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A Chara 
 
I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. Outlined below are heritage-
related observations/recommendations coordinated by the Development Applications Unit 
under the stated headings 
 
Nature Conservation 

The following observations are made by the Department in its role as the authority with 
overarching responsibility for nature conservation and the nature Directives (i.e. the EU Birds 
and Habitats Directives) and as an environmental authority under SEA legislation. The 
observations are not exhaustive and are offered to assist Wicklow County Council in meeting 
its obligations in relation to nature conservation, European sites, biodiversity and 
environmental protection in the preparation of the Proposed Material Amendments to the 
Draft Blessington Local Area Plan 2025. 
 

Proposed Material Amendment No. 25 – OP4 
The Department is concerned about the Proposed Material Amendment from ‘OS2 – Natural 
Space’ to ‘E – Employment’, and potential impacts on the adjacent Poulaphouca Reservoir 
SPA. The Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA is designated for two Special Conservation Interest 
(SCI) bird species, greylag goose (Anser anser), and lesser black-backed gull (Larus fuscus). 
The PMA No.25 is approximately 530m from the SPA boundary. The SPA is of national 
importance for its Greylag Goose population, which is one of the largest in the country.  The 
SPA provides the main roost for the birds, with feeding occurring mostly on improved 
grassland outside of the site.  
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Several waterbird species may at times use habitats situated within the immediate hinterland 
of the SPA or in areas ecologically connected to it [i.e., ex-situ sites]. The reliance on these 
habitats will vary from species to species and from site to site. Significant habitat changes or 
increased levels of disturbance within these areas could result in the displacement of the 
listed waterbird species from areas within the SPA, and/or a reduction in their numbers. A 
Conservation Objective target for the SPA is to have sufficient area of utilisable habitat 
available in ecologically important sites outside the SPA. It is not known whether zoning this 
land will lead to loss of such supporting habitat and thereby undermine the conservation 
objectives for the SPA. A number of other Annex I and Annex II species listed on the Birds 
Directive also utilise the SPA and surrounding suitable habitats for foraging, roosting, and 
breeding, including whooper swan, lapwing, snipe, wigeon, teal, mallard, to name a few. 
  
In addition, a reduction in water quality (either alone or in combination with other pressures 
on water quality) from construction activities could result in the degradation of sensitive 
habitats present within Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA, which in turn could negatively affect the 
SCI bird species that rely upon these habitats for foraging and/or roosting. It could also 
negatively affect the quantity and quality of prey available to SCI bird species. These potential 
impacts (in the absence of mitigation) could occur to such a degree that they result in 
significant effects which could have implications for the conservation objectives of The 
Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA.  
 

The Department recommends that text is included for the zoning of PMA 25, to ensure all 
impacts as a result of any proposed works by itself and in combination with other plans or 
projects on the nearby SPA and any other European sites within the Zone of Influence of the 
site, are considered, and that all proposed projects must have regard to the Habitats Directive 
in this site.  
 

The Department further recommends all hedgerows and treelines and other natural features 
are retained and light spill is avoided on these features within this site, to ensure ecological 
corridors between habitats to the south and north of SLO4 are maintained.  
 

Proposed Material Amendments No. 5 – OP9 
PMA No.5 includes the amendment from ‘OS1’ to ‘TC Town Centre’. The Department 
welcomes the objectives for this site to retain hedgerows and treelines to the north/north-
west, east, and southern boundaries. In order for these features to retain their suitability for 
foraging and commuting bats and other nocturnal species, lighting should also be limited in 
this site. There should be no additional light spill on the features where dark zones are 
existing currently, and any lighting proposed should have regard to best practice guidance, 
such as the Institute of Lighting Professionals Guidance on bats and artificial lighting1. 
  

                                                   
1 Guidance Note 08/23: Bats and Artificial Lighting (BCT and Institute of Lighting Professionals 
2023), 
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The Department further recommends text is included to ensure all impacts as a result of any 
proposed works by itself and in combination with other plans or projects on the nearby SPA 
and any other European sites within the Zone of Influence of the site, are considered, and 
that all proposed projects must have regard to the Habitats Directive in this site.  
 

You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 
Applications Unit (DAU) at referrals@npws.gov.ie, where used, or to the following address: 
 
 The Manager 
 Development Applications Unit (DAU) 
 Government Offices 
 Newtown Road 

Wexford 
Y35 AP90 

 
Is mise le meas, 

 
 
 
 

Diarmuid Buttimer 
Development Applications Unit 
Administration 
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