Miss Byrne, the representative of an ancient and re-
spectable family. In a glen, behind the hill of Cabin-
teely, called Brennan's or Bryan's Town, is a crom-liagh
for inclined stone), one of the most perfect in the king-
dom. Not far from the cross roads of Cabinteely, a large
area, of about 120 acres, is shown, where 4000 men were
" encamped, in 1795, which encampment was continued
for several years. (Ine little elevation, called Drum-gun
Hill, seems to have been continued through ages as a
military rendezvous ; its present extraordinary name is
not borrowed from its having been a field of encampment

in 1795, but from its being the precise spot where the
army of king James encamped, and remained for five
successive days after the battle of the Boyne : on one of
the intervening nights the king slept at Puck’s Castle
upon the side of Shankhill 4.

The encampment of 1795 should properly have derived
its name from the lands of Cabinteely, but it was usually
called Leighlinstown Camp. About one mile farther is
the pretty village of Leighlinstown, in an agreeable
hollow, watered by a mountain-stream ; the disposition

the ground on the banks of the rivulet, and the irre-

* At a considerable distance to the right, in the centre of a thickly

inhabited and richly wooded country, a majestic obelisk is seen, rais-

ing its tapering summit to the height of 100 feet. ‘This was erected at
the sole expense of the charitable and humane Sir Pigot Piers, bart. in

1740, in order to give employment to the poor.

t There is a house at the village of Chapel-Tzod, about one mile
from Dublin, which it is said was occupled by king James in the morn-
ing, and by king William in the evening, of the same day.
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gular manner in which the cottages are scattered, form
altogether a very pleasing and picturesque seene : here is
the seat of Mr. Justice Day. Bray is now only three
miles distant, and the road every instant becomes more 1
and more interesting. On the right, the heights of I
Shankhill bound the view, while in the front are seen
the Great and Little Sugar-Loaf Mountains, and the *
stately promontory of Bray Head: on the left, the beau- \
tiful shore of Killiney gradually discloses itself, and its
hills rise boldly from the water.

OLD CONNAUGHT, BRAY.

At the foot of Shankhill are several very beautiful |
demesnes: among these, the seat of Mr. Roberts com-
mands the most extensive view, being the most elevated,
but the most pleasing and elegant demesne in this neigh-
bourhood belongs to the Right Hon. William Conyng- k
ham Plunket ; the house is a handsome square building,
commanding an extensive and rich prospect, and the
grounds are laid out with good taste, and undergoing ‘
daily improvements. The lands around Mr. Plunket's
house, until the year 1641, belonged to an ancient fa-
mily, the Walshes of Old Connaught: but, from the
subsequently distracted state of the country, the unhappy
proprietors found it expedient to dispose of all their lands
which were not forfeited, and withdraw to France, This
final desertion of the abode of their ancestors, took place
in 1691, immediately after the treaty of Limerick. Part
of the old mansion stood until very lately, and was pulled
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down only a little before the demesne came into Mr.

Plunket’s possession,

There is a small chapel, wrapped in ivy, with a favour-
ite and much revered cemetery, in the Old Connaught
avenue, nearly opposite to Walcot Lodge. The chapel
was of similar design, and its dimensions equal to those
of the little cell at the foot of Bray Head. The ruin is
preserved in all its interesting and picturesque solemnity,
by a gentleman not less remarkable for purity of taste,
and acuteness of judgment in elegant literature, than

for a dignified yet unaffected, unassuming yet assiduous
discharge of the clerical duties of the populous parishes

of Bray and Old Connaught, of which he (the Rey. Wil-
liam Plunket) is at present the incumbent.

Un the retired road from Old Connaught village to
Fassaroe, the seat of P. Crampton Esq., within the wall

of Mr. Westby's demesne, and on the left side of the
road, stands an old cross with its arms enclosed in a circle,

and beside it, on an elevated pedestal of neat modern
workmanship, a baptismal font very ingeniously executed,
They both, probably, belonged to the chapel of Old Con-
naught just mentioned. Crosses, it is true, were erected
even at distances from any ecclesiastical edifice, but fonts
not so. This cross was much taller, but the shaft was
broken about three feet from the pedestal, against which
the fragment may be scen leaning.

Within a mile of Bray is Crinken, and near it several
splendid demesnes ; on the left, opposite the road leading
to Walcot Lodge and Old Connaught, is Cork Abbey, a
fine venerable-looking place, containing a quantity of
large timber trees, with well laid down and extensive

lawns ; the mansion is but badly suited to the beauty
and dignity of the demesne.
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Here you enter the town of Bray, part of which is in |

the county of Dublin, and part in that of Wicklow ; the
river being the boundary, or rather the separation of the

counties.

The tourist has been conducted to Bray by the usual
and the most direct road ; but, as we suppose that eXpe-
dition is not the only nor the chief object of the majority
of tourists, we shall here suggest a deviation from the
high road, which, while it increases the length of the
journey from Dublin to Bray by three miles only, in-
creases the pleasure of the drive a thousandfold —we mean
a detour over the Killiney Hills. When you arrive at
Kingstowp, you should endeavour to coast along the
shore, as closely as the roads will admit, and, passing the
old castle and harbour at Bullock, inclosed by a pier of
Danish erection *, proceed to Dalkey : here are the ruins
of seven castles, erected in the reign of Elizabeth, for the
purpose of protecting the guards employed in resisting
the incursions of pirates, who then frequented the coast
in great numbers.

The next ohject deserving attention is the common of
Dalkey, a wild, uncultivated, but beautifully picturesque
spot. A description of the delightful scenery in this
neighbourhood would lead to an unjustifiable digression
in a work treating of the county Wicklow solely: the.
tourist or reader must be content with a mere recital of
the places he is to pass in this line of road, and a bare
cnumeration of the objects which should detain him on
the way.

® There ls, beside, another extraordinary rempant of antiquity ncar
Bulloek, a druidieal rocking stone. See their uses spoken of in the
Descriplion of Luggelaw.
|
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From Dalkey Common the road lies up Killiney Hi]:[
warils I h: this hill was once higher, an
p —— but part has been cut down
and carried away to construct the pier at Kingstown.

Passing by Loftus Hall, you reach the gate of the deer-
park, and about twenty yards beyond this, Bray Head,
Killiney Bay, and the Valley of Bray, are all suddenly
unfolded to view. This sublime scene, unequalled ‘h}'
any thing in Wicklow, and unrivalled by any the Guide
knows of elsewhere, with the exception probably of that
from Baron Hill, in the Isle of Anglesea, is ample com-
pensation indeed for this digression of the tourist ; and
when his Majesty visited the county of Wicklow, in 1821,
he was conducted hither, on his return, by his noble host,
the late Lord Viscount Powerscourt. There are three hills
in the Killiney range, all rising very abruptly from the
sea; upon the summit of the centre one, at a height of
475 feet from the water, stands an obelisk, erected by

Uolonel Mapas, in 1741, for the same excellent purpose
which induced Sir Pigot Piers to build the more beautiful

pillar at Stillorgan *, the year preceding : fromn this obe-
lisk the panoramic view is so incredibly beautiful, that
the experience of the visiter is the only testimony he
would rely on, and which we inost anxiously recommend
him to adopt. From this are seen the Bays of Dublin
and Killiney, an amphitheatre of mountains extending
from Bray Head, in the south, to the extremity of the

Dublin chain, the richly cultivated country around the
metropolis, the islands of Dalkey, Ireland's Eye, and
Lambay, and the peninsula of Howth. This is merely

a catalogue of names ; description cannot convey an ade-

¥ Sece page 2,—nole.
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quate idea of the beautiful disposition which Nature has
made of these numerous objects of her creation.

Let us now hasten towards the appointed goal, the
town of Brav; on the way thither, from the village
of Killiney, there are but two objects of additional in-
terest, as the view continues uninterrupted, and equally
beautiful, until you reach the Dublin road, where the
lowness of situation excludes further scenic enjoyment
until you arrive at Bray, At Killiney, in a field behind
Mount-Druid Demesne, is a druidical circle, containing a
temple, with the chair of the high priest and sacrificing
stone ; these curious remnants of antiquity are carefully

preserved in an enclosure, and cannot be visited without
the permission of the proprictor. On the side of the hill,
overlooking Leighlinstown, is a pyramidal pillar, erected

to the memory of the late Duke of Dorset, who was killed
by a fall from his horse, while hunting with the Lord

Powerscourt’s hounds. His grace was, at the time of

this melancholy catastrophe; not more than twenly-1wo

years of age, had resided for some time in Ireland, and,
by his gentlemanly and amiable manners, created a ge-
neral feeling of affectionate regard towards him in the
hearts of the nation : his noble mother, then vice-queen
of Ireland, had an incontestible proof, in the respect
shown to the memory of her son after death, of the sin-
cerity of the regard entertained for him by this country
during his lifetime.

At the foot of Killiney Hills, on the south bank of the

Leighlinstown River, stand the ruins of Shangana Castle,
now converted into a barn or store-house, the walls of
which are very perfect; and about half a mile farther
the Bray-road is joined, which was quitted at Black
Rock.

[
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TOWN OF BRAY.

Tue town of Bray is situated upon a river of the samc
name, the boundary of the county Wicklow, ten Tmlm
from Dublin, and within less than a quarter of a mile of
the sea ; part stands on the Dublin side of the river, but
the greater portion is in the county Wicklow. On every
side are gentlemen’s seats, improved in the most expen-
sive manner, and with admirable taste. Near the bridge,
on the Dublin side, is Ravenswell, formerly the seat of

the Rowleys, but now let to yearly tenants ; and, at the
upper end of the town, on the Kilruddery road, are several
exceedingly neat cottages, which let for the season at
rents of nearly 100/ each. Behind the town, as you ap-
proach from Dublin, rises Bray Head, a lofty and com-
manding promontory, its outline bold and irregular, its
colour always dark and gloomy, and its sides precipitous
and rugged ; this, we mentioned, was seen by the tra-
veller under very peculiar and pleasing circumstances,

for the first time, from the Killiney Hills. The river of
Bray, which is the same that flows through the Dargle,

is spread over a wide waste of moory strand, for a distance
of a mile from the town: the body of water is not con-
siderable, while the fall is sufficiently great ; so that, by
a little embanking, and the erection of one or two weirs
between the Dargle and the mouth of the river, this
valley and the trout fishery would be much improved, a

great quantity of land, now barren, recovered, and the
number of water-falls would form a series of pretty ob-

jects in the drive towards the Dargle.
Bray 1s a rectory in the diocese of Dublin : the chureh,
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which stands on the river side, is large and comfortable,
angornamented with a steeple and spire.  Divine service
is @ttended, in summer, by numbers of persons of rank
and respectability, the neighbourhood being still a fashion-
able bathing place ®*. There is a regular post here, and
two fairs are held in each year on the 1st of May and the
20th of September: great quantities of frize and flannel
are exhibited for sale, and some black cattle and sheep.
In the town of Bray is Quin's famous hotel ; his house
is large, and kept with neatness, regularity, and ele- |
gance ; his charges moderate, and the accommodation and
attendance cannot be excelled, Quin’s chaises are supe-
rior in decoration and style of equipment to any thing in
England ; and, besides these, he is supplied with a num-
ber of handsome barouches, for the accommodation of
parties visiting the beautiful scenery in this neighbour-
hood, and in every part of Wicklow. Quin was the
tirst person who introduced an elegant and improved
style of posting into this kingdom, and has carried it to
such a degree of perfection that he is never likely to be
rivalled. Had there been many such improving and.
epirited persons placed at the head of respectable esta-
blishments through the kingdom, intercourse and civili-
zation would bave advanced more rapidly, and Ireland
had been spared the censure and the laugh raised against
her, by one of her .most distinguished novelists, in the
story of the Knocka-crockery Post-boy.

In front of the inn are the arms of the Earl of Meath,
to whom a great part of the town of Bray belongs. There
is an old castle at Bray, near which a desperate battle

* The population of Bray is estimated at 2407 souls. Here are two
charity schools, one containing 57, the other 120 females.,
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was fought in 1690, between the armies of William and

James. Here are, also, a handsome Roman an:

Chapel, and a barrack for infantry. .
TEZ road in front of Quin’s hotel leads to the sea-

shore ; the strand is shelving and pebbly, and bathing is
practicable at all hours. No attempt has yet been made

10 improve the harbour, so that only small craft come near

the town ; there is neither quay, wharf, nor pier. It was

once suggested to construct a rail-way from the moun-

' tains, through the vale which the Bray river waters, to

the river’s mouth, and there erect a pier, where the

' mountain granite could be exported, for the purposes of

' building in other places ; but this suggestion appears to

' have been rejected without any examination.

? A plan for forming an available harbour at the mouth
of Bray river, was lately made by Alexander Nimmo,
Esq. The features of his plan consist of, a pier thirty
perches in length, at right angles to the beach, com-
mencing from or near the Tower, and south of the beat-

house: thence issues an arm of twenty perches, at an
obtuse angle, northward into six fathom water, ter-

minated by a kant. From the boat-house again' a
straight pier is to issue, opposite the kant or jetty,
twenty-four perches in length. The breadth of the
harbour entrance to be ten perches, and the area in-
closed four acres, having a depth at high water of
about fifteen feet.

The preceding plan is most flattering, and, to those ac-
quainted with the shore, apparently full of truth: there
are besides two very powerful arguments in favour of
an attempt to accomplish it, the sagacity of the pro-
Jector, and the liberality and public spirit of Mr. Quin,
who is ready to advance five hundred pounds’ sub-

&

%
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scription in aid of this public, we had almost said na-
tional, object.

Following the coast to Bray-Head, a work of pleasing
difficulty is presented, the ascent to its summit, an eleva-
tion of 507 feet above low water; this can be accom-
plished by a little perseverance, though it is quite impos-
gible to climb round the precipitous cliffs which hang over
the sca. In this dark and inaccessible brow, the curlew,
cormorants, and gulls build their nests, and on the ap-
proach of a storm, or on being disturbed by any unusual
noise, they endeavour to rival the solemn rolling of the
waves by their loud and melancholy screams, while they
darken the chasm, in whose front they have built their
nests, by flitting from rock to rock in wild and unmeaning

Bray-Head * is composed chiefly of quartz rock, divided
into two great masses, the division between them being
marked by a hollow in the middle of the hill ; the coast
around the head-land consists of numerous suceessions of
stratified rocks, which ascend part of the northern and
eastern brows of the head. Upon the strand, on each
side of this promontory, are found pebbles, white and
almost pellucid, which strike fire but weakly, being im«
perfect crystals. Variously coloured pebbles are also
found all along the Wicklow coast, bearing a resem-
blance, according to Rutty, to Egyptian; these strike
fire with steel, and cause no ebullition with acids ; they
admit of cutting, and receive a high polish.

The view from the summit of Bray Head is beautiful,
varied, and extensive ; to the west are seen the two Bugar

# Perhaps it was so named from some fancied resemblance it bears to
& neck, which is called Braighe, in Irish, or from Bri, a hil’s — Ifarris.
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Loaf mountaing, backed by the majestic Douce, at whose
foot the extensive plain of Powerscourt appears spread

out: to the north appears the village of Bray, with its
church and steeple, the latter a beautiful emblem of as-

piring civilization : at the foot of the hill is Mr. Putland’s
demesne, occupying the sloping ground between the high
road and the strand : beyond Bray river the sinuosities of
the coast, but most of all Killiney bay, are striking fea-
tures in this delicious picture. The extreme distance is
occupied by the islands of Dalkey and Lambay, the for-
mer of which appears to have been separated from the
Killiney Hills by a bold inroad of the dissociating ocean.

The most agreeable descent is by the side of the hill
that hangs over the village and bathing strand : just as
the strand is gained, the antiquarian may observe a small
chapel, the walls of which are tolerably perfect, forty
feet in length by eighteen in breadth. It is built in a
direction north and south, having a small circular-headed
window in each end; the door-way is in the east side,

and is ornamented by an architrave of cut granite. In

the same side is a loop-hole three feet in length., One
tradition asserts, that this, as well as a similar cell at
Killiney, was built by a Danish water-guard for the
protection of the fisheries; but the chapel of Old Con-
naught and others, remote from the coast, seem to con-
tradict this opinion. It has too decidedly an ecclesiasti-
cal character to be mistaken by an antiquarian, therefore

the legend which ascribes its foundation to St. Patrick +

15 more worthy of credence.
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RILRUDDERY.

At the market-cross, in the village of Bray, the road
divides ; the branch to the right leads to the glen of the

Downs, joining the new line of road from Dublin to
Rathdrum at Holly-brook gate. The road, diverging to
the left, passes Mr. Putland's demesne and the woods of
Old Court, and, turning to the west of Bray Head, leads
to Kilruddery, the seat of the Earls of Meath. Herea new
line has been carried up the side of the hill, from which
is an extensive and delightful prospect of the beach from
Bray to Killiney Hills, This circuit returns again to the
old Windgate road, and so on to Wicklow, by Kilcool and
Killoughter.

The chief object in conducting our fellow-travellers
along this road is, to visit the demesne and house of Kil-
ruddery. The grounds are laid out in an old-fashioned,
formal style of Dutch pleasure-grounds, and are, in this
country, quite unigue. In front of the house are two
long, straight, and narrow ponds, inclosed by lofty trees
on either side, and separated by a terrace of smooth green
turf. Amongst the shrubberies are some of the finest
evergreens in Ireland. In one place is a cireular pond,
inclosed by a hedge of beech, nearly 20 feet in height ;
the shelter and stillness constantly preserved by the
height and closeness of the surrounding skreen, render
the surface of the pond a perfect mirror, in which the
little amphitheatrical panorama is reflected.

The pleasure-grounds higher up the hill are disposed
in a uniform manner ; from different centres broad green
walks diverge, as radii of a circle, inclosed by close beechen
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hedges, at the end of which run long, straight tu:rruulzls,
carpeted with smooth and soft green moss. Here the
arbutus is seen of an enormous size, aud_ indeed every
tree in the demesne appears to wanton inl the luxuri«
ance of its situation, for all have outstripped the usual

imi ' wth.

hm&iﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂﬁﬂ in the demesne of Kilruddery,
by the present Earl, are directed by a most refined taste,
and can only be justly estimated by those who remember
what a very uninteresting residence it was, when the road
passed near the house, and through the very centre of the

grounds. _
The old mansion of Kilruddery becoming unfit for the

residence of a nobleman of taste and fortune, was re-
moved in the year 1820, and the present splendid build-
ing commenced upon the same site, This beautiful H..nﬂ
singular structure is after the design of an eminent artist,
W. Morrison, Esq. to whose ingenuity and taste Shelton
Abbey, in this county, will bear a lasting and enviable
testimony. ‘

Kilruddery House represents the style of architecture
of the latter end of Henry's and beginning of Elizabeth's
reign, that style which superseded the florid gothie, and
is now called the old English : many specimens are to be
seen in England, but not a single instance in this coun-

try. The exterior here is richly decorated with orna-
mental carving ; bower windows are surmounted by

open-work balustrades, the summits of each pier being

ornamented with armorial bearings. The entrance is
beneath an octagonal tower, crowned with a cupola, ris-

ing in the centre of the north front. Ascending, then, a
broad flight of steps, the great hall is entered. This
splendid apartment, which rises to the height of the
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building, is an admirable specimen of the ancient ba-
ronial hall, the scene of noble-minded hospitality and
grandeur, where minstrels

‘" Poured to Lord and Lady gay
The unpremeditated lay.”™

The walls are wainscotted with oak, to about one-third
of their height. at which level a gothie cornice and frieze,
filled with armorial bearings, runs round the chamber.
Above this the light is admitted, on one side, by a row
of lofty windows, glazed with stained glass. An open
arcade is continued round the remaining sides ; the
arches of which corresponding with the windows, pre-
gerve continuity and uniformity. The ceiling is sup-
ported by carved oak-beams, resting on open-work brack-
ets, springing from goshawks, the family crest, carved in
dark oak. The grand staircase opens from the hall, and
is richly and beautifully decorated. The reception rooms,
which are in suite, open on the great hall ; they consist
of a morning-parlour, dining-room, library, and great
drawing-room : the last mentioned apartment, which is
44 fect in length, is subdivided by two skreens of por-
phyritic columns, supporting a rich entablature. There
is, besides, a small drawing-room, with a singularly
beautiful pendentive ceiling ; this elegant apartment
terminates the suite, and opens into an extensive consery-
atory, filled with the choicest plants.

It may not be uninteresting to the tourist to be put in
possession of some short account of the antiquity of this
very noble family. The family of Brabazon is derived
from the province of Brabant, in Flanders, whence
Jaques, surnamed the great warrior, came to the aid of
William, Duke of Normandy, in the conquest of kEng-
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land. This appears from the insertion of his name in
the roll of Battel-Abbey, There were many distin-
guished members of this family, but none so much so as
Sir William, Vice-Treasurer and Receiver General of
Ireland in 1536. The property of this family in the
county Wicklow is considerable, and most agreeably
situated, the greater part in the neighbourhood of Bray.
The lands of Kilrothery, or Kilruddery, were formerly
the property of the Abbey of 8t. Thomas, in Thomas-
court, Dublin, and granted to the Brabazon family on
the 31st of March, 1545, together with other church

lands. The first title conferred upon this illustrious
house was, Barons of Ardee, 1616, to which the Earldom

of Meath was added, 16th April, 1627°*,

* There is a very favourite old song, called the Kilruddery Hunt,
now scarce attainable, and-a copy of which is said to have been pre-
sented to his present Majesty George IV. Ly the Earl of Meath, which
perpetuates the local history of Kilruddery and its vicinity at the period
of its composition, 1744. It was written by Father Fleming, of Adam
and Eve Chapel, in the city of Dublin, a very distinguished preacher of
that period, and whose sermons on the Passion are still held in estima-
tion, although the early part of his life does not appear to have been
either literary or seriptural, being passed as a commissioned officer in
the Austrian service. DBefore its publication, and only a few days sub.
sequent to the event it commemorates, the song was first divulged and

sung at the house of one of the sportsmen, on the Bachelor's Walk ia
Dublin,

KILRUDDERY HUNT,

A MORT REMARKARDLY ADMIRED OLD BONG,

Hark, hark, jolly sportsmen, a while to my tale,
Which to pay your attention I'm sure cannot fail:

“Tis of lads, and of horses, and dogs that ne'er tire,
Orer stone walls and hedges, through dale, bog and briar;
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The only object of cither statistical or picturesque in-
terest, on the coast road, is Grey-stones, a little, wild

A pack of such hounds, and a set of such men,
*Tis & shrewd chance if ever you meet with again:
Had Nimrod, the mightiest of hunters, been there,

‘Fore God, he had shook like an aspen for fear.

In seventoen hundred and forty and four,

The fifth of December, | think "twas no more,

At five In the morning by most of the clocks,

We rode from Kilruddery in search of a fox.

The Laughlinstown landlord, the bold Owen Bray,
And Squire Adair, sure, was with us that day,
Joe Debill, Hall Preston, that huntsman so stout,
Dick Holmes, a few others, and so we sel oul.

We cast off our hounds for an hour or more,

When Wanton set up a most terrible roar;
Hark to Wanton ! eried Joe, and the rest were not alack,

For Wanton's no trifler esteem'd in the pack.

Old Bonny and Collier eame readily in,

And every hound join'd in the musical ding

Had Diana been there she *d been pleas’d to the life,

And one of the lads got a goddess to wife.

Ten minutes past ten was the time of the day

When Reynand broke cover, and this was the way ;

As strong from Killegar ns though he could fear none,
Away he brush’'d round by the house of Kilternan,
To Carrickmines thence, and to Cherriwood, then
Steep Shankhill he elimb'd, and to Ballyman glen,
Bray commaon he cross'd, leap'd Lord Anglesea’s wall,
And seem’d to say, ** Little I HIH'FIF.'.“

He ran Bush's grove, up to Carbury Byrn's;

Joe Debill, Hall Preston, kept leaping by turmns:
c 3
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headland, composed of a durable slate rock. The situa.

tion is much exposed, the rock stands in deep water, and
presents encouragement for improvement and specula-

The earth it was open, yet he was so stout,
Though he might have got in, he chose to keep out.
To Malpas’ high hill was the way then he flew,—
At Dalkey-stone common we had him in view ;

He drave on by Bulloek, through shrub Glanagery,
And so on to Monk'stown, where Laury grew weary,

Through Rochestown wood like an arrow he pass'd,
And came to the steep hills of Dalkey at last ;

There gallantly plung’d himself into the sea,

And sald in his heart, * Sure none dare follow me.™
But soon, to his ccst, he perceiv'd that no bounds
Could stop the pursuit of the staunch-mettled hounds;
His policy here did not serve him a rush,

Five couple of Tartars were hard at his brush,

. To recover the shore, then, again was his drift,
But ere he could reach to the top of the eliff,

He found both of speed and of running a lack,
Being waylaid and killed by the rest of the pack.
At his death there were present the lads that | 'v
Save Laury, who, riding a garron, was Aung :—
Thus ended, at length, a most delicate chase,
That held us five hours and ten minutes’ space

¢ sung,

We return'd to Kilruddery's plentifal board,

Where dwell hospitality, truth, and my lord ;

We talk'd o'er the chase, and we toasted the health
Of the men that ne'er struggled for places of wealth.

3 ¢t on though you fall,
leap over you, your blimd gelding and all.”
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tion. There are seven families residing here, all em-

ployed in the fisheries, and also a preventive water-guard,
The formation of an harbour at this point would be

very desirable : there is no shelter for shipping along the

coast from Waterford to Kingstown, near Dublin; an
asylum also is much wanted for the small craft en-

gaged in the fisheries ; and, as a packet station, it is
most eligible, being accessible at all times of tide:
packets between Daw-pool, in Cheshire, and Grey-
stones, in Wicklow, might sail and arrive at all times
and tides without any obstructions but what are inse-
parable from the watery element. Mr. Nimmo sur-
veyed this coast, and reported favourably of the na-
tural advantages of Grey-stones: his estimate for the
erecting of a serviceable pier was 4000 : this would

enclose an area of two acres in an outer harbour, and
one in an inner, having a depth of ten feet at low water,

sufficient to float all coasting vessels, as well as steam
vessels, of 200 tons burden.

To the right of the road leading to Grey-stones, ai a
distance of about one furlong, is seen the small chapel or
cell of St. Crispin. It is entered by a porch, placed at
the west end, and was lighted by one circular-headed

window: it is now unroofed, and the walls clothed
with ivy: the adjacent ground does not appear to have
B T T Y N 2 WL S A ST PRSP

Each glass was adapted to freedom and sport,

For party affairs we consign’d to the court;

Thus we fnish’d the rest of the day and the night

In gay flowing bumpers and toasts of delight.
m.ﬂnmmmpmmmmhm.
So some they went one way, and some went another ;
And as Phabus befriended our earlier roam,

So Luna took care in condueting us home.
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been used as a cemetery, although the body of a seaman,
washed on shore mear Rathdown Castle, was interred
here.

At a short distance beyond this chapel, beside a little
stream in a deep ravine, and on the bold, sea-beaten
shore, stand the ruins of the once strong and extensive
castle of Rathdown. The ground plan may be distinctly
traced by the heaps of ruinous masonry, now all grass-
grown, which, like lifeless bodies that occupy the very
spot on which they perished, lie regularly and artificially
arranged in square, and circular, and other usual archi-
tectural forms. The basement of one large square tower
may still be seen, the walls of which are four feet in

thickiicons : in the castorn silde wasn a circular-hcaided
window, the architrave of which is yet tolerably perfect.

Wild and deserted as the whole of this district, from
the Windgate road to the beach, now appears, with
scarcely a comfortable residence, and no arborical vegeta-
tion, it was once the site of the village of Rathdown, and
surrounded by baronial and ecclesiastical edifices. The
castle, 8t. Crispin’s cell, and the parish church, were
within short distances of each other and of the village.
Upon the final deletion of the village, Col. Tarrant, the
proprietor, razed the tomb-stones, disinterred the bones
in the church-yard, and recommitted all to the earth

again in one large pit dug for the purpose, after which
he erased the church itself. Thus has all the greatness

of Rathdown passed away; nor would even this historie

sketch be found to perpetuate its memory, if chance had
not directed the Wicklow Guide to the cottage of a pea-

sant, then in his 96th year, near Grey-stones, in whose
:11_151.1]:“13 tenacious memory the traditions of Rathdown
still lived, and where they also were fondly cherished.
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Colonel Tarrant was succeeded in the proprietary by Col.
Edwards, and both by Mr. Latouche.

From Kilruddery you may pass up the hill to Wind-
gate, and on to Delgany, or return 1o Bray, and pursue

the Dargle road.

DARGLE®".

To preserve system in our Guide, we have deemed it
expedient to describe each particular place in the order
of travelling, with the exception of the Dargle, Powers-
court, and Kilruddery, which, being so close o the town
of Bray, follow the account of that place without having
any precise arrangement in prospect. :

The new mail-coach road, not crossing the bridge or !
entering the town, turns off opposite the gate of Ravens-
well, and keeps parallel to the river for about two miles,
then passing the river, runs up the vale towards Wing- l

ficld, while the tourist re-crossing, passcs by the Dargle- r

gate to the village of Enniskerry. |
_ The Dargleis a deep, dark, wooded glen, whose opposite |
sides mlunln-,t]muhmilunlylpiﬂlgtleﬂ for lhe\
torrent, which appears to struggle through with difficulty

and interruption : both hills are thickly wooded with cak |
from bottom to top; through these, paths are cut, in an

jrregular and picturesque manner, and the wild rustic
road which ran from end to end was extremely beautiful |

haps the

* This name appears to be a corruption of Dark Glen, or pet
Glen of the Oaks, which is in Irish, Darglin.
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and appropriate ; this, however, has been sadly altered
by the late proprietor, Lord Powerscourt, in order to
admit his Majesty’s carriage to drive through, which
could not have been done with safety along the old road ;
nor did this great sacrifice of the romantic beauties of the
Dargle afford the expected gratification, as time would
not permit his Majesty to visit this delightful scene.
One path leads along the brow of the hill through a
thick grove of oak trees, and winds irregularly along,
while various others conduct to the river in the bottom
of the glen, where the scenery is of the most romantic
description. The grouping of rock, wood, and water, in
one particularly picturesque passage, is peculiarly beau-
tiful, and has employed the pencil of the artist repeat-
edly: here the opposite sides of the glen seem to have
been originally connected, and severed by some convul-
sive shock of nature, the rock, which was their bond of
union, appearing to have been rent asunder, and a chasm
of a few yards only opened, through which the torrent
bursts its foamy way : the fall is not of any considerable
height, but the quantity of water is sufficient to produce
the effect of grandeur: the rocks at either side are lofty,
overhanging, and crowned with foliage, while in a recess
beneath the brow of the northern hill, is a little plot of
ground, of which the river's bed has heen defrauded,
where parties of citizens from Dublin enjoy their rural

through. This regulation has seriously cheoked the rising prosperity of
the town of Bray, without Producing any Compensative advantage to
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upon the bank, and dinner laid for twenty or thirty per-
gons. During the summer months the road near the

Dargle-gate presents more the appearance of a gountry
fair, than the vicinity of one of the most romantic glens

in the world.

From this little inartificial banqueting-hall, pass to
an eminence near the river, upon which stands a pretty
moss-house : from this there is rather a limited view of
rich sylvan scenery, the pleasing effect of which is much
heightened by the uninterrupted roar of the continually
falling waters. The channel of the river is not only ex-
tremely confined, but is filled with large shapeless blocks :
of granite, apparently denuded by the torrent which
forced its passage through the dell, and which seem fixed, E
as if they could, in the lapse of time, overpower the course

of the river—
at ille

Labitur et labetur in omne volubilis evam.”

The moss-house has been for several years much neg-
lected : the number of persons of all ranks admitted indis-
eriminately to the indulgence of whiling away their mo-
ments of leisure and relaxation, necessarily exposed it to
the defacing hand of the uncultivated intruder ; but, for-
tunately, the beauties which the Dargle possesses are of
such a character, that the destroyer can mutilate but lit-
tle, unless he changes the very face of nature, for such a
combination of mountain, wood, and water, canmnot hﬂ\

much influenced by the adventitious acquisition, or re=
moval of a grotto or a cottage.

The only places in the county Wicklow to which we °
mmmguuhnugle,mﬂu]]nﬂ‘: Glen, and Dun-
ran. In the first, the river is quite inferior in magnitude
and fall, and the surrounding scenery by no Means com-
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parable to the pleasing entrance at Fassaroe, or to the
egress at the fruitful vale of Tinehinch ; besides, the
Devil's Glen denies that advantage the tourist so much
enjoys in the Dargle, viz. the practicability of walking
and climbing through the trees along the sides of the
glen. In one point only has the Devil's Glen any ad-
vantage over the scenery of the Dargle, that is in the
magnificent waterfall at the head of the glen. Dunran
is at once placed out of competition from the want of

water, and leaves the Dargle in sole possession of the
fame of being the most delightful scene of the kind in
the whole range of Wicklow beauties.

From the moss-house the path, or rather road, winds

- through the woods up the side of the glen, until it reaches

an opening amongst the trees on the left ; passing through

- this, you find yourself upon a projecting platform of rude

shapeless rock, elevated above the summits of the trees on
either side, and projecting into the very centre of the glen;
from this elevated station, called the Lover's Leap, the
distant view is both rich and romantic, while the contem=
plation of nearer ohjects is connected with feelings of an
awful and terrific character. The sudden elevation of
the rock on which you stand, and the extreme perpen-
dicularity of its sides, enable you to look directly down
into the very bottom of the glen, which is here darkened

by the approaching opposite woods, whose horrors are
increased by the solemn rolling of the brown and ane

gry torrent which foams between them. Tradition
states, that a disconsolate and forlorn lover cast hime
self down this awful precipice into the abyss beneath,

'. but, unlike the fortune of the ill-fated though admired
Sappho, the memory of the deed has survived his name.

A second commanding elevation lies some short dige
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tance from the Lover's Leap, the view from which is
rather different ; it commands, on one side, the wide ex-
tended prospect of Tinehinch and Powerscourt demesnes,
with the lofty mountain of Kilmalin in the back ground,
and, on the other, a considerable sweep of the glen itself.
We are now arrived at the extremity of the Dargle, about
one mile from where we entered, anid passing through a
rustic gate, find a few neat cottages on a sloping bank,
commanding a view down the glen ; Mrs. Grattan's cot=
tage is seen upon the opposite hill, and beneath, the
beautiful vale in front of Tinchinch-house, with the river
winding silently along, and finally disappearing at the
entrance of the narrow glen, as completely as Virgil's
Velino at its sudden fall *

At these cottages, parties carrying provisions with them
are accommoidated with exceedingly neat apartments to
spread their frugal fare ; and the industrious citizen who
has devoted the six preceding days to the laborious accu-
mulation for the evil hour and the present provision for
his numerous dependents, and whose interpretation of the
scriptural sabbath does not forbid a part of it being given
to amusement, whiles a few hours of his Sunday here in
wholesome, and according to his religious tenets, innocent
recreation. So great is the partiality for this species of
rustic fite, that when the cottages are occupied, the dis-
appointed parties content themselves with the green turf
upon the bank, nor does any thing seem wanting to their
happiness ; so that even those who condemn the appr
priation of any part of the sabbath to mirth, ﬂ"’ﬂn
sceing so many of their fellow-

.

# Yap Addison’s Remarks on several Parts of Italy.
n a
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[n the rich and verdant valley of Tinehinch * stands
the residence of James Grattan, Esq. M. I'., eldest son of
that distinguished patriot the late Right Honourable
Henry Grattan. The history of this great man remains
so0 green upon the memory of the present generation of
both kingdoms, and is so likely to preserve that bright-
ness of colouring, until the gratitude of one country, and
the magnanimity and candour of the other shall totally
fade, that I shall be excused for not introducing here
some biographical sketch of the late proprictor of Tine-
hinch. The anonymous Tourist of Ireland in 1780 says,
that the house of Tinehinch was originally designed and

erected by the Lord of Powerscourt as an inn ; and Arthur
Youne, the agrieultural tourist. remained here for se-

veral days in 1776. But as neither splendour of wealth,
nor beauty and grandeur of habitation, nor any earthly
acquirement, save integrity, magnanimity, and intellec-
tual greatness can bestow universal and enviable noto-
riety, so Tinehinch was unnoticed and unknown, until it

became the residence of that proud, unsullied, and in=
flexible statesman, Henry Grattan, who died as he lived,
in the service of his country.

We now take leave of the Dargle, and passing through
a few fields, arrive at the Tinehinch-road ; on the right,
at the distance of about a quarter of a mile, is the village
of Enniskerry, close to which is the principal entrance to
the demesne of Lord Viscount Powerscourt.

* Tinehinch signifies a peninsula, from the Irish words, Tine, almost,

and Inch, a corruption of Inis, an jsland, the river winding round it in
such a manner as almost to insulate the site.



FOWERSCOURT. 4

POWERSCOURT AND CHARLEVILLE.

Tux demesne of Powerscourt has long and deservedly
been celebrated for its beauty ; it extends over a space of
about 1,400 acres, 700 of which are about the mansion,
500 in the waterfall glen, and the remainder in the north
side of the Dargle, which also belongs to his lordship.

On the summit of Enniskerry-hill stands a lofty mag-
nificent gateway of cut stone, at the termination of a
broad and shady road: here is the chief entrance to the
demesne: the grounds are naturally disposed, in the most
pleasing and picturesque manner : on the right, from the
entrance to the house, is a tolerably level expanse, re-

claimed from the mountain, while on the left, hill and
dale succeed in endless variety ; the lawn in front of the

house is a continued inclined plane, terminated at its base
by the Glenisloreane river, which, flowing from the
waterfall through the deer-park, divides the demesnes of
the Lords Rathdown and Powerscourt, and passing on
through the Dargle, falls into the sca below Bray. The
extent of wood in this vicinity is very considerable, the
whole demesne of Powerscourt being richly clothed—this
is joined by Charleville, the seat of Lord Rathdown, like-
wise well planted with forest timber. Beyond the river
are the woods of Ballyornan, the seat of William Quin,
Esq., and in the valley those of Tinehinch : such a union
of favourable circumstances as the conflux of so many
little wooded glens, all adorned with seats of nobility and
gentry, and kept in a high state of cultivation and im-
provement, cannot fail to produce a most luxuriant and
splendid scene.

Powerscourt-house stands on the summit of a hill
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sloping towards the river, in a very commanding situa-
tion, and presenting its front to such an extent of coun-
try, that in travelling from Bray to the waterfall, when-
ever you catch a view of the house, you think at that mo-
ment, that you are directly in front of it: this curious
effect is partly produced by the equality of distance at
which the road is always kept, so that if we suppose the
house to be the centre of a circle, the line of vision is the
radius of a large circle, of which the traveller in motion
describes the semi-periphery :—this singular property of
Powerscourt-house being immediately discovered by every
tourist, secemed to require some explanation,

The house is a large and nearly square building, the
design of Mr. Cassels, architect of the National Bank,
and of Rusborough House, the seat of the Earl of Mil-
town, in the west of this county ; it is built entirely of
cut stone, and is rather substantial than beautiful. The
hall is a large area of 80 feet by 40, but the height dis-
proportioned, having double arcades on either side, deco-
rated with stucco work ; the ceiling is divided into square’
compartments, having each division inclosed in shell-work®
of stucco, and the same pattern continued round the

il

heads of the arches on each side. In the parloar, at the
end of the hall, are two admirable paintings, the Rape of
the Sabines, and Mutius Scavola holding his hand in the
flame in presence of Porsenna ; the artists’ names are not
known. On this floor is a suite of apartments laid out
in very elegant taste, and commanding a most unrivalled
prospect. In the next story is the grand ball-room, of
the same dimensions as the hall, but double the height ;
on each side a row of eight fluted pillars supports a gallery,
omamented with triple arches, with intervening skreens;’
at the angles are placed pilasters corresponding ; the floor

-




is of walnut wood, disposed in diamonds and lozenges.
It was in this splendid and princely apartment that his
Majesty King George 1V. was entertained at dinner by
the late Viscount, on the day of his embarkation at Kings-
town, after his visit to this country in August, 1821 ; and
the chair, which the illustrious visiter occupied during the
banquet, remains in the room. The suite of rooms on
this floor communicates with the great saloon by a large
gate at the end: here a series of elegant apartments,
splendidly furnished, succeeds; and in one of the pavi-
lions, at the extremity of the range, is an octagonal room,
entirely lined with cedar. These are the principal objects
of curiosity or interest likely to attract attention in the
house of Powerscourt; nor is the visiter to expect that
. these are subjected to his view at all hours, and without
permission. By a regulation, dated the 10th of June,
1822, the public are informed, that the permission for-
merly granted of visiting those parts of the demesne called
iLmE Dargle and Waterfall, at all times is withdrawn ; and,
that in future the privilege will be allowed upon Mon-
days and Thursdays only: it further states, that no visi-

. ters will be admitted on Bundays.
These regulations appear to have been called for from

the numerous depredations committed, resulting from the
indiscriminate admission of persons on Sundays ; and pro-
bably are not meant to extend to the case of foreigners or
perfect strangers in the country, whose applications are
sure of meeting a polite reception from his lordship’s
agent, Robert Sandys, Esq.

Behind the house is a field called Hampshire, contain-
ing 64 plantation acres of tillage, a singular phenomenon
in agriculture ; this extensive field was reclaimed and laid

FOWERSCOURT.
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down as a race-course, by a former Lord Iowerscourt,
when famine was wasting the country, for the sole pur-
pose of employing the starving poor. The interior of this
beautiful field is now in a state of the most perfect culti-
vation, while there is a delightful ride around, within the
wall of the inclosure. It is not unusual to see in this great
area, at the same time, eight or ten different crops and
guccessions. The soil throughout the demesne varies from
light sandy to gravel and retentive clay, and produces ex-
cellent herbage, either for sheep or black cattle : the land
is all in excellent condition, and the farm well stocked ;
the late Lord Powerscourt was a resident and improving
proprietor ; the present Lord is a minor.

The family of Wingfield is very ancient and noble ; the
name’is derived from the castle and manor of Wingfield,
in Suffolk, of which the family was possessed before the
Norman Conquest. Camden mentions the Wingfields
as famous for their ancient gentility and knighthood ; so
early as 1087, it appears that Robert Wingfield was Iurllk
of Wingfield Castle, and he was succeeded by many per-
sons eminent for their virtues, valour, and learning. In
the will of Catherine, wife of William Wingfield, who
died in 1418, is this extraordinary bequest:—Tothe
parishioners of Cotton, in Suffolk, 10/ to keep an anni- i
versary for her husband on the feast of St. Bartholomew; j
and 20/, to be kept in a chest, and lent to her tEnlttH, 3
upon pledges, without interest, every borrower to say j

1
1

five Pater-nosters, five Aves, and a Credo, for her soul.

Sir John Wingfield, lord of Letheringham, served the |
Black Prince in the wars in France, and afterwards wrote
his history ; after him were many noble members of the

family, in whose wills most singular bequests are men=
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tioned : but for these, and many other curious and in-
teresting anccdotes, the reader is referred to” Lodge's

Peerage.

In the reign of Elizabeth, Jagques Wingfield was ap-
pointed Master of the Ordnance and Munition in Irelanl,
and in 1560 had a commission to execute martial law in
the territories of the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles, and the
marshes of Dublin : he accompanied Lord De Grey in
an expedition to Glenmalure against a body of rebels
under the command of Fitz-Eustace and Pheagh Mae
Hugh. In 1600, Sir Richard Wingfield, who had greatly
distinguished himself in the suppression of Tyrone, on
which occasion he received a wound in the elbow, and also
displayed great valour in an attempt upon Calais, was ap-
pointed, by Elizabeth, to succeed Sir Richard Bingham as
Mareschal of 1reland ; upon the demise of Elizabeth, King
James re-appointed him to the office, and sent him against
8ir Cahir O'Doghertie, who raised a rebellion in Ulster in
1608. The result of this expedition was beyond his Ma-
jesty's most sanguine expectations ; the Mareschal slew
O' Doghertie, suppressed the tumult, and took Sir Neile
O'Donel in his camp at Raphoe: for these services, he
was granted the lands of Fercullen, containing the whole
parish of Powerscourt, with the exception of about 1,000
acres, now belonging to the Earl of Rathdown. The pro-
vinee of Fercullen was once the estate of Luke Toole or
Tuil of Castle Kevin, near Anamoe. At the time of the
grant, land appears to have been measured by the mile,
and perhaps even miles then were imperfectly caleulated,
50 that the precise quantity of land in the grant is not
casily ascertained ; the inquisition states it to be 20 squarc
miles: a late survey has found the Wingfield estate in

Wicklow (for the family have others in Wexford and also
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in Hampshire), to be upwards of 16,000 acres. ]‘l:l. 1618,
the same distinguished officer was created Viscount
Powerscourt, which title has since become extinet three
times : but in consideration of the noble origin and great
services of the former viscounts, the dignity has been con-

ferred uniformly upon the nearest kinsman.
The late viscount was a constant resident at Powers-

court, and a noble example indeed to the absentees of

Ireland, of what benefits they might confer upon their
afflicted tenantry, and of the actual cruelty of deserting
them. The parish of Powerscourt is inhabited by a happy
and comfortable tenantry ; and the county of Wicklow,
since the rebellion of 1798, which overspread the face of

the kingdom, has continued in the most perfect tranquil-
lity. In this unfortunate rebellion the attachment of his
tenantry to the then viscount was very remarkable ; when
all the nobility and gentry fled to the capital for shelter
and protection, Lord Powerscourt, with the true spirit of
his great ancestors, continned to inbabit his mansion in
Wicklow, and fortified it for defence. Upon the roof of
the house, which is flat and sheeted with lead, his
tenantry (now converted into faithful yeomanry) to whom
he intrusted his life, kept constant guard ; and, with 100
of these trusty and attached adherents, he persevered in
preserving his family and property, while other parts of
Ireland teemed with blood.

Among the various and numerous improvements of the
late lord, the most ohvious to every tourist are those in
the village of Enniskerry *. The situation of this delight=
ful little spot is naturally beautiful : upon the side of a

* Enniskerry contains 28 houses and 165 inhabitants, with two poos
schiools,

AT L
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very steep hill, at the foot of which runs a rapid moun-=
tain torrent, a number of cottages are scattered in an

irregular and picturesque manner. A few years since,
the habitations in this little hamlet were so wretched,

that the advantage of situation was utterly lost; but the
late proprictor erected a number of handsome cottages,
the designs of which are certainly in a style most happily
suited to the character of the surrounding scenery.

The air is considered extremely pure, and recommended

in pulmonary complaints: its neighbourhood to the Scalp,
Waterfall, Dargle, Tinehinch, &e. would have had sufli-
cient influence to induce a residence, and the only pre-
ventive hitherto was the want of convenient dwelling-
houses; the beautiful cottages, after the old English
style, erected by Lord Powerscourt, remove all obstacles,
and supply all wants: and if a road was carried from the,
new bridge at Enniskerry, along the river to the mail~
coach road at Fassaroe, so as to afford easy communication,

with Bray, the village of Enniskerry would become a fa-
ehionable summer residence, to which its natural beauties,

and the taste of its modern improvements, justly entitle it.

Amongst the new buildings in Enniskerry, the school-
house near the bridge, and the curate’'s cottage, a little
higher up, are most attractive, and do much credit o the
artist who designed them. There is no church in the vil-

lage, that belonging to the parish being in the demesne of
Powerscourt * : the vicarage of Powerscourt, called also

Stagonill, is in the diocese of Dublin, the Archbishop be-
ing patron. The school-house was erected at the expense
anmdPuwmm,thnﬂﬂuthnlmimmmnm!nﬂ:

* The church was improved and enlarged by the late Lord Powers-
court at an expense of about 1,900/
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of the peasantry were unceasing, and whose acts of be-
nevolence were princely and continual : in one apartment
" ofitisa lending library, to induce and cultivate a taste
for useful knowledge, which the want of books at home
militatés so much against. Though this is conducted upon
a very excellent plan, yet its success depends much upon
the attention and energy of the different persons who con-
trol and direct it. '

ROAD TO THE WATERFALL.

Havixe visited the demesnes of Powerscourt and Ti-
nehinch, the village of Enniskerry, and the glen of the
Dargle, we shall conduet our reader, or our fellow-travel-
ler, to the celebrated cascade, called Powerscourt Water-
fall. Previous to the King's visit to Lord Powerscourt,
his lordship, at a very considerable expense, cut a road
through his demesne to the deer-park, and up to the very
waterfall. This, though much the most pleasing ride,

cannot be enjoyed without permission; the usual road
| lies below the house of Powerscourt, passing close to Ti-

nehinch, and, crossing the bridge, then turns to the right.
On the right lies Charleville, the beautiful seat of the
Earl of Rathdown, and on the left Ballyornan, the seat
of W. Quin, Esq. The road all along is overshadowed
with lofty ash, beech, and elm trees ; and through occa-
sional openings on the left is a delightful view of Great
and Little Sugar-Loaf, with extensive plantations, and
with many beautiful seats at their bases. The Earl of
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Rathdown possesses about 1,200 acres in £} is neighbour-

hiood, insulated by the grounds of Lord Powerscourt, and

the only land in the = rish that does not belang to his

lordship. The hor £7 ar’ .leis -« . d'pretey,

. faced with meoup* in granite, and toe wnbe surmountéd

by a handsome pediment, with a plain tympanum. The

view is much enriched by the proximity of Powerseourt
demesne, of which it appears to be a part.

Passing Charleville, the road now winds round the de- |
mesne, and turning to the right, about a mile farther,
enters the deer-park. At the gate the tourist should
pause and contemplate the bold, sublime, and truly

" s the reverse of the present. Here is an uninterrupted
view of four miles in length, through a wild and deso=
late pass, overhung by rugged mountains on either side, |
and gt the remote extremity rises Kippure Mountain, a |
height of 2,527 feet ; beneath this bold summit is the

]
crater-like excavation of Lower Lough Bray, 1,482 fect
above the level of the ocean, from which a stream issning
waters the entire valley. About one hundred feet below
Lough Dray is seen Glencree Barracks, commanding a
view of-the glen from end to end, and looking more like
some lordly mansion stripped of its woods, than what it

is really found to be upon a nearer survey.

Entering the deer-park, an extent of 500 acres, the

road, crossing the river, lies through a forest of ancient

ﬂhﬁiunhﬂnthnlhﬁﬂﬂﬂnfmm:mmtﬂmup
to their very summits. The glen called the deer-park,is

in the form of a semi-circle, the mountains on cach side

! as you enter the vale, uniting at the end. After a drive |
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of nearly one mile, in a direct line towards the mountain
that blocks up the end of the glen, the waterfall is per-
eeived issuing from the top of an overhanging cliff, which
is completely perpendicular, and falling from a height of
" three hundred feet into a natural reservoir below, behind
| a group of lofty rocks. Ata distance, the upper part of
- the fall appears a continued stream of frothy foam,
| gliding slowly down the face of the mountain, while
' the lower part is occasionally seen through a group of
pretty trees, moving with greater veloeity. Advancing
close to the fall to seek a solution of the phenomenon of
the different degrees of velocity with which the waters
appear to fall in different stages, it will be found that
the rock in some places presents sloping superficies in-
clining from the perpendicular descent, and these being
covered with moss, the stream of foam is arrested and
retarded in its progress through the mossy bed, and ap-
pears to glide on slowly to the extremity of that stage,
whence it is precipitated to a second inclination, and so
on to the bottom ; while the water, which appears to
adhere to the moss-grown rocks, moves with impeded
velocity, another and greater quantity falls almost from
the very top to the very bottom without interruption, so
that two different degrees of velocity are observed at the
same time in the falling of the water. In dry seasons it
rather trickles than falls, but in winter, or after a quan=
tity of rain has fallen in the valley above the cascade, the
torrent rushes over the brow of the hill with the greatest
‘mpetuosity, projécting masses of rock and earth toa con=
siderable distance, and falls into the very bed of the river
below without the least interruption. Near the bottom
of the fall a pretty wooden bridge is thrown across the
river, leading to a banqueting room of Lord Powerss
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court. From the centre of this bridge, which is exe-

cuted with much taste, a natural rainbow may be dis- |

tinetly seen in the falling spray, about half-past five or six
o'clock on summer mornings, the colouring of which is
extremely vivid.

The front of the hill on each side of the fall is ex=
ceedingly steep, almost impracticable of ascent. There
is a perilous path on the right, by which skilful climb-
ers frequently ascend, and reach the origin of the fall.

|

About four years ago, a young gentleman who attempted |

to outstrip his companions in agility, and attain the sum-
mit sooner, having turned from the path, reached a spot
from whence all advance or retreat was attended with
imminent danger. The presence of mind and manly

E

courage he exhibited, appeared to have entitled the un-

happy adventurer to a better fate, for, perceiving his aw-

ful situation, he deliberately took off his shoes and stock-
ings, and threw them from him, in order to catch a more

tenacious hold of the rocks: alas! his ill-fated lot was

cast, and the next step hurlad him to destruction. Per- |

of the same melancholy character, which has occurred

haps this is the only instance that could be mentioned,

here, although thousands annually place themsclves in

situations of nearly equal danger in the same place ;
scarccly a summer day has passed for years, upon which
one or two partics at least have not spent some hours in
wandering through the deer-park, and afterwards dined
upon the green bank beneath the waterfall. r

The glen, altogether, is very like the park of Rydal-
Hall, in Westmorland, but possessing the additional ad-
vantage of the waterfall and river. From the fall, the
river, passing under the rustic bridge, winds throuzh the
woods in a most picturesque manner, and skirting the

K.
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base of Coolakay and the Long-Hill Mountains, passes
on through the woods of Charleville, Powerscourt, Ti-
nehinch, &c. into the Dargle. At the entrance of
the deer-park, the Glenislorcane is met by the river
from Glencree, and at Fassaroe the Glencullen river
unites its waters with those of the Dargle, and this union

of tributary strcams flows on through Bray village
into the Irish sea, near the promontory of Bray:head,

Within the park this stream is called the Glenisloreane—
outside, the Glencree—farther on, the Dargle—anil, ulti-
mately, the Bray river.

There are some features of this extended and beautifyl
park still untold, amongst which perhaps the most fin-
portant and interesting is the ascent of Douee® Moun.

tain. This stupendous mass, the hizhest point of which
is 2,392 feet above the low water level, is conspicuous in
every view round Bray, Powerscourt, and Enniskerry,
by the cairn of stones on thic summit, and by its great
elevation, being 388 feet bigher than Great Sugar Loaf.

The usual and the most agrecable ascent of Douce js
made by climbing the front of the waterfall hill, which
15 a shoulder of the mountain, to the right of the fall:
this is a work of considerable difficulty up to the height
of about four hundred feet ; thence following the course
of the Glenisloreane, a gently and gradually sloping bank
leads, with little more labour, to the summit. I'he sur-
face, from the commencement of the ascent to a height
equal to that of the origin of the fall, is a continued bed
of moss, heath, or wild grass, very grateful to the feet
of the pedestrian. Here the lof Lty summits of Douce aml
its bold neighbour, the War-hill, begin to appear, and

* Usually pronouneed Djouce,
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continue to be unerring directors of the traveller's course.

/pon Douce mountain granite is found, gomelimes near
the surface, particularly on the north, where it is con-

nected with the War-hill, which is also composed in

great part of granite. T'he summit consists of a quantity

of denuded mica slate, containing a portion of quartz.
The summit of Douce is the great natural observatory
of this part of Wicklow : the view is but little interrupted
at any side, and in some Jirections is of a most pleasing
and interesting character. To the south are secn the
Wicklow mountains, whose summits appear not unlke
a succession of waves, 1ossedd about in the wildest and
most irregular manner, above which the majestic Lugna-
quilla raises his lofty head ; to the north, the beautifully

i dented coast of Dublin, the hill of Howth, Lambay
island, and, in clear weather, the northern coast of Ire-
land, with the mountains of Down. The sca view 18 of
a similar character to that from the View-Rock at Dun-

ran, while the vale of Bray is much more distinetly secn
from Douce.
South of Douce, and at the extremity of a continued
slope, clothed entirely with heath, is seen the glen of
Lough Tay, or Luggelaw, the bottom of the vale not
being visible. The descent from Douce is gradual, and
casy to pedestrians; this mode of visiting Lough Tay
is frequently adopted by expert tourists, for, indepen-
dently of the ultimate ohject of the tour, the view from
Douce will be found a sufficient rewari for the trouble

of the ascent.

There are those for whom the ascant of a lofty moun-
tain does not possess attractions gufficient to counterba-
lance the fatigue of the undertaking ; for them nature
has provided resources of a differcnt, and perhaps not
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]Eﬁ gratifying character. Let us suppose, then, our
fellow-tourist at the foot of Powerscourt Waterfall, al.
most sated with a long and attentive admiration of its

pre-eminent beauties, and desirous of further exploring
the beautiful scenery of the deer-park, without under-

taking so arduous a task as the ascent of Douce. Cross-
ing the river Glenisloreane at a ford below the rustic
bridge, there lies a pathway through a long green vale,
thickly wooded, and intersected by a rivulet from the

mountains : on one side is the Long Hill, and the shoul-
der of Douce forms the barrier at the other. A walk of
nearly two miles up this vale leads to the wall of the
deer-park, in which there is a stile permitting egress to
the Roundwood road. This, then, is the third mode of
withdrawing from the glen of the waterfall ; the first is,
by returning to the gate, and retracing part of the old
road, to wind round the mountain. and ascend the Long
Hill, from whence the view is beautiful and command-
ing; the second by ascending Douce mountain, and
crossing over into Luggelaw ; and the third, by passing
through the park, in the direction just now mentioned,
to the Roundwood road.

The tourist who does not purpose proceeding farther,
may return to the inn at Enniskerry, three miles distant,
and thenee through the Scalp to Dublin, or to Bray, five
miles distant, where he is ten Irish miles from Dublin,
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THE GLEN OF THE DOW NS,

« At a distance of about three miles and a balf from
Bray is the entrance to the Glen of the Downs, so called
from its opening into a country abounding in a species
of fertile grounds usually called Downs; it is formed by
two very abrupt hills of an elevation of twelve or thir-

iven hundred feet, clothed with woml from the lowest
level of the glen to their summits. The distance be-

tween the two opposite sildes of the glen is so smaull as
only to admit a good carriage way, which runs along the
margin of a little murmuring stream. Near the north
entrance of the glen a small plat of ground has beem
reclaimed, and improved into a beautifully verdant lawn,
at the remote extremity of which stands Mrs. l.atouche’s

Cottage, built with the best possible rustic taste : it con-
tains a number of apartments; one on the ground-
floor is appropriated to the purposes of a museum,
and a second is used as a banqueting room, where
Mrs. Latodche sometimes entertains her friends at lun-
cheon. In front, the roof projecting considerably al- "
fords covering to a rustic bench, standing on @ floor-
ing of fancy-paved work, before which a little rivulet
gurgles pleasingly along, and meanders through the lawn,

'hﬁ!ﬁhﬂwwtﬁhhﬂ'mlm
Hﬂhﬂmﬂﬂmmm-ﬁim
of age: h_!;-u-ﬂm_.jupmﬂﬂm.ﬂ arandchildre

and one great-great-grandchild—in all, 208 direct

~ living.
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until at last, entering the surrounding groves, it 1s totally
hid fromn the sight. On the opposite side of the road a
corresponding lawn islaid down, planted with forest trees
of picturesque and luxuriant forms ; and on the summit of
the hill, behind this little improved spot of ground, a
few cottagers reside, whose chief support is derived from
supplying parties from Dublin with accommodations,
either in their cottages or on the green turf beiore them,
to enjoy their cold collations. Driving through the glen, -
to the left, and on the summit of the hill above Mrs, La-
touche's Cottage, are seen the Banqueting-room and Oe-
tagon Temple, the situation of which cannot fail to excite
the astonishment of the passengers in the glen below, for

they appear ready to abandon their aerial stations, and
mingle with the enormous masses of rock in the bottom

of the vale, which were perhaps in former ages their na-
tural companions.

Behind the cottage is a winding path, speedily con-
ducting the active pedestrian to this object of curiosity,
and an easy and gently ascending road winds round the
hill in a southern direction, and back to the Octagon
Temple. The high road is continued through the bot-
tom of the glen to the gate of Belle-View demesne,
and thence to Delgany village and church. The most
Judicious arrangement for visiting the Glen of the Downs,
Belle-View, and Delgany, after reaching the cottage, is
as follows:—Having visited Mrs. Latouche's Cottage,
ask permission to walk through the woods along the pri-
vate road to the top of the hill, while your carriage drives

through the glen, by the high road, to the gate of Belle=

View demesne, where it should remain until the return

of the party. As the hill is ascended, an extensive pro-
speet of rich and cultivated downs, is had at each extre-



HELLE=VIEW. 43

mity of the glen, and from which, as has been mentioned,
it derives its name; to the north is seen the Sugar-loaf
Hill, in form of a perpendicular cone, the vertex of which
is composed of horn stone, with quartz rock of a purplish
or pale pink colour; the apex of the cone is extremely
pointed, the mountain itself completely insulated, and
measuring 2,004 feet above the level of the sea. The
Great and Little Sugar-loaves, together with Bray Heal
and Shankhill, are all detached mountains, and being
composed mostly of quartz rock, stand like so many mo-
numents that have resisted the abrading power of the
clements, while their more decomposable associate, clay
slate, has faded and given way.

BELLE-VIEW.

Surrosk, then, the visiter to have undertaken the ex-
pedition just now mentioned (of proceeding by Mrs. La-
touche’s private road along the front of the wooded hill,
beneath the octagonal temple), a most extensive and di-
versified view is gradually disclosed ; to the south, the
richly wooded and highly improved tract of country from
Delgany to Wicklow, bounded on the east by the sea,
and on the west and north by lofty mountains, which
afford so much shelter, that the climates at the northern
and southern sides of the chain are sensibly different.

This vast and fertile tract of country, which is thickly
inhabited by gentry, is composed of alluvial strata of
limestone-gravel, pebble, linestoue and marl, all of which
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can be converted to the purposes of manuring. In the
last of these substances, viz. warl, the fossil horns of the
Moose deer are found, an animal of enormous size, for-

merly an inhabitant of this country, and still existing in
North America. A head and antlers of this stupendous
creaturg were some years back discovered in a marl pit in
Mr. Archer’s grounds of Tornore. A warm dispute has
existed for years amongst naturalists, as to the classifica-
tion of this Hibernian animal, some calling it the elk,
while others, with more propricty, have endeavoured Lo
establish the truth and certainty of its being of the spe-
cies called amongst the Algolguin nation, Moose®. In
a pit belonging to Mr. Brownrigg, in this county, many
specimens of fossil remains have been found ; the horus
found at Tornore are preserved in Newtown-mount Ken-

nedy house,

Havingreached the southern extremity of the hill, a
pretty seat is discovered, sheltered by trees, consisting of
drapery and ornaments in the style of an castern pavilion ;
it is usually called the Turkish Tent, and commands a
view of the fertile vale towards Newtown-mount Ken-
nedy, already spoken of t.

After indulging in this delightful prospect, the visiter
leaves the tent, and proceeds along the top of the hill, in
a direction contrary to that by which he reached it, by
a path winding through thick shrubberies of evergreens,
for a distance of nearly quarter of a mile; on the left

* See ! Moose Deer” in the Guide to the Lakes of Killarney.

t Froun this place, but within the demesne, is a view of a rustic ha-
bitation, composed of routs and branches of trees, thatched with heath :

in fromt are Gothic arches, and within, rustic seats: from this litile cha-
racteristic building there i3 a very pleasing prospect of the glen itself.
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of this walk a little cottage, concealed amongst the trees,
is the dwelling of an old woman, whose chief employ-
ments are, the care of the octagon room and the attend-
ance upon visiters.

The Octagon House is a small building, raised upon a
rock in an extremely exposed and elevated situation ; the
interior is hung with drapery, and assumes the appearance
of a bell tent : from the windows, which are glazed with
plate glass, there are varied and extensive views, that to
the south, over the Downs, to the north, of the Sugar-
loaf, Scalp, &c. ; there is here a small but judicious col=
lection of books, and some few shells and minerals. In
the hall of the octagon building is a stuffed panther, so
placed, that it scarcely ever fails of startling the stranger
who enters unwarned of its presence.

Below the octagon house is a very curious building of
rustic masonry, or rock-work, called the Banqueting
Room ; it is built in the Gothic style, and in imitation,
probably, of an apartment excavated from a solid rock ;
it is now much gone to ruin. The octagon building,
which was erected in 1766, is the design of Mr. Enoch
Johnson ; the Gothic Banqueting Room was builtin 1788,
after the design of Francis Sandys, Esq., an eminent
architect. and a native of Ireland, who died at Belle-
View.

To the east of the Octagon House, on the very summit
of the hill, is a Rustic Temple, which when in repair, must
have been a pleasing object, and from which there is the
nost extensive view in all the grounds of Belle Vie , for,
from its elevated situation, the view is uninterrupted on
every side. This little temple, being composed entirely of
wood unbarked, and not being attended to, in going
fast to ruin, but enough of it rermains to mark the spot
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as an admirable station for wiewing the surrounding
SCenery.

We now quit that part of Mr. Latouche's demesne,
which cannot fail to excite feelings of the highest pleasure
anid admiration in the lover of beautiful and enchanting
seenery, one who feels more gratification in being in.
debted to nature than to art, and who is engaged more
(as Wicklow tourists generally are) in search and al-
miration of the beautiful than the uscful. We come now
to speak of Mr. Latouche’s house, gardens, conserva-
tory, &e.

This respected and amiable family are the descendants
of David Digges Latouche, an officer in La Caillimote’s
regiment, who fought at the battle of the Boyne in
1690 ",

The late David Latouche purchased the lands of Bally-
donough (now Belle-View) in 1753, from the Reverend
Doctor Corbet, Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin. The de-
mesne originally consisted of 300 acres of fertile land,
but considerable additions have been since made to it:
the house is a plain, extensive structure, the centre part
of which was built in 1754, and the wings afterwards

* In Lodge’s Peerage, Vol. 2, p. 402, we find the following informa-
tion relative to the La Touche family: ** This Family have been settbel
in Ircland sinece the revoeation of the edict of Nantz; thelr original
name was Digges, and leaving England in the reign of Henry 11. setthed

near Blois, where they had large possessions, particularly the estate
callead La Touche, whenee they borrow their name. David Digges la

Touche was the first who eame to Ireland, and was an ollicer o La
Caillimote’s French regiment at the battle of the Boyne in 16 ; he
afterwards became an eminent banker in Dublin, aovd died suddenly i
145, wher he was attending divine service in the Castle-chapel ¢ he lefl
two sons, David, remarkable for hus benevolenee, and James Digges.”
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added : the expense of the whole is estimated at about
30,0000 ; very extensive out-offices are attached. besides
a house, devoted to the use of a number of poor female
children, whom Mrs. La Touche, with that benevolence
which appears alinost inseparable from the very name
of this amiable family, eduecates, clothes and supports,
until they are of a sufficient age to enter upon more im-
portant tasks in life. The system of educating the poor

of Ireland is now very generally adopted, and many of
the resident gentry have day-schools attached to their

establishments: the benevolence which prompts this line
of conduct cannot be sufficiently admired, while, at the

same time, the noble-minded and charitable persons with
whom the practice originated should not, on this ac-

count, be deprived of the deserved praise due to the ori-
vinators of the charity; among-t whom, the respected

individual, the beauties of whose demesne are the subject

of these pages, holds a conspicuous place, nor are her
charities confined to the neighbourhood of Belle-View and

Delgany.

In the mansion of Belle View there is nothing to attract
the attention of the traveller, if we except a very neat and
suitably appointed chapel, and one or two pieces of
stained glass.

From the terrace, in front of the house, is an ex-
tensive sea view, and a distinct and pleasing prospect of
the numerous gentleinen’s seats around, Downs Lodge,
Tinny-park, Woodstock, Mount-Kennedy, &c. ‘The soil
of the lawn and demesne, now very productive, was, about
fifty years ago, overrun with rocks and furze and marsh,
and have been reclaimed and improved, as they now are,

at the great pains and expense of their active and energe-
tie proprivtors. These lands are so much above the level
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of the sea, that it must have appeared questionable, at
first, to what degree of perfection their improvement
could ultimately be carried ; but the experiment has been
attended with the most complete success, and has estab.
lished the fact, that lands in as elevated a situation will
amply repay the expense of cultivation.

It must here be observed, that such an attempt should

never be made without first insuring shelter from the
cold winds by extensive plantation, as was done at Belle-
View

Behind the mansion-house is the conservatory, an ob-
ject of much attraction to visiters. From Mrs. La
Touche’s dressing-room, with a bathing-room adjoining,
a conservatory extends two hundred and sixty-four feet
in length, furnished with some of the rarest exotics, and
supplied with the choicest fruits in all seasons. For the
design and execution of this very beautiful and ingenious
piece of workmanship, the owner is indebted to My,
Shanley, who was several years employed in the under-
taking ; the expense is estimated at four thousand pounds
and upwards. There are two very elegant gardens in

front of the conservatory, and near them is an extensive
kitchen-garden on the declivity of the hill.

DELGANY.

Tux village of Delgany lies about a quarter of a mile
to the cast of Belle-View gate ; the road runs by the de-
mesne wall, and there are many neat and tasteful cottages
on the road side. The town has grown up under the fos-
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tering hand of the amiable proprictor of Belle-View,
whose name is proverbial throughout the kingdom for in=
tellizence, benevolence, and nationality ; it is laid out
with judgment, and the cottages are built with excellent
taste in rustic architecture. There is a day-sehool for poor
children in the village, and other little institutions for the
benefit of the industrions poor, which, though now com-
mon in various parts of the kingdom, were first esta-
blished by the owner of Delgany. Next after the delight-
ful situation and view from the village, the church is the
object most worthy of attention ; it is a light Gothie
building, 102 feet in length by 34 in breadth ; over the
western entrance a steeple rises 90 feet in height, con-
taining a clock and bell; beneath the dial-plate of the
Jock is inserted a stone tablet, bearing the arms of the
La Touche family, together with the following most
suitable and modest inseription :—

This Church was bullt

A. D. 1700,
Of thine do 1 give unto thee,
O my God.

The church was built by Peter La Touche, Fsq. in
1789, after a design by Whitmore Davis, of the county
Antrim; upon its completion, in 1780, thanks were re-
turned in the public papers * to the generous benefac-
tor, in the name of the parish, by the Rev. Joseph Stock,
rector, and by the church-wardens, John Scott and John
Rawdon, Esqrs. In front of the church-doorisa long
shed for the protection of horses, carriages, and servants,
during service, a plan quite novel, and a most useful
appendage to a country church. The interior of this very

* Dublin Chronlele, Detober Sth, 1700,
]
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pleasing structure is rendered even more intercsting by a
splendid monument to the memory of David La Touche,
Eisq. an early member of this distinguished family ; it is
entirely of white marble, and was executed by Noah,
Hickey, an Irish artist. The situation of this fine
piece of sculpture is considered by some pharisaical per-
s0ns as improper (in the eastern end of the ehurch, where
the high gllar should stand); the same objection was

urged against the situation of Lord Corke's monument,
in 8t. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, and it was ultimately
removed by his excellency Lord Strafford ®*. The La
Touche monument stands exactly opposite the western
entrance, and from its great height, 24 feet, is a very
striking and affecting object; on the entablature are
placed three medallions. The central represents the
Right Honourable David, those on cach side are like-
nesses of Messrs. Peter and John La Touche ; and on
one side stands a figure of Mrs. Peter La Touche,
holding a cornucopia. The lamented character to whose
memory this splendid monument was raised. is repre-

sented in large life, standing on a pedestal, placed in a
niche on the apex of the pediment.

On a broad tablet beneath is this inscription—

Sacred to the memory of
David La Touche.

Un the front of the urn is inscribed,

Born December, M.DCC.1V.
Died M.DOC.LXXXYV.

And on the sides is the following epitaph :

He added unfeigned integrity of principle
Toa mild and benevolent nature,

* 5S¢ Mason's Hibsrni: .,
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And the most engaging gentlencss of
Manners §
But the purity of his mind
Was most strongly evineed
In his constant and unafected plety.

His life,
Though Inng and prosperous,
Escaped, alas ! Loo transitory.
Hiches, in his hand, became a general blessing :
His profusion was a disinterested liberality

To the deserving @
His laxury,

The relief and protection of the
Poor and defenceless.

The monument is enclosed by railing, outside which
the female children adopted by Mrs. La Touche, sit
during scrvice on Sundays ; the communion-table stands
at the north side of the church, in a semicircular recess,
and hehind a skreen of clustered columns, supporting
pointed arches, the central one of which is twenty feet
high. In front of the communion table stands a baptis-

inal font of black marble, presented to the parish of Del-
by Chatworth Brabazon, Esq.

Above the grand western entrance is Mr. La Touche's
pew, occupying the whole of the gallery at the western
endd : it is of carved oak, highly polished, and in the
pointed style. There is always, in the summer season, A
very full, and, what is usually termed, a very fashionable
congregation at Delgany Church.

At Delgany * was once a religious cell, belonging to St.
the brother of St. Canoe, who flourished about
The situation of this cell was unknown,

. mh,.]; village has 50 houses and 343 inhabitants, with a charity-
schoul for sixteen females, supported by Mrr. La Touche.
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until the identity of Dergne or Delgne with Delgany was
pointed out by the learned Dr. Lanigan, though sadly
mistaken by Archdall, who says it was near Sletty, in the
Queen’s County. There was a battle fought at this pre-
cise place, called Dergne, or Delgne, in the year 1022, in
which Upgair, King of Leinster, overthrew Sitricus, the
Danish Kingof Dublin. ““'I his,” says Dr. Lanigan, “is
mentioned by Colgan, who cites the Annals of the four
Masters:" it is also stated by Ware, chap. 24, p. 64.

ROAD FROM DELGANY TO RATHDRUM.

Rrmunvoxa fronshewillage o Wiy ‘o hieermine

of the Glen of the Downs, turn to the left up the hill,

r and so along the new high road. The first place of any
consequence is Dromin (the seat of —— Peasly, Esq.) on
the left; the house is small, but the grounds are delight-
fully situated, and command an uninterrupted view of
the Glen, and improvements of Belle-View ; a few hun-

. dred yards beyond Dromin, a road on the right leads to
! Altadore, Hermitage, Ballinastow, Roundwood, Lugge-
law, &c. At a short distance from this divergence is
Holly Well, the seat of Dunbar, Esq. on the
right; and a little farther, Bromley, the scat of Lady
Harriet Daly ; on the opposite side of the road to her
ladyship’s demesne is a mneat crescent of cottages, most
Judiciously disposed, having the entrances at the off side
from the road, and with little gardens in front. This plan
is peculiarly applicable to Ireland, where the peasantry

| are so negligent about the external decorations of their

cottages : the same practice is adopted in the little village
. of Round Town, near Rathfarnham.
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On the left, a road leeds to Sea View, the seat of
Captain Gore. This neighbourhood is quite English,
cultivation being carried to great excellence ani the

peasantry, owing to the constant residence of the gentry
in this precise vicinity, are in a slale of comfort and

happiness.

NEWTOWN MOUNT-KENNEDY.

Asout three miles from Delgany, and 17 m. 21, from |
Dublin, stauds the village of Newtown Mount-Kennedy,
containing 103 houses and 525 inhabitants. Although
not a picturesque or romantic object itself, it is surround-
ed by the most delightful and enchanting scenery, and
would be an excellent place for a tourist’s head quarters.
There are several gentlemen's scats around, and the sea is
within a short distance. From this place, as a centre, the

visiter could strike offupon pleasant short excursions each
day, and return to dinner. The Glen and Demesne of

Dunran, the Devil's Glen, Glenmore Casile, Kill-tymon
Glen, the Demesnes of Newtown Mount-Kennedy, Alta-
dore and Hermitage, with many others, are within easy
listances. There is a very comfortable inn in the town,
where the traveller is certain of being treated with great
courteousness, and where the charges are very moderate.
The house and demesne of Newtown Mount-Kennedy ©
are well worth the attention of the inquisitive tourist ;
the demesne is extensive, highly improved, and beauti-
fully situated. This whole tract of land, about fifty yecars
ago, was totally wild and barren ; about this period it was
purchased by General Cuningham, afterwards Lorid Ross-

more, who then retired from public life.  This demcsne,
r.d
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as well as that of Dunran, were planted by his lordship,
and the soil of the valleys and low lands, hitherto useless,
reclaimed by that energetic and sagacious nobleman,
principally by the application of marl and limestone
gravel. So paramount was this excellent man’s taste and
ability for agricultural improvement, that, beginning from
fifty acres, he extended his demesne and farms from
Newtown Mount-Kennedy to the southern extremity of

Dunran, nor ceased till he had expended 64,000/ in im-

provements.
A very great natural curiosity, formerly a natural

beauty also, was to be seen in the lawn of his lordship's
demesne at Newtown Mount-Kennedy, a large arbitus

tree, thirteen feet six inches in circumference, and about
cighteen fect in height. This curious and beautiful object,
ijuite superior even to any of the same species at Killar-
ney, was unfortunately blown down, and split into two
parts ; the arms have been judiciously laid down, so as to
take new root, and from their present dimensions, the
enormous size of the tree, when perfect, may be readily
conceived.

The house is a large square building of great simplicity
and elegance ; it is in the Tonic order, and after a design
by Wyatt, executed by Mr. Cooley, also a very eminent
artist. From the portico there is a charming view of the
improvements, and woods, terminating in the mountains ;
and from the east front is a commanding prospect of &
highly cultivated country, bounded at the distance of two

miles by the sea. In the hall of this splendid mansion
were preserved the fossil horns of the moose deer *, found

in a marl pit on Mr. Archer's ground, at Tornore. Un

* Sce Rillarney Guide, page 37.
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Mr. Brownrigg's farm several specimens of this species
of fossil have also been found, always in marl pits ; in the
marl pits of Germany, fossils of the elephant, rhinoceros,
and turtle, have been discovered. T'he house and demesne,
the property of Robert Gunne, Fsq., are generally let for
the season to some person of rank in Dublin.

ALTADORE.

Asour onc mile and a half from the village of
Newtown Mount-Kennedy, and in a direction towards
the mountains, is Altadore, the beautiful and improved
seat of ——— Blachford, Esq. ; the mansion stands
very near the top of a lofty eminence, but is shel-
tered by the still towering summit from the northern
blasts : it is a large, and rather tasteless building. g The
visiter to Altadore must be satisfied with beautics of
another character than architectural, of which there are
sufficient to delight and gratify. The garden, which is to
the south of the dwelling-house, is extensive; it is in-
nlmaﬂhfnwriﬂnfrnlll.furmingtmgnlnmm,md
gnjoys a southern aspect.

The late Mr. Blachford was a most excellent agri-
eultarist, and during his life the lands of Alwadore were
probably the cleanest and best cultivated in the county
of Wicklow. In his haggart was to be scen a frame-
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description in the Agricultural Report of the County
Wicklow *. From the sloping lawn and shrubberies in

front there is a very commanding view of the sea, and of
the level country from Bray Head to Wicklow, along the

coast,
In a pretty wooded glen at the foot of the hill en

which the mansion of Altadore stands, is a beautiful sue-
cession of cascades, some natural, some artificial, where

the taste of Mr. Blachford was as conspicuous in throwing
HIL'IE; alpine bridges, erecting rustic seats, and cutting ser-
pentine walks, as in the cultivation and reclaiming of
land. This beautiful little glen is called Hermitage, and
here formerly stood the mansion of Colonel Carey, wha

plinted most of those luxuriant evergreens, which pro-

duce the appearance of perennial spring. The walks
and pleasure-grounds of Hermitage are generously open
to the stranger. To reach the glen of Hermitage, you

pass the gate of Altadore demesne, and, neglecting a road
leading up the hill, which is continued to meet the Lug-
gelaw road, proceed down the hill to a little ford at the
bottom ; on the right-hand side will be seen two peasants’

cottages, and on the opposite a remarkably elegant villa,
the residence of Mrs. Hawkins; here, then, is the en-

trance to the Glen of Hermitage. Carriages and horses
must remain on a grass-plot without the gate, while the
visiter, crossing a stile, and proceeding through a long
shaded walk of lofty lime trees, and passing the ruin of
Colonel Carey's once splendid mansion, enters the woods.
A broad gravel-walk leads, by a small conservatory,
through thick and close woods of the largest and most

* Report of Agriculture and Live Stock, by the Rev. Thomas Rad-
clitfe, scct. 40.
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luxuriant evergreens, to rustic chairs, placed in situations
that command views of the different waterfalls. In one
place a stone arch, overgrown with moss, is thrown across
the cascade from rock to rock ; in ancther, a little wooden
bridge, from whose slender construction the idea of dan-
ger is inseparable, is flung across a chasm ; and, in what-
ever way the natural advantages of this beautiful and
sequestered glen were susceptible of improvement, the
late proprietor took care to embrace it, leaving nothing
to his successor but the task of preservation. The shell-
house, rather an interesting ohject, is a monument of the
taste anid perseverance of the Lady Jane Carey, who was
several years occupied in its design and execution, The
demesue of Hermitage was formerly distinet from that of
Altadore, being the seat of Colonel Carey, but it is now
only a part of Mr. Blachford's. On the high road from
Dublin to Wicklow there are two principal turns to Alta-
dore, the one about a quarter of a mile from the southern
entrance of the Glen of the Downs ; the other near New-
town Mount-Kennedy, both, of course, on the right from
Dublin. Fromn the Roundwood, or Enniskerry line, there
is also a road leading to Hermitage, which turns off at
Ballinastow, the seat of Mr. Archer, and crosscs a very
wild and uninteresting country.

At the ford on the road below the gate of Hermitage is
the entrance to Tinny Park, the seat of —— Jessop,
Esq., where a very excellent house has lately been erect-
ed, too mear to the road Supposing the tourist re-
turned to Newtown Mount-Kennedy, and pursuing the
road to Dunran, he now Fﬂﬂmﬂﬂlﬂ‘tllﬂﬂluﬁmﬂl
in ruins, called- Killidreeny, the property of Lord Fitz-
william : and on the right, Mount John, the seat of T.
Archer, Esq., a beautifully situated little demcsne, cn=
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joying great advantage from its wicinity to the hills and
woods of Dunran, which appear to be part of his grounds,
This gentleman has long been celebrated as a most skil-
ful agriculturist, and, in the statistical survey of the
county, is spoken of with great respect as an improving

proprietor and constant resident ; in the perilous years of

1798 and =99 he served the office of high-sheriff, although
that honour was never known to have been held for two

successive years by any individual in the county before,
and his services as commander of the Newtown Mount-
Kennedy yeomanry, are acknowledged with a sense of
gratitude by those who were most competent to appre-
ciate them, the gentry of the county of Wicklow.

The new Yime of road, of which no survey has ever
before been published, continues thence through the Glen

. of Kill-tymon, a pass about a mile in length, inclosed by
hills on each side, and well wooded, the road through
which is excavated from the solid rock for a great part of
the way. In the glen, on the right, is the entrance to the
house and demesne of Kill-tymon, the seat of William
Eccles, Esq, beautifully situated on the summit of a
rising ground. At the end of the glen a narrow road on
the right leads to the demesne of Dunran, the seat of the
Rev. J. Joseph Fletcher; but thisis not the most conve-
nient approach for the tourist who is disposed to visit the
beauties of Dunran advantageously ; instead of entering
the Glen, he should turn off the new road at the very en-
trance of the hollow, and proceed up the hill of Kill-
tymon, until he reaches a mean-looking gate and door-
way in the demesne wall ; this is the old road to Rath-
drum. Here is a lodge, where a guide will he gener-
ally found to conduct the visiter through the glen, and
point out every thing worth his attention. Crossing the
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grounds, then, immediately adjoining the lodge, you en-
ter the Glen of Dunran, a narrow defile between lofty
hills of granite rock ; on one side trees have sprung up
with extraordinary luxuriance, and in spots where there

hardly appears earth sufficient to protect their roots,
whilst upon the left a stupendous mass of granite, about
150 fect high, stands out from the mountain, exhibiting

a grotesque and colossal resemblance of the human form,
The whole of this defile about 40 years since was a bar-

ren, deformed waste of rock and bramble, and was im-
proved and planted by that public-spirited nobleman Lord

Rossmore. There is a manifest want of water in this little
hollow, nor would it ever be possible to remedy the de-
fect, as it is the highest ground in the vicinity ; there are
two sinall pools near the entrance, which in warm seasons
are nearly dried up.

Passing on through this pretty romantiec vale, you enter
a broad and verdant lawn, on one side protected by a
lofty wooded mountain, called Carrig-na-Muck, and on
the other, opening over an extensive undulating surface
of rich mead, in one part of which stands the old castle
of Kill-tymon, in the centre of Mr. Fletcher's garden.
The eastle walls are in good preservation, but this also is

attributable to Lord Rossmore, who repaired the moulid-
ering battlements with so much taste and judgment, that
it requires the eye of an experienced and sagacious anti-
quarian to detect the renmovation : the interior does not
possess any attraction either for antiquarian or tourist

Leaving the castle of Kill-tymon behind, and returning
to the foot of Carrig-na-Muck, a narrow by-road is seen
winding up the mountain side, and lost ultimately in the
bosom of the woods. Mr. Fletcher's house also is perceived
between yvou and the road, on the summit of a com-
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manding eminence, not far from the castle. The house is
new, and built with much taste, both as to situation and
architectural propriety ; it stands in the centre of an
oval field, whose surface falls regularly and gradually
from the very centre, encompassed by a pond of consi-
derable breadth, and ornamented with islands planted
with evergreens. DPursuing the road up the hill, the
wood is entered, and although the mountain is both high
anil steep, so judiciously are the numerous roads and

paths cut towards its summit, that it is comparatively a
work of little labour to ascend it.
After a walk through the woods of about half an
hour’s length, the Oval Cottage, or Banqueting-room, is
reached ; it stands about halfway up'the mountain-side,
in the midst of a pretty verdant inclosure, and contains
two apartments, one of which, looking towards the sea,

is appropriated to the accommodation of parties who
have been permitted to dine here, while the other is used

as a kitchen., From the centre window of the banquet-

ing room is a delightful prospect of the rich downs be-
tween the mountains and the sea, but the luxuriance

of the foliage on each side considerably obstructs the
prospect from the other windows ; this imperfection
might be removed with very little trouble. Parties fre-
quently bring a cold collation to this delightful retreat,
and the politeness of the present proprietor is a never-

failing passport to the stranger who visits the rural and
romantic scenery of Dunran.

Various paths through the thick woods conduct, by
gentle ascents, to a rock, near the top of the mountain,
called by the guide the View-Rock; nothing can be
more appropriate than this appellation, for the view
from it is really beautiful and astonishing ; it is, be-
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sides, so unexpected, that your first feelings are rather
those of surprise at not having, in some degree, antici-
pated the extensive prospect you are about to enjoy, than
of delight at the reality; this is attributable to the close-
ness of the woods, which completely obstructs the view,
until you arrive at this naturally elevated rock, peering
above the tops of the trees, and commanding an exten-
sive view of the eastern part of the county.

From this are seen distinetly, Wicklow Head, with
its three light-lhouses, two of which eontinue to be
used as beacons, the third as a land-mark by day ; the
race-course and town of Wicklow, and the winding of
the Leitrim river; the hill of Ballyguile, behind the
town of Wicklow ; Carriz M“Reily, near Rathdrum, and
the village of Killeskey, in the intervening valley ; and,
in elear weather, the mountains of North Wales are so
very obvious, that a person acquainted with their parti-
cular outlines, can point out cach by name.

From this little natural observatory various paths di-
verge through the woods, some along the front of the
hill, others to the very summit; but the view from
thence is not more interesting than that already de-
scribed as attainable from the View-Rock. Returning
to the oval cottage, and thence to the banks of the canal
in the valley, you may make your exit by another gate,
where your conveyance should be in waiting.

Leaving the beautiful and romantic glen of Dunran,
and pursuing the old road for some distance, the little
village of Killeskey is reached, at the 20 mile stone ; here
a mountain road on the right leads to the Roundwood-
road, and thence to Luggelaw. A mile farther on the
left is Ballycurry, the seat of Charles Tottenham. Esq. ;
this demnesne is more interesting to the agriculturist than

L=
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to the lover of romantic scenery, being a specimen of very
scientific and ingenious tillage ; the soil in general is a
light loam, manured by marl of excellent guality, which
is to be had on the ground in great abundance, and of
which the proprietor has taken the best advantage.

A little beyond Ballycurry, but on the opposite side
of the roml, is seen Glenmore Castle, the scat of F.

Synge, Esq. immediately under which is the entrance to

the Devil's Glen. About a quarter of a mile from the
gate of Ballycurry, is a narrow road on the right, which

! leads to a neat cottage and gate, erected by Mr. Totten-

'r

ham, at the entrance of the glen ; from this an excellent
avenue is made to the waterfall at the very extremity,
a distance of one English mile. The glen is a con-
fined valley, on whose sides are exceedingly precipitous
rocky crags, and the bottom is so narrow, that the
impetuous torrent appears to make its way with dif-
ficulty. One side is thickly wooded, part of which is na-
tural, and part the plantation of the proprietor ; the other
side is less so, and the contrast of denudation gives
an additional interest to the scene. The course of the
glen is meandering and serpentine, yet the oppo-
site sides continue their parallelism, which not only
prescrves the contracted dimensions of the chasm, but
actually excludes the solar rays so much that there is an
everlasting gloom dwelling within. On Mr, Tottenham’s
side of the glen, a Moss-house, or Rustic Temple, has
been erected, of which, though itself well executed, the
erection is injudicious, for the character of the scenery is
at variance with every thing approaching civilization.
The bold, projecting crag, the towering summit of the
lofty mountain, the deep bosom of an awful chasm, do
but badly harmonize with a lady’s bower. From this
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rural retreat & path leads to the top of the hill, from
whence there is an extensive prospect towards the
vale of Wicklow. The road, which is stolen from the
iver's bed and mountain’s side, is admirably caleulated
to display the lofty and precipitous sides of the gulf,
from the base to the summit; the interruption to the
iver's course causes a ceaseless roaring, increasing the
~wful character of the place, and to this is added
the echo of the waterfall at the head of the glen. Here
the river Vartrey, which rises in Douce Mountain, falls
:n one great body, from a height of 100 feet, with a tre-
mendous noise, and then forces its way between the op-
posing cliffs, which form the Devil's Glen, into the
Lough, at the Murrough of Wicklow®. On the other
side of the glen, which is the property of Mr. Synge, a
road has also been lately made along the margin of the
stream, possessing advantages equal to Mr. Tottenham's.
Strangers who are limited in time, or whose religious
tenets do not prohibit travelling after divine service on
Sunday, should be informed that Mr. Tottenham's gate
is shut against visiters on that day.

On the southern side of the entrance, on a lofty emi-
nence, and in a very commanding situation, stands Glen=
more Castle, the seat of Francis Synge, Esq ; the man-
sion is a large building, in the castellated style. The
plantations are young and healthy, and the demesne has
been so much enlarged by the addition of oceasional

* Where deseription is incffectual, example may be brought in 1o con-
tribute in producing the required impression ; pnd, in (his case, the
Devil's Glen may be compated with the Dargle In the same county, ani
with that part of the valley of Festinlog, in North Wales, in which arc
the cclebrated falls of the Cynfack
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tracts of reclaimed moory land, that it now contains up-
wards of one thousand acres.

NUN'S CROSS.

} Havixe returned to the high road, and pursued the
' direction of Wicklow, about a quarter of a mile farther
is the village of Kilfea, or Nuncross, upon the river Var-
trey. Here a very neat church has been erected at the
expence of Mr. Synge, as the unassuming tablet over the

door testifies, upon which are engraven merely these
words :

Nuncross Church, built for the Parish of Killeskey,

-HT Francia s?“-ﬂp !-H'I_q-
Anno Domini 1817.

About three quarters of a mile farther is the village of
Ashford, one mile from Newrath Bridge, situated also
on the river Vartrey, one of the most delightful vales
in the county. The number of demesnes, inclosing this
little rich valley, render it sheltered at all seasons, and
the murmuring of the stream reminds one of the se-
renity of the secene, where there is not a breath to inter-
rupt the calm tranquillity save that derived from its own
agitation. Here the conflux of roads is most perplexing
to the stranger, arising from the eternal cutting of new
lines ; that on the right leads through Bonalea, where
there is a lodging-house pleasant] y situated, Dy pursu-
ing the river's course to the hnger-post, and leaving
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Mount Usher to the left, you reach a small ford ; pass- |
ing over here, the road to the inn at Newrath Bridge, a
distance of cne mile, rannot be mistaken, as it is the !
boundary of the demesne of Rosanna. L
T'he inn at Newrath Bridge is built upon the bank of 1

the Vartrey River, just at its egress from Rosanna de-
mesne, on the Wicklow road, and two miles from that |

town : it has long been celebrated as a comfortable and
well-conducted establishment. Here the tourist may make
his head-quarters with great advantage, for, by daily ex-
cursions hence, the most important parts of the county
Wicklow may be advantageously explored. The visiter
will not only be accommodated at this inn as a traveller,
but as a lodgeralso ; and printed regulations are very pro-
perly hung up in the apartments, stating the terms of
board and lodging, which remove all suspicion of imposi-

tion from the minds of strangers.

ROSANNA.

Tue chief object of attraction, in the immediate vicinity |
of the inn, is Rosanna, the seat of the Tighes, an ancient
and reputable family in this country: the late proprie-

tress, Mrs. Tighe, was so conspicuous in the private his-
emory claims an honour-

This l.l'ﬂi-lh]ﬂ H!_j for
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taking the serious duties of life, she hﬁﬂmwm:l upon them
a gratuity of 27L each, in marriage. This is but one of
an infinity of charitable actions, which marked the cha-
racter of this independent-minded and excellent lady.
As an agriculturist, also, she has been noticed by the
ingenious Dr. Radcliffe, in his Report of this county; he
represents her as having been a successful candidate at
several ploughing-matches, and as conducting the tillage
of her farm with great science. The demesne contains
upwards of 300 acres, most of which is laid out in
meadow of the richest description, and adorned by the
most luxuriant woods ; the lime trees, in particular, are
EOilltEtl out unﬁﬁ of hﬂut?: and i:urinsit?. The man-
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sion house, which is on a very extensive scale, is built
entirely of Dutch brick; it stands within a few yards of
the river, and commands & rich and luxuriant prospect
of the demesne, whose verdant surface is varied by the
most agreeable irregularities, and planted with the no-
blest trees, through the midst of which the Vartrey
pours his broad, smooth, and silent flood. Along the
banks are seats and moss-houses, and rustic bridges pre-
serve the communication : the shrubberies abound with
a profusion of arbitus, laurels, hollies, and other ever-
Ereens.

In this Arcadian scene, and amidst these enchant-
ing groves, one of Nature's fairest flowers blossomed,
and decayed, but before it withered, imparted to its
fruit an ever-living quality ; Rosanna was once the re-
sidence of that inestimable lady Mrs. Henry Tighe,
whose mind appeared to brighten and become better
gqualified for that state of existence to which shie was so
prematurely called, in proportion as her corporcal frame
grew feeble and incapable of contributing to an earthly
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existence. That modesty, which is an attribute of pre-
sminent merit, for a length of time, confined the perusal
of Psyche to the immediate friends of the authoress, but
its refulgence could not be checked, and Mrs. Tighe now
ranks amongst the most esteemed poctic writers of that
Augustan age in which she lived.

The demesne of Rosanna is at all times open to visit-
ers, and is an invaluable advantage to lodgers remaining
ot the inn of Newrath Bridge, as well as to those residing
in the little villages of Bonalea and Ashford. The Tighe
family have property in other and distant parts of the
county ; the woods of Glanealy belong to them, with
much low land in the same neighbourhood; they are
proprietors of about four thousand acres altogether in the
county of Wicklow.

The high road, by the inn door, continucs on o the
town of Wicklow, a distance of two miles ; here an op-
portunity occurs, and a necessity is im , of speaking
of the town of Wicklow, which must be done but briefly ;
nor would it be more than mentioned, but that it is the
county-town. The reader must remember, that he is not
now perusing either a statistical survey or a county his-
tory, but a volume purporting to be a guide to whatever
is picturesque or romantic alone ; and that pleasure aml
amusement, not historical or topographical information,
farther than the limits of his tour in search of the pic-
turesque require, are all he can claim from the author.
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WICKLOW TOWN.

Tne town of Wicklow is situated at the mouth of the
river Leitrim, near to the sea shore ; the river is shallow,
and only admits small craft to trade with the town; the

streets are irregular and mean ; here are a gaol and court-
house, and the assizes for the county are held in this town,
The number of houses is' 348, and of inhabitants 2000,

On the bank, intercepted between the overflowing of
the Vartrey and the sea, called the Murrough, is a race-
course, where annual meetings are held. Wicklow is also
a fair* and post-town, and there is always a body of mi-
litary stationed in the barracks. These advantages are
sufficient to support a tolerable town, even without the
benefit of commerce or manufacturet. From this town,

* There are four fairs held in each year, on the following days: 2Bl
March, Ascension-day, 12th August, and 23th November,

t The town of Wicklow has long been famous for its excellent
ale: in the year 1783, the following verses, upon the then proverbially
good Wicklow ale, were discovered in the portfolio-of a literary cha-
racter in London, and, from their style and spirit, were thought te have
been from the pen of Dean Swilt

What makes Britain's arms prevail ?
Sprightly beer and potent ale.

Why do Mounseers always fail ?
Alas! they drink no beer or wle.
Our courage never can avail,

Till "tis nided by stout ale.

When "tis neither weak nor stale,
What wine can equal Wicklow afe #
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anciently called Wickenloe® by the Danes, but Kilman-
tan by the Irish, the family of Howard take the title of
Earl ; and it formerly returned two members to the Irish
Parliament, the patronage of the borough being in the
Tighe family. At the mouth of the river stands an ex-
traordinary fortification, called the Black Castle of Wick-
low ; it is a rock, whose summit is surrounded by a forti-
fied wall, with battlements and buttresses, built by Wil-
liam Fitzwilliam in 1375, in consideration of which, he
was appointed governor of that part of the county. This
step was rendered necessary by the turbulent spirit which
then pervaded the neighbourhood, for, not many years
before, the Irish had burned the whole town.

"Tis a toss-up of head or tail

"Twixt Burgundy and Wicklow ale.
Ladies hate the weak and pale,

Not so the man who drinks good ale ;
Stout and ruddy, strong and hale,
You'll sure suceced on Wicklow wle.

Nectar"s but a poet's tale,

The drink of Jove was sparkling e,
Dram-drinkers lolter like a snail,

He only lives who lives on ale.

Whiskey makes us fight and rail,
Good-humour lows from nut-brown a'r.
In song shall Whitbread live, and Thrale,
While porter shall have charms, or wic.
They down the stream of time shall sail,
{Hop-poles for oars) on seas of ale

The original in the MS. is styled «* A New Song, by Old Jolly Dog."

* From Wick, which, in the German tongue, signifies the bay of a
river, sccording to Hadrianus Junius, Harris thinks the name of Wick.
low, or the Low Creck, was given to this place by the Cauei, a poople
of Germany, who once dwelt here.  See Plolemy’s Map of Treland.



FiL ROAD TO RATHDRUM.

In the reign of Henry 111. a monastery for conventual
Franciscans was founded by the O'Tooles of Imail, and
the ()’ Byrnes of Ballymanus and Killoughter, on the
banks of the river Dea, the last warden of which was
Dermot (' Moore, who surrendered the property of the
monastery, consisting of ten acres of land, in the reign
of Edward VI. In the 17th of Elizabeth, this land was
leased to Henry Harrington, for twenty-one years, atan
annual rent of 8/ 12s 94. lrish money. The walls of
the Friary may still be seen : they are inclosed in a gen-
tleman’s garden in the town, and the merit of preserving
them is due to a Mrs. Eaton, whom Archdall mentions
in his Monasticon.

Upon a head-land projecting into the sea, stand three
light houses, one of which is only permitted to remiain as
a land-mark, while both the others are regularly lighted.
Beneath this elevated promontory are several very cu-
rious caves of slate rock, excavated by the breakers.
From this place is an extensive and splendid view of cul-
tivated low-land, and bold and lofty mountains ; on one
gide is tbe hill of Ballyguile, on the other, Carrick
M‘Reily, and, in front, is a range of mountains, extend-
ing beyond the reach of sight in a northern and southern
direction. -

ROAD TO RATHDRUM.

Tue tourist is recommended to pass through Ashford
again, and take the upper road by the gate of Uronroe, in
his way to Rathdrum.



CHONROE. 7l

Cronroe, the seat of Mr. Eceles, is situated in an
elevated situation, backed by an enormous rocky emi-
nence. called the Great Rock of Cronroe; the house is
large, plain, and comfortable, but without any claim to
~rehitectural beauty. The chief attraction of Cronroe is
the ¢ Great Rock,” from which there isa delightful and
extensive view of the valley and town of Wicklow—the
woods of Rosanna—the hills of Ballyguile and Killa-
varney, with the sea in the distance. I we except this
pleasing prospect, the demesne of Cronroe affords nothing
to arrest the attention of the tourist. There is one cir-
cumstance, however, that may possibly create an interest
: the minds of many, that is, that here once dwelled u
distinguished literary character, Isaae Ambrose Eccles,
Esq., whom Sir John Carr speaks of in such glowing lan-

, and celebrates ns a very ingenious editor of some
few plays of Shakspeare.

The soil of this demesne is of the light mountainy
kind, very capable of improvement, particu'arly by an
abundant use of marl, which is to be had in the neigh-
bourhood. The little village of Cronroe is distinguished
only by being *“ a fair town " the days of holding them
are 12th May and 2d October.  The gardens attached 1o
the demesne form rather an interesting objeet, from their
extraordinary elevation above the level of the ocean. The
tourist should be informed that visiters are not admitted
at all on Sundays, nor on week days without permission.

Two miles from Cronroe is the village of Glanealy.
On the hill behind the village there is an extensive wood
of limes, ash, elm, beech, &c., all full-grown timbe, and
of beautiful and stately forms. In the very heart ¢f this
noble wood, stands a preity rustic building, wsually
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called Mrs. Tighe's Cotiage, built by the late proprie.
tress of Rosanna, After penetrating the thick shelter
of the forest, the traveller suddenly finds himself upon
a little lawn, inclosed on every side, save one, by lofty
trees, with a simple, unaffected little rustic habitation
in the centre ; and, at the open end, a most unexpected
and delightful view of the sea, appearing to be at the
immediate termination of the inclined plane on which
the cottage stands Parties from Rathdrum and New.
rath Bridge frequently bring cold collations with them
to this sequestered spot, and obtain permission to spread
the festive board in the cottage. The care-taker or
wood-ranger lives in the village of Glanealy, and will
be found exceedingly obliging and communicative to
. vigiters.
The village of Glanealy, which is a chapelry in the
diocese of Dublin, consists of Lut a few cottages, stand-
- ing upon the banks of a trifling mountain stream : there
s a parish church here, with a pretty turreted steeple,
built with some taste. The parish contains 2200 inha-
bitants, and supports two poor schools, one of 41, ano-
ther of 67 pupils. On one side of Glanealy lie the
woods and lands of the Tighe family, amounting to
near four thousand acres; on the other, the woods of
Killavarney, hanging over the town and vale of Wick-
low. These extensive plantations occupy the entire
front of the mountain, with the exception of one
small space within a few yards of the summit, which
appears like a scald spot in a field of full-grown
corn, where the seed had withered in the earth. On
- this patch, the late Lord Netterville built a lodge,

\ which, at a distance, resembles a wind-mill, the site
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being particularly appropriate for one of these useful
edifices ; so that the reader may conclude by this, as the |
tourist will do upon inspection, that there cannot be
more awkward or absurd residence than Ross Lodge,
the seat of the late Lord Netterville. His lordship’s

taste is not involved in this decision, for he never
resided here one hour. About halfa mile from Glanealy |
village are the house and demesne of Mr. Drought, com- i;
monly called Glanealy House ; not far from this is Bally- *
free, the seat of Captain Drury, and a little farther, on
the right, Holly-Mount, the seat of Captain Carroll. The
first turn to the left, crossing a flat moor, leads through |
a deep wooded glen, in the plantations of Killavarney, |
and, by a very pretty route, to the town of Wicklow.
From this to Rathdrum,about two miles and a half distant, |
the country is not only without interest, but particular-
ly dreary and unpleasing. Within a mile of Rathdrum,
on the right, are the ruins of a church, rather insignifi- |
cant, called Killcommon : this is a vicarage in the diocrse
of Dublin. For the remainder of the way to Rathdrum
the only circumstance that attracts notice is the exeel-
lence of the road, which, now winding round a hill, carries
you by a most circuitous route 1o the bridge in the valley.
1t has been suggested, that all this hill, as well as that
on the opposite side, could have been avoided by throwing
a cast-iron bridge over the river about a furlong lower |
down than the site of the present bridge, by which also
the town of Rathdrum would not be so totally excluded
it i : for the m‘l*l'l.’llﬂ
turns off abruptly at the south end of the bridge, and is
carried along the bank of the river below the town, then
crosses the old road exactly at the other end of the' town.
Such careful avoidance of the hill has been attended with



74 RATHDRUM.

serious consequences to this once flourishing little settlé-
ment, and engineers should be directed to pay more atten-
tion to the preservation of property in marking out new
lines of road through an inhabited country. We refer to
the present and past state of Ballymore Eustace for a
farther confirmation of the necessity of attending to this
advice.

RATHDRUM.

RaTuonrom, situated in the barony of Ballinacor, is a
post and fair-town (the fair days are the first Thursday
in February, April 5, July 5, and December 11); it is
twenty-nine miles and five furlongs distant from Dublin
(by the mail-coach road), twelve miles and three furlongs
from Newtown Mount-Kennedy, and ten miles and two
furlongs from Arklow. The population of Rathdrum
parish amounts to 9832 inhabitants, and the number of
houses is 1234: in the enumeration the population of the
town-land of Ballygannon is included. The name Rath-.
drum is a corruption of Rathdruin, the seat of the chiefs
of Coulan, which stood near this place : this was also the
ancient Dunum, mentioned by Ptolemy as the city and
capital of the Menapii®. The vicarage of Rathdrum is
in the diocese of Dublin, but the corporation of Dublin
possess the right of presentation. The very elevated
ground on which the town is built must have for ever

militated against its improvement, and accordingly we

* Ware entirely differs from Seward in this opinion.—-Se¢ Ware, page

M, who takes Dunum to be the rock of Dunamaise, in the QJueen’s
County.
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perceive, that even with the advantage of a woollen

market, and the patronage of a princely and munificent
lord, it has fallen almost to wretchedness. The traveller,

however, will tind tolerably good accommodation, and
greal attention, at the old inm, kept for many years by
Bates. On the very summit of Rathdrum-hill, stands
the Flannel-hall, a square building, extending 200 fect
in front, ornamented by a cupola, protecting a clock and
bell, beneath which are the Rockingham Arms : the whole
was erected at the expense of Earl Fitzwilliam.

Though the elevation is not very imposing, yet the
design of the Flannel-hall is admirable; it consists of
two stories, in the upper of which is a long hall, carried
round the four sides of a square, having stands for the
support and display of goods, for which privilege the
venders pay two-pence per piece. The basement story
contains another gallery, occupying three sides of the
square, the fourth side being occupied by store-rooms,
lodge, and entrance; the centre of the hollow square
is analogous to an exchange court, where factors and

merchants bargain, and converse upon business. The

quantity of flannel presented on each market-day may
be averaged at about 400 pieces, making four thousand
eight hundred per annum, as there are only 12 market
days in the year, viz. one in every month.

There are two kinds of flannel presented for sale here,
thick and thin, the one bringing about 17, the other

about 14 pence per yard. It is generally supposed, that

from the excellent quality of Wicklow wool, the flannel
manufacture might be carried to a great degree of perfec-
tion in this county, superior even to that of their rivals,
the Welch, had they but spinning machinery. ‘This is
an instance where employment could be provided for the
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poor of Ireland, by advancing loans (which would create
an artificial capital), to purchase spinning machinery ;
and a wise legislature must perceive, that the encourage-
ment of the poor, in useful manufacture, is preferable to
supporting them by charitable donations, while their
minds are unemployed ; a state of circumstances which
cannot be supposed to be permanent *.

We quit Rathdrum, fully impressed with the belief,
. that important opportunities are here shamefully neg-
lected ; and anxiously hoping, that the beauty and fer-
tility of this county may speedily claim the attention of
those in whose hands fortune has placed the means of
bettering its condition,

The road to the Meeting of the Waters, now lies along
the right bank of the river, passing, on your left, the
Castle, the seat of —— Manning, Esq., opposite to which,
on the other side of the river, is seen a slate quarry., The
entrance to Avondale is now approached by a road over-
shadowed with full-grown trees. immediately opposite
to which is Cassino, the seat of Captain Bury, one mile
from Rathdrum.

AVONDALE.

T we beautiful demesne of Avondale is a striking ex-
ample how much the beauties of nature may be heightened

by the assistance of correct taste and acute judgment ;
its situation, on the banks of the{ Avonmore, is pecu-

® Scean admirable article on the fannel manufacture of Wicklow, in:
Dr. Radeliffi's Agricultural Report, page 149,
t i. &« The great river,
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liarly pleasing ; but the improvements of its original pro-
prietor, Samuel Hayes, Esq., have rendered it one of the
most beautiful and interesting demesnes in the kingdom.
The house of Avondale, built by Mr. Hayes, is a large
square edifice, unaffectedly neat, the lawns on different
sides of which possess different characters ; on one an ex-
tended mead, whose uniformity of appearance is occa-
sionally relieved by a group of evergreens, a blossoming
thorn, or a plantation of the most picturesque fir, where
the larch and spruce assume forms the most pleasing to
the painter's eye: while, on another side, the banks slope
down towards the river, with such abrupt and precipitous
cliffs, that here ascent or descent would be impracticable,
had not a way been made by art.  Yet even the front of
this rude and irregular bank is thickly clad with trees of

natural growth, and the late energetic proprietor has en-
riched the luxuriance of the scene by scattering here and

there clumps of noble pine and larch. In this place, the
Weymoth pine has attained an enormous height and
diameter. Bold masses of rock protrude occasionally
through the thickest parts of the wood, decked with ivy
and various other creepers, and stumps and moss-grown
roots of once-stately trees, lie scattered about on every
side.

A romantic pathway winds through the woods, down
towards the river, and thence along the bank, now

opening to a little verdant mead upon the water side,
and now lost in the thick impenetrable forest shade-
This continuation of romantie, rustic, und sylvan seenery,
extends a distance of two miles, to the celebrated spot
where the river Avonmore mingles its waters with thosc
of the * Avonbeg, below the hills of Castle-Howard ; the

® The little river.
i o
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' steep banks on both sides being beautifully wooded
during the entire length of the winding vale from Avon-
dale to the Meeting of the Waters. The river itsell is one
of the principal beauties in the scene, at one time rolling
its brown tide in dark and solemn grandeur, and again
falling over precipices and bold interrupting rocks, it forms
. numerous foaming cataracts and delightful fulls, and
hurries along, through broken masses of granite rock,
with the most terrific noise and impetuosity.
After the death of Mr, Hayes, this magnificent demesne
passed into the possession of that celebrated statesman
and inflexible patriot, the Right Honourable Sir John
Parnell, Baronet, Chancellor of the Exchequer in Ireland,
to whose descendants it now belongs. Sir John continued
to improve these interesting grounds with the same zeal
and as much teste as his amiable predecessor. There
is a very pretty cottage in the demesne, built by him,
which possesses a solitary, sequestered, pensive charac-
ter, quite superior to any little rustic residence 1 have
seen in this county; and which, besides, is now looked
upon as classic and historic ground, having been the
retreat of the upright statcsman who once dwelt in Avon-
dale. Here he was wont to reflect upon the arduous
part he was afterwards called upon to act in public for
hiz country’s good. This pretty rustic dwelling is now
used as a banqueting-hall by parties visiting the demesne,
and must form a strong yet pleasing contrast to the refecto-
ries which most visiters are in the daily habit of enjoying.
Near the cottage is an enormous rock, three hundred feet
in height, hanging over the river, from whence the pri-
vate road continues to the bridge at the Meeting of the
Waters, where it falls in with the high road to Arklow.
Mr. Parnell Hayes, the successor of Sir John, had the
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merit of being an excellent farmer, and, besides, he endea-

voured to recommend to the notice of the county the
advantages of manufacturing coarse wools, by erecting
an apparatus for dyeing and dressing at his seat of
Avondale. The advantage of introducing a manufac-
ture of this sort is too obvious to any person at all
acquainted with the condition of the Irish peasantry,
to require additional reasoning; and the apathy which

suffers it to be neglected, can only be attributed to that
ignis fafuns that appears to lead this unhappy country

into never-ending misery. The last of the family that
resided here was the late William Parnell.

-\‘\\\-

» MEETING OF THE WATERS.
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1;I'm: high road from Rathdrum to the meeting of the |

waters, is pleasant and sheltered, but by no means as

interesting or as beautiful as the drive through the
demesne of Avondale ; there are a few gentlemen's seats

on either side, and a splendid mountain view towards
/ Lugnaquilla and Glenmalure.

Un the left side of the road, adjoining Avondale, is
Kingston, the seat of Thomas Mills King, Esq.; in the
design and execution of the house, no advantage has been
taken of the natural beauties which surround it ; shelter

and comfort appear to have been the only objects
sought for.

At the distance of three miles from Rathdrum, the
sheltered road at length opens to the valley of Cronebance

and the Meeting of the Waters ; on your e - |
beg rolls its rapid torrent over a rugguﬂ‘?: cy bed, w

P
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the more majestic flood of the Avonmore 15 heard be-
neath the hill upon the left ; in front stands a beautiful
little demesne, the house belonging to which is in the

. cottage style, occupying the tongue of land formed by the

' rivers at their junction; it was on a rustic seat here,

- formed from the root of a tree, that Moore is said to have

 written the words of that beautiful Irish melody, called
* The Meeting of the Waters,” commencing with the
following lines :—

There is not in this wide world a valley so sweet
As that vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet.

This pretty cottage has, in the space of a few years,
submitted to the dominion of different masters. It is

now, in 1826, in the possession of Mrs. Kempstom;
during l'.hullﬂ]r 8 tenure, strangers are permitted to H*
through the grounds, and enjoy the delightful and e
chanting scenery on the banks of the Avonmore.
Behind Mrs. Kempston's cottage are several mul:,
confusing to the stranger ; the old road from Rath
by Avondale gate, is immediately behind ; the r
Castle-Howard lics over the bridge crossing thl
more ; that to Arklow, down the valley of Cro --
along i.hr: banks of the Ovoca ; the new road from I
drum lies nearly parallel to the old, next te which h T

to Glenmalure, on the bank of the Avonbeg, and t :
this last and the Arklow road is that to Tinehely ar F '

barony of Shilelagh.

""-.1-




CASTLE=HOWARD, sl

CASTLE-HOWARD.

- Berore the tourist leaves this delightful spot, he is
recommenided to visit Castle-Howard, the seat of Robert
Howard, Esq. A handsome bridge of one arch is thrown
across the Avonmore, from the battlements of which
springs a lofty arched gateway of rustic masonry, bearing
on its summit a lion passant, holding an arrow in his
mouth (the crest of the Wicklow family, of which Mr. |
Howard is a member), tolerably executed in soft stone,
Passing through this arched way, proceed up the hill to
the right, and apply for permission to drive through the
demesne ; which request is not only never refused, but l
granted with much politeness. Near the entrance, on

the lawn sloping towards the river, stands Mrs. Howard's
cottage, the exterior and interior decorations of which
are extremely chaste and appropriate ; and close by the

cottage, on a little green mound beside a rivalet, which, ‘
running beneath a rustie bridge, rolls down several arti-
ficial falls, is a model of the castle itself; an extremely
beautiful modern building, the design of which is grand,
chaste, and picturesque. It unites the ideas of a castle
and abbey ; nor is Mr. R. Morrison’s talent and taste more
conspicuous in any of his beautiful works, than in the
reconciliation of internal convenience with an irregular
outline, which he has so ably and scientifically accom-
plished at Castle-Howari.

The avenue now winds round the hill, or rather rock,
for the road is actually cut through a solid rock for the
most part of its length, at every step of which is a de-
lightful, extensive, and rich view of the valley of Crone-
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. bane, Ballymurtagh, and the Meeting of the Waters.

|
3
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Pursuing the direction of the avenue, you arrive at the
castle, standing on the very apex of the mountain, having
a great expanse of level ground in front. If the curiosity
of the tourist be so great as to induce a wish of witness-
ing the taste of the proprietor, and abilities of the archi«
tect, in the internal decorations of the castle, even this
favour is not unfrequently granted. Passing by the front,
towards the great lawn of table land just mentioned,
make your exit from the demesne by the gate on the
Mine road, which also communicates with Wicklow
road ; and, turning to the left, return to the bridge over
the Avonmore, and so by Mrs. Kempston’s cottage to the

. bridge across the Avonbeg.

r

The tourist may, at this precise point, make various de-
terminations as to his resting place for the night, or place

- of refreshment during the day. The new inn of Ovoca

is only one mile distant on the way to Bally-Arthur, and
the inn at a place called Wooden-Bridge, under Knock-
na-Moel, where the Aughrim and Ovoca rivers meet, is
not more than two miles and a half ; besides, the inn of
Glenmalure, which the traveller will find most comfort-
able, and conveniently situated, is but six miles off, the
road lying along the banks of the Avonbeg. This diffi-
culty can be removed only by knowing the distances of
the different inns and the time of day, which will enable
such a disposition to be made, as will allow the party
Lo reach some one of them before sun-set.

The tourist is now supposed to proceed by the Bally-
murtagh road, on the margin of the Ovoeca river, to the
new inn : here the mineralogist will most likely take up
his head-quarters for a day or two, and make short ex-
cursions to the Croncbane and Ballymurtagh Mines.
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The metalliferous mountains on the north side of the
Ovoca are Connery, Cronebane, and Tigrony ; and on the
south, Knocanode, Killcashal, Ballymurtagh, and Bally«
gahan. The Cronebane Company, according to the in-
genious Mr. Weaver, having lost their lease of the famous
mine in the island of Anglesea, called Parry’s mine, and
of which they were the original discoverers, purchased the
fee of Ballymurtagh and part of Tigrony, and commenead
working in 1787; and, after pursuing their operations
with unexampled success, were incorporated by act of
parliament in 1798, under the denomination of the A sso.
ciated Irish Mine Company, the direction of the opera-
tive part being intrusted to Mr. Weaver, then residing on
the spot.

From this period the works were conducted with much
spirit and talent ; the line of subterranean operation ex-
tended more than one thousand fathoms, and penetrated
Connery and Tigrony mountains. The most valuable
bed as yet discovered is situated in the western flank of
Cronebane, being chiefly composed of copper ore, the
upper part of which consisted principally of b