Wicklow County Council
Chomhairle Chontae Chill Mhantain

ARKLOW MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING HELD IN THE McELHERON CHAMBER ON

THE 10" September 2025.

Present: Cllr. Miriam Murphy, Cathaoirleach
Clir. Sylvester Bourke, Leas-Cathaaoirleach
Cllr. Pat Kennedy
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald
Cllr. Peir Leonard
Cllr. Warren O’'Toole

Officials Present: Ms. Joanne O’ Dowd, A/District Manager
Ms. Alvina Brehony, District Administrator
Ms. Avril Hill, District Engineer
Ms. Lorraine Hayes ASO
Mr. Damien Byrne, Executive Engineer

Apologies: Ms. Leonora Earls, District Manager
Press: Hugh O’Farrell Walsh

Item 1: Votes of Sympathy.

The members expressed votes of sympathy to all families who have recently lost a loved one. A minutes
silence was observed.

Item 2: Confirmation of Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Municipal District of Arklow dated 28th May
2025 (previously circulated and deferred from July Meeting).

Cllr. Leonard asked for an amendment to these minutes to clarify a previous discussion in regards to
Discretionary funding. This was agreed ’

The minutes were proposed by ClIr. Bourke and seconded by Clir. Fitzgerald.



Iltem 3: Confirmation of Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Municipal District of Arklow dated 9™ July
2025

The minutes were proposed by Clir. Bourke and seconded by Clir. Murphy.

Item 4: Matters Arising.

e ClIr. Leonard suggested an email should be sent to Uisce Eireann in-regards future development with
the flood relief taking place. We need to see their plans on future development as with the flood
relief taking place Uisce Eireann and WWTP will need to work in conjunction with each other for the
benefit of the Town.

e Clir. Leonard asked for an update on the An Taisce report on vacant properties in the Town.

e The DA confirmed that the Planning Team and TRO office were reviewing the content of the An Taisce

Report.

e ClIr. Leonard said the tall ships project was a great success, she flew to Wales for two days and was
made feel extremely welcome by the Aberystwyth twinning Committee. They are very enthusiastic
about the relationship Aberystwyth have with Arklow. Clir. Leonard feels a thank you letter including
some discussion of developing the relationship further should be sent. It was agreed to contact the

Twinning committee in this regard.

e Cllr. Murphy congratulated Cllr. Leonard, she also thanked Cllr. Leonard, SSE, Sports department and
Stephen Kavanagh for their input into the Tall ships event.

e Clir. O'Toole looked for clarification some land for the running club he stated it is not a container they
are seeking but some land where they can store their equipment.

e Cllr. Leonard stated Curran’s Corner is not done and requested an update.

Item 5. Consideration of Reports and Recommendations:

% To receive a report from Engineers Engineer

Municipal District of Arklow

District Engineer’s Report

3™ September 2025
Restoration Improvement
Proposed Works Status

R-752 Ballybeg to Rathnew n Date TBC _ s
R-754 Avoca Village TBC — Night works

| L-29013 Laffan’'s Lane | TBC — Night works B
'-29013 Castlepark Complete

'L-7137 Ballymanus-Reddenagh | Complete sl |




'L-2143 Aughrim-Ballinglen

| Complete

L-6147 Ballymorris Lower

| TBC-Iate September

L-6644 Ballinaclash-Ballard Complete B
| L-5665 Kilmacrea Pass | Complete -
Restoration Maintenance
Complete
Safety Improvement Works
Proposed Works Project Status

' R-772 near rugby club

Installation of Safety Signage | signage to be installed 15"

L-1113 Carrigmore Bridge

Installation of Safety Signage September

| R-747 Woodenbridge to Aughrim | Installation of safety barrier

—1 Complete
R-752 Rathdrum to Glenealy Installation of safety barrier
Community Involvement Scheme
Proposed Works Status

L-66441 Whaley Abbey, Ballinaclash

Works commencing g™ Sept.

Local Improvement Scheme

Proposed Works

Status

Kilcashel, Aughrim
Toberpatrick, Tinahely

Prep Work Ongoing

Prep Work complete — Contractor to confirm dates

Westaston, Kilmacurra

Ballymorris, Aughrim

Ballard Upper

| Prep Work complete

Prep Work Ongoing

Prep Work complete — Contractor to confirm dates

Ballard Ballinaclash

Prep Work Ongoing




Discretionary Funding

Proposed Works Status

Footpath at Barndarrig NS Waiting on response from Board of Management
| Castlemaca_dam Cemetery | 18C by Ri contractor _ 3

Duck Pond a e | Review of Maintenance Requirements

Publiai_ghting in Greenane N . Waiting on ESB éonnection 2

Heritage Signage for Villages One sign to be installed in Greenane
Infill Lighting Annacurra Start date TBC
Public Liéhting at the Birches, Ballinaclash Waitiﬁg on ESB connection =
| Public Realm Furniture Upgrade - AMD Some benches installed in St. Mary’s Park 5
-Tree e - | Contacted Arborist & tree surgeon. Worki_ng_through
ol === = | reports. =

Footpath - Conary Works to start in next 2 weeks.

| 2024 Footpath Repair Riverwalk

Some drainage works required in advance

Puinc_ReaIm - Arklow
__ﬂjblic Realm - Rathdrum

| Liaised with the Biodiversity Officer - AKNaiting Further |
Information _
Ccisidered as part of Traffic Study

Educational Signage - Beaches

Pedestrian Crossing - Rathdrum

Repair of Footpath at Currans Corner

Footpath - Arklow Bearing Services

Footpath Renewal
Croghan View, Aughrim —ongoing.

Brookmeadow Avoca — Works to start w/c 15" Sept. _
Main St. Arklow resurfacing at laneways w/c 15" Sept.

Re-setting of cobbles w/c 15" Sept.

Other works
Rathdrum Traffic Study - Progress meeting 8" Sept.

Masterplan of Seaview Avenue — Tender review ongoing

St. Mary’s Park — Repairs planned for fountain and bandstand. Cleaning boundary walls and
bandstand roof 12" September. Upgrade to public lighting, subject to costs.

Skua — Cleaning of lighthouse Friday 12" Sept.

Abbey Cemetery — Railings cleaned and painted. Cleaned footpaths. Repairs required, subject to
funding.

Seaview Avenue, Mini driving school — Works to start w/c 22" Sept.

Playground Communications Board installed across the District. Sponsored by Disc.

Parade Ground — Fr. Murphy railings and seats cleaned and painted.



The following matters were raised and discussed:

ClIr. Leonard thanked the DE and the team for installing the duck feeders, they have been very well received,
she requested if the bus shelters could be cleaned? '

Cllr. Bourke enquired regarding LIS in Killeagh as all landowners have now signed up. DE confirmed there is no
funding this year for Killeagh but will prioritise it for next year.

Clir. Fitzgerald said Kynoch needs to be looked at. It was confirmed that this was included in the Seaview Area
Masterplan tender.

Cllr. Kennedy raised a number of queries including installation of a safety barrier at Merrigans Corner. The
junction at Greenane is in need of some work as there is an issue with some sight lines. Road Markings need to
be restored in Ballycoog. The bridge near Rathdrum needs attention as the tar is not smooth. The public lights
out in both Rathdrum and Arklow need to be addressed.

He also requested an update on the traffic study in Rathdrum.

DE has said she will look into Clir. Kennedy’s queries and also stated she is hoping to go to part 8 next month for
Rathdrum traffic plan.

Cllr. O Toole enquired why the cycle lanes have two different colours on them.

DE explained the NTA changed the guideline after one had been constructed.

No lighting in Heatherside for the past 20 weeks, Clir. O'Toole said it was impossible to find out who was
responsible for this.

DE said the lighting issue was a matter for the developers as the estate is not taken in charge yet.
ClIr. Leonard asked if we can write to the developer regarding the lack of lighting.
The A/DM would raise the matter with Public Lighting and the relevant department with regards to TIC.

Clir. Fitzgerald 'said it was great to see children in St. Peter’s Place playground and thanked all involved getting
this project over the line.

The DA confirmed that Arklow Town Team received the funding and only for them it would not have been

possible.

Clir. Leonard said there is a bench at the harbour which needs replacing. This would be raised with the Harbour

Master.

DE will look at road to Clogga as Cllr. Murphy said residents are not happy with speed signs going from 60kph to
80kph.

Clir Murphy raised concerns about accessibility at the Band Stand in St. Mary’s. The DE stated there is currently
no funding to make the bandstand more accessible. The DA confirmed that the Town Team had submitted a
Town and Village funding application, and the aim was to engage consultants to redesign St. Mary’s Park
including the band stand.

Cllr. Leonard enquired about the wooden stand at the duck pond, the DA confirmed she would investigate who
built it. .



% To consider draft guidance document on Discretionary funding allocation to
individuals/groups (previously circulated and deferred from July Meeting)

The DA stated she had previously sent the guidance documents to the Members, and she had received no
submissions from the Members.

Clir. Kennedy asked if the maximum cap on spend was set at €3000. He also asked if the figure was not used,
would it roll over to the following year.

Clir. Kennedy proposed this and ClIr. Fitzgerald seconded this. The Guidance document was agreed.

Item 6. Other business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting

< Appointment of 1 Member to Heritage Forum ( to replace Clir Leonard)

Clr. Leonard said this is a lovely forum tobea part of. Deirdre Burns does a great job and is a good help with
funding application forms.

ClIr. Kennedy proposed Clir. Bourke for this role. Clir. Fitzgerald seconded the proposal. Clir Bourke agreed to
take the position.

< Nomination for membership of the Local Community Safety Partnership ( 1 from AMD)

ClIr. Bourke proposed Cllr. Kennedy and ClIr. Murphy seconded this proposal. Clir Kennedy is nominated on
behalf of Arklow MD. '

’

Item 7. Notice of Motions

(a) To consider the Notice of Motion in the name of Clirs W O’'Toole and Clir P Leonard received
~on the 11" June 2025

“Discretionary Funding Support for Memorial space with Irish Proclamation Stone Centrepiece

Motion:

That this Municipal District supports the allocation of discretionary funding towards the creation of a Space in
Arklow, with its centrepiece being a stone-carved reproduction of the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic,
in keeping with similar commemorative features already established across County Wicklow.

Furthermore, that this initiative be expanded in scope to include Avoca and Aughrim, with the vision of
establlshmg a network of reflection spaces across the district. These spaces will honour Ireland’s historical
legacy, promote civic pride and provide peaceful, inclusive public places for remembrance and community
engagement”

Cllr. O’Toole expressed how important to have these stones to celebrate and reflect the 1916 Rising.

Clir. Fitzgerald said he would not be supporting this motion, as many streets in Arklow are named after
members or the rising. He doesn’t think there is a need for a memorial.

ClIr. Kennedy said in 2016 the Government had given each Municipal District a memorial stone during the
centenary celebrations. -



Clir. Murphy said there had been many discussions regarding this and after 3 or 4 meetings the memorial
stone had been installed in Rathdrum.

ClIr. Bourke felt the 1916 has been well commemorated throughout the District. He suggested a new plaque
for the 100 year anniversary of General Holt. Clir. Bourke thought it would be a good idea to have a debate
regarding the Proclamation.

Cllr. Leonard suggested a compromise and suggested looking at locations. Perhaps we should return to in the
future. Perhaps we could use some discretionary funding for this and do something artistic as it is good to
reflect on the past it should not be hidden away.

It was agreed to come back to this for further discussion and develop the concept with some visuals.
Community enhancement grant could be applied for.

This motion was not agreed.

(b} To consider the Notice of Motion in the name of Clirs W O'Toole and Clir P Leonard received
on the 11" June 2025

Community Empowerment & Inclusion Fund (Rolling Annual Programme)

Motion: ,

That this Municipal District establishes a rolling annual Community Empowerment & Inclusion Fund, using
discretionary funding, to support grassroots initiatives, community-led projects and individual needs that
promote wellbeing, accessibility, inclusion, environmental awareness, intergenerational connection and local
pride across the Arklow Municipal District.”

Cllr O’Toole agreed that this motion should be withdrawn as there was now an agreed policy in place with the
discretionary fund document.

(c) To consider the Notice of Motion in the name of Clirs W O’Toole and Clir P Leonard received
on the 11" June 2025

Support Scheme for Individuals Representing the district at High-Level Extracurricular Activities

Motion:

That this Municipal District establishes a dedicated Support Scheme for individuals, particularly young people ,
who represent the wider district, at high levels in extracurricular activities such as sport, the arts, science,
technology, music, and cultural performance.

This scheme would provide financial support to help with costs.

Applications would be invited through a simple process, reviewed on a rolling basis or twice annually and
awarded based on merit, impact and the ambassadorial role played by the individual in promoting Arklow and
the district. ’

This initiative recognises the commitment, discipline and excellence of those who pursue extracurricular
success and seeks to remove financial barriers to participation and progression, while also promoting civic

pride and positive role models for our younger generation.

To also allow the possibility of external fund's to be used within this initiative.”



After some discussion both Clir. O’Toole and Clir. Leonard agreed to withdraw this motion as funding is
available centrally. The Guidance document for discretionary funding would also make some provision
available.

(d) To consider the Notice of Motion in the name of Clirs S Bourke and ClIr P Kennedy received on
the 9" July 2025

“That Wicklow County Council improve the sight lines at the junction of the L6125 with the L6124 at
Ballintombay, Rathdrum in the interest of traffic safety”

Clir. Bourke proposed this motion and ClIr. Kennedy seconded it.

DE stated she will look at the blind corner as it needs some remedial work and also the ditch as this needs
some attention.

Item 9. Correspondence
None

item 10. Any Other Business

e  ClIr Bourke request for an update on coastal protection plans.

e Yellow boxes need to be repainted — The DE confirmed tender is done, the MD are waiting for the
Contractor.

e Residents in Clogga are looking for help with coastal erosion and will carry out some of the work
involved. Consultants have finished report from Ennereilly Beach to the Railway line. This matter
should be referred to the Enviroment Section in Wicklow County Council as this was under their remit.

e The opening of The Arts Centre in the town has been a huge success it is a very positive place and all
have been invited to the Arts Centre. It was created with much community involvement and very
limited funding.

e The serious issue of violent threats and intimidation of An Tanaiste Simon Harris was raised.

e Unfortunately all Councillors are targets outside of the chamber. It is a job of passion and we need to
look after ourselves both mentally and physically. It was agreed to send a letter of support to the
Minister.

e There s an issue at Marian Villas with dumping and a lot of dog fouling in the area.

e Arklow United are looking to mark out which lands belong to them. A report on this was carried out
and it is between the Law Department and the relevant section at present. The DA will request an
update for members.

Minutes confirmed at the Arklow Municipal District Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8" October 2025.

signed: (-\\\(. Mlel(lm My C(j\/\—’)

Clir. Miriam Murphy, Cathaoirleach, Arklow Municipal Districj

Signed: M I\Q/L./@’/LJV/

Ms. Alvina Brehony,T)istrict Admin‘istétor, Arklow Municipal District




