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Section 1 Introduction
1.1 Background

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) Report for Proposed Variation No. 3 to the Wicklow
County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied), has been prepared to assist the competent authority
in assessing whether or not Stage Two AA is required. AA is a procedure carried out in accordance with
the requirements of Article 6 (3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats
and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter referred to as the “Habitats Directive”).

1.2 Legislative Context

The Habitats Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance. The
overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the “favourable conservation status” of
habitats and species of European Community Interest. These habitats and species are listed in the
Habitats and Birds Directives (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds) with
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated to afford
protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as European
sites and Natura 2000.

AA is required by the Habitats Directive, as transposed into Irish legislation by the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the Planning and
Development Act (as amended). AA is an assessment of the potential for adverse or negative effects
of a plan or project, in combination with other plans or projects, on the conservation objectives of a
European site. These sites consist of SACs and SPAs and provide for the protection and long-term
survival of Europe’s most valuable and threatened species and habitats.

1.3 Approach

This Screening for AA report of Proposed Variation No. 3 is based on best scientific knowledge, has
utilised ecological expertise and is supported by desktop research on national databases including the
National Biodiversity Data Centre!, the NPWS?, and EPA3 mapping websites (including data collected
for the most recent Article 12 and 17 conservation status reporting cycle, 2019).

The ecological desktop study completed for the Screening for AA report of the Proposed Variation No.2
comprised the following elements:

. Identification of European sites within 15 km of Proposed Variation No. 3 boundary;

. Examination of European sites hydrologically linked (via direct surface water connection or shred
groundwater body) or other ecological link beyond 15 km of Proposed Variation No. 3 boundary;

o Examination of the NPWS Qualifying Interests (for SACs), Special Conservation Interests (for SPAs) and
Conservation Objectives or the above identified sites with potential pathways to Proposed Variation No. 3
area; and

. Examination of available additional information on protected and or designated species as
relevant/necessary.

There are four main stages in the AA process as follow:

Stage One: Screening
The process that identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a project or plan, either alone or in combination
with other projects or plans and considers whether these impacts are likely to be significant.

Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment

The consideration of the impact on the integrity of the European site of the project or plan, either alone or in
combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function and its conservation
objectives. Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of those impacts.
If adequate mitigation is proposed to ensure no significant adverse impacts on European sites, then the process may

! Available at: https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
2 Available at: https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites and https://d
3 Available at: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/




end at this stage. However, if the likelihood of significant impacts remains, then the process must proceed to Stage
Three.

Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions
The process that examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoids adverse
impacts on the integrity of the European site.

Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts remain
An assessment of compensatory measures where, in the light of an assessment of imperative reasons of overriding
public interest (IROPI), it is deemed that the project or plan should proceed.

The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures. This
approach aims to avoid any impacts on European sites by identifying possible impacts early in the plan-
making process and avoiding such impacts. Second, the approach involves the application of mitigation
measures, if necessary, during the AA process to the point where no adverse impacts on the site (s)
remain. If potential impacts on European sites remain, the approach requires the consideration of
alternative solutions. If no alternative solutions are identified and the plan/project is required for
imperative reasons of overriding public interest, then compensation measures are required for any
remaining adverse effect (s).

The assessment of potential effects on European sites is conducted following a standard source-
pathway-receptor* model, where, in order for an effect to be established all three elements of this
mechanism must be in place. The absence or removal of one of the elements of the model is sufficient
to conclude that a potential effect is not of any relevance or significance.

In the interest of this report, receptors are the ecological features that are known to be utilised by the
qualifying interests or special conservation interests of a European site. A source is any identifiable
element of Proposed Variation No. 3 provision that is known to interact with ecological processes. The
pathways are any connections or links between the source and the receptor. This report provides
information on whether any likely significant effect on any European site could arise from Proposed
Variation No. 3.

This report has been prepared taking into account legislation including the aforementioned legislation
and guidance including the following:

o Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland. Guidance for Planning Authorities, Department of
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2009;

. "Commission Notice: Managing Natura 2000 sites - The provisions of Article 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive
92/43/EEC", European Commission 2018;

. Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites — Methodological guidance on the provisions

of Article 6 (3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission Notice, Journal of the
European Union, 2021; and

o Practice Note PNO1: Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, Office of the Planning
Regulator, 2021.

This report has been conducted in view of the Conservation Objectives of the habitats or species, for
which the relevant European sites have been designated.

4 Source(s) — e.g. pollutant run-off from proposed works; Pathway(s) — e.g. groundwater connecting to nearby qualifying wetland
habitats; and Receptor(s) — qualifying aquatic habitats and species of European Sites.



Section 2 Description of the Proposed Variation

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development
and proper planning within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The Plan has already
been varied in 2023 with Variation No. 15. A process to vary the Plan with Proposed Variation No. 2 is
underways.

The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of the draft and final Blessington Local
Area Plan with the County Development Plan 2022-2028 i.e. to ensure that the zoning and key
development objectives of the Local Area Plan clearly form part of the County Development Plan.

Proposed Variation No. 3 includes amendments to Volume 1 of the Plan, sub-sections 1.2 “Structure of
the Plan” and 3.5 “Zoning” and Map 17.09 “Wicklow Landscape Category Map” (to reflect revised LAP
boundary), and the insertion into Volume 2 of “Part 5 Local Area Plans” which provides new text and
various maps from the Blessington Local Area Plan (Land Use Zoning Map, Key Green Infrastructure
Map, Indicative Flood Zones Map and Transport Strategy Map). These changes allow for the coherent
and consistent integration of Blessington Local Area Plan into the County Development Plan.

For further detail, the Proposed Variation document should be referred to.

5 Variation No. 1 to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 updated the Plan as follows: rezone 0.81ha of land at Ballygannon, Rathdrum,
from ‘RN — New Residential’ to ‘OS2 — Passive Open Space’ and amend the written text of the Rathdrum Town Plan to reflect the changes consequent
from the rezoning. Variation No. 1 was screened for the need to undertake Stage 2 AA and it was determined that Stage 2 AA was not required.

6 The aim of Proposed Variation No. 2 is to ensure consistence of the draft and final Wicklow Town-Rathnew Local Area Plan with the County
Development Plan 2022-2028 i.e. to ensure that the zoning and key development objectives of the Wicklow Town-Rathnew Local Area Plan clearly
form part of the County Development Plan. Proposed Variation No. 2 is being screened for the need to undertake Stage 2 AA and the emerging
conclusion is that Stage 2 AA is not required.



Section 3 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

3.1 Introduction to screening

This stage of the process identifies any potential significant affects to European sites from a project or
plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans.

An important element of the AA process is the identification of the “Conservation Objectives” (COs),
“Qualifying Interests” (QIs) and/ or “Special Conservation Interests” (SCIs) of European Sites requiring
assessment. QIs are the habitat features and species listed in Annexes I and II of the Habitats
Directive for which each European Site has been designated and afforded protection. SCIs are wetland
habitats and bird species listed within Annexes I and II of the Birds Directive. It is also vital that the
threats to the ecological/environmental conditions that are required to support QIs and SCIs are
considered as part of the assessment.

The following NPWS First Order Site-Specific Conservation Objectives have been considered in the
screening:

e  For SACs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitat (s) and/or the Annex II
species for which the SAC has been selected; and

e  For SPAs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation
Interests for this SPA.

Where available, Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) designed to define favourable
conservation status for a particular habitat’ or species? at that site have been considered.

3.2 Identification of relevant European Sites

The Department of the Environment (2009) Guidance on AA recommends a 15 km pathway
consideration zone to be considered. All European sites within a 15km radius of the County
Development Plan area to which Proposed Variation No. 3 relates were examined to assess potential
connectivity corridors on a landscape scale, and assess potential interactions between Proposed
Variation No. 3 and the Conservation Objectives of each of the sites.

Details of European sites that occur within the 15 km Pathway Consideration Zone of, or have
hydrological/groundwater connectivity with, Proposed Variation No. 3 area are listed in Table 3.1 and
mapped in Figure 3.1, Figure 3.2 and Figure 3.3.

Information on QIs, SCIs, site-specific vulnerabilities and sensitivities (see Appendix I) and background
information (such as that within Ireland’s Article 17 Report to the European Commission, site synopses
and Natura 2000 standard data forms) has also been considered by the AA screening assessment. The
COs of the European sites that have been considered throughout the assessment report, were sourced
from the following NPWS documents:

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Ballyman Glen SAC [IE0000713] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Bray Head SAC [IE0000714] Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Carriggower Bog SAC [IE0000716] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Deputy's Pass Nature Reserve SAC [IE0000717] Version 1.
NPWS (2020) Conservation Objectives for Glen of the Downs SAC [IE0000719] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Knocksink Wood SAC [IE0000725] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Buckroney-Brittas Dunes and Fen SAC [IE0000729] Version 1.
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC [IE0000733] Version 1.
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for Slaney River Valley SAC [IE0000781] Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Holdenstown Bog SAC [IE0001757] Version 1.

7 Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when: its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing; the
specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable
future; and the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

8 The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when: population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining
itself on a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats; the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to
be reduced for the foreseeable future; and there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations on a
long-term basis.



NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Magherabeg Dunes SAC [IE0001766] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Mountains SAC [IE0002122] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for The Murrough Wetlands SAC [IE0002249] Version 1.
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Mountains SPA [IE0004040] Version 1.

NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA [IE0004063] Version 1.
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Head SPA [IE0004127] Version 1.

NPWS (2022) First Order Site-specific Conservation Objectives for The Murrough SPA [IE0004186]
Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Kilpatrick Sandhills SAC [IE0001742] Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Red Bog, Kildare SAC [IE0000397] Version 1.

NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Wicklow Reef SAC [IE0002274] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Glenasmole Valley SAC [IE0001209] Version 1.

NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC [IE0003000] Version 1.
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for River Barrow and River Nore SAC [IE0002162] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) First Order Site-specific Conservation Objectives for Dalkey Islands SPA [IE0004172]
Version 1.

NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for South Dublin Bay SAC [IE0000210] Version 1.

NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA [IE0004024]
Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Blackstairs Mountains SAC [IE0000770] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Pollardstown Fen SAC [IE0000396] Version 1.

NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for North Bull Island SPA [IE0004006] Version 1.

NPWS (2023) Conservation Objectives for North-west Irish Sea SPA [IE0004236] Version 1.

NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for North Dublin Bay SAC [IE0000206] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC [IE0001398] Version 1.
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA [IE0004076] Version 1.
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Seas off Wexford SPA [IE0004237] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for The Raven SPA [IE0004019] Version 1.

NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC [IE0000710] Version 1.
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives for Hook Head SAC [IE0000764] Version 1.

The COs focus on maintaining the favourable conservation condition of the QIs/SCIs of each European
site, therefore the screening process concentrated on assessing any likely significant effects on any
European Site of the Plan with respect to the QIs/SCIs of each European site.
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Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 3 to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied)
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Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 3 to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied)
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3.3 Assessment Criteria

All provisions of Proposed Variation No. 3 are considered in this report with respect to the ecological
sensitivities of each of the European sites identified. The sensitivities, threats and pressures of the Qls
in relation to all potential sources for effects identified, and potential pathways for such effects identified
above are then examined by the Screening for AA in Table 3.1. If/where sources within Proposed
Variation No. 3 and pathways for potential significant effects are identified, the European sites
concerned will proceed to Stage 2 AA (where a Natura Impact Report is then required).

3.3.1 Is Proposed Variation No. 3 Necessary to the Management of European Sites?

The overarching objective of Proposed Variation No. 3 is not the nature conservation management of
the sites, but to update the County Development Plan to ensure consistency of the draft and final
Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan. Therefore, Proposed Variation No. 3 is not
considered to be directly connected with or necessary to the management of European sites.

3.3.2 Elements of Proposed Variation No. 3 with Potential to Give Rise to Effects

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development
and proper planning within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The Plan has already
been varied in 2023 with Variation No. 1. A process to vary the Plan with Proposed Variation No. 2 is
underway. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of the draft and final
Blessington Local Area Plan with the County Development Plan 2022-2028 i.e. to ensure that the zoning
and key development objectives of the Local Area Plan clearly form part of the County Development
Plan. Proposed Variation No. 3 includes amendments to Volume 1 of the Plan, sub-sections 1.2
“Structure of the Plan” and 3.5 “Zoning” and Map 17.09 “Wicklow Landscape Category Map” (to reflect
revised LAP boundary), and the insertion into Volume 2 of “Part 5 Local Area Plans” which provides
new text and various maps from the Blessington Local Area Plan (Land Use Zoning Map, Key Green
Infrastructure Map, Indicative Flood Zones Map and Transport Strategy Map). These changes allow for
the coherent and consistent integration of Blessington Local Area Plan into the County Development
Plan.

Thus, the elements of Proposed Variation No. 3 that were identified as having the potential to affect
European Sites include:

e Provisions, including those relating to town centre regeneration, housing, development,
economic development, tourism development, community development, heritage, biodiversity
and green infrastructure development and infrastructure development, which introduce sources
for potential effects through construction phase such as habitat loss, light pollution, disturbance
effects and hydrological interactions through surface hydrological connectivity and/or shared
groundwater sources;

e Loading pressures from the operational phase of developments — these sources could result in
habitat loss/fragmentation, light pollution, disturbance effects and interactions with water
quality (surface and/or groundwater); and

e Increases in visitor numbers to ecologically sensitive areas during the operational phase of
developments which have potential to introduce sources for significant effects, such as
recreational and tourism developments.

These elements are considered by the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment being undertaken for the
Blessington LAP. The emerging conclusions of that Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment are in alignment
with no adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the
LAP, either alone or in combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County
Development Plan (as varied).

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the
integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of
European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The LAP requires compliance with
these measures and includes additional such measures that must be complied with.



Taking into account all of the above, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any
European site that would be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3, that have not already been
considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage
2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each assessment are provided in a
Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

3.3.3 Screening of Sites

Table 3.1 examines whether there is potential for likely significant effects on European sites considering
information provided above, including Appendix I. European sites are screened based on one or a
combination of the following criteria:

e The existence of potential for pathways for likely significant effects, such as hydrological links between the Proposed
Variation proposals and the site to be screened;

e  The distance of the relevant site from the Proposed Variation boundary; and

e  The existence of a link between identified threats or vulnerabilities at a site to potential impacts that may arise from
the Proposed Variation.

As outlined in the European Commission Environment DG document "Assessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites. Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6 (3) and
(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC" outlines the types of effects that may affect European Sites.

These include effects from the following activities:

Land take

Resource Requirements (Drinking Water Abstraction Etc.)
Emissions (Disposal to Land, Water or Air)

Excavation Requirements

Transportation Requirements

Duration of Construction, Operation, Decommissioning

In addition, the guidance document outlines the following likely changes that may occur at a designated
site, which may result in effects on the integrity and function of that site:

Loss/reduction of habitat area;

Habitat or species fragmentation;

Disturbance to key species;

Reduction in species density;

Changes in key indicators of conservation value (water quality etc.); and
Climate change.

Assessment of potential impacts on European sites is conducted utilising a standard source-pathway
model (see approach referred to under Section 1 and Section 3). Proposed Variation No. 3 is considered
in Table 3.1 with reference to the QIs/SCIs of all of the European sites identified.



Table 3.1 Screening for AA

Site
Code

Site Name

Distance
(km)

Qualifying Feature

Analysis for Likely Significant Effects

Likelihood
of
Significant
Effects

Likelihood of
In-
Combination
Effects

000713

Ballyman Glen

SAC

0.00

Petrifying springs with tufa formation
(Cratoneurion) [7220], Alkaline fens
[7230]

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning
within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).

As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.

No

No

000714

Bray Head SAC

0.00

European dry heaths [4030],
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and
Baltic Coasts [1230]

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning
within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).

As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.

No

No

000716

Carriggower Bog
SAC

0.00

Transition mires and quaking bogs
[7140]

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning
within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
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adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).

As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.

000717

Deputy's  Pass
Nature Reserve
SAC

0.00

Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and
Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning
within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).

As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.

No

No

000719

Glen of the
Downs SAC

0.00

Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and
Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning
within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).

As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.

Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
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this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.
000725 Knocksink Wood | 0.00 Petrifying springs with tufa formation | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning | No No
SAC (Cratoneurion) [7220], Alluvial forests | within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus | the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0], Old | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
sessile oak woods with Ilex and | effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0] management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).
As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.
Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.
000729 | Buckroney- 0.00 Alkaline fens [7230], Atlantic | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning | No No
Brittas Dunes decalcified fixed dunes (Calluno- | within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
and Fen SAC Ulicetea) [2150], Fixed coastal dunes | the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.
with herbaceous vegetation - grey
dunes [2130], Humid dune slacks | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
[2190], Mediterranean salt meadows | effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
(Juncetalia maritimi)[1410], Perennial | management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
vegetation of stony banks [1220], | being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210], | complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
Shifting dunes along the shoreline | adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
with  Ammophila arenaria - white | combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).
dunes [2120], Dunes with Salix repens
ssp. argentea (Salicion arenariae) | As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
[2170], Embryonic shifting dunes | be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
[2110] County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.
Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.
000733 | Vale of Clara | 0.00 Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning | No No
(Rathdrum Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0] within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
Wood) SAC the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
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adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).
As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.
Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.
000781 | Slaney River | 0.00 Water courses of plain to montane | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 (as varied) provides for sustainable development and proper planning | No No
Valley SAC levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis | within the administrative area of Wicklow County Council. The aim of Proposed Variation No. 3 is to ensure consistency of
and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation | the draft and final Blessington LAP with the County Development Plan 2022-2028.
[3260], Alluvial forests with Alnus
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (A/no- | The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which identified sources for likely significant
Padlion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) | effects on European Sites and facilitated the integration of measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and
[91EQ], Atlantic salmon (Sa/mo salar) | management of European Sites with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. The Blessington LAP, which itself is
[1106], Estuaries [1130], Otter (Lutra | being subject to Stage 2 AA, requires compliance with these measures and includes additional such measures that must be
Jutra) [1355], Freshwater pearl mussel | complied with. The emerging conclusions of the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment for the LAP are in alignment with no
(Margaritifera margaritifera) [1029], | adverse effects on the integrity of any European site as a result of the implementation of the LAP, either alone or in
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco- | combination with the wider planning framework, including the existing County Development Plan (as varied).
Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330],
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by | As discussed in Section 3.3.2, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European site that would
seawater at low tide [1140], Harbour | be introduced by Proposed Variation No. 3 that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the
seal (Phoca vitulina) [1365], Sea | County Development Plan and/or the emerging Stage 2 AA being undertaken for the Blessington LAP. The findings of each
lamprey (Petromyzon  marinus) | assessment are provided in a Natura Impact Report accompanying each Plan.
[1095], Brook lamprey (Lampetra
planeri) [1096], Twaite shad (Alosa | Considering the above, alongside the Conservation Objectives and known threats and pressures relating to this European
fallax) [1103], Old sessile oak woods | site; the Proposed Variation does not introduce any additional source that has a pathway for a likely significant effect on
with Ilex and Blechnum in the British | this European site that was not already considered by either the existing County Development Plan AA process or the
Isles [91A0], Mediterranean salt | emerging Blessington LAP AA process. Consequently, no further assessment is required.
meadows (Juncetalia  maritimi)
[1410]