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Mission Statement

aTo improve the qualityof life for the people of County Wicklow, drive economic ar
community development, adhering to the principles of sustainable development,
social inclusion, human rights and equality and accessibility for all. We will maxir
the use of resources to debv efficient, effective and value for money services, be
open and receptive to change, working inpartNéd KA LJ ¢ A GK 2
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Wicklow County Council ratified the establishment
of Wicklow Women Councillors Caucus, the aim of
the caucus is to be a negwartisan group working

) S to address barriers and challenges to participation
As Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council | am by female Councillors in Wicklow County Council.
delighted to introduce the Annual Report for the Alsq to strengthen ceoperation between women
year 2021. This report outlines the very many and  across all political parties and ideological lines and
varied activities of Wicklow County Couraiross to strengthen their capacity to effect change.

all services. Wicklow County Council provides and
funds a broad range of services including; housing, _ _
roads, playgrounds, libraries, fire stations, sports ~ 1he inséllation of a solar car port commenced at

facilities, arts centres, recycling centres, as well as ~ County Buildings, this will generate renewable

serving as a platform for local denracy. energy and assist in achieving climate change
targets. This innovative project is the largest solar

S5dz2NAYy3 Hnum FdzyRAy3 27F e & Pk pJrelgnd goverings WE spgogsk ang 2

successful projects in Annamoe, Avoca, Stratford, ~Measuring circa 1600m2.

Laragh & Enniskerry through the Town & Village

renewal scheme, assisting towns to respond to the h oKl hieved dold medal q
challenges associated with COVID 19. Community Three Wicklow Towns achieved gold medal awards

Activiid CdzyRa 2F enynscyc »'5N% resReqve prizg qaigagrieg Qiglows Bray
support groups, particularly in disadvantaged and Wicklow while Greystones secured a silver
areas, as part of special government funding to medal.

support community groups impacted by COVID 19.

I would like to pay tribute to my fellow Elected
2A01t26 6+a FEf20FG8R T dyMERPG'SaNG g thank them fortheir epperation, |
for the proposed Bluavay running the length of and aSsistance to me during the year, particularly

the County from north Bray to south Arklow. While the members.of the Cgrporgte Policy Group and
the Greystones to Wicklow Greenway received each of the six Strategic Policy Groups who were

(G138 m FTdyRAy3 2F eopns ISFYMENagin gopuibying to dhe poliypaith & 5 5
approximately 20 km in length stretching from the decision making forum affecting the entire Council.
southern end of the Bray to Greystes Cliff Walk
to the Murrough in Wicklow Town. Both projects
link in with the Outdoor Recreation Strategy
(20202025).

| would also like to take the opportunity to record
my appreciation to Chief Executive, Frank Curran
and to the entire staff of Wicklow County Council
for the mannerin which they assisted me in the

Wicklow Sports and Recreation Partnership performance of my role as Cathaoirleach.

launched Arklow Community Sports Hub at Coral
Leisure Centre in Arklow. This is part of an
investment in physical activity equipment, COUNCILLOR SHAY CULLEN

ining i CATHAOIRLEACH
gr;)(g;f:?mes and training in the area over the next WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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-‘-","A.‘ It gives me great pleasure as Chief
Executive of Wicklow County Council welcome the
publication of the 2021 Annual Report and to highlight a
number of achievements over the last 12 months which
are further contained within this report.

Wicklow County Council is responsible for providing
services to approximately 142,425 o#tis. During 2021
the Council continued to deliver significant efficiencies
and innovation, while focusing on its leadership role to
drive local, community and economic development, in
line with the Corporate Plan 2018024, to ensure that
Wicklow remains @ attractive place to live, work, do
business and visit.

In response to the Covid crisis, Wicklow County Council
provided significant support to local businesses and the
community in general. Through the administration of the
Restart Grant Scheme a total ¥
the Council to local businesses in Wicklow. Moreover,
Reopening Committees were established in each
Municipal District, in conjunction with the local
Chambers of Commerce and Town Teams, which
resulted in a number of initiativeseing implemented to
promote the concept of shopping local.

Due to COVID 19 lockdowns and its impact on the
national and local businesses, The LEO remit was
widened in 2020 and 2021 to support a larger cohort of

SMEs with their business continuity plangdao provide

a wider range of supports which resulted in a sharp

increase in demand for supports across the various
offerings. LEO Wicklow provided a critical frontline

service to support small business with their business
continuity throughout the COVIDapdemic.

Throughout 2021, the Council continued to progress a
number of successful projects and strategies:

T bd¢d! @ FdzyRAy3a 2F €71 dc
sustainable transport projects.
T erdmn YAftA2Yy FdzyRAy3

Harbour Integrated Regenation.
1 The following major infrastructural schemes
were officially opened

I yy2dzy OSSR

1 Road alignment at Laragh/ Glendalough (
R757/R756) in Glendalough

1 Road realignment at Rathdrum/ Ballinaclash

(R752/R753) in Corballis, Rathdrum

''LJANI RSR {(® YSOAYyQa

New pealestrian bridge linking the Jubilee Walk

and the Avonmore Way Trail over the Avonmore

River in Rathdrum

1 Official opening of Town Library & County
Archives.

f eoY O2y (NI O
at Wicklow County Campus

1 Carrig Eden, which providestransitional
supported accommodation for those at risk of
homelessness in Greystones won 2 Irish Council
for Social Housing Awards

1 308 social units were completed and allocated
under the housing supply programme of
delivery with a further 207 units commead on
site.

= =

I would like to commend the Elected Members of
Wicklow County Council, the Members of the Strategic
Policy Committees, the Corporate Policy Group and the
LCDC and to acknowledge all the work that is carried out
at Municipal District Level andby the various other

20SNI e MMY & Ihddwbdinky Eomrfittes.

I would especially like to thank the Cathaoirleach,
Councillor Shay Cullen for his commitment and co
2LISNI GA2Yy Ay G(GKS RSt AOSNE
in 2021. | would like to commend and thank taetire

staff of Wicklow County Council for their continued hard
work and contribution to the delivery of high quality
service to the public during a global pandemic in 2021.

I am confident that the work of the Council and the
progress achieved will emalnce the quality of life for the
people of Wicklow.

BRIAN GLEESON
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

YAftA2Yy aSOdzNBER F2NJ

T2NJ 6GKS . NI &

2| e
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PARTY NAME AND ADDRESS BALTINGLASS ELECTORAL AREA
TELEPHONE EMAIL
ARKLOW ELECTORAL AREA (?

‘- {C DSNNE hQbSAftf > . dzii i SNK
- Wicklow 087 2629129

FF Pat Fitzgerald, 32 Oaklands, Arklow, Co. Wicklow clir.gerryoneill@gmail.com
0402 39563 087 2049013
pfitzgerald@wicklowcoco.ie

¢ ; FG Edward Timmins, Grangecon, Dunlavin, Co.
FF Pat Kennedy, Kirikee, Greenane, Rathdrum, Co.  Wicklow 087 2357914
Wicklow 087 4198022 etimmins@wicklowcoco.ie

patkennedyl@outlook.com

£

CC ¢2YY@e ! yySaf BigRoadV/ f & R & VisicernBlakes @eolruss, Tinah€ly, Wicklow
Arklow, Co. Wicklow 0402 31705 087 2508205 0402 38256 087 2322521
tomannesley@yahoo.co.uk vblake@wicklowcoco.ie

2

FG Sylvester Bourke, Three Oaks House,

Killiniskyduff, Arklow, Co. Wicklow 0402 24415 087 - _

2501734sylvesterbourke@hotmail.com FF John Mullen, 6 Pound Lane, Tinahely, Co.
Wicklow 086 417 780Bnullen@wicklowcoco.ie

IND Miriam Murphy, 4 Avondale Crescent, Arklow,
Co. Wicklow 0402 33245 086 2410065 FG AvriCronin, Station Road, Dunlavin, Co.

murphyinmotion@gmail.com Wicklow 085 122 2729cronin@wicklowcoco.ie

|

INDPeir LeonardSouthwinds, South Quay, Arklow,
Co. Wicklow 087 432 3856
pleonard@wicklowcoco.ie

r
FF Patsy Glennon, Oak Lodge, Hollywood, Co.
Wicklow 087 190 913Bglennon@wicklowcoco.ie
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BRAY ELECTORAL AREA

SFDBX 20 hQ. NASYy> cy CI ANE

Bray, Co. Wicklow 086 0635195
dermotobriensf@gmail.com

IND‘Joe Behan, 55 Richmond Park, Bray, Co.
Wicklow01 2868125 086 8375602
joebehan@outlook.ie

FG Aoife Flynn Kennedy, Melford, 7 Ballywaltrim
Lane, Bray, Co. Wicklow 086 400 4700
aflynnkennedy@wicklowcoco.ie

SF Grace McManus, 27 Main Street, Bray, Co.
Wicklow 083 068 0654

gracemcmanussf@gmail.com

LAB Anne Ferris, 10 Seapoint Court, Bray, Co.
Wicklow 086 236 4780
aferris@wicklowcoco.ie

EG Melanie Corrigan, The Granite Byre, Enniskerry,

AA AL LBy s war R

W2NE hQ/2yy2NE {(io !y
Emiskerry, Co. Wicklow 083 460 0357
roconnor@wicklowcoco.ie

PEri'ca DoyleSydenham Mew<Bray, Co.
Wicklow087 263 951&ricka.doyle@qgreenparty.ie
FromFebruary 2020

GREYSTONES ELECTORAL AREA

Lb5 ¢2Y C2NIlidzySz WwWs5S[ | OSe
Wicklow 01 2876135 086 2488195
tfortune@wicklowcoco.ie

™

CD 5SNB| aAlOKStfsx WYAf (2
Greystones, Co. Wicklow 01 2874115
mitchelld@eircom.net

o
o 7
FF Gerry Walsh, 33 Burnaby Heights, Greystones,
Co. Wicklow 085 8639848

gerrywalshO0@gmail.com
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-
GP Lourda Scott, 62 Redford Park, Greystones, Co.

Wicklow 087 986 753&cott@wicklowcoco.ie

IND Mags Crean, 12 Burnaby Lawns, Greystones,
Co. Wicklow 087 103 2446crean@wicklowcoco.ie

SD Jodie Neary, 4 Seagreen Avenue, Blacklion,
Greystones, Co. Wicklow 085 227 3996
jodie.neary@socialdemocrats.is

WICKLOW ELECTORAL AREA

A
SF John Snell, 81 Seaview Heights, Rathnew, Co.
Wicklow 087 2210222

isnell@wicklowcoco.ie

2

FF Gail Dunne, 9 St. Manntans Road, Wicklow Town,
Co Wicklow 086 8214368
gdunne@wicklowcoco.ie

i

CD {KIe 3 dfft NByzSaaeX . | f f A
Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow 086 7275000
shaycullen2014@gmail.com

FG >I;ene Winters, 23 Wicklow Heights Court,
Wicklow, Co. Wicklow 087 2443610
irenewinters@eircom.net

a”

IND Mary Kavanagh, 58 Seafield, Wicklow Town, Co
Wicklow 087 7823513

mkavanagh@wicklowcoco.ie

[!. tlFdZ hQ. NA Sss, C.o
Wicklow 086 036 6947
pobrien@wicklowcoco.ie

Df Sy
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MANAGEMENT TEAM

Mr. Frank Curran

Chief Executive

Mr. Colm Lavery

Director of Services
Transportation, Water and Emergency
Services

Mr. Michael Nicholson
|

Director of Services
Community, Cultural and Social
Development

Mr. Joe Lane
[
3
»

Director of Services

Housing and Corporate Estate

10

Ms. Lorraine Gallagher

Director of Services
Enterprise & Corporate Services

Ms. Breege Kilkenny

Director of Services
Plaming and Environmental Services

Ms. Dorothy Kennedy

Law Agent
Mr. Liam Fitzpatrick
P b

Head of Information S'ystems

Mr. Brian Gleeson

Head of Finance



Annual Report

|l h; {LbD ! b59/ hwt hw! ¢
9{ ¢! ¢9
1 Social Housing Provision &
Planning
1 Housing Management
1 Social Inclusion
Clir. John Snell T Corporate Estate

The Housing and Corporate Estate
StrategidPolicy Committee met on 6
occasions in 2021 and focused on a

Clir. Tommy Annesley number of key areas including:

[ fENP tlFdzE hQ. NASY
ClIr. Mags Crean

ClIr. Aoife Flynn Kennedy

ClIr. GracéMcManus

1 Budget 202& Implications for
Housing Authorities nationally in
terms of future housing supply,
management and investment
issues

1 Housing priorities and work
progranme for 2021 including
future housing supply and
management

Trade Unions
MichaelRyanSIPTU
Disadvantaged

Niamh Power Dublin Simon

Business/Commercial ' Housing Supply/Delivery
Paddy Mordaunt Programme- Housing Delivery
Community Action Plan

1 Maintenance and Management of

Mary Ann Parsons _
housing stock

Simon Blanckensee

Wicklow Travellers Group 1 Co. Wicklow Strategy for housing
Aoibhinn McCloy people with a disability
1 Annual Social Housing Assenent
1 Private Rented Inspections
Joe Lane 1 Traveller Accommodation
1 Approved Housing Bodies

collaboration

¢ KSNBal hQ. NASY 1 Mid-East homeless Action Plan
2021- 2023
1 Housing For All
Declan Marnane 1 Affordable Housing
Helena Fallon 1 Policies relating to Heating, Relets

and disposal of derelict units

11
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Wicklow County Council liaised closely
with Agents and Developers in respect of
Part V requirements. Some Part V units
are delivered through CALF in partnership
with  Approved Housing Bodies e.g.
Glenheron in Greystones and some
directly to the Council e.g. Carraig Beag,
Wicklow. 21 Part V units were delivered
in 2021 through a combination of LA
acquisition and CALF.

It is expected that 15 Part V units will be
delivered in 2022, subject to a number of
factors including the duration and number
of any Covid 19 lockdowns and how
quickly the Developers can remobilise and
complete units

Sli na Slainne, Baltinglass

Wicklow County Council continued to
deliver under its Housing Delivery
programme. 308 units of social housing
were delivered in 2021, with proposed
delivery of 504 in 2022, depending on
levels of restrictions due to the pandemic.

The Council continued to actively seeking
and encouraging the provision of social
housing via the mechanism of turnkey
development. 4 turnkey units were
delivered in 2021. The Council regularly
invites applications for further turnkey
units and expectsa continue to augment
supply with further turnkey units coming
on stream in 2022.

Wicklow County Council continues to
facilitate applications from Approved
Housing Bodies for delivery of units
through the CALF leasing scheme. 90
CALF turnkey units were delivered in
2021.

Jameson Heights, Kilmacanogue

12
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Wicklow County Counaibntinues to
work with Approved Housing Bodies to
increase the supply of social housing. A
number of sites have been allocated to
'l . Qa G2 LINPINBaa
procedure and progress has been made
on designing schemes for these sites.

The total budget for housing repairs was

€ M Z mfor202n. jfihis was distributed

evenly between the Municipal Districts on

a pro rata basis based on the number of

units in each district.

Central Heating was also provided in a

number ofhouses while servicing and

maintenance of central heating systems

has continued.

When houses become vacant they are

upgraded as follows:

9 Electrics check and repair/rewire;

1 Plumbing check;

1 Replacement of kitchen units/sanitary
ware where necessary;

1 Upgradeof properties to enhanced
energy efficiency.

1 Any other works required

A total of 99 units were returned to
productive use in 2021 through funding
available under the VOIDS Refurbishment
Programme.

Energy Efficienclyabric Upgrade Phase 1
and 2

13

Works continued on the Energy Efficiency
Fabric Upgrade programme during 2021
with 57 properties in West Wicklow and
Rathdrum commencing delays were
experienced in completing phase 1 due to
construction inflation during COVID

A framework for fabric upgrade works is

T 2 fufidenday gt Bhe dnd oi 2021 $vithia Niewy

to continuing the programme into 2022.

Wicklow County Council allocates houses
in accordance with the Scheme of Letting
Priorities adopted byCouncil Members
and approved by the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local
Government. Any person in need of
housing and unable to obtain it from their
own resources may be included on the
Council's Housing Waiting List, subject to
compliancewith eligibility criteria.

A total of 4,499 housing applicants were
on the housing list for County Wicklow at
31" December 2021. A total of 418
houses were allocateduring 2021 with a
further 106 households housed by
Approved Housig Bodies throughouthe
county.

In terms of other housing options,
Wicklow County Council continued to
promote a broad range of additional
housing options to those in need of
housing throughout 2021
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The total number of RAS properties at
31st December, 2021 was 246.

A total of 2,467 households had availed of
HAP rental support at 31st December,
2021.

Efforts continued throughout 2021 to
promote longand short term leasing as a
social housing option in County Wicklow.

Properties are leased from the private
sector and used to accommodate
households from local authority waiting
lists. Leased properties will be allocated
to tenants in accatance with tke local

I dzi K 2aNdcaiiagngsghemes.

A total of 49 units were leased to Wicklow
County Council as of 31st December,
2021.

The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme is
scheme to help homeowners who are at
risk of losing their homes due to mortgage
arrears. It lets homeowners in mortgage
difficulty switch from owning their home

to renting their home as social housing
tenants.

28 families were assisted into MTR during
2021.

14

As a first time buyer you can apply for a
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan to purchase
a new or secorwhand property, or to

build your own home.

Maximum market values of the property
that can be purchased or sdiliilt is
eEoHNZnnno

30 Rebuilding Ireland home loans were
approved in principle in 2021.

Wicklow County Council continued to
fund grants under the terms of the
Housing Adaption Grants, Housing Aid for
Older PeopleGrants and Mobility Aid
Grant. In 2021, despite delays
encountered due to the pandemic, over

EMPTY A&dadzSR Ay 3INI Yy
etTonZnnnonn

K2dzaSa I yR

During 2020 a further 20 tenants
completed purchase under the Tenant
Purchase Scheme.

Estate Development Grants were
allocated through the Municipal Districts
to Residents Associations within the
districts.

The Tenant Liaison Officer continued to
addzLILIR2 NI 2 A01f2¢6
in combatting AntiSocial Behaviour. A

/| 2 dzy i@
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large number of cases involving astcial
behaviour were recorded in 202An
Inter-Agency appvach involving An Garda
Siochana, H.S.E. and Tusla has proved to
be the best possible outcome in dealing
with anti-social issues.

At the 31st December 2021 there were
4 654 tenanted units.

Significant work was undertaken with
tenantswhose income was reduced
during the pandemic.

Pandemic restrictions prevented door to
door collections for a period in 2021 and
guidelines issued.

Wicklow County Council is required to
undertake an annual count of Traveller
families- the count in 2021 showed 278
Traveller families living in the County.

Under the Traveller Accommodation
Programme, 17 allocations were made to
Traveller households in 2021.

Ongoing inspections on the fire safety on
Halting sites were carried ooy members
of the Housing section.

Significant progress was made on the
Capital Programme in 2021 as follows:
Ballinteskin- 3 houses - tender
advertised

Rathdrum: 4 houses Avondale Heigts
approval received for funding from the
Department Part V11 advertised and

15

report to be presened to the members of
Arklow MDin early 2022.

Barndarrig- 2 houseg; revised stage 1
approval received preliminary design
underway.

The members of the Local Traveller
Accommodation Consultative Committee
(LTACC) met 5 times in 2020. A sub group
of the LTACC was also set up in 2021who
meet on a more regular basis to discuss
individual cases and particular issues that
may arise. Implenmgation of the
objectives under the Traveller
Accommaodation Plan 2012024

continued to ensure the accommodation
needs of Travellers living in Co. Wicklow
were met. This included planning for the
provision of standard housing, group
housing, rural houseand
temporary/emergency sites.

Prevention of homelessness continued to
be a key focus and the homeless team
provided advice and support, (primarily by
phone and email due to COVID
restrictions) to persons homeless or at risk
of homelessnes The homeless team
engaged with Landlords and Agents, to
sustain and progress tenancies.
Emergency accommodation was provided
by the Council, where necessary, following
a full assessment of need.

1 345 new cases
(families/individuals) presented as
homeless during 2021. As at the
31s December 18 families were in
emergency accommodan with a
further 24 familiesh y
R2 2 NE

G2oy FNRBYU
I O0O2YY2RIGA2Yy ®
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1 Mid-East Region Homeless Action
Plan 2021k 2023 was competed.

The Homeless HAP Placefinder provides
assistance in:

U seeking out potential
properties suitable for
households currently identified

as homeless or at risk of
homelessness;
U liaising with specific

households to establish their
specific needs;

U establishingrelationships with
local property agents and
landlords; and,

U supporting those homeless
households to (a) prevent the
necessity to enter emergency
accommodation or (b) to exit
emergency  accommodation
and secure a tenancy.

U To date, 372 households (277
families & 95 singles) have
been assisted wunder the
Homeless HAP Scheme in
Wicklow County Council from
the inception on i October
2018 (164 homeless cases, 201
prevention cases and 7 direct
provision). 116 properties
were sourced by WCC.

In order to target specific cohorts of
vulnerable people at risk of or
experiencing homelessness, and those
who need supported accommodation,

16

Wicklow County Council continued to
work collaboratively with awmber of
Approved Housing Bodies to deliver
accommodation to individuals with
support needs. This housing led approach
ensures a sustainable solution to
homelessness in individuals who are
initially hard to reach and ultimately have
tenancy sustainment is®s.

The Council operates the management of
these properties through either Service
Level Agreements, or License Agreements
and Leases. These units provide
wraparound, supported accommodation
for vulnerable individuals using the
Housing First modelThis housing led
approach to combating homelessness is
enshrined in Housing for All Ireland and is
a commitment in the MieEast Region
Homelessness Action Plan for Kildare,
Meath and Wicklow.

In partnership with the Dublin Simon
Community, the Council continued to
provide a supported accommodation
facility at Kilmantin Hill in Wicklow Town,
for people experiencing homelessness.
Eleven individuals are accommodated in
medium support, trasitional units at the
facility. A number of movens to own
door accommodation occurred in 2021
which signifies the success of this model

A key focus of Wicklow County Council in
addressing homelessness was to identify
and provide a high supported, temporary
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accommodation unit in  Bray/North

Wicklow to address the accommodation
and support needs of a particular
homeless cohort. This cohort as

identified from the presenting population

and those currently known to and

accessing homeless services in Bray/North
Wicklow.

The Covidl9 crisis further increased the
urgency of the emergency need to provide
suitable accommodation for, highly
vulnerable, homeless individuals accessing
the Cold Weather Initiative (CWI).
Accordingly, lhe acquisition and upgrade
of a former nursing home in Bray was
progressed and the facility opened to
clients in October 2020. The fdtgi)
operated by Dublin Sion, incorporates a
service model whex there are a number
of emergency/cold weather Beds
(restricted during Covid) and Supported
Temprary Accommodation Beds This facility comprisingf 35 ensuite
(STA)here is on site keyworking support bedrooms provides supported temporary

linking in with clients. accommodation to individuals who have
successfully exited addiction and are now

A Neighbourhood Liaison Canittee was working to exit homelessness. In 2021

set up with representation from local Wicklow County Council and Tiglin were

residents, an Garda Siochana, local very proud to win both the Irish Council

Councillors, Wicklow County Council and  for social housing collaboration initiatives

Dublin Simon. gl NR YR UKS LIS2LJX SQa

Carraig Eden.

Following the advice that Sonas was
withdrawing services from Wicklow, the
operation of the facility was tendered out
to Approved Housing Bodies to operate
and manage the facility as a Family
Homeless Hub. The successful tenderer
was Dublin Simon Communjtyho will be
in a position to commence operations and
management of the facility pending
finalisation of the legal handover.

17
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Refurbishment work was completed on
the facility in 2021 and it is anticipated
that operation of the facility, which will
provide temporary accommodation for 7
families, will commence in early 2022.

Wicklow County Council own properties in
Wicklow, Bray and Arklow, leased to
AHBSs, provide 12 units of low to medium
supported accommodationtargeted to
the particular support needs of the clients.
There has been a significant number of
moveons from these properties,
signalling the success of this model.

Housing First recognises that a stable
home provides the basis for recovery in
other areas.

Peter McVerry Trust was appointed as the
Housing First Programme Implementer for
the Mid-East Region and Wicklow County
Council committed to working with them
to achieve the targets identified in the
programme. Wicklow County Council has,
to date, successfully accommodated 9
clients under Housing First, 4 of these
completed in 2021. Other clients
proposed for Housing First have been
assessed by the team and areading of
key support work pending finalisation of
accommodation.

A Mental Health forum was established by
Wicklow County Council thi

18

representatives from the HSBV/icklow
County Council and HAIL (AHB for Mental
Health). Wicklow County Council agreed
to co- fund a Tenancy Sustainment Officer
to deal with clients at risk of
homelessness due to enduring Mental
Health and this position was filled in 2020.
The initiative is proving successful with a
number of clients posiely availing of the
service in 2021.

Wicklow County Council was asked to
provide accommodation for 190
individuals resettling under the Irish
Refugee Protection Programme. 37
families were accommodated under the
programme in2020, and a further 9 in
2021 utilising extra supply and a mix of
local authority and AHB units. Over the
course of the two years 183 individuals
were housed by Wicklow County Council.

2 A01t290 [ 2 dzy (&
Safety Policy has been established to
ensure that in so far as is reasonably
practicable, everyone who works for or on
behalf of Wicklow County Council does so
in the safest and healthiest conditions
possible. The Hougn Directorate has
embedded this Health and Safety Policy as
being applicable to all Wicklow County
Council operations within the Housing
{SOGA2y®d ¢KS
procedures for health and safety are
constantly reviewed in line with best
practices, legislative changes and national
initiatives.

| 2 dzy OAf ¢
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Safety audits and safety inspections of
contractor and direct labour sites are
carried out periodically by technical staff.

Health and Safety Induction Training is
communicated to all new members of
staff. Continual training programs are
provided for staff to ensure compliance
with construction and safety regulations.
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Strategic Policy Committee
Strategic Policy Committee

Membership of the Transportation, Water
and Emergency Services Strategic Policy
Committee consists of five County
Councillorsalong with four members

from sectoral interest groups.

The Strategic Policy Committee holds
regular meetings throughout the year at
which both national and locglolicyare
discussed.

Clir. Derek Mitchell
Clir. PafFitzgerald
Clir. Joe Behan

Clir. Irene Winters
ClIr. Vincent Bake

Trade Unions

Margaret Coughlan
Tim Morgan

Pat Dunne
Tomas Peare

Donal Murray

Colm Lavery

20

Helena Dennehy

Michael Flynn
John Bowes

Aidan Dempsey

Allyson Minion
GarvanHickey

Transportation
Objective 1

To promote and facilitate the provision of
all transport in an integrated manner and
so to foster social and economic
development, having regard to
environmental considerations, sustainable
development and sociahclusion and
health and safety

Health and Safety

The Directorate is committed to ensuring
adherence to the principles of Safety,
Health and Welfare at work. In this
regard, plans and policies have been and
are continuing to be developed and
updated b improve our health and safety
procedures. Extensive training
programmes are provided for staff
continually to ensure compliance with
construction and safety regulations.
Ancillary & Local Safety Statements are
reviewed and updated on a regular basis.
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The implementation of good health and
safety practices across Transportation,
Water & Emergency Services remains a
priority to the health and safety of our
employees.

Road Safety Promotion and Education

The County Wicklow Road Safety Together
Commitee consists of members of the
Gardai, Fire Service, Road Safety
Authority, National Roads Authority and
officials of Wicklow County Counchlo
meetings held due to COVID 19
restrictions, during 2021, however, online
communication was ongoing in order to
review road safety in County Wicklow.

The County Wicklow Road Safety Plan
20152020 was due to be reviewed in
2021 but as there were delays in the
LJdzo f AOF A2y 2F GKS
this will now commence in 2022.

The main objectivef the Road Safety

Plan is to reduce the number of casualties
2y [/ 2dzyGé 2A01ft26Qa
focus on making Wicklow a safer county
for both motorists and pedestrians
through Education, Enforcement,
Engineering and Evaluation.

Someof the initiatives spported by the
Road Safety Together Committee during
2021:

Light Up Your Bike Campaign
County WicklowRoal Safety Together
Working Groupralled on all cyclists to

W[ AIKG ! LI | 2dzNJ
and evenings.
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Cyclists were reminded thahe use of
bike lights is a legal requirement when
cycling during lighting up periodsf you
choose to cycle without lights, or your
lights fail when on the road, you become
f Saa @OAraAroftsS
penalty notice. The use of bikedhts

helps increase your visibility to other road
users and there are many types and styles
to choose from. Most bike lights tend to

be battery or dynamo operated. If using
battery operated bike lights,
rechargeable/norrechargeable, it is
important to remember that they may run
out of power whilst on your journey. That
is why it is important to have a backup
pair which can be easily attached to your
bike. It is also important to remember

that bike lights are not just for adults they
are also to be used bghildren and
teenagers when cycling to school.

bl GA2Y I
World Remembrance Day for Road Traffic
Victims

Communities across Wicklow were asked
2 LX &
{ I F Sitiaiv@ on’Syhday November 21
in memory of all those who have lost their
lives on our roads. The enlightening
campaign saw Council buildings in
Wicklow and across Ireland lit up from
7.00pm- 8.00 pm as part of théNorld
Remembrance Day for Road Traffic
+AOGAYAQD

World Remembranc®ay for Road Traffic
Victims is commemorated on the third
Sunday in November each year to mark
the event. On this important day,
bereaved families and the seriously

YR NXzy
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injured come together to acknowledde R & &

the terrible toll of road deaths and injuries
and to show their thanks for the work of
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the emergency services and the general
public can show their support by
participating in this event.

Objective 2

To construct and maintain the national,
regional and local roads networks to the
highest possiblstandard for each road
type, current and future usage and best
value for money.

M211/N11 Junction 4 to Junction 14
Improvement Scheme

Arup  Consulting  Engineers  were
appointed in November 2018 as the lead
consultant to process the project through
Phases 1¢ 4 in accordance with the
Transport Infrastructure Ireland Project
Management Guidelines.

The N11/M11 Junction 4 to Junction 14
Improvement Scheme is being considered
in accordance with the National Transport

G ¢ NIy a LR NG K"r{‘aﬁaﬂﬁ@up 8'ylgl Sewigeppady k §

o
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Greder Dublin Area (2016H nop 0 € X

presents a suite of objectives to support
transportation demands and sustained
economic progression. The strategy
envisages a number of specific
developments, including enhancements
along the N11/M11 corridor between

Jdunction 4 and Junction 14.

The N11/M11 Scheme aims to improve
safety, accessibility and journey time
reliability along this strategic southeast
corridor. The primary objective of the
project is to deliver enhanced multimodal
transport links for the south east corridor.
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As part ofthe Phase 2 Wicklow County
Council collaborated with the National
Transport Authority to assess future

public transport proposals under the

GENIF yaLRNIG {dNXGS3Ie F2NJ
Area (2016cHnop V€ | YR (GKSANJI
the need for road improvements othe

corridor. As part of the Bus Priority

Interim Scheme consideration on how the
N11/M11 route could be enhanced to
facilitate  public  transportation s
underway, this includes an assessment of

bus priority and park and ride measures.

The schem@rogressed through Phase 2
Option Selection with the announcement
of the preferred option in August 2021,
this cumulated with presentations to both
Wicklow County Council and Dun
Lagyhaire Rathdown County Council
9t SOGSR aSYOSNE | yR
Septembera nonstatutory public display

of the preferred option was undertaken.
The final Option Selection report was
published on December 14th 2021.

¢50Qc¢

o TET—_

—

The N11 Parallel Service Road at
Kilmacanogue is approximately 1.6km
long and located between Junction 7 and
Junction 8 of the N11. The new service
road provides the motorist with both a
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safer and easier access to the residential
and commercial propertieand also the
regional road (R755) to Roundwoodhe
scheme was substantially completed in
September 2021. The Road works Special
Speed Limit Order was lifted in October
2021, with the exception of the Parallel
Service Road which will retain the RWSLO
of 50km/h. The speed limit of 60km/h that
is included in the current 2017 By&aws

will apply on the mainline. This speed limit
will be further considered as part of the
next county wide review of speed limits.

N11 Interim Bus Priority Scheme

A feasibility report (Phase 1) has been
completed by Arup Consulting Engineers
on behalf of the Transport Infrastructure
Ireland (TIl) to determine the viability of
along the N11 between Junction 4
Loughlinstown and Junction 9 Glenview.
The provision of bus lanes cdubffer a
practicable interim solution in advance of
the main N11/M11 Junction 4 to Junction
14 Improvement Scheme. The N11 Bus
Priority Interim Scheme (BPIS) is now
progressing through Phase ZOptions
Selection) and Phase 3 (Design and
Environmental Ealuation). The BPIS web
site is now available omwww.N11M11.ie
This website will provide up to date
information on the progress of the
scheme.

National Secondary N81

N81 Irishtown West, N81 Whitestown
Lower, N81 I y3AYlyQa . SyR

LINEP2S0OGa O60GKS Wbywm
completed. Wicklow County Council has
requeded approval from TIl to progress
the scheme to Phase 2 (Route Selection)
in accordance with the TII Project
Management Guidelines. The N81 Four
Studies Scheme aims to improve safety,
accessibility and journey time reliability
along this strategic NationaSecondary
corridor.

Given the overlap between and close
proximity of the four study areas it was
agreed to assess the corridor for Phase 1
from north of Baltinglass to north of
Irishtown West. The overall length of the
corridor considered for the purposef the
feasibility study was approximately
12.8km.

Non National Road Maintenance and
Improvement

Maintenance works on Non National
Roads in 2021 were carried out by both
direct labour units of the five Municipal
Districts and by private contractors.
Resurfacing works of 4km of the N81
between Blessington and Russborough
House was successfully completed in
September 2021.

Resurfacing works for both Ballinacrow
Upper to Saundersgrove Hill and at
Hollywood Lower was completed in July
2021.

Pavement repair was carried out in
Blessington during July.

Retrofitting of Energy Reducing public

|.Iig}n§pg @tytrﬂ)p N81 Hollywood Junction

Tuckmill Lower d by m C2 dzNJ { { dzl_ﬁﬁgoé;?lél-ambs Junction were completed
in :

The Phase 1 (Feasibility Report) for the
bym ¢dzO1 YAf €
Whitestown Lower and Irishtown West
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Work on the retrofitting and repairs of

[ 2.6 SNT VaNipl§ RegipiGE Systems alpire N8l

C2c
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commenced on site in August 2021 and
will continue into 2022.

Non National Road Maintenance and
Improvement

Specific Improvement Projects

[ dzy Y Ay A K| YAspart/oRSPSEiHcNI
Road Improvement Funding, realignment
of a bend is required onthe R755
Roundwood to Kilmacanogue Road (near
Djouce golf club) where there have been a
number of incidents over the years.
Consultants completed the final design in
late August 2021. Construction started
on site in early September 2021, alongside
the 3 £ £ 8 Qa NA RIS
due end of Quarter 2 2022

Ballinaclash and Glendalough Junctions
were completed in 2021 as part of the

Specific Improvement Funding

Programme.

Glendalough Junction

24
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Ballinaclash Junction

Bridge Rehabilitatio Programme

The Bridge Rehabilitation crew completed
the Bridge Rehabilitation Programme for
2021. Most works for 2021 were
rebuilding of damaged parapets and
installation of rubbing strips.

/| 2YLX SGA2Yy A&
Additional bridges to programme were
repaired at TombreaneCarnew after a

parapet strike and support works
completed at Mullinaveigue Bridge,
Roundwood.

A large scale concrete reinforcement
project was required at Pottersrigige,
Brittas Bay in order to stabilise road that
had be damaged by scour, which involved
derogation from Inland Fisheries.

Machinery Yard¢ Ongoing repair and
Maintenance of a large fleet continues as
a priority.

The Machinery Yard Replacement is in
place using OGP frameworks.

The Pure Truck for Environment was
ordered from OGP frameworks 2021
with delivery in Q3/Q4 2022.

Wicklow County Council technical and
engineering staffis working with Climate
team in relation to installing EV chargers.
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6 have been completed to date in Council
depots across the county.

Surface Dressing Works programme for
2021 completed in August 2021.

Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project
(LED retrefit scheme) Region Works
Contract tender assessment currently
under review.

Ongoing Public Lighting Maintenance
continued on the existing infrastructure
throughout 2021.

As part of the orgoing public lighting
maintenance, 2,094 LHIghts were
installed,giving an energy saving of
480,339kWh and a carbon saving of
362,330kg.

Noise Mapping ReviewStrategic noise
maps are required for certain parts of the
country under the Environmental Noise
Directive (END). The Directive is
implemented via the European
Communities (Environmental Noise)
Regulations 2018, (SI No 549 of 2018).
These Regulations rege, among other
things, that mapping is done on a periodic
basis. To date, three rounds of mapping
have taken place and work on the
preparation of the fourth round has
commenced.The maps are to be based
on data from the last three years (i.e.
2019, 2@0 and 2021). Roadways with a
traffic volume in excess of 3,000,000
vehicles per annum must be mapped. In
conjunction with the RMO, EPA & TII, the
necessary information is being gathered
so the mapping of the roadways may be
undertaken.

Traffic volume ad surface details have
been ascertained for all roads to be
mapped by Wicklow County Council. Itis

25

hoped to ascertain the gradients details
for outstanding roads and have all
information uploaded to the RMO PMS in
Quarter 1 2022.

Objective 3

To faciliate and promote walking and
cycling and use of public transport as a
means of reducing congestion, promoting
healthier lifestyles and providing access to
facilities for those who do not drive or
have access to public transport.

National TransporAuthority Funding

Each year, Wicklow County Council
receives funding from the National
¢ NI y &Lk NI
Transport Measures Programme towards
a variety of projects. 2021 saw a
significant increase in funding and allowed
Wicklow County Council to progress as
well as introduce new projects across the
County. Sustainable Transport Measures
Programme aims to improve transport
options for those choosing alternatives to
the private car.

Projects which received funding from the
National Transport Authority in 202
included:

l dz K2 NRA G & Qa
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Red Lane Footpath, Blessington
Delgany Village Accessibility Scheme
Blessington Main Street to Deerpark
Old Ballymore Road

{ | @ ACroBsSRathdrum

Southern Cross VRU Improvements
{dd . NAIARQAa {OK22f3x al
Swan River Greenway

Vale Road Footpath

Wicklow Town port access route to
Strand, Road, Bray Station Pedestrian Access

Wicklow Town to Dunbur

Bray Seafront Plaza

Arklow¢ Shillelagh Cycle Route TheSafe Routes to School Programme
Arklow Transport Study was launchedo improve safety at the
Bellevue Hill, Delgany school, improve access routes to school
Blessington Improvement works and increase th@umber of students who
Bray Bridge footbridges and tias cycle to school. Wicklow County Council
Bray Dart Interchange received funding allocation from the NTA
Bus Priority in Little Bray in 2021 for the following schools:
Convent Avenue to Vevay Crescent St. Kevi® National SchooGreystones
Permeability Scheme {Gd W2KyQa bliaAazylft { OK:
Killarney Road & Vevay Road Cycle SS Michael & Peter Junior National School,
Scheme Arklow
Greystones Coastal Walk & Cycleways
Coldross Lane Cycletrack TheYAdditional Outdoor Infrastructure
Bray Head ClIiff Walk C dzywR€put in place to help ensure a
Wicklow Town One Way System Safe Outdoor Summer. Through the
Dublin Road to Wexford Road enhancement of outdoor urban space and
Edward Street, Baltingta improvement of walking and cycling
Greystones Transport Study infrastructure. Wicklow County Council
Lower Main Street, Tinahask Road & Dock received funding allocation from the NTA
Road to South Quay for the following Schemes in 2021:
Strand Road North & Marine Terrace Arklow Town Centre Improvements
Bog Meadow Bus Terminus Blessington Market Square Public Realm
Kilcoole to Greystones Footpath on R761 Space
Convent Hill Footpath Realignment Mount Usher Pedestrian Fatis
Blacklion Manor Road Cycle Rathdrum Town Centre Improvements
Improvements Tinahely Walkways

The Murrough Footpath Improvement
NTA Outdoor Infrasticture ¢ Arklow Works

Town Centre Improvements

Putland Road
Rathnew to Glenealy Footpath

26
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Disability Access

The Transportation and Roads
Infrastructure Directorate will continue to
keep up to date with the guidelines from
the NationalDisability Authority, ensuring
that the highest standard of 'access for all’
is achieved through compliant standards
of design.

Water and Wastewater Water Services

In 2021 Wicklow Gmty Council

continued to provide Water and
Wastewater Services under the current
Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Irish
Water.

Covid19

Normal operation and maintenance works
have been orgoing throughout these
challenging time and all works across
water and waste water were deemed
essential service provision throughout the
pandemic. Changes were made to reflect
and deliver on safe work practices with an
ongoing priority of ensuring our staff
remained well and safe.

Annual Service Plan

Wicklow County Quncil works alongside
Irish Water in line with Key Performance
Indicators under the Annual Service Plan.
As a part of the Annual Service Plan,
Water Services in Wicklow County
Councilis required to deliver on
performance measures and Key
Performance Inttators.
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The Annual Service Plan outlines all 69
performance measures alongside all
corresponding baselines and targets. Each
measure and associated objective has
been grouped into one of four categories,
namely:-

Learning & Growth (7 measures)
Objective: To continuously improve and
drive transformation and change
initiatives

Customer (17 measures)

Objective: Providing services that are
valued by customers. This is influenced by

the CRU Customer Handbook and
proposed Performance  Assessment
metrics

Internal Process / Compliance (30
measures)

Objective: Adherence to all reporting
requirements and meeting regulatory

requirements as set out by the relevant

statutory and regulatory bodies, e.g. CRU

and EPA

Financial (15 measures)

Objective: Providing acost effective

service, within budgetary constraints
Within the four categories of

performance measures there are three

distinct tiers:

1. KPIg 17 measures

2. Operational Measures39 measures

3. Tracking Measures6 measures

Performance from recdryears is as
follows:

In 2021, the overall score was 89.3%
versus a 2020 score of 94.4% and 88.1% in
20109.
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Qtr. 1| Qtr. 2

Qtr.3 | Qtr. 4

ASP
Report

2021 90.7%| 90.8%| 89.2%] 89.3%

ASP
Report

2020 93.9%| 96.2%| 91.3%| 94.4%

ASP
Report

2019 84.3%]| 93.3%| 83.7%)]| 88.1%

The overall score for Wicklow County
Council is comprised of a range of KPI
scores over the year, including:

A score of 100% was achieved for timely
response to workflow queries

A score of 100% was achieved for Drinking

Water Supply Microbiological
Compliance.

A score of 100% for Waste Water
Treatmentc Incident Reporting

A score of 100% for Waste Water
Treatmentc UWWTD Performance by no
2F 22¢t Qa

(Based on Irish Water ASP Monthly Report

Quarter 4 2021).

Leakage

Substantial progress was made during

2021 in leakage reduction. Progress was
made under various headings including
Find & Fix, First Fix, Back Yard Services and
Pressure measures. Mains Rehabilitations

Works were
Greystones
Districts.

carried out in Bray,
and Wicklow Municipal
Wicklow  County  Council

exceeded leakage reduction targets set by
2 GSNJ F2NJ HAHM

L NA a K

Wicklow County Council Water Services

crews attended to and fixed 340 leaks that
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were found and reported by members of
the public.

Burst main Arklow
Drinking Water

There are 23 water treatment plants
managed in Wicklow County Council with
40 water resevoirs. The

Water frvices team maintain 410km of
networks and 539km of networks across
non GDA and Wicklow GDA networks
respectively. The Water Services team
continuesto deliver on areas on water
compliance, drinking water supply, leak
management, water connection
development service and water quality
control.

Waste Water

We operate 36 Waste Water Treatment
Plants andook after the sewage networks
across the county. The Waste Water team
continuesto work in line with Key
Performance Indicators in line with the
Annual Service Plan.

a LISNJ YtLQ&aO®
Capital Projects

There was an additional significant
funding stream provide to Wicklow
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County Council water and waste water
sections from Irish Water in the form of a
{ GAYdzt dza LJ O 3S*Z
funding specifically in this area of Capital
Maintenance. This vgainaddition to
annual operationaallocations. Wicklow
County Council contingo work in
partnership with Irish Water in the
delivery of these minor capital projects
and upgrades. Upgrade works were-on
going throughout 2021 at a number of
plants throughout the County. This is to
help provide for the eveincreasing
population of Wicklow and ensure that
the capacity is within the plants.

Bamdarrig Waste Water Treatment Plant

Laying a new Water Main between
Redcross and Barndarrig commenced
before Christmas 2021. On completion,
the Drinking Water Network in Barndarrig
will be connected up to the Redcross
Water Treatment Plant. The Barndarrig
Water Treatment plant will be then

decommissioned.

The project also involves the installation
of two newprimary tanks, a screen and
ancillary works to increase the capacity of
the existing Waste Water Treatment
plant.

29

Vartry Water Treatment Plant

o A (The Congtdction ofltHe Rewvartdy yMater

Treatment Plant was completed during
2021. This plant was commissed during
late 2021. Wicklow County Council staff
worked with Irish Water during the
switchover from the old to the new Water
Treatment Plants.

The existing Roundwood Public Supply will
now be joined to the new Vartry Water
Treatment Plant. Laying aew Water
Main commenced between Roundwood
and the new Vartry Water Treatment
Plant before Christmas 2021. On
completion, the Drinking Water Network
in Roundwood will be connected up to the
new Vartry Water Treatment Plant. The
existing Roundwood  Well  Water
Treatment plant will be then be

decommissioned. Roundwood will then
become part of the Greater Dublin Area
Water Network.
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decision on this future provision would be
Vartry ¢ T-connection installed on expected in 2022, and in the interim
1200mm supply main Wicklow County Council in partnership

with Irish Water will continue to deliver an

excellent service under the current Service

Aughrim Waste Water Treatment Plant Level Agreement.

Replacement of mechanicaérator with Emergency Management

Fine Bubble Ditfsed Air (FBDA) aeration

system Wicklow County Council is part of the

Eastern Region for Emergency Planning
with the Dublin Local Authorities and
Kildare. The working group has been
focused on the response to the pandemic
and has met remotely on over 100
occasions in 2021. The Worgisroup
reports to the Regional Steering Group
which ceordinates Emergency Planning
for the Region.

A Major Emergency Management
Committee is in place in Wicklow County
Council and comprises of Senior Personnel
from all sections of Wicklow County
Coundiand Municipal Districts. Two
meetings of the committee took place in

General 2021 to maintain MEM preparedness.
Wicklow County Council operate under The focus of Major Emergency

the SLA with circa 70 full time equivalent Management in the Local Authority and
staff across areas of drinking water the Regl_on was the response to the COVID
networks, wastewater networks, pandemic.

sewerage treatment plants, water
treatment plants and pumping stations.

Staffare highly trained and compent in Fire Services

their areas of delivery and contribute to

overall performance and excellent Wicklow County Fire Service was involved

delivery of quality and processes to the in 1,287 incidents in 2021 of which 67

public of Wicklow County Council. were in neighbouring counties. Individual
Fire Stations were mobilised on a total of

At a national level, there are ongoing 1,492 occasions. Activity during the year

negotiations between Government, Irish spiked in March, April and July due to

Water and Local Aborities to the model gorse fies and in October / November

of future provision of Water and due to outdoor fires, rubbish fires and

Wastewater services. An outcome and bonfires. December was the busiest
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month with high levels of activity dut® New Fire Engine eEnpnxznnn
storms (29 incidents), RTCs and chimney 2xnew Water Tankers e HpANnZnnn
fires. Upgrade to training centre € H M1 Z /1 1 /N

New vehicles EMHpPZNAN

The following incident types accounted  New firefighting equipmente mn n 1 nn
for the majority of opeational incidents

across the county in 2021: The primary focus of the annual training
programme was to maintain / refresh

Outdoor / gorse fires 13% necessary areas of competence e.g.

Road Traffic Collisions 16%

Fire Alarm Activations 13% Breathing Apparatus

Bins / Rubbish / bonfires 15% Emergency Traffic Management

Domestic Fire 8% Compartment Fire Bel@our

Assisting Ambulances 7% Emergency Medical First Responder

Chimney Fires 5% Emergency Vehicle driving skills

Vehicle Fires 3% Winch operator

In addition new entrants to the service
from 2020 and 2021 underwent the
following induction training:

Firefighter Skills training

Breathing Apparatus
CompartmentFire Behaviour
Emergency Traffic Management
Emergency Medical First Responder

Individual Fire Stations were mobilised

the following number of times in 2021 ) ) .
g Throughout the pandemic staff in Wicklow

County Fire Service were proactive and

Bray 424 husiastic in thei d
Greystones 310 ;ant i:JSlastlc in t_ elrSrespon?;fgn I?)uppli)rt
Wicklow Town 258 or the community. tauo_n _ icer Dere
Ryan (Dunlaw) made deliveries of food
Rathdrum 97 .
and medicine to members of the local
Arklow 119 i th h h demi
Blessington 74 community throughout the pandemic.
Dunlavin 74
Baltinglass 49
Carnew 48 U
Tinahely 39 ER——

Thefollowing projects were commenced/
progressed with grant aid funding from
Central Government:

oy N

New Fire Station Baltinglass m Y A
New Fire Station Dunlavin € m Y A
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Teams from Wicklow County Fire Service
G221 LI NI Ay (GKS
they won two Gold Medals, one in the
Incident Command Challenge and ane
the Trauma Challenge.

Three new Recruit FirEighters joined the
service in September, one each in Bray,
Carnew and Tinahely.

Wicklow Fire Service has developed a
mobile app to assist Fire Service
Instructors with the assessment and
management of LASING QQI Fire Service
Courses. November saw the app being
tested on two external courses held in
Clonmel and Dundalk. Wicklow Fire

{ SNBAOSQa 62NJ] KI &
acknowledged and it is anticipated that
the app will be further developed, tested
and put into rational use during 2022.

The National Directorate for Fire and
Emergency Management has adopted
Wicklow County Fire Service training to
deal with Electric Vehicle incidents as the
national standard. Training was delivered
to Fire Officers from around theountry in
Bray, Sligo and Nenagh supported by
Wicklow Instructors. This training has
been attended by more than 200
Instructors and Officers from across the
country.

The National Directorate for Fire and
Emergency Management has adopted
Wicklow County NB  { SNIBA OSQa
operational guidance for Confined Space
Incidents as the national standard. Work

to make the training accessible to the Fire
Service nationally was completed in 2021
and will be circulated to all Fire Services in
2022.
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The Traimg Centre in Bray has undergone

G 2 2 NfteRsiveyhgradedzhd refichishnietty 3 S ¢

works funded by the National Directorate
for Fire and Emergency Management.

Fire Crews in Greystones and Bray
continue to fund raise to expand the
number of publicly accessible
Defibrillators in both Fire Station areas. In
2021 funding for 15 new defibrillators was
collected.

Wicklow County Fire Service has
undertaken combined training in 2021
with Cork City Fire Brigade, National
Ambulance Service, Air Corps, An Garda
SiochanaCoastguard and other agencies.

688y 6ARSE @

Other areas of Fire Service activity
progressed during the pandemic included:

Inspections and enforcement under Fire
Services Acts 1981 and 2003

Inspecting Licensed Premises.

Assessing Fire Safety Certificates (FSCs)
andDisability Access Certificates (DACS)
under the Building Control Regulations
1997 to 2009 91 FSC applications and 63
DAC applications were processed in 2021.
Community Fire Safety including visits to
most Primary Schools in the county and to
sites usd by the Travelling Community.

Building Control

ThalBuldifid Gorol Refiations 1997 to
2015 set out procedures and controls
which require owners, builders, and
registered construction professionals to
demonstrate that the works or buildings
concerned have been designed and
constructed in compliance i Building
Regulations. With the advent of the
Building Control Amendment Regulations
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(BCAR) in 2014, there is now greater
oversight and accountability of the
construction of building and works in
County Wicklow.

The Building Control Section administers
the building control system and carries
out inspections of active construction
sites. Developers are required to submit
Commencement Notices online into the
National Building Control Management
System(BCMS). A technical desktop
assessment of every Comnmament

Notice is carried out and any issues are
identified by a Building Control

Officer. The purpose of site inspections is
to provide an oversight role to the
building control system and also to
encourage and support a culture of
compliance with the regirements of the
building regulations. Sites are selected for
inspection on a risk assessment basis with
priority given to new building muHinit
residential developments, places of public
resort, schools, hospitals and other
buildings where large numbsrof the

public may be affected by necompliant
work. The priority of the Building Control
Officer on site is to confirm compliance
with fire safety requirements, structural
stability, accessibility and conservation of
fuel and energy.

In 2021, there wasontinued activity to
promote a culture of compliance with
regulations. 412 Commencement Notices
and 131 Certificates of Compliance on
Completion were assessed by Building
Control in 2021.

Other areas of note:

Further professional training for staff,
upgraded web content for Building
Control Information on web site,
Increased digitalisation, improved
recording and structure of inspections and
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enhanced collaboration with other
Building Control Authorities through the
National Building Control Office.

Civil Defence

Currently Wicklow Civil Defence has
approximately 40 active volunteers based
in Greystones and Baltinglass. Our
Training Centre is located on Mill Rd,
Greystones and is home to the majority of
our equipment and facilitates all of our
training courses. We have highly qualified
instructors in area of Swift Water Rescue,
First Aid, Missing Person Searching and
Manual & People Handling, Flood Support
and Boating Operations.

Wicklow County Council and Wicklow Civil
Defence are at the foredbnt on using

Drone and UAV Technology within Ireland.
Currently Wicklow Civil Defence is using a
DJI Matrice 210 Drone which has both 30
x Optical Zoom Camera and Thermal
Imaging Camera to assist local Emergency
Service Agencies in carrying out their
regpective roles

An exciting addition to the our technical
capabilities is the acquisition of the Sonar
E.M.I.L.Y Platform, Sonar E.M.I.L.Y which
stands for Emergency Integrated
Lifesaving Lanyard is a robotic device used
for Rescue/Recovery and is equippeith
side sonar technology. This operation is
supported by our Boat Unit making the
deployment of the Sonar E.M.I.L.Y
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Throughout 2021 Wicklow Civil Defence
volunteers provide invaluable assistance
to the Principle Response Agencies in
times of emergency

Assisted the Local Authority Roads
Department with Drone Support for new
road projects throughout the County.
Provided First Aid Cover at the request of
WCCSports Partnership for local events.
Assisted Wicklow Fire Service with Drone
support on Scar Mountain during wildland
fire and support at flooding event in
Kilcoole

Assisting Arklow Gardai with a Missing
Person Search Brittas Bay,
Newtownmountkennedy, ahWicklow.
Supported Wexford and Kilkenny Civil
Defence with a Missing Person Search in
New Ross on the river Barrow with
E.M.I.L.Y Sonar and Drone Support.
Assisted the HSE with

transporting patient for Dialysis during
Adverse Weather (Snow)

ProvidingFirst Aid support to the
vaccination centres & ongoing support to
the HSE in Shoreline Leisure with the
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supply ofbackup generators and
equipment for Vaccine refrigerators.
Providing Community Support for local
organisations during Adverse Weather
(Snow)

Provided First Aid cover for local charity
events across the County

I A DAt
in time of emergency is built on the
dedication of our volunteers, and
commitment to assisting their community
in times of need.

2 A01t29 5S¥FSy0SQa

Performance Indicators Wicklow County
Council

National Service Indicators are prepared
annually and submitted and verified by
NOACTransportation, Water &
Emergency Service indicators include:

Transportation (Verified externally by
RMO)

R1:Pavement Surface Condition Index
(PSCI) Ratings

R2: Regional & Local Road Works

Fire Services

P5: Applications for Fire Safety Certificates
F2- Service Mobilisation

F3- Percentage Attendance Times at
Scenes
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Building Control
Public Lighting P1¢ New Buildings Inspected
E6¢ Public lighting
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Strategic Policy Committee

Clir. Sylvester Bourke (2.5 years)
Clir. Edward Timmins (2.5 years)

Wicklow County Council

Clir. Shay Cullen

Cllr. Edward Timmins

Clir. Patsy Glennon

Clir. Erica Doyle

/] £t N DSNNE hQbSAff

Development/Constructior Jim Wood
Agriculture/Farming CommunityMichaelByrne
Environment/ConservationTessa Stewart
Business/Commercial/Chamber€onor
McCarthy

Breege Kilkenny

Jackie Carroll

Sorcha Walsh
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2013 987

2014 1,285
Preparation of County Development Plan and 2015 1,361
Local Area Plans 2016 1,465
Monitoring of the effectiveness of policies of 2017 1,544
Development Plan 2018 1,156
Development Management 2019 1,122
Planning Enforcement (Unauthorised 2020 1,118
Development and Compliance) 2021 1,370
Heritage
Vacant Sites Other functions in the Planning and Development
Derelict Sites section are
Enforcement of the Short Term letting Strategic Housing Developments
Regulations Preplanning

Thirdparty submissions

Compliance

Appeals

G¢2 LINRPODARS F2NJ LINE LIS NJ [CglRctidBoF degiopmendd®ntribiitiony” y A y 3 =
balancing the need for sustainable development, Sectionb referrals

the rights of individuals, the protection of the Taking in charge of estates

environment and the social and economic needs

of eachl NB | £

External funding drawn down in 2021:

€ 0 N1 - Qoumy Heritage Plan Fund, The
Heritage Council (CHP)

€ H p = Watigmal Biodiversity Action Plan fund,
DHLGH, (NBAP)

€ MT X Q@reafive Ireland; DCHG (CI)

€ C p X, @ommunity Monument Fund, DHLGH

(CMF)
. € M T H >Buih Heritage Grants, DHLGH.
HENTE (BHIS/HSF)
€ M N X lHealthy Ireland, Department of Health
(HI)
¢2GFfY €oHOZpMp
Development Management is the general term Heritage Office programme delivered 2021
used to describe the functions relating to the Glendalough Community Archaeology Project
processing of planning applications, up to and (CHP)
including any appeals to An Bord Pleanala. Wicklow Swift Champions project (CHP)
Kilbride Mausoleum and Graveyard Conservation
Year No. of Applications Plan (CHP)
Brittas Bay Interpretation audit (CHP)
2011 976 Digital Upskilling, online course for community
2012 939 heritage groups (CHP)
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Our Wicklow Heritage Network of community
heritage websites (CHP)

National Heritage WeelCcordination of a
county programme (CHP)

BrittasBay Biodiversity ProjeeYear 3
conservation actions (NBAP)

Kilmacanogue Mars Biodiversity project
(NBAP)

Ecological survey of historic graveyards (NBAP)
River Avoca storiesschool project (CI)

Rathall - publication support (ClI)

Hidden Heritage- accessibility beacon
development (CI)

Coordination of scheme and delivery séven
approved projects unde€ommunity Monument
Fund (CMF)

Know Your 5 K online heritage course (HI)
Nature is Good for YouSpringSummer
programme of eight zoom talks (HI)
Coordination of Protected Structures Grant
schemes on behalf of planning sectiorEight
BHIS projects and two HSF projects completed.
(BHIS/HSF)

Other:

Draft World Heritage Site (WHS) Tentative List
input to process on behalf of Wicklow County
Council

Ongoing input to Development management and
Forward Planning activities

Ongoing input to Climate Action team
Coordination of Wicklow Heritage Forum
meetings (four per year)

All Irend Pollinator Plag point of contact with
National Biodiversity Data Centre

[ £ N w2 NE
ClIr. Lourda Scott (2.5 years)

/[ £ £ NP 5SN)¥2I
CllIr. Jodie Neary

hQ. NASY
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Clir Peir Leonard

Environment and ConservatianEast Wicklow
Justin Ivory

Environment and ConservatianwWest Wicklow
Sharon Jackson

Agriculture/Farming CommunityTom Shortt
Business/ commercial/ chamber§&aryMcKensie
Ly | 2YKLF A NEréinyRaveny Qh 3

Breege Kilkenny

Jackie Carroll

Marc Devereux

Mary Cabhill

Other functions in the section are:
Climate Actiorg Adaptation and Mitigation
Environmental Awareness
Sustainable Energy

Waste Management

Harbours

Pollution Control

Veterinary Services

Caravan Parks

Burial Grounds

Casual Trading

Water Safety

The Climate Action and Biodiversity SPC met six
times during 202
Priority Action items for 2021 included

Pilot scheme to install EV Charging point in three

hQ/ 2yy2NJ 6H ®docadidhs ilNthelCounty progressed. Two locations

are complete and the third is awaiting a new ESB
connection.

Draft Tree Policy was approved by the CABA SPC
to go before plenary in January 2022.
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MDs continue to investigate possible alternatives
to the use of glyphosate in the public areas.

The Climate Action National Training Programme,
being managed by the CARO, continued to be
rolled out with the Climate Actio@hampions

from each section recently receiving training.
Application for 2021 funding under tigetter
Energy Communities (BEC) grant schevas
successful and a number of energy saving and
renewable energy projects were completed
within the allotted timdrame.

Negotiations commenced on the formation of an
Energy Bureau for Wicklow, Meath and Kildare
County Councils with the support of the SEAI.
Decarbonisation Zone: Arklow was selected as
the first town to calculate the Carbon Footprint of
the Town and daw up an implementation plan

for possible routes to reduce the carbon
footprint. RPS Consulting Engineers were
appointed to work on this project.

Work continued in supporting Sustainable Energy
Communities (SEC) of which there are now 9 in
the County.

The National Climate Action Plan 2021 was
published in November 2021. It sets out the
detailed measures required to cut emissions and
how each sector will meet the forthcoming
targets.

Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC)

9 Communities have now signed tgthe
Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) programme
¢ Glenmalure, Laragh NewtownmountKennedy,
Greystones/Delgany, Enniskerry, Wicklow,
Blessington, High Park and Arklow. Enemggter
plan was completed foGlenmalure, Laragh and
Newtownmountkennedy
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A pilot project to train communities to grow
trees from local seed in tree nursery beds was
done in Laragh, Greystones and Bray with 25
people trained.

Tree grants were given to 29 community groups
covering 75% of the cost of plamg 4,700 trees.
800 trees from the Tree Council of Ireland were
distributed in March to mark National Tree Week.
The Relove fashion competition was held again in
2021 with 11 teams. A website was developed to
promote it and act as an online portal for
managing entries from schools across ten local
authorities.

A sustainable tourism webinar was held in March
in collaboration with Wicklow Tourism. The event
was hosted by Sustainable Tourism Ireland and
had over 80 attendees.

Work was undertaken with the CARand Kildare
and Meath local authorities to develop a
transition year Climate Action programme which
will be rolled out through the GAA Future Leaders
programme.

14 schools received green flags.

Anti-litter funding supported growing

involvement in litterclean up events, an all year
audio device campaign delivering messages on
keeping bottle bank sites clean, dog fouling and
litter on blue flag beaches, as well as funding a
solar powered LED sign with dog fouling
messaging for each MD. A social media caignp
on dog fouling with six video clips has been
developed collaborating with nine local
authorities to share costs and campaign.
Wicklow is involved in a pilot project to increase
separate collection of textiles funded by the EPA
and delivered in colladration with the Clean
Technology Centre and the Community Reuse
Network.

A permanent storage unit has been acquired for
the Bikes to Africa project with the Rotary Club. It
Is based in Arklow and will take all good bikes
received across our recycling cest for reuse.
Funded through the arilumping initiative.
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EPA funding under LAPN was used to fund
compost training in five communities and one
school and funding was allocated under LAPN for
two new projects, one to promote repair of bikes
and the secondo hold a circular economy for the
food sector webinar with Wicklow Naturally.

The annual Tidy Towns, Estates and
Environmental Awards were launched at the
beginning of July and judged in August and
September.

The annual Christmas Decoration Competition
was held as an in school event this year. Twenty
schools participated.

Water & Wastewater Qualitg Pollution Control
& Enforcement

Wicklow County Council, under its own remit, and
on behalf of Irish Water, continues to monitor
water and control andvastewater pollution in
accordance with legislation and EU regulations.

Laboratory Services & Pollution Control

The laboratory services and pollution team were
active in a range of areas to promote, protect and
improve the quality of our environment and

water resources in County Wicklow. The team
plan and RMCEI (recommended minimum criteria
for environmental inspections) formed the basis
of prioritizing the work activities such as
monitoring, complaint investigation, assessment
and enforcement, as guiddaly departmental

plan and committed resources.
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Wicklow County Council continued to participate
on the regional management and operational
committees and engage with the Environmental
Protection Agency, LA Water Programmes
Offices, Community Groups aonther
stakeholders tasked with implementation of the
River Basin Management Plan 2018 2021 and
preparation of the next management plan, which
is undergoing a phase period of public
consultaton prior to finalisation in mi€2022.

The monitoring of drinkingvater, river and lakes,
and emissions to air and water and investigation
of complaints were conducted uninterrupted and
adhering to the pandemic restrictions.

Bathing Waters
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There are six designated bathing waters in county
Wicklow. The monitoring of these and many
other commonly used bathing areas continued in
2021. The bathing water monitoring results are
displayed at the beaches and on the beaches.ie
website through the bdting water season which
runs from 1st June to 15th September each
year. The bathing water quality at the six
identified bathing waters and eight other bathing
areas was predominantly excellent in 2020
although there were periods when the water
quality wassignificantly lower, due to rainfall and
infrastructure events, which necessitated the
placing of notices to protect the health of
bathers, were placed on some bathing waters
during the season.

The classifications of the bathing water quality at
the sixidentified bathing waters based on period
20182021 were as follows:

NAME 2021
Wicklow Co | Bray South Good
Ca Promenade
Wicklow Co | Brittas Bay Excellent
Ca North
Wicklow Co | Brittas Bay Excellent
Ca South
Wicklow Co | Clogga Excellent
Ca
Wicklow Co | Greystones Excellent
Ca South
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Wicklow Co
Ca

Silver Strand Excellent

One of the Criteria for Blue Flag award is an
excellent water quality classification.

A public consultation was undertaken about the
identification of bathing waters for 2022 which is
under consideration.

Service contract with Food Safety Authority of
Ireland (FSAI) until 31/03/22

Allocation for 202te mT p Zcy n ®n ¢
Supervision of low throughput abattoirs and meat
manufacturing premises (14 in total)

Section 149A agreement with Wexford County
Council

Ante & postmortem inspections; hygiene
inspections & audits; animal welfare;
microbiological sampling (food, water &abs);
chemical analysi&ulphites, nitrates, allergens &
speciation); veterinary medicine residue analysis
Participation in Eastern Region and National
Zoonoses Committees

Participation in CCMA, FSAI and DAFM working
groups

Memorandum ofAgreement with ISPCA 1/3/20
to 28/2/23

Dog Pound at Wicklow SPCA site in
Ballygannonmore, Rathdrum

2 Dog Wardens & 1 patime Kennel Assistant
Charge for 2021€ H 1 n 2 0 OH

2021 statistics

Dog Licencessuedg 3588 Annual; Lifetime 62
No. of stray & suendered dogs 36

No. reclaimed dogs15 /rehomed- 19

No. put to sleep 2

Rehomed to other welfare groups
WSPCA/ISPCA/Dogs Trust/Dogs Angels/Great
Hounds in Need/ Cara Rescue Dogs
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All rehomed dogs microchipped, vaccinated, 126 Burning Apjdations were processed.
dewormed and neutering voler given. 15 Fixed Penalty Notices were issued

Dog Breeding Establishments 3 Section 55 Notices were issued.
Participation in Wicklow MukiAgency Animal 26 Fines were issued under the Segregation,
Welfare Forum Storage and Presentation of Household and

Commercial Waste Byleaws 2018

Anti-dumping Initiative 202, Total expaditure

Following circulation of the Draft Remediation Fdzy RAy3a NBOSAGSR F2NJ (K
Plan to the statutory consultees in November Funding was received from the DECC for seven
2020 a number of submissions were received and projects under the Antdumping Initiative

the draft plan was reviewed on foot of the 2021. The projects comprised:

submissions Three hazardous waste collections held in

Greystones, Wicklow and Rampere.
Two mattress amnesty collections thaere held
in Rampere and Arklow
A waste clearup project of a public arednait was
The Waste Enforcement Team is dedicated to completed in Greystones
enforcing Waste Management Legislation within A bikefor-Africa project
County Wicklow and has proven to be a great

asset to the County. Litter Infrastructure Support GramtFunding-
The Team deals with waste, litter & burning EMHPZNnnANn®d®nn

environmental complaints.2691 complaints Expenditure incurred othe planning and
were received during 2021. purchase of litter infrastructure and the

additional deployment of litter enforcement and

operational staff to service such infrastructure for

the duration of the period June to September,
256 Litter Fines were issued for various breaches  2021.

of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 e.qg. littering, Local Authority Waste Enforcement Measures
illegal synage, dog fouling etc. Grant Scheme Fundinge H ny Zpnn ®nn
58 Waste Management Files were opened for Expenditure on the engagement of the required
various breaches of the Waste Management Act, number of full time dedicated Waste

e.g. illegal dumping, burning of waste, illegal Enforcement Officers.

storage of waste etc.

30 Litter Fine casesere takento Court and 35
Waste Management Filegere taken to Court.
45 Warning Letters were issued to individuals

who contravened the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 PURE (Protecting Uplands & Rural Environments)
e.g. leaving material at the recycling centres is anenvironmental project established to

when the centres were closedncorrect combat the increase of illegal dumpingAtypping
recycling at the Recycling Centre, holdifudj in the Wicklow/Dublin uplands and was officially
and/or overflowing skip bags around an launched in September, 2006. Funding approval
AYVRAGARdzZ £ Q& LINR LISNIi & T 2ud réceivedRin/2821 tapukchaadra newrtruok fory
72 Section 14 Direction Notices were issued to this initiative.

individuals who failed to keep their property free

from waste. 2021was the twelfth year of the Pure Mile, with
102 Abandoned Vehicle Notices were issued. the largest number of groups and volunteers
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involved in the project since it was established in
2009. In the first year the Pure Mile had 6 miles
of road, and over the years the project has grown
extensively taover 200 communities, groups,
scouts, beavers, primary schools, walking groups,
cycling groups, running groups, businesses and
organisations, who have collectively improved
and enhanced over 800 miles of road, mountains,
valleys, forestries, woodlands, angland
amenities, with the removal of tonnes of illegal
dumping and litter from the Wicklow/Dublin
Uplands.Over 2,000 litter picks and cleaps

were organised in 2021 and additional projects
included, natural heritage, built heritage,
community, biodiersity, and education.

A number of improvements took place in the
Recycling centres during 2021.

Ark Housing Association was the successful
tenderer to run a charity shop in Bray Recycling
Centre. The new improved charity shop space
opened in December 2021. The book stand
formerly in the Recycling Centre is now part of
this charity shop.

Bags usedythe County Council and Tidy Towns
clean up groups are now sourced from plastics
recycled in Wicklow County Councils own
recycling centres.

Bray Recycling Centre was made diesel free to
reduce its carbon footprint. This involved
electrical upgrades toemove a diesel generator
as well as the replacement of a diesel forklift with
an electric forklift.

Staff in Avoca Recycling Centre wasvided with
a new Welfare Unit which includes a toilet and
canteen.

In 2021 the 5 Recycling Centres remained fully
operational through the COVID restrictions. They
accepted the following amounts of recycling
materials (all figures are ex WEEE)
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Arklow 1,078 tonnes
Avoca 340 tonnes
Bray 1,070 tonnes
Wicklow 623 tonnes
Rampere 294 tonnes

WEEE collected in Wicklow County Council
recycling centre$or ¢ 718.6 tonnes

In addition, there are 46 bottle bank locations
throughout the County that collect Glass, Drink
Cans and Food CanBuring 2021 the total
weight of materials collected at these bottle
banks amounted to 4,130 tonnes.

Fishery Harbour & Coastal Infrastructure
Development Programme 2020

A significant number of improvement works
completed under the Fishery Harbour & Coastal
Infrastructure Development Programme

2021. The Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine cefunds up to 75% of the total cost of
approved projects, with Wicklow County Council
providing the balance.

Repair & Replacement of Fenderigérklow
Harbou

Installation of new aircraft tyre fendering and
vertical steel fendering including all required
fixings at selected location até¢hinner harbour
and dock tongue

Repaving Section of Quay aAdsociated
Improvements at South Quay, Wicklow

Saw cutting andbreaking out of existing damaged
concrete slab while protecting existing
infrastructure and installation of 200mm C40/50
concrete slab at South Quay, Wicklow.
Removal of existing corroded barrier and
installation of new handrail in accaadce with
buildingregulations.

Relocation ofvater supply for harbour users
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Installation of two power pedestals and
associated ducts and civil works accordance with
ESB minimum specificatioarfMV/LV ducting
Removal of existing damaged railings and
installation of flexi bllards.

Ladder Replacement Programme at Arklow
Harbour

Removal of existing inappropriate ladders
installation of 9 galvanised steel ladders with
handrails.

Installation of 3 recessed galvanised steel ladders
including associated civil engineering works.
Upgrading of slipway at the Inner Dock in order to
Improve Accessibility / Safety

Design, supply, delivery and installation including
anchoring and securingf a rowing pontoon and
access gangway at Inner Dock, Arklow.
Installation of rock armour and repairing of
subsidence with mass concrete to protect slipway
Repairs & Safety Measures at the Slipways
Wicklow Harbour

Break out existing damaged and steps slipway at
the sailing club and installation of new 26m x 5m
200mm thick concrete slipway and steps with
reinforcement.

Completion of reinforced concrete repair works

to existing damaged wall beside slipway to
protect slipway.

Saw cutting of existing slab at Seafront Slipway
with 25mm deep at 100mm c/c to add traction to
the existing surface. Supply and install one
galvanised and painted red heavy duty chain.
Safety, Accessibility & Amenity Works at Public
Harbour, Geystones *

Design, supply and installation of a manual steel
gate system at the entrance to the northern
breakwater at Greystones Harbour including
hanging posts and the supply and installation of a
panel / railings fixed to side of the gate system
extending over the breakwater on the marina

side and on top of the wall / antifers on the
eastern side.

*Revised works following discussion with DAFM
Shipping Movements / Cargo Stats
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Single Doubl

Mont .| (Impor ¢ .
Yy Ship tor (Impo | Transctio | Import | Export

S rt& ns S S
Year Export

Export
) )

Jan
21 9 9 0 9 7 2
Feb
21 9 9 0 9 7 2
Mar-
21 11 11 0 9 9 2
Apr-
21 11 11 0 11 8 3
May-
21 8 8 0 8 8 0
Jun
21 11 10 1 12 9 3
Jul2l | 12 | 12 0 12 10 2
Aug
21 9 9 0 9 9 0
Sep
21 8 7 1 9 8 1
Oct
21 6 6 0 6 4 2
Now
21 6 4 2 8 5 3
Dec
21 7 6 1 7 5 2
2021
Total | 107 | 102 5 109 89 22

There are 34 active and 40 closed burial grounds
under the control of Wicklow County Council.

Wicklow County Council employs part time Burial
Ground Registrars responsible for the sale of
plots and the recording of interments at each of
the active burial grounds.

The Burial Ground Registrars also maintain the
relevant records for the burial growds, liaise with
undertakers and families and some partake in
voluntary maintenance and upkeep of burial
grounds.

Each Municipal District is responsible for the
maintenance of the burial grounds within their
district.
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The Complsory Purchase Order was signed by
the Chief Executive and nhominated member on
the 25" of May 2021 and the Environmental
Impact Statement and application to An Bord
Pleanala was submitted to An Bord Pleanala on
the 31% of May 2021

An Bord Pleanala incited that they will hold an
Oral Hearing in January 2022

There were 21 submissions on the Planning
Application and 9 submissions to the CPO
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Strategic Policy Committee Membership

Director of ServicesMichael Nicholson

Clir. Gail Dunne (Cathaoirleach)
ClIr. Vincent Blake

Cllr. Anne Ferris

Clir John Mullen

Clir. Melanie Corrigan

Clir. Miriam Murphy

Business/Commercial

Irene Sweeney: Chamber of Commerce
Public Participation Network

Gertie Salley: Social Inclusion

Kevin Mann: Community and Voluntary
| STtAYS hQbSAfttY
Anne Gregory: Environment

The purpose of this committee is to develop; co
ordinate and implement a coherent and
integrated approach to local and community
development.

To prepare and adopt the community elements of
a 6 year economic ancbmmunity plan.
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. $

4To irﬁplgmgm%r?’co%r&ge for the

implementation of thecommunity elements of
the Plan

To undertake a review of the community
elements of the Plan at leasnce within the 6
year period

To monitor and review on an ongoing basis the
implementation of the community elements of
the Plan, including performance against any
benchmarks or indicators of performance.

To seek to ensure effectiveness, consistency, co
ordination and avoidance of duplication between
the local and community developmen
programmes.

To pursue the cordination generally of all local
and community development programmes within
the functional area of the Committee, so as to

/ 2 YYdzy A (optimibeyféRouree fodihe benediEof local

communities in that area and improve the
efficiency wih which publiclyfunded local and
community development resources are used.

To consider and adopt a statement in respect of
the economic elements of a draft of the Plan
prepared by the local authority

The Committee may enter into an agreement in
writing with a public authority, local development
or community development body, or other
person for the carrying out of those functions by
such an authority, body or person, as the case
may be, which the Committee considers
appropriate to be carried out.

The LECP is the framework for many operational
and other plans in the County. The plan:
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agrees priorities for the area
agrees agency roles in addressing these priorities

Places onus on parent bodies of agencies at local
level toenable them to respond to plan

The Guidelines for the development of new LECPs
were launched in November 2021. The new LECP
will come intoeffect on the 1st January 2023.

Monitoring the LECP

An Advisory Committee was originally set up to
developthe LECP and ensure integration of both
elements of the plan. The Advisory Committee
has agreed to continue in place to monitor the
implementation of the plan. The members of the
Advisory Committee come from both th&€DC
and the Local Authority.

Theyare:

There are many shared objectives between the
community and the economic elements of the
LECP and for the most part community and
economic development are interlinked. In
recognition of that, and of the fact that the plan is
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not static but dynamic and adagible to new
developments, the integrated element of the
LECP is achieved through continuous dialogue
and coordination. This is achieved through
regular meetings of the Advisory Committee.
Through the planning and reporting process at
these meetings, infanation is shared and
linkages between actions are drawn leading to
co-ordination and integration where possible and
where appropriate and on an egoing basis.

Regional

¢KS wS3IA2ylf ! aaSyofASa
is set out under Section 66c¢ thie Local
Government Act 2001, in particular Section 66¢
2(c) and 3(c) which states that the consideration
of an LECP by the Regional Assembly shall relate
to its consistency with (i) the core strategy and
the objectives of the development plan of the

locd authority concerned, (i) any Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy or, as appropriate,
Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs) that may
apply, and (iii) between the economic and
community elements of the Plan. County Wicklow
LCDC has anticipated the devaheent of the
Regional Economic and Spatial Strategy and will
review the LCDC to ensure alignment.

The LCDC and County Wicklow Partnership (CWP)
worked closely together on the development of

the Local Development Strategy (LDS) for the
LEADER Programme 2612D20. The priorities of

the LEADER programme are social inclusion, the
green economy and economic and community
development. The LDS strongly reflects some of
the relevant goals and objectives of the LECP.

The LDS was designed and developed through the
following consultative processes:
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Feedback from countywide consultation process
Relevant stakeholder consultations
Socieeconomic profile of the County

Desk research relevant policies and reports
Available budgets

The combined Goals of the LECP are:

(The Goals highlighted in blue are mainly the
Community Goalg those in green are the
Economic Goals)

High Level Goals

3.1.2. Implementation
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A number of programmes contribute to the
achievement of this goal and a number of
agencies are involved in the integration of this
action. The LEADER and SICAP Programmes are
central to building capacity of communities. In
addition, a number of development funding
schemes were announced by the Department of
Rural and Community Development:

Town & Village Scheme

CLAR

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Urban Regeneratn & Development Fund
Community Enhancement Programme

Community Enhancement Programme
(Community Activities Fund)

Rural Regeneration & Development Fund

Funding Received 2021

Town & Village| No funding
Schemes announcement in 2021

CLAR EYHZHPT

Emergency COVI
fund

Libraries
Funding
DCYA Playgrounfe My Z nnn
Grant

ETYy 2N MnN

COVIle mnpZcmMd

Digital Povertyle npZnnn
Grant

Outdoor i

Recreation U994, 700
Infrastructure

Scheme C

Measures 1, 2, g

and Project

Development

Measure

Rural No funding

Regeneration &
Development

announcement in 2021

Fund

Sports Funding eEnNMZnnn
Creative Ireland e T 0o Z dpn n
Funding

Healthy Irelandje MmMp Z 0y p
Initiative

Community

Enhancement

Scheme:

General EMNOMXZONO
& Community

Activities Fund

EHYHZNOCY
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2021 Highlights:

Strategy Status
Healthy Wicklow| The Healthy Wicklov
Strategy (Integrated Strategy was launche

action with CYPSC)

on 4th March 2019. Thq
Healthy Wicklow Plal
2019 ¢ 2021 receiveo
EMynznnn T
implementation

County Wicklow Food
& Beverage Strateg)
(Integrated action
with Economic
Development and
Enterprise Suppori
SPC)

The County Wicklov
Food and Beverag
Strategy launched at |
food showcase event
iKS wcCSlI ad
in  April  2019. The
strategy is being
implemented by the
Committee along with
Birnie and Associate
Ltd. funded equally
between Wicklow
County Council an(
County Wicklow
Partnership.  Progres
underway  on  the
following goals:

Development of
Wicklow Food Story
Development of
Wicklow Food and
BeverageBranding

Creation of a key
messaging plan
Creation of a foog

activity calendar
Creation of a website
Delivery of busines]
networking events

Food Poverty ang

Sustainability

50

Goal 4:
A vibrant and innovative communif
and social enterprise sector
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County Wicklow Partnership and Bray Area
Partnership have taken the lead with this goal
and are rolling out training and support
programmers for a number of social enterprises
in the county

The LCDC also continue to work wother
agencies to ensure alignment with the LECP and
the strategies, plans and policies of the other
agencies. These include:

LEADER

The Children and Young People Services
Committee

The Joint Policing Committee
The Public Participation Network

The HSE National Office for Suicide Prevention

The LCDC also continue to work with other
agencies to ensure alignment with the LECP and
the strategies, plans and policies of thiner
agencies. These include:

LEADER
Theme Sub theme
Theme 1:| Rural Tourism
Economic Enterprise Development

Rural Towns
Broadband

Development,
Enterprise and
Job Creation
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Theme 2: Socig Rural Youth

Inclusion Basic Services

Theme 3: Rural Protection and

Environment Improvement of Loca
Biodiversity

Protection and Sustainabl
use of Water Resources
Renewable Energy

The LCDC is the Local Action Group (LAG) for the
LEADER Programme in the county, and hold the
LAG meetings separate from the LCDC meetings.
County WicklowPartnership is the implementing
body for the programme. The Local Authority is
the lead financial partner for LEADER in County
Wicklow with responsibility for the programme
both administratively and financially.

8 LAG meetings took place in 2021:

January, February, April, June, Jdigtober,
November and December

Approximately 8 Evaluation Committee Meetings
took place in the period beteen January and
December 2021.

Current LEADER Programme deadline was
extended to the end of March 2021. Undée
current Programme, Local Action Groups will be
allowed to recommit urused funding until
December 2022.

A new Transition Programme came imgffect on
the 1st April, 2021.

Projects approved under the Transitional
Programme must comply with the LEADER
Operating Rules, EU Regulations and any
subsequent Circulars that may be issued by the
Department. Addendum to the Funding
Agreement was issued extending agreements and
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was approved by LAG, signed and returned to the
Department

1st January 202Xontinuation of the LEADER
Food Initiative and Goperation Scheme and
Animation of projects for the Transitional
Programme will commence

31st March 2022 Final date for allocation of
20142020 LEADER Project Budgets

1st April 2022 Commencement of Trastional
Programme project approvaldncrease in Rate
of Aid for enteprises and commercial projects.

31st December 2022Final date for decommited
funds from 20142020 Programme to be
reallocated- Final date for allocation of
Transitonal Programme mject budget.

31st December 2023Final date for allEADER
projects to be completed.

30th June 2024 Final date for submission of all
project claims for payment under the 202020
LEADER Programme and the Transitional
Programme.

7

Comhoirle no. nly

Yourg Worces Local Issues,

Wicklow County Couil is the host of Co.

Wicklow Comhairle na nOg. Dermot O'Brien is the
Coordinator appointed after a successful tender
process. There are 21 local schools and youth
groups involved in Comhairle na nOg and it has a
very positive profile across the Countyaas
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structure that amplifies the voice of young
people.

In 2021 the members of Wicklow Combhairle
played their part in how the Local Authority and
other relevant bodies coordinated a response to
Covid 19 by ensuring that the voice of young
people was incluéd in all discussions and
proposed initiatives to support communities as
they managed restrictions anthe impacts of the
pandemic.

Combhairle na nOg undertook training in 2021

with the No Hate Speech Network and also
delivered a survey to young people ass the
County which explored 'youth attitudes towards
drugs'. The results of this survey will be presented
to the full Council and a repoproduced for all
stakeholders.

Activity Performance Indicators 2021
Youth and Community (Y1 and Y2)
Y1 : Participéion in @mhairle na nOg scheme

Percentage of local schools involved in the local
Youth Council/Comhairle na nOg scheme
= 80%

Compiled as follows:

Number of second levethools in the Local
Authority Area at 31/12/2021 = 25

Number of second level schools in the Local
Authority Area from which representatives

attendedthe local Comhairle na nOg AGM
held in 2021 =20

A huge achievement in 2021 was the selection of
Wicklow Combhairle as the first group to
participate in a training programme designed by
A Lust for Life who are a national mental health
charity. The programme was a huge success and
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the Comhairle members wibe creating content
to support youth mental health in Wicklow over
the coming yar as a result of the training.

The CWOPC are the consultative body for older
people in Wicklow. Throughout the year the OPC
established themselves as instrumental in
providing a voice for the older peopédfected by
covid19 in 2021.

A weekly radio slot on East Coast Radio with the
Chair of the CWOPC discussing various relevant
age friendly topics was successfully implemented
in 2021.

WICKLOW
’ AGE FRIENDLY

The Age Friendly Cities and Counties Programme
is part of an international effort, cordinated by

the World Health Organisation (WHO). The
results are positive ageing, better cities and
counties, and more relevant and effective local
government, service delivery and business
opportunities.

LNBf I Yy RQA&-Fiiehdly Cilegdnél ! 3 S
Counties Programmes is part of this worldwide
initiative which aims to make sure that as we age,
we can all:

Have a real say in what happens in our owndlive
and what happens in the areas in which we live.
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Enjoy good health, good services, and live in a
safe environment

Participate fully in everything that is going on in
our communities, cities and counties

The Age Friendly Cities and Counties Programme
provides a structure so that Local Authorities can
take a lead on changing thinking about ageing
and how services are planned and delivered.
Through this model, Local Authorities bring
together older people, service providers and
businesses in an Alliance thatally works and
which:

Enables older people to live active and healthy
lives, remaining in their owvhomes for as long as
possible

Enhances service deliverythout increasing
expenditure

Brings about valued improvements in the quality
of life for everybaly in the community

The Age Friendly Cities and Counties Programme
offers a proven way of bringing diverse
organisations, groups, services and businesses
together to streamline their work, with the needs
and interests of older people at their heart.

The Age Friendly Strategy delivered the following
in 2021:

A new Age Friendly Strategy 202Q27 is
currently being prepared with a consultant
appointed. Online survey and consultation with
keys stakeholders were carried out in 2021 with
more public congltation to be carried out in
2022.
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2 A01t26Qa FTANRG ! 3S CNR Disabiitg PafticipatiSniaAdA®warenes Pty This
was identified in Rathcoran, Baltinglass. This is funding will assist the Couan making Wicklow
four-stage application process, with the more inclusive and welcoming for people with all
implementation of a steering committee to be disabilities.

formed early 2022.
International Day of Disabilities, 3rd December

An applicationwas made under the Outdoor was marked with Purple Lights display with the
Recreation Scheme for Age Friendly Trio Bikes. lighting up civic buildings throughout the various
These age friendly bikes are designed to allow MDs. The AD caller initige for Wicklow was
older people the freedom of cycling in safety. also launched on this day.

The National Age Friendly Primary Care centre
guidelines were launched in June. These
guidelines were compiled by Kildare and Wicklow

Age Friendly Programme Managers. The Community Award Grants for 2021 had an

2O0SNItf FdzyR 2F emMHuHAnInn
granted in respect of Community Grant/Merit
Awards and Community Social Innovation

Awards.

A number of Age Friendly exercise programmes
both virtual and faceo-face were run by
Wicklow Local Sports Partnership in 2021
including chair yoga and mobility and stretch

programmes. Over 130 Cemunity Groups, Clubs and

Voluntary Organisations benefitted under the
Wicklow County Council Community Grants
Award Scheme in 2021.

Training for a new Befriending service in Arklow
continued in 2021 with training provided by
Alone and phones donated by Vodafone.
Volunteers are to be garda vetted.

National Age Friendly newsletter widely
distributed as a source of valuabldarmation

and ongoing updates for older people. Social Inclusion Unit (SIU) continued to support
anti-poverty and social inclusion initiatives
throughout 2021. Over that period it:

Monitored the implementation of the

Department of Rural and Community

5SSt 2LIySyiQa {20Alft Ly
Activation Programm¢SICAP) throughout Co.
Wicklow

The purpose of DISC is to achieve a multi
departmental approach to making the services
provided by Wicklow County Council accessible to
all citizens in theounty.

Represented social inclusion issues on the Local
Communiy Development Committee (LCDC)

Funding was applied for under from the
Department of Children, Equality, Disability
Integration and Youth to support disability
services in the County made through the
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Supported ongoing development and operation
of the Co. Wicklow Puicl Participation Network
(PPN)

Participated on regional and national
committees, networks and structures

This national programme funded by the
Department of Rural and Community
Development and the EU European Social Fund

(ESF) continues to be successfully delivered in Co.

Wicklow by Bray Area Partnership for the Bray
and Greystones Municipal Digtt Areas (Lot 15

1) and Co. Wicklow Partnership for the Arklow,
Wicklow and Baltinglass Municipal District Areas
(Lot 152). SICAP focuses on empowering and
SylFLoftAy3a GKS O2dzyieéQa
communities and individuals to improve their life
opportunities, oucomes and local environment.

In 2021 the Department made the decision to

extend this Programme by two years to end 2024.
Disadvantaged groups and social exclusion issues

to be prioritised over the next two years in
Wicklow includeRefugees/Asylum seekers;
Substance Misusers; Older People; Travellers;
Mental health (including youth).

In 2021, Bray Area Partnership supported 27

Local Community Groups and 431 disadvantaged

individuals, 39% of whom were from designated
disadvantaged ams. Co. Wicklow Partnership
supported 13 Local Community Groups and 379
disadvantaged individuals, 31% of whom were
from designated disadvantaged areas.

Wicklow Local Community Development
Committee (LCDC), in conjunction with Wicklow
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County Council, eginued to oversee, monitor
and manage the performance of the Programme
Implementers in delivering this programme. The
LCDC was greatly assisted irstlask by the SICAP
Subgroup.

Co. Wicklow Public Pagipation Network

continued to facilitate public engagement and
community participation throughout the county
and act as the conduit through which Wicklow
County Council connected with community, social
inclusion and environmental groups. Throughout
2021it participated in a wide variety of public
consultations and policy submissions at local,
regional and national level.

Y 2Akeind 2B2A §vick@ PBNihadih$PlRce 34

Representatives sitting across 17
Committees/Boards within the county and local
authority including Strategic Policy Committees
and Joint Policing Committees. (A full list of
Committees and Representatives is iéafale on
Wicklow PPN website).

Wicklow PPN continued to play a pivotal role
during the ongoing pandemic in 2021. It was an
active participant on the Wicklow Community
Response Forum and acted as a key point of
contact in highlighting community
iIssues/concerns and shagnnformation and
supports.

Activity Performance Indicator 2021

Y2: Groups associated with the Plid
Participation Network (PPN)

A Number of organisations included in the
Cournty Register at 31/12/2021 = 378
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B Number of organisations that registered
for the first time in 2021 =28

C Number of organisations (registered in
2021) that opted to be part of th8ocial Inclsion
College within the PPN = 3

Healthy Wicklow Programme Round 3 received

D Total number of groups in the Social

'y | ff20I A 2tgfal Boken dowy g5 > H
follows:
Income Amount

Inclusion College = 71

Healthy Ireland
Fund allocation

€Eonpzoyo

Healthy
Wicklow

hi

. |relaynd

Community
Mental Health
Fund allocation

€ pnZmMnn

Community
Resilience Fun
allocation

Healthy Ireland Vision

A Healthy Ireland where everyone can enjoy
physical and mental health and wellbeing to their

full potential, where wellbeng is valued and
supported at every level of society and is
SOSNE2YySQa NBalLRyaAoAft Al

The fou goals of Healthy Ireland are:

Goal 1: Increase the proportion of people

who are healthy at all stages of life.
Goal 2: Reduce health inequalities.

Goal 3Protect the public from threats to health
and wellbeing.

Goal 4: Create an environment where
every individual and sector of society can play
their part in achieving a Healthy Ireland.

56

eEypzTtnn

Healthy Ireland Fund allocation breakdown:

Action

Initiatives

1:

Healthy Town
' §Ie%sington
Wicklow Sports
& Recreation
Partnership

2 X 6 week chair
exercise classes
Shed to Summit
2 Buggyfit
Programmes
Online Pilates
Beginner Fitness
Classes

5 week HFME
Programme in 4
national schools
Health & Wellbeing
talks

Playground
stencils/Daily Mile
Signs

4 Road Signs

2:

Meet & Eat
Wicklow
Dementia

Ran over 8 weeks
Volunteer and older
person with dementia
met for a couple of
hours per week in the)
clients home
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3:

Social
Prescribing Bra
Area
Partnership

115participants
engaged with to date
Delivered workshops
thorough WSRP,
Suicide or Survive an|
Shine

4: Wellbeing festival
style workshops in 6
Health &| schools in Bray
Wellbeing DEI{ Focus healthier food
Schools Bray choices, exercise &
Area managing mental
Partnership health
5: Rock climbing for

Physical Activity

For All Wicklow
Sports &
Recreation

Partnership

teenagers with
Autism

Triple A Camp

2 Inclusive Outdoor
Activity Camps

Learn 2 Cycle in ASD|
Unit

Dance Programme in
Rathmore Direct
ProvisionCentre

6:

Urban Outdoor

Introduction to Trail
Walking for LCA
students

Recreation 6 schools have availg

Initiative WSRP| of 3 week
Programme

7 [ 201 A2y {
Special School

Community Empowers families to

Kitchen Healthy makehealthier

Families BAP | choices
Developed a cook
book from the group
A new kitchen
installed

8: Fridge freezer for
Youth room

Support Sporting equipment

Children& for young Travellers

Young Peopl¢ engage in Enniskerry

Wicklow Boxing Club

Traveller Group

280 activity packs to
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Traveller families
during lockdown
Purchase of 4 tablets
for online homework

9: Practical nutrition for
parents

Fostering Youth Healthy Social

Health &| Eating

Wellbeing  for| Well Now

Families CWP | Music Therapy

10: Carnew/Arklow area
Developing a

Green  Socig community garden in

Prescribing each

CWP 20 participants

Community Mental Health Fund allocation

breakdown:

Action Initiatives

1: Wicklow Town & Arklow
area

Social Connects with GP service

Prescribing HSE Primarg€entres &

CWP mental health teams

2: Crosscare 5 online
training workshops

Supporting Wicklow Child & Family

Community Project¢ Super Kids Play

Mental Health| Therapy

Initiatives West Wicklow Youth
Project¢ Wellness
Programme
Arklow Springboard
Pottery &Wellness
Programme

Community Resilience Fund allocation

breakdown:

| Action |

Initiatives
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1:

In Your County

Festival in a Van
Talk to Tom Website
Active Ageing Health

& Wellbeing
Programme
Vulnerable people
register

2: Art/Creative
Writing/Ukulele

Switching Classes

Off/Being Doulato You

Creative Garden Pollinator
Book

3: Time Machine Projec]
Befriending Activities

Staying

Connected

Wicklow County Council Library Service provides
a wide range of services and facilities, across its
13 branch library network. The mobile library also
visits 32 locations on a fortnightly basis. In
addition to borrowing & lending books, DVDs,
talking books and music CDs, the following
services are available:

Online stock, such ask®oks, emagazines,
downloadable audio books-eewspapers from
across the world, 4anguages and seliéarning
courses

Public computers

Wi Fifor the public to use their laptops, tablets or
devices

Online catalogue of all 330 libraries in Ireland

Twice weekly request servicelivery and
collection of stock from those 330 libraries
directly to each branch

All above is free, and there are no longer any
library fines for overdue items.

Wicklow County Council Library Development
Plan 202125 was adopted by Wicklow County
Council in June. The service has come a long
journey over the past 20+ years, since Wicklow
County Council led the way, by abolishing library
membership charges in 19920 years ahead of a
national abolition!). Since then, theajority of
libraries inthe county hasither been

substantially refurbishedr hasbeen built anew,
with a combination of departmental grants and
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Wicklow County Council funding. Opening hours
have more than doubled, as have membership
aluldAradradao 2A01t26 [ 2dz

support was acknowledged at the launch of the
Plan.

In addition to our continuous commitment to
high quality customer based services, the Library

Development Plan addsses the need for a new
library for Aughrim and a 2 storied extension onto
Ballywaltrim library, on Boghall Road in Bray. The
redevelopment of Baltinglass courthouse will also
include the relocating of the adult library into a
tiered fecility in the forner courtroom.

¢ people| 10.8%

who

8T 2 azy Orf Q& O2yara(sSy
Physical | 4,938,427 = 214,095 = | 3rd
Items 1,056/1,000| 1,503/
Borrowed | Pop 1,000 Pop
Ebooks &| 2,138,163 = 92,796 = 2nd
Eaudio 457/1,00 | 652/1,000
books Pop Pop

Combined| 7,076,590 = 306,891 = | 2nd
Books &| 1,513/1,000| 2,155/1,000
Eltems Pop Pop

borrowed

Construction of a new library for Rathdrum is now
completed, with a Februarg022 opening date
anticipated.

The challenges of Covid 19 meant that all services
have had to reinvent themselves in order to be
meaningful to the public. This meant bringing
many services online and promoting the online
services available. Our library staff ensured our
libraries were to the fore in being ready for
reopening at whatever level permitted, whether
Click & Collect, opefor browsing or for full
ASNDAOSad 2A01t20 /[ 2dz/ i
these challenges is reflected in the statistical
usage stats for 2021. In summary, out of 30 local
authority library services

2021 National Wicklow /| Ranking
Statistics | Average 1000 Position

Population | Nationally
Active 504,299 23,828 =| 2nd
Members | Total =| 16.7%
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In addition to online databases that are
subscribed to nationally, and managed by LGMA,
Wicklow County Council has a numbeoafine
resources that proved veryopular in 2020.

These include

G+xrAadA2Y bSGéE Aa || odzaAy
very popular with the business community. Being
of a more specialized nature than some of the
other products, it still recorded almost 1,300
searchesn 2020, by our library members.

A range of national and local newggms have
current and historic.

All of the aboye}\are available.to the public for
%ree/ vi% ﬁimzélfr %raFy gc)a?d. JII\JI§-§ caOnLt‘] ?éra)l/ s‘?taff 2

for a Login PIN.

Wicklow libraries durig Level 5 Covidl9
restrictions

The first 4 months of 2021 saw our library service
return to click & collect. A Home Delivery service
of books and items was introduced, which was
very much appreciated by those served. A
fortnightly rota was established thaerved all

areas of the county. Emphasis was on those living
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alone, with books being delivered sealed bags,
to ensure safety.

(Virtual) library based events featured strongly in
the early months of 2021. A wedrange of
programmes included:

Ukulele lessons
Yoga classes

G52dzZA I (2 |, 2dz3 AY
connected new and expectant mothers, giving
them a discussion forum

Art classes
Creative writing
Family history talks

Some courses were oversubscribed, while all
were very well attended, th positive feedback
reported.

A number of library staff made themselves

I g Af T ofS F2NJ LINPOARAY 3
Covid19 Vaccination Centre at Shoreline,
Greystones, working there one day per week

from May to August.

Wicklow County Council LibraBervice
purchased a number of pop up gazebos which
provided a sheltered and identifiable space for
some socially distanced events, outside, during
the summer months. These were used where
library gardens ath suitable outdoor space exist.

Dormant Accountsinding for Marginalised,
Socially Exaded and Disadvantaged Groups

I O2yUiNROdziA2Yy 27
aid during 2021. This funding was used for Lexia
Literacy support licences which will be accessible
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|-”28

to all schools in the County and beryemportant
for children with a literacy delay.

Part of this fund was used for the purchase of
assistive technology equipment to improve
accessibility in libraries for people with a
RA&AlIOAtAGRD a%22YGSEGE
been purchased and wiliefp people with a print
reading disability.

u,llK)/\NR Lf&l\Eaus Ii\a 0K

N-NJeQ azo au2NJ\Sa
valuable tool for children W|th ASD who often find
it challenging to prepare for something new.

G2t dzyi SSNE O2@SNJ G @

Tocelebrate Pride for the month of June, all
libraries displayed the recently acquired a

aGwl Ayozg [ 2tftSOGA2YyE HK
adult and adult fiction, nosiction and video

material.

Bray Library hosted their firstinJS NBE 2 Y & w &

wl Ay 0 Dlgctub seion on Tuesday 8th of
June in the library garden, which was an exciting
departure from five months of Zoom meetings.

Every library in the county displayed the Rainbow

€ H n I p sflageeithgnor flagomigs. @mor Ibnary wigdows. NJ-

Wicklow County Councildrary Service also
launched their new website page
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https://lwww.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Libraries
/LGBTQ'ARGSOUI’CES Little Library Bags

for all Preschool children

This is a grounttreaking achievement for our Wicklow Naturally - October
libraries. It promotes the excellent LGBTQI library Feast
collection and also includes importalirtks to
relevant websites and support organizations for “Ireland Reads” events
the LGBTQI community in general and also for

parents or guardians of young people.

Seachtain na Gaeilge

Seed Ark

Bray Nature walk

Cea, -
nta’rw Bar_dasach an Inj
Unicipa| District of Arklow, { i

In addition to the projects mentioned above, the Opening of Wicklow library & County Archives
following are just some of the programm#ésat
library staff engaged in during 2021.:

Mending Workshops

Maisy” Drawing events Mandarin Dual Language

Bodhran Workshop Starytime
Nature Walks in Lord's Wood
sSummer Stars Baltinglass & People’s Park
Bray
FCFEHCE. Technology, Culture Night events
Engineering & Mathematics
(STEM) magformers in Children's Book Festival
libraries

61




Annual Report | 2021

/

licklow
(dlar

= e

-

Wicklow County Council was honoured with
having 2 ministers to perform the official opening
of Wicklow library & County ArchivesLocal
Studies on August 30th. Ministers Heather

| dzZY LIKNBE&&a o05w/ 50 3 51F NN
performed the joint task of officially opening the
library. Minister Simon Harris and Senator Pat
Casey were also present. Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council &/icklow Municipal

District, Cllr. Shay Cullen & Clir. Gale Dunne spoke
of the importance the library will play in the
a20A1f TFdzidz2NB 2F 2A01f 24
been invested in the project since 2019, including
EHY FNRY 2A01ft2¢ /andzyde
enY Ay 3ANI YOG AR FNBY 07
departments.
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The building contains a ChangiPlaces (CP)
toilet facility.

The new building is over 6 floors, including a
dedicated floor to each of the falwing, from the
top floor down:

Exhibitionarea

Study, PC area and Community Room

Adult lending

Junior Lending

Archives
Local Studies

Local Studies Department:

Wicklow County Library Local Studies Service is a
reference and research facility dedicated to
collecting, preserving and making available
material related to all aspects of modern and
historic county Wicklow. The Local Studies
collection covers a divergange of topics
documenting the activities of individuals,
organizations and businesses in County Wicklow,
as well as, aspects relating to the topography,
geography, flora and fauna of the county. Itis a
significant information provider and plays a
signficant role in the cultural remit of Wicklow
County Council Library Service. The service
facilitates and promotes research, lifelong
learning and provides a leisure dimension for the
community. This Local Studies facility provides
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ample space to displatsicollection, secure
storage for rare and fragile items and improved
access to material. The following services are
available to the public:

Quiet work spaces equipped with Wi Fi and
charging points.

Access to over 5,000 items in the main collection

Publc PCs providing access to online dat&sas
and other digital resources

Scanning, prinhg and photocopying facilities
Use of microfilm and microfiche scanners

A number of local history talks were organised
over the course of the year to coincide with
yIEGA2y Lt S@Sydao ¢t2 OS
Local Historian Jim Rees gave a wonderful talk on
the role Wicklow women have, and continue, to
play in the developmentf the county. While
Historian Brian White stepped in to regale us with
stories relating to the origins and traditions of St
tF ONAO1 Qa 5F& Ay [ 2dzyae
were delivered online through Zoom and were
attended by over 130 people.

2021 kickedbff with a series of family history

talks with expert genealogists Fiona Fitzsimons
and Declan Brady from the Irish Family History
Centre. Funded under the Resilience Programme,
a series of 6 weekly talks were delivered online
beginning in February. Thesvere highly
successful events with tickets often selling out
within hours of registration opening. Over 580
people attended the workshops.

Wicklow Library Local Studies was delighted to
offer their patrons remote access to the family
history websites iRdmypast.ie and the British
Newspaper Archive. Providing users with access
to Records and historic newspapers, these online
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resources proved invaluable during Covid
restrictions when traditional repositories were
closed to the public. Over 41,000 recondere
downloaded over the course of the year.

Class visits were organised as part of a wider
schools programme. Pods of six secondary school
history students were given tours of the Local
Studies facility. They were shown the variety of
Local History soges available to them and given
3SYSNIf 3IdzZARFYyOS Ay
| Aad2NE wSaz2dz2NDSa
produced to complement class visits. The guide,
aimed at teachers, secondary and third level
students, provided a listing of thmain sources
available in the Collection, including some of the
most useful online resources for the study of
County Wicklow.

| 4

Wicklow County Archives Service holds a unique
collection of Wicklow records relating to the
administration of the County and the people's
interaction with this administration. They offer a
rich research resource for the family and local
historian, as well as academics and researchérs o
wide and varying interests.

Among the jewels of the colléon are the 17th
and 18th century Wicklow Borough records
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offering a snapshot of Wicklow life in timeid-

1600 The County archives also holds the records
of the Grand Jury, the precursor of the County
Council, as well as the Boards of Guardians of the
Poor Law Unions, Boards of Health, rural and
district, Town and County Councilsvasll as

private collections.

i K & ATRE CauRtg Aschives offeragansalogyaresqarshy
T2 N/ SYVice feappreningand agvisigg thpse g

Wicklow roots, and promoting the County as a
1S RSAGAYyIFrGA2Y (2 GK2a
parish records database establishes family lines
and their connedbn with the Wicklow landscape.
Wicklow is a member of www.rootsireland.ie.

This research site contains over 20 million Irish
records from 30 Counties.

Wicklow County Archives & Genealogy Service is
now located at the aw Wicklow Library &

Archives, Wicklow Town. There is an extensive
research area and research resources, as well as a
processing room for the preparation of new
collections, and an environmentally controlled
archives vault for the preservation of our

archives.
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Wicklow Board of Health and Public Assistance
1921-42 are now digitised. These important
records document the public health function of
Wicklow County Council at that time and inctud
information on the County Home and boarded
out children. Other digitised collections of 19th
and 20th century Wicklow local government
records are available on https://www.wicklow.ie.

Programme of archives conservation contisue
gAGK NBLI ANE
oldest collection, the Wicklow Borough
Corporation Minute Books which date from early
1600s.

New information panel for the Samuel Hayes
Bridge:

A new pedestrian bridge to link the Jubilee Walk
and Avonmore Way near Rathdrum was officially
opened on the 16th of June 2021. The Archives
Service researched and compiled an information
panel to be located at the bridge, which tells the

story of SamueHayes, who built Avondale House
and estate in 1777.

YR O2yaSNE

¢tKS 06221 YR SEKAOAGAZY
LYRSLISYRSyYy OS¢ the officialf | dzy O
opening of the new Wicklow Library & Archives,
Wicklow Town (the 400k is also available at
https://heritage.wicklowheritage.org/). The book
and exhibition brings together a collection of

Saalea FyR AYlFI3Sa o0& wMH

historians who have researched the revolutionary
era in their respective localities from a variety of
perspectives. The result is a series of interwoven
studies that bring the complex tapestry of this
significant part of Wicklow history into new and
sharper focus

Wickiow and the
War of Independonce

b e e gy

Wicklow County Council's Archives Service is
delighted to present the third podcast in the
History Ireland Hedge school series. Entitled

d w2 0o S NIk forgbttaldim@uryWicklow County
Council's Archives Service is delighted to present
the third podcast irthe History Ireland Hedge

d0K22f &aSNARSad  Gofgotterti f S
Yy 2F GKS LNARaAaK NX@2f d
GKS aili2NeE 2F 2A01f 29 Qa

his Glendalough estate, political career and role

a2A01t26 YR UKS 2couNy 27¥ inthe Rr%lbﬂ%%'ﬁesdt\//&% and its

publication and exhibition
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aftermath. The podcasts can be accessed at history and the work of the archivist in preserving

https://heritage.wicklowheritage.org them and making them accessible. They also
learned how to start researching their family tree.
The Local Studies librarian showed the children
special collections such as the early newspapers
featuring adverts and photographs, Wicklow map
resources, postcards and a wide array of sources
for the study of Wicklow local history.

The archives and local studies services are
planning a comprehensive schools programme to
include school visits, projects and resources to
assist at Junior and Leaving Certificate work
levels. This will introduce the studenio

Wicklow sources and support their work as part
of the history curriculum, particularly in relation

to the emphasis on the use of primary source
material in history project work.

The Archives Service is a Member of Wieklow
County Council Records Management Group,
developing a records management programme
for Wicklow County Council, with reference to the
National Retention Policy for Local Authority
Records published by the LGM&IB the process
of being updated bytte LGMA. The Archives
Service is also a Member of Wicklow County

Now located at the new Wicklow Library & Council GDPR Governance Graugorking with
Archives, Wicklow Towgwe were delighted to each department to ensure compliance with the
welcome the first of the school groups to visit our ~ Data Protection Act 2018.

services. The students from Wicklow Educate

Together Secondary School were introduced to

Wicklow archives collections such as Wicklow

Town records from the@00s, workhouse

registers from Famine times, and school group

photographs from the early 1900s. They learned

about the importance of records for the study of

66

Wicklow County Archives & Local Studies Services
welcomes school groups:
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This includes the operatiomaintenance and
improvement of the followng outdoor leisure
facilities.

Playgrounds provided by Wicklow County Council
throughout County Wicklow:

Arklow. Seaview Avenue, Arklow.
Arklowy { G t SGSNDa
Arklow. South Green, Arklow.
Arklow: Heatherside, Vale Road.

tfl OSz

Bray Ballywaltrim, Bray (opened 2020).
Bray Fassaroe, Bray

Bray Giltspur Heights, Southern Cross Road,
Bray.

Bray People®ark, Dargle Road, Bray
Bray Sidmonton Park, Bray.
Bray Seafront, Promenade

Wicklow Dwn: Ballynerrin.
Wicklow Town Hill View.
Wicklow Town The Murrough.
wlk Ky Sg
with a Skate an@MX Park
Baltinglasfkecreation Park and Playground
Blessington Playground, Business Park,
Blessington

Carnew Playground

Rahdangan Playground

Enniskerry Playgrow, Monastery Grove,
Enniskerry

Greystones Playground, Mill Road, Greystones
Kilmacanogue Playground, Rockfiesdk

Laragh

Newcastle PlaygroundVicklow Coast Road,
Newcastle

Newtownmountkennedy (Playground and Scouts
Den)
Roundwood

Arklow Skate Park and MUGA at Seaview Avenue
Wicklow Town Skate Park and BMX Circuit and
MUGA at Seafront, The Murrough

Blessington Skate Park, at Business Park,
Blessingpn

Charlesland Sport, Recreation and Skate Park, and
Athletics Track at Charlesland Greystones.
Baltinglass Skate Park

Augquint Paygepund.

Arklow SkatdPark and MUGA at Seaview Avenue
Ashford Community Park Playground
Charlesland Sport, Recreation and 8kaark,
Charlesland, Greystones

Dunlavin Playground.

Eden Gate Playground, Charlesland, Greystones.
Grangecon, Playground.

Knockananna Playground.

Rathdrum Playground.

Shillelagh Playgund

Tinahely Playground and MUGA

/ KAf RaWEVe@rdAren f | @ I NP dzy R

The County Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Strategy
Action Plan 20262025 sets out the ambitions for
outdoor recreation in County Wiaklv and the

steps to realise it.

This Strategyction Plan is the outcome of an
extensive consultation process managed by
County Wicklow Partnership in conjunction with
Coillte, Failte Ireland, Irish Sports Council (now

bSgii2s VY2 dzyd 1 8 yB[anVR)énd/ K A fsﬁoﬂﬁ%}aﬁ% the National Parks and Wildlife

Service, Wicklow County Councilicklow IFA
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and Wicklow Uplands Council. Out of this
consultation process, an overall vision was agreed
for Outdoor Recreation in County Wicklow.

Five strategic objectives were identified, that
collectively, will help to achieve the agreed vision.
Theseobjectives are:

Integrated outdoor recreation management
Improving opportunities and facilities for
sustainable outdoor recreation

Supporting consentan through outdoor
recreation

Promotion, education and raisirayvareness of
outdoor recreation

Stimulating outdoor recreabin tourism and
entrepreneurship

In March 2021 this Strategy wadopted by the
County Council.

Cooperation Ireland Allsland Pride of Place
Awards

The Ceoperation Ireland Pride of Place
competition 2021 judging was held layay of
virtual calls in September 2021. The following
groups were nominated under these two
categories

Kiltegan under Population under Population
Category 1300

Neighbourhood Network Time Machine under
Communityy Wellbeing Initiative Category

Kiltegan Village made their impressive
presentation to the judges on the 28th
September 2021, on a Zoom call. Two days later
by Zoom again the Neighbourhood Network
presented their novel project of the
intergenerational time capsule to the judges.
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competition has not taken place.

Neighbourhood Network Time Machine under
Community Wellbeing Initiative Category.

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme is
LI NI 2F GKS D2@SNYYSydQ
Development and provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational
infrastructure or the necessary maintenance,




Annual Report| 2021

enhancement or promotion of exisnoutdoor
recreational infrastructure in Ireland. The scheme
seeks to support those sporting and recreational
pursuits based on use of the resources of the
countryside that contribute to healthy active
lifestyles and the economic and tourism potential
of the area for both local commumgés and tourist
visitors alike.

The Projects applications will be accepted from
Local Authorities (All Measures), Local
Development Companies (Measure 1) and/or
State Bodies (Measure 3) under the scheme.

The following fundig is available under the
scheme-

Measure 1 for small scale projects requiring
Fdzy RAYy3 2F dzLJ (2

Measure 2 for medium scale projects with
Fdzy RAy3 2F dzLJ (2

Measure 3 for large scale projects seeking
Fdzy RAy3 2F dzLJ (2

ProjectDevelopment Measure funding of up to
epnInnn FT2N RS @teafegiclaygs vy i
scale projects

The Brightlight Blueway project commenced

with the appointment of a consultant to assist
with the development of a delivery strategy for
this project. It is proposed that the four Municipal
Districts will be involved in the creation and
development of thfour nodes at Arklow,
Wicklow, Kilcoole and Bray for ttiséueway
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¢KS . fdS¢t e LINR2SOGQa 2
funded under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme, with Wicklow County
Council providing match. The areas for
expenditure on thigproject are:

Improved water access
Trailheads and trail links

Marketing and signage

It is envisage that this project will be completed
by summer 2022.

A new pedestrian bridge was officially opened on
Wednesday 16th of June 2021 in the Rathdrum
area. This new suspension bridge was

€ H 1 2 N N Jeenstructed to link the Jubilee walk and the

Avonmore Way trail over the Avonmore River.
The bridge is designed to have thekoand feel

€ WA N2 NIyl 3valking trail footbridge that is light and

transparent.

€ P AN 2N Ruflcfiow'céuty Council, in conjunction with

Coillte and the National Parks and Wildlife Service
c%l%bgr%teéj o gn% %‘:‘hivery of this project.

The bridge was officially opened by Gt
Kennedy, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council. The funding was secured from the
Department of Rural and Community
Development under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Slkkeme to the amount of
eEopHEInNnnAnNd

This bridge is named after Samuel Hayes 8174
1795) who was a member of parliament,
barrister, amateur architect, antiquarian, planter
and kinsman of Charles Stewart Parnell. Hayes
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designed and built Avalale House and estate in Councillor Kennedy paid tribute to the Minister
1777. for Community & Rural Development, Heather
Humphreys TD, and her officials for their
continued investment in the County.

WicklowCounty Council in 2016, commissioned a
A0FGdzS G2 K2y2dz2NJ ! N f 26
winnerDr. Rannie Delany. This is a fitting tribute
to an athlete who outran all others in the 1500m
Wicklow CountyCouncil in conjunction with final in the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne.
Coillte & the National Parks and Wildlife Service, The renowned sculptor R&aFerriter was
gAGK aaradalyO0S FTNRY (K Sommissioned & @raaye this statde.@
Management committee, formally opened the
upgrade and reNP dzii SR { éy trail®ithey Q& 2

16th June 2021. On the 19th November 2021, this statue was

This upgraded trail will bmg new tourists to the unveiled, with Dr. Delany and Paul Ferriter in
area along witrenhancing the walk for locals. attendance. Due to Covid restrictions the
number of attendees were limited, however a
The Department of Community & Rural number of the Delanjamily were in attendance
Development under the Outdoor Recreation to witness the unveiling of this piece of art that
Infrastructure Scheme funded this project to the has uniquely captured Dr. Ronnie Delany.

' Y2dzyd 2F emcnInnni gAGK YIFGOK Fdzy RAY 3
provided by Wicklow @uncil. At the opening
70
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The location on Ferrybank in Arklow was chosen of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
for the placing of the statue, as it is directly across amended.

FTNRY 5NX» 5Sf I yidofhatiod A NH K LI I OSo !y

board, some landscaping and some seating will
also be provided at this location.

It is proposed to submit this planning submission
to An Bord Pleanéla in January 2022. Listed below
are some of the key documents for this
submission

Ecological Impact Assessment

Appropriate Assessment Screening

Natura Impact Statement

Archaeological Impact Assessment

Outline Construction Environmentilanagement
Plan

Arboricultural Survey

Environment Impact Assessment Screening
Flood Risk Assessment

Transport Assessment

Planning Statement

Drawing pack

The Council are confident that the scheme is a
robust scheme, with all environmental issues and
planning concerns addressed, thus making it a
high quality and deliverable project, which is

The Greenway is designed based on the following
elements- Excellence, Exercise, Energy,
Environment, Ecological, Exploration and Ease of

access. i . :

ultimately the overall objective of Wicklow
As the project works/scope and legislation have County Council. Thewencil will further engage
changed since the previous Appropriate with the public, local community groups and all

Assessment screening, which was carried out in stakeholders on the progression of this project.
2015, AECOM (consulting engineers) conducted
an Appropriate Assessment screening and which
examined the potentibadverse effects of the

A Section 85 agreement is in place with Kildare
County Council for this development.

proposed project on Natura 2000 sites i.e. the With the construction phase of the project tiakj
Poulaphouca Special Protection Area. It was approximately eighteen months, the proposed
concluded that the project requires a Natura completion date is in quarter four of 2023.

Impact Statement (NIS).
A number of virtual meetings and engagement

The NIS with the relevant planning with potential developes have taken place
documentation will be submitted toBord during 2021.

Pleanala as the competent authority to make
decisions on local authority developments under
177AE (relating to appropriate assessment (AA))
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Sports & Recreation Partnership

Comhphairtiocht Spdirt agus Aineasa Chill Mhantdin

—— SPORT IRELAND —

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership was
established in 2008, supported by the then Irish
Sports Council Local Sports Partnership initiative.
Representatives from a variety of Agencies,
Organisations and Community Groups involved in
sport, physical activity, outdoor recreation and
community development make up the Board of
the Wicklow Local Sports Partnership.

The main functions of Wicklow Sports &
Recreation include:
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Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership is
involved in the ceordination of local sports
information, initiating research, compiling a
sports directory and database, identifying needs
and resources to form the basis of local planning
and establishing a consultative sports forum.

Wicklow Sports & Recreation provides
opportunities for education and training at a local
level, including generic training courses in areas
such as Safeguarding, First Aid and Active
Leadership, while also supporting the delivery of
sports specific courses tonjunction with

National Governing Bodies of Sport.

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership
implements a range of national programmes to
encourage participation in Sport, Physical Activity
& Recreation. Programmes are delivered in
areas such as Sports Development, Community
Sport and Physical Activity, Schools Sport, Youth
Sport and Sport Inclusion. Wicklow Sports and
Recreation Partnership will also implement sports
programmes in the contd of the National

Physical Activity Plan, The National Sports Policy
and other relevant Strategic.
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Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership
declared compliance with the Sport Ireland
Governance code in 2021. This prodestuded
hundreds of hours of investment on behalf of the
Governance subcommittee and main committee
of the Sports Partnership.

Launch of the Wicklow Sports & Recreation
Partnership 2022023

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership
launched their Strategiyn 2021. It is available at
https://wicklowlsp.ie/aboutus/#strategieplans

Launch of Arklow Sports Hub

CKAA A& |y Ay@gSadySyld
activity in Arklow over a period of 5 years.

Online Yoga, DanceRun Fitness for Children

and Adult with a Disability. An Online Easter
Camp for Teenagers which was a finalist in the
Chamber Ireland Excellence in Local Government
Award, Disability Category40 participants

Virtual Step Challenge for HSE Day Care®srvi
Centresg 20 participants
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Sports Packs & Sensory bags for children with
additional needs during Covid when children
were not in schoog 80 packs/80 families

Summer Sports Camps with disability Inclusion
groupsc 60 participants

Youth Mental Health Pject ¢ Alpaca Walking
16 participants

Learn to Cycle for Children with a Disability, both
school and community basep60 participants

Sports Inclusion Disability Courses, upskilling
coaches, volunteers, SNAs, teachers and parent
to development inclusiveports and physical
activity teamsg 142 participants

Older Adults: A number of virtual and face to face
initiatives have been rolled out with a specific

2 farget®d obiérAdui. AY t KeaA ol

Women in Sport: The following initiatives have
been rolled out under Women iSport:

Virtual Buggyfit Programmes

22YSyQa hyfé 3KNIdza f wS
WomenOnly eight week Get into Golf

Programme.

H 22YSyQa a¢. /[ 2dz2NESA

A faur week Virtual Pregnancy Yoga

{ KSR G2 {dzYYAlUZXZ .fSaanry

Two, five week mountainearg pragrammes
were delivered

Youth MTB Summer Camp

Three Physiotherapy Intervention Programmes in
partnership with the HSE.
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Virtual Men on the Move Programe in
partnership with the HSE
5ANBOG t NPOAAAZY
National Play Day 9th July 20@ Wicklow Spor$

& Recreation Partnership supplied three play
packs and giant garden games to the three Direct
Provision Centres with 70+ children taking part in
activities on the day.

Dance programme was delivered to residents of
Rathmore, Ashford. Zoe took 3 grougs o
different ages, through different dance routines
during August over 2 training days.

Woodlands for Health Wicklow Sports and
Recreation Partnership continue to support the
Woodlands for Health project with the
coordinator sfting on the National steering group
representing the Local Sports Partnerships.

A number of Community events were facilitated
through the Sports and Recreation Partnership;
Operation TransformationJanuary 2021 saw
Wicklow Sports Partnership host a Virtual
Operation Transformation walks in the county
with approximately 400+ peoplaking part.

Hiring of Staff;

2 Community Development Officers
1 Sports Inclusion Disability Officer
1 Strategic Promotions Officer
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Wicklow Travelers GrquActivity coordinator
project
Learn to Cycle teacher training in ASD Units

/ Sy G NB yalynteer development and support

programmes.

COVID Restart grants for clubs and community
groups.

Older Adults exercesclasses throughout the
county

Women in Sport focused exercise initiatives
Disability Inalsion focused events

Provision of Safeguarding, First Aidlatisability
inclusion training

Roll out of an outdoor recreation campaign
Distribution of Sports Grants

Promotion and ceprdination of Active School
Week, Bike Week, Operation Transformatemd
other National initiatives

Actively participate in CYPSC committees.
Actively participate in Wicklow Outdoor
Recreation Committee.

Develop partnerships with other bodies for the
strategic and targeted provision of physical
activity throughout County Wicko.

Support target groups to become more physically
active.

Continue to educate the population on the
importance of physical activity in daily life
Increase awareness of Wicklow Sports &
Recreation Partnership and the opportunities it
provides to stakeholdes and target groups.
Development of online resirces for use in the
community

Healthy Ireland initiatives development and grant
applications

Review of intervention programmes delivered by
Wicklow Sports and Recreation Partnership.
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Wicklow Sports &ecreation Partnership is on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Web:
www.wicklowlsp.ie.

County Wicklow has a rich artistic and cultural
tradition with a range of vibrant activities taking
place in the visual arts, music, theattigerature,
sculpture, youth arts, community arts and
FSaldAQHtao 2 A01t 29
Programme is to nurture and develop this rich
tradition and to ensure that the Arts are made
accessible to all in the county. In 2020 measures
were adapted tosupport the arts sector survive,
adapt and sustain themselves through the Cevid
19 pandemic and the challenges that are to be
faced as a result of the global pandemic. All of
the measures provided are in line with the Arts
Plan Growing the Arts in Wickio2020¢ 2025.
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The Individual Artist Award Scheme, the Artist
and Community Collaboration Award Scheme and
the Arts Festival Award Scheme target artistic
practice in all disciplines by people and groups
from or based in Wicklow. Thediidual Artist
Award was reviewed and adapted to reflect the
reality of cancellation of performances, event and
presentations of work which artists would
undertake. This Award Scheme had additional
investment of 50% in 2020 to assist artists to
sustain hemselves, capacity build and undertake
new approaches to presenting their work to
adapt to the Covidl9 situation. The Arts Festival
and Artist and Community Collaboration Scheme
awards proceeded but with adaptions. Many Arts
Festivals cancelled for 2020 reflect the

continued uncertainty in decision making and
presenting. Some Wicklow County Council
supported Festivals conducted place holding
Festivals which were online only and others
achieved a hybrid event programme where the
events were partly gjital with some limited
audience participation. All grant schemes were
further reviewed at the end of year 2020 with
additional changes and Covi® adaptions made

to reflect the ongoing challenges faced by the
NI &

The objective of this Support Scheme is to assist
artists develop their practice and to make a
significant contribution to the professional life of
artists from, or living in, County Wicklow.

Applications were receed in respect of high
quality programmes by local, national and
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international artists presented within the

LI AOFyiGaQ CSadAgdrftao
presented within the Festivals was music. Other
events included literary events, visual arts and
opportunities for arts participation. Four

I LILJX AOFyiGa NBOSAOSR |

The objective of this award scheme was to
support arts groups/organisations in the
realisation of an arts @ject or programme to
support their artistic development. It was the
intention of this award to fund in total or in part a
project/programme to result in
realising/showcasing of new work. Applications
were accepted for a research and development
phase ofa new initiative or for the production/
implementation of a new arts project or
programme. This fund saw the most impact

from Covid19 as many projects were unfeasible
given that schools, groups and organisations were
not in a position to meet in perscand not all
practices translate well to online methodologies.
Four projects were selected for funding in 2021
however one of these projects had to later
withdraw due to Covidl9 issues. The total
fundingforttSaS F g1 NRa Ay

These awards were designed to support the
development of new work in Wicklow by both
residents of Wicklow and those from outside
Wicklow. The Arts Office completed the
application process for Strategic Project Awards
which supports the allaborative development
and delivery of new high quality projects during
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2022. The projects selected are: Shane Finan,

workirfy withlNgg Rrtistg anyah gmérgingNIi T 2

exhibition on Poulaphuca reservoir from the
perspective of myth and ecology; Mary Coughlan,
heNJ 0 YR | YR NRE1SY ¢Ffq

0 Poibject; Kade Btrai pmaplographicam ey  H -

performance; West Wicklow & Chamber Music,
education and outreach programme for young
OKAf RNBYT W2aK hQ/l2AYK
Eamon Sweeney, music for young childreisa
Freeman, performance and site
NEASFNOKKR2OdzYSYy il GA2YT
and literature project; Aisling Ennis, music
collaboration and performance; Susan McKeown,
community arts project. The appointment of

artists to this Scheme works one yearadvance.

The total investment in 2020 for projects

RSt AGSNBR AYy HAHM gl a 2
total investment in 2021 projects to be delivered
AY HAHH A& €MHOZNHA® ¢K
the Scheme is a result of additional funding for
Covid19 received by the Arts Council and

Creative Ireland.

u 1 n mPeyeloged Ry ,Wﬂplgoy]v Arts gffice in late 2020,

Platform 31 national artists development

initiative was designed to support artists in
Ireland following the Covid 19 pandemic. The
initiative was funded 50% by the Arts Council
with matched 50% from the 3lotal Authority

Arts Offices in Ireland. This initiative provided an
important collaborative developmental platform
for artists in the country.

The overall aim of Platform 31 was to allow 31
artists the space and time to reflect on how they
might test rew ideas, research new approaches
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and make work in a different way, while being
connected with and supported by peer
practitioners, advisors and mentors. The scheme
was specifically not project or output focused. It
established a national, peer networking
framework for the 31 participating artists,
introducing them to a pool of critical thinkers to
share their work and learnings, and encouraging a
national conversation about creating work in local
contexts.

Artists throughout the country were invited to
apply for consideration in this scheme via a
national Open Call. 31 were selected and each
NEOSAGBSR Yy e€eyInnn
themselves and their practice, combined with
participation in a developmental framework and

a national peer network. Thelseme was led by
the Local Authority Arts offices throughout
Ireland. The programme was broadly successful.
Focus groups and statistics gathered revealed
that the artists, the agencies and the project
management team viewed the initiative as being
timely, providing an important collaborative
developmental platform for artists in the country
and highlighted the work of Local Authority Arts
Services. The overall cost of the initiative in 2021
gl a 2dzad 20SNJ eomcIpnan

The Per Cent for Art Schemeaigovernment
funded programme whereby an additional fund
of up to 1% of the cost of publicfynded
infrastructure of building, can be applied for by
the client (typically a local authority, school,
hospital, the National Roads Authority, the OPW)
to commission original, site and context specific
g2N)l & 2F | NIo ¢KS M
The fund is available across all government
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departments and supports the commissioning of
artists and artworks across all contemporary art
forms.

Additional irvestment in the public art scheme

will be received in County Wicklow as a result of
additional public housing schemes which received
approval for development in 2019/20. The
programme for these commissions will be rolled
out as construction on the sitesbins.

G2 Ay@Sad Ay

Culture Night saw the safe presentation of four
stages in the County by Wicklow Arts Office and a
programme of online events and some produced
by partner organisations. The total hits on the
Arklow commissioned video of performers was
1,600. In total appreimately 4,000 people either
attended or viewed events from Wicklow for
Culture Night in 2021.

The Creative Ireland Programme is guided by a
vision that every person in Ireland will have the
opportunity to realise their full creative potdial.

It is a five year albf- Government initiative, from
2017 to 2022, to place creativity at the centre of
public policy. For more information see
https://creative.ireland.ie/en

S\l Sotiaznusk ThWiddovg €
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An interactive shared learning project engaging
with County Wicklow residents aged 55 and over,
presented by Music Network and Wicklow County
Council Arts Office. The programme commenced
in January 2021 with 16 eager and enthusiastic
Co. Wicklow residents, aged &Bd over, taking

on the challenge of returning to music.
Benefitting from the combined musical
backgrounds of renowned Wicklow quartet
Sonamus, Eamon Sweeney (guitar), Annette
Cleary (cello), Rachel Factor (harpsichord) and
Tim Doyle (whistles), the tuitioprogramme
offered participants an opportunity to experience
and learn an array of musical styles and
techniques, reigniting their love of playing music.
The Residency offered participants both
individual and group tuition on piano, guitar, cello
and whigle. Tuition was entirely free of charge
and instruments were provided as needed for the
duration of the project. Individual and group
lessons took place online and the residency
concluded with three outdoor ensemble sessions
where participants and Sonamuslished the
opportunity to play music togethen-person for
the first time.

Under the Local Live Performance Programme
Scheme (LLPPS), a new series of live music events
took place throughout summer 2021 across
County Wicklow. There were five days of music
at five different outdoor venues across the
County featuring amazing bantisat are from,

living in, or with strong connections to County
Wicklow. Artists included Hothouse Flowers, Kila,
Pillow Queens, Wyvern Lingo, Mary Coughlan,
and many more. The gigs were intimate without
compromising on production values and
audiences 0R00 to 500 were allowed at each
event. There was lots to choose from and
something for everyone with traditional Irish,

78

classical, opera, rock and contemporary gigs all
on sale.

For the month of October, a series of concert
events were heldn the Mermaid Theatre, on the
Bray seafront and in the grounds of Russborough
House. These concerts featured wallown

I NI Aada AyOfdRAYy3I WEKS
Camin Guilfoil, Amy Barrett, Glimpse, the Conor
Guilfoyle Octet, Mark Caplice andheevned

pianist Fiachra Garvey.

Throughout November and December, due to
ongoing Coviel 9 restrictions and unpredictable
weather conditions, in place of outdoor concert
events, a series of Christmas recordings with local
singers musicians, and spoken word artists took
place in Rathdrum, Arklow, Bray Town Hall and

YAt ONARS® CSFGdzNAY 3 M
51l a4 2F / KNAaAGYIaQ aSNn
on YouTube.

The Local LivBlusic Performance Scheme is part
2T (KS D2@SNYyYSyidQa adzL
and socially provide opportunities in each local
authority area to facilitate the event

management and arts sectors to get back to work
post Covidl9. The fund is administereq Ithe
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Sports,
Gaeltacht and Media.
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The Decade of Centenaries projects for Wicklow
ran alongside the main Creative Ireland
Programme. Our Wicklow Wonder Women was a
programme of illumination showsalks,

workshops and events celebrating the
centenaries of Averil Deverell, the first female
Barrister appointed to the Bar in Ireland and Kate

Tyrell, the first Irish woman Ship Captain. We TheCovid Care Concert series saw world class
O2ff 162N GSR 6AGK WI SNI {MisichRms deliveringreongetSbespekeforthe dzy
of Ireland aswvell as the Arklow Maritime needs of older persons to ten residential nursing
Museum in the creation of these events which care homes throughout County Wicklow. The

took place in November in Arklow and at the engagements were specifically designed with
Whale Theatre and The Cove in Greystones. objectives which support mentalellbeing in the
Billboards with illustrations of the two women community and residential facilities to support

were erected in Arklow and Greystones for the positive ageing, mitigate the negative impact of
period. social cocooning and social distancing, and

develop and establish new forms of creative
engagement for older people that accommodates

_ ) prevaiing public health guidance in the
Wicklow's Culture Team led by the Arts Office : . . .
community and for nursing homes/residential

rolled out a Halloween Festival in Rathdrgm e

A A care_ facilities, . o
It ft26SQSYy tfle¥Sauo 2y UKS onuK IyR omaiu 27
October. This involved the Arts, Heritage, Local ¢KS 2A01t2¢6 W 20AR /I NB
Sports and Development Partnership, Outdoor rolled out in ten Nursing Homes in County
Recreation Service, Healthy Ireland Wicklow, the 2 x 01t 2¢ 6A UK Waz206Af S ad
Community Development Officer and the Climate  and singers working with car@nursing staff to
Action Team of Wicklow County Council coming  create a programme that stimulates repertoire

together with the Rathdrum Development and memory during the sustained series with
Association to programme and present a first repeat visits to residential care homes. The
outdoor event spectacle in Rathem. outcomes have proven immensely beneficial to

Approximately 2,500 people attended the festival the audiences and the programme engaged
over the two day period which involved live music  wicklow musicias in the initiative. Funding for

and dance performances, workshops, pumpkin this initiative was provided by Creative Ireland.
carving, discos, fandress and sports activities.

L
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Key Strategy Objective 3: Economic Development,
Planning and Infrastructure:

ac2
sustain the best quality of life for our citizens in a
strong economic competitive environment of the
highest quality; support interagency collaboration
I YR OFLAGIEAAS 2y
attributes, harnessing efficiently the entire
resources of te County to develop employment
2L NI dzyAGASas d

Key Strategy Objective 4:
Development and Financial Matters:

Organisation

/ 2 dzy' (OBRA @

/ h wrhe fynctions of the Audit Committee are

prescribed in Section 58 the Local Government
Act 2014 and include:

To review the financial and budgetary reporting
practices and procedures within the Local
Authority

RSOSEt 2L Ay TFNI & NHzO dERl%Ste'i-tSF ﬂev‘%}ogme%té’{ﬁ%‘%praﬁi?@|i”dhe G

performance by the Local Authority of its internal
audit function
To review any audited financial statement,

. 2 WO k2 Nfly 2 Nds ! d
relation to the Local Authority an assesg any
actions taken within that authority by its Chief
Executive in response to such a statement or
report and reprt its findings to the Authority
To assess and promote efficiency and value for
money with respect to the Local Authorities

- 2 Uz . A oA erformange of its fungtions
a¢? YlFEAYAAS FyR RSOST ziofreﬁe%éystérﬁ% fﬁa% Xrneuo}bé'raqed b?/ tT1e LECQFN

human resources, fulfilling our duties under
Health and Safety, to adhere to the highetand

of governance, integrity, transparency and
accountability and to develop new technologies
to continuously innovate and improve the
delivery of a cost effective, efficient and high

Authority for the management of risks

To review the ihdings and recommendations of
the National Oversight & Audit Committee
(NOAC) and the response of the Chief Executive
to these and take further action as appropriate.

jdZ-tAGe 2% aSNBAOS 42 2 d&%”pa?txcﬂ }\hle Sré{a&tf’ngq) process, the Audit

The WicklowCounty Council Audit Committee
was initially established in 2007 under Section V
of the Local Government (Business Improvement
Districts) Act 2005. Following the May 2019 local
elections, the Audit Committee was -re
established. The membership of the conter
now comprises:

Mr. Tom Gregan, Chairman

Mr. Noel Geraghty, Vice Chairman

Ms. Mary Savage

Cllr. Mary Kavanagh

Clir. Gerry Walsfup to June 2021)

Cllr. Edward Timmons (from June 2021)
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Committee presented its Annual Report fadZD
to the Wicklow County Council March 2021 In
the report, the Committee welcomed the receipt
of reports on the following assignments during
the year:

Report to NOAG Public Spending Code Quality
Assurance Report

Development Contribution SchenggFinal Report
SICAR Bray Area Partnership2018

In the report, he Committee also advised of the
following auditsthat hadcommenced andvere
due to be finalised shortly:

SICAR County Wicklow Partnership2019

SICAR, Bray Area Partnershi2019

Wicklow County Council Interest in Companies
this report is reviewing the governance structures
and reporting relationships of the Mermaid
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County Wicklow Arts Centre and the Shoreline
Group of Companies.

In accordance with the Local Government
(FinancialProcedures & Audit) Regulations 2014
the Local Government Auditor was invited to
address the CommitteeThis annual meeting is a
constructive opportunity for the Committee to
exchange views with the Local Government
Auditor on a wide range of issues anar fthe
Local Government Auditor to discuss his statutory
I dzZRAG NBLERNI 2y (GKS
Statement.

2021 saw the formation of a new Wicklow
Women Councillors Caucus to address to barriers
to women takingpart in local politics.
Following the 2019 Local Elections an
unprecedented number of femaleCouncillors
were elected to Wicklow County Council and in
recent months these Councillors have come
together as a group to establish the Caucus.

Despite the reent success of female candidates

in Wicklow, the picture nationally is that women

continue to be seriously underrepresented in

Local Government and make up just 25 per cent
of allCouncillors

The barriers and challenges identified to
participation by tle female Councillors of
Wicklow County Council have mirrored those
outlined in national reports such as the
WLYRSLISYRSYy wWSOASH
Remuneration of Local Authority Elected
a S Yo S NE&.®lousirg 3 bdal Government and
| SNA Gl 3S0
22YSyQa [/ 2dzyOAft 27
The aim of the Wicklow Women Councillors
Caucus is to address these barriers and to
strengthen ceoperation between women across
political and ideological lines and strengthen their
capacity to effect chage. They hope that through
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| 2 @&COKLD &5

the work of the Caucus they can help build the
capacity of womenCouncillors through formal

and informal mentoring, and to promote
G2YSYyQa Sljdz £t A& AY [
Wicklow.

Wicklow County Council Joint Policing Commaitte

The Wicklow County Council Joint Policing
Committee held four online meetings in 2021 due

l yydzkf CAYlF yOAl

Section 36(2)(c) of the Garda Siochana Act
provides that the function of a joint policing
O2YYAGGSS Aazx AYyGSNI I f
public meetings concerning matters affecting the
L2f AOAY3a 2F (GKS 20!l f
I NBI ®Q 5 d&5 thel Wicklow2Gdunty
Councilwere unable to hold public meetings.

JPC Working groups have been set up to
implement the objectives of the Wiaklv County
Council Joint Policing year Plan under the 4 key
areas identified:

(1) Policing Communities

(2) Tackling Crime in Rural Areas;
(3) Drug Prevention

4) Communications.

These groups meet approximately 3 to 4 times
are year. Each committekas a Chair and the
administrative support is provided by an official
of Wicklov County Council. The committels
supported by representatives from An Garda

2 Piochanx &d coyise gepresenjatves from the

elected members and community groups. The
committees are open to contributions from local

YR @KBYSyYy A f Q&takg holderspoptside of the JPC such as Muintir
L NB f ngr Rrg, dhe uplands Council and the Local Drugs

and Alcohol Task Force.
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Cathaoirleach Oconhnnn
Annual Allowance

Leas Cathaoirleach| O @ h m i 1t
Annual Allowance

SPC Annua| Ocmh
Allowance

Annual '0785,912.01
Representational

Allowance

Councillors Annual|O¢ o v h v X 1
Allowance

Foreign on8nmn
Conferences

Wicklow County Council subscribes to a dynamic
and interactive Health and Safety process.
Accordingly the Health and Safety Office avails of
every opportunity to reflect these principles in
terms of consultation, training and the
development of a comprehensive Health and
Safety Management System.

Training is providedhroughout the year on a
proactive basis. Training provided includes: Safe
Pass, Safety Awareness, City & Guilds Chainsaw,
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Confined Spaces Entry, Abrasive Wheels, Manual
Handling, Construction Skills Certification Scheme
(C.S.C.S)), First Aid, and Saystesn of Work
Plans amongst others.

Policies and procedures in Wicklow County
Council are constantly being reviewed in line with
new best practices, legislative changes and
national initiatives. Staff participation in the
process is encouraged and the utpf the Safety
Representatives is valued.

The Freedom of Information Act, 2014 came into
effect on the 14th October, 2014. This Act
abolished the requirement to pay a fee when
making a request. The Freedom of Information
Actsassert the right of members of the public to
obtain access to official information to the
greatest extent possible consistent with the
public interest and the right to privacy of
individuals.

The Act established three new statutory rights:

- A legal righ for each person to access
information held by public bodies;

- A legal right for each person to have official
information relating to himself or herself
amended when it is incomplete, incorrect or
misleading: and

- A legal right to obtain reasons foredision
affecting oneself.

Wicklow County Council received a total of 94
requests during 2021. A disclosure log detailing
all nonpersonal freedom of information requests
Oy ©S @ASsSR 2y GKS
www.wicklow.ie.

Under the Electoral Acts, Wicklow County Council
Is charged with preparing and publishing the
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Register of Electors for the County every year.
The total number of Electors on the 2021/2022

Live Register of Electors for Wicklow was 102,346.

Progressively snller electorates apply in the
case of Elections to theuropeanParliament, the
Dail and the office of UachtardNa hEireann
where citizenship requirements exist.

The Council strives to provide a comprehensive
and accurate Register of Electors to faatht the
democratic process at election time. Through
extensive local advertising and initiatives, both
web based and traditional, a Register is produced
which is tested at each election. Every
opportunity is provided to any qualified person to
be includedn the Register.

Wicklow County Council recognises that training
and development assists staff and elected
members to realise their full potential and can
lead to greater organisational performance and
job satisfaction andtherefore is committed to
ensuring that every member of staff has the
opportunity and support available to them. The
delivery of training was particularly challenging
during 2021 due to Covid19 restrictions.

Staff members also regularly attend seminars and
conferences directly related to their area of work
and expertise.
to online platforms in 2021 due to Covid19
restrictions.

The Council also encourages and assists staff t
undertake relevant further education at all stages
of their career.

Any person who feels that he/she has been
unfairly treated or is not satisfied with a decision
on a complaint by the local authority may contact
the Office of the Ombudsman. By law the
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Seminars and conferences moved

Ombudsman can investigate complaints about
Fye 2F (KS fadnbistiative adtidrie 2 N
or procedures as well as delays or inaction in your
dealings with the local authority. The

Ombudsman provides a free, impartial and
independent dispute resolution service.

The Ombudsman referred 26 complaints to
Wicklow County Couail in 2021.

County Wicklow is a great place to live, visit and
do business in. As one of the most rapidly
growing counties in Ireland, Wicklow has
unlimited business potential, some of which can
be seen through the significant expansion and
development the County hasdergone in recent
years. Strategically located less than one hour
from Dublin, with easy access to the M50,
national motorways, Dublin Port and airport, the
County has many benefits to offer by way of
idyllic location, infrastructural development,
proximity to Universities and Institutes of
Technology.

The Enterprise Unit of the Council is responsible
for the promotion and marketing of County
Wicklow and its towns as a location for enterprise
and job creation. It promotes and assists in the
developrent of enterprise centres and acquires
land to facilitate industrial and commercial
development. The unit plays a pivotal role in the
economic development of the County and is
committed to growing a further education base in
conjunction with IT Carlow &/icklow County
Campus, Clermont College, Rathnew.

The Council works closely with other
development agencies such as the IDA, Enterprise
Ireland and the Wicklow Local Enterprise Office
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(LEO) and maintains and broadens links with
potential industrial/commecial
developers/promoters to achieve job creation
and economic growth. It promotes County
Wicklow as a premier film location through the
County Wicklow Film Commission.

Thestaff of the Enterprise Unit ivailable to
guide and assist potential busisedevelopers
who may be considering Wicklow as a business
location. Initiatives to promote the County as a
place to locate were undertaken virtually
throughout 2021.

The Council in partnership with national and local
development agencies and in conjunction with
local chambers of commerce works closely with
existing enterprise centres in County Wicklow.

The Wicklow Enterprise Centre/Business Park
comprises 74,000 sft. of enterprise space
providing a complete turnkey facility to existing
and new developing businesses. In this centrally
located Wicklow facility there is a wide range of
workspace units, research & development,
manufacturing and distribution and food
production training in sizes from 180 sq. ft. up to
5,000 sq. ft. along with kapec office
accommodation, training facilities and conference
room.

The Arklow Business and Enterprise Centre is a
community initiative set up to provide workspace
for newembryo and small expanding businesses
together with a range of support facilities. The
centre offers approx. 30,000 sq. ft. of workspace
consisting of 14 small/medium sized production
units and 14 offices and facilitates 34 businesses.

84

An exciting new deelopment for Arklow was
delivered through the Urban Regeneration
Development Fund called ABEC @ the
Courthouse. This facility houses a modern blend
of coworking space and traditional office space
in a town centre location.fis results from
collaboratian between Arklow Business
Enterprise Centre (ABEC) and Wicklow County
Council.

ABEC @ the Courthouse plans to support the
growing demand for employees who want to cut
down on long commute times and work in an
Enterprise Hub which meets the needs of a
modern, professional and flexible work
environment with high speed eFibre access.

Wicklow County Council has invested some
emMmdoY 2y GKS O2yaidNHzOGA
Park, Rathdrum including essential infrastructure
on the site including roads, roundabout, utility
ducts and pipes, fencing, entrance pillars and
gateway.

The first business has been operational on site
since late 2014. The Enterprise Unit has
commenced a marketing drive and is engaging
with businesss that have expressed an interest
in locating to the Business Park, and the Council
will continue to push forward with its plans for
the development of the site into the future.

The Council has some varying size landbanks at a
number of locations througha the County
including Baltinglass, Dunlavin, Greystones,
Arklow, Blessington and Ashford. The Council will
work with all relevant stakeholders to develop
these lands in a strategic and sustainable manner.
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The Economic Devgdment Unit of the

Enterprise and Corporate Services Directorate is
the vehicle charged with implementing the
economic actions contained in the Local
Economic and Community Plan (LECP) including
objectives in the areas of Food, Film, Tourism,
etc.

The vsion of the Economic Development Unit is
for a County which provides a high quality of life
and weltbeing for all; values socially inclusive
urban and rural communities; is driven by a
dynamic and innovative economy; promotes and
prioritises sustainableal/elopment and protects

To increase Food Stakeholder Networking
(Business to Business),

To get Local Food to Local Consumers,
To provide appropriate business supports.

Funding ¥ emtpInnn gl & 4SO
Food Programme for a Food and Beverage Co
ordinator role for Wicklow Naturally CLG and for
the supply of event costs for the period 2021
HAHO AY &adzLlLR2 NI 27F 2 A01
Promotional Activities Plan. Wicklovatirally

will contribute 5% from subscriptions and

2 A01t20 [/ 2dzyie [ 2dzy OAf
over the two year life of the project.

Wicklow Naturally October Feast encompassed a

YR SYKEyOSa GKS / 2dzy e O CAERAZ pf gelivities wigh diffgregf gvents

natural and cultural heritage.

During 2021 the Economic Development Unit met
with representatives of Failte Ireland, Enterprise
Ireland, the IDA, and other agencies engaged in
economic development. Formal and informal
networking continues with the local businesses,
Chambers of Commer@nd Town Teams to

assist in tackling the challenges brought by the
Covid19 pandemic and to promote and develop
business and develop job opportunities in County
Wicklow.

The main aims of the County Wicklow Food and
Beverage Strategyclude:

To tell the Wicklow Food Story,

To develop a Food Activity Calendar (Business to
Consumer),
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every day including fod tours, demonstrations,
markets and restaurants hosting Wicklow
Naturally dining experiences.

Following the success of Ireland County by
County in 2020, Wicklow County Council funded
an episode of Ireland in Music in 2021 aimed at
promoting Wicklow as a visitor destination and
our musical talent. This episode is due to air in
March 2022.

As part of its ongoing commitment to Economic
Development, Wicklow County Council hosted

the 2021 Breakfast Briefing but unlike previous
@8SIFNERX GKAA @&SINna SgSy
120 participants representing the wider business
community throughotithe county. The Chief
Executive delivered an update the various
developments in County Wicklow, focusing on
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those of particular interest to the business
community. The keynote speakers were Mr.
David Fitzsimons, Crest Ireland and formerly of
Retail Exellence Ireland, who spoke about
reviving Town Centres; along with Ruth Andrews,
Chair of the Irish Tourism Industry Confederation
(ITIC) and recent Chair of the Tourism Recovery
Taskforce, who spoke about Tourism Recovery.
The presentations were followdaly a panel
discussion, with questions submitted by the
attendees and responses provided by the panel.
MC for the event was Alan Shortt from
Mediaskills. This was the fifth annual Business
Briefing and although delivered in a different
format was noneth&ess informative and a key
method of communication between Wicklow
County Council and the business community.

Wicklow County Council engaged the producers
of Tracks and Trails to redevelop some of the
existing County Wicklow based programmes for
use on the Wicklow.ie website and social media.
I FSFGdzZNBE SLIAAE&A2RS (221
2F W¢ NI O whichlcovéted twdvekyt & Q
scenic County Wicklow routesTinahely Trail and
Bray Head to the Great Sugarloaf Trail.

Launched in 2020, The Wicklow Passport
continues to be successful with more than 2500
Passports being sold and around @)

distributed in 2021. A dedicated video was
produced and widely shared on social media
along with a PR campaign that helped the
Passport feature on national media including TV
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I\ickldvSowdy we 9 QA&

and Radio. The network of Stamping Locations
has also increased to 23 thrghout Wicklow.

Ecarrail Wicklow held its second edition in
September 2021 with more than 1500 people
having booked for the event. Covid restrictions
reduced the numbers of overseas participants,
odzi 0KS S@SyidQa LINBugmt S
the domestic market as other large events were
cancelled. Extensive media content was
generated on the day to be used at promotional
asset to showcase Wicklow as a great Outdoor
destination.

2 X01t206 ¢206y DO | 61 NRS
Destination Town Funding for the redevelopment
of the Abbey Grounds the 13th century ruins of

the former Franciscan Abbey which form a
picturesque centrepiece located in the heart of
YyS6 &SN
It is proposed to restore the garden to its 19th
century layout, in tandem with maximising the
usability of the entire site as muitunctional
public amenity and outdoor events venue with
az2zal NI O2yadzZ GlFyadaQa |
process.

A planning application was passed unanimously
by the members of Wicklow Municipal District
and the procurement process for detailed design
and construction has begun.

LJL.
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Failte Ireland, alongith strategic partners OPW,
NPWS and Wicklow County Council engaged with
Consarc Consultants to develop a tourism master
plan for Glendalough and the Wicklow Mountains
National Park and a Visitor Orientation Plan for
County Wicklow.

URDF

Work continued on implementing the projects for
which successful funding was secured under the
URDF including:

Arklow Historic Town CorePhase 1 complete;
Phase 2 ongoing

Wicklow Library and Fitzwilliam Squaye
complete

Bray Public Transport Bridgengoing

Funding was secured in 2021 for another URDF
project which will enhance and redevelop Bray
Harbour; with preparatory works commencing
during 2021.

The URDF team continues to work on a pipeline
of projectsfor future funding applications.

Wicklow County Council was awarded funding of
ceopTZTpn AYy NBaLSOL 27
for the design and plans for upgrades to the
public realm, street landscaping, traffic
management, public spaces and community
fact AGASad ¢KA&A Fdzy RAy 3
Newtownmountkennedy received in 2018 from
the Town and Village Enhancement Scheme,
which funded streetscape improvements in the
town.

Wicklow County Council was awarded just over
e MY T dzy RA Y 3BlessihgtadBIamil®eO (i
utilised for the regeneration of Blessington Town
Centre, the development of plans for public realm
works, the redevelopment of derelict property to
create an eHub and a Visitor Centre for the
forthcoming Blessington Lakes eGreepwd his
strategic funding along with the planned
completion of the Blessington Inner Relief Road
and the funding for the Blessington Lakes
eGreenway will help achieve Wicklow County

| 2 dzy O A-ferh &isidn ®ryBRessington and
enhance the Blessington alace to visit.
Combined with the proposals for developing a
Masterplan for Blessington, this project will add
to the quality of life of the entire community by
optimising digital connectivity, supporting
employment and skills and enhancing the public
realm in line with the objectives that underpin

(

G hdzNJ wdzNJ f  Cdzii dzNB ¢ L NBf
RRDF policy.
Work is ongoing on the Baltinglass Town Centre
wWSIASYSNI A2y LINR2SO0 ¢ KMBEKngh EastkrddaNRSR € HOTY
under RRDF. The project focuses on two key
elements; Restoration of the Courthouse withits emvmnnnnn ¢l & &aSOdz2NBR FN

reuse as a library/heritage centre and Bhgib,
with outdoor event spae and public realm
enhancements.
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which was newly announced in 2021 to support
Town Centre First Plans. This initiatis a key

part of Our Rural Futurei KS D2 GSNY Y S
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ambitious fiveyear strategy designed to
reimagine and revitalise Rural Ireland. It is also
fAY1SR G2
aidNF GS3e | yR
t 2 £ A O&® GourityACoundil will work closely
with local community groups, retailers and
members of the Town Team in devising and
delivering on the objectives of the Masterplan;
building on the very comprehensive Health Check
previously carried out in Blessingtorhélmain

aim of the Masterplan will be to have a cohesive
plan for Blessington with comprehensive goals to
tackle dereliction and revitalise Blessington town
centre.

Outdoor Seating and Accessoriesupporting
individual hospitality busiesses with grants of up
G2 enZnnn F2NJ aSltiAy3a:
accessories. This scheme which is fully funded by
Failte Ireland is administered by the Local
Authorities. Where the tables and chairs are
located in a public space, the business must apply
for a Section 254 licence, if the equipment is
located on private property, planning permission
may be required. This scheme provided funding
2F Ftfty2ald enmnnnn G2
Wicklow during 2021.

Local Authorities were invited to apply Eailte
Ireland for funding under Part Twd.ocal

Authority Weatherproofing & Outdoor Dining
Enhancement Schemi® develop streets and
public spaces to facilitate outdoor dining in urban
tourism centres, enabling access to outdoor
seating for extended pé&vds throughout the

year. Wicklow County Council applied for and
gl a
Outdoor Dining and Weatherproofing for Market
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' 4 NRSR 20SNJ evnnznnn

Square in Wicklow Town and Abbey Lane in
Arklow.

Wl 2dzaAy3d F2NI ! ttQ

/| SYiNBE CANR

Six towns/villages in County Wicklow have been
selected to participate in the Streetscape and
Shopfront Enhancement scheme with an
Fff20FGA2Yy 2F €oyHInNnyc
Department of Rural and Community
Development Town and Village Streetscape
Scheme. e areas selected are Arklow,
Baltinglass, Blessington, Enniskerry, Kilcoole and
Wicklow Town with 108 businesses in total
benefiting from the scheme. The Streetscape
Enhancement Initiative is a key part of the
D2@SNYYSyidQa WhdzNJ welaNT f
to make our rural towns and villages more
attractive places to live, work and visit. Projects

GincladedSage udgrddes t@ hdliliRgXaadas,

artwork, murals, lighting, street furniture and
canopies and investment designed to make rural
towns and villagesore colourful, vibrant and
attractive places.

odzaAySaasSa (KNRdJzZIK?2 dz
Wicklow County Council promoted a number of
W{K2LI [ 20t Q OF YL} A3AYya
throughout the year to shop locally. The Shop
Local campaign also linked in with other

initiatives around the county including Look for
Local by Wicklow Local Entergi®ffice (LEO),
Wonderful West Wicklow, Think Local, Buy Local

in Greystones, Shop Local, Spend Local, Stay Loce
in Bray, Shop Local Arklow and Shop Local
Wicklow.

Ay Fdzy RAy3 F2NJ
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Wicklow County Council continued to support the
Towns Teams in Arklow, Blesgton, Greystones
and Wicklow during 2021. Support was also
provided to the Bray Town R#pening

Committee.

Meetings where held virtually and projects were
progressed in areas such as:

Community CCTV projects

Working with Failte Ireland Tourism Desttion
Towns guidelines

Liaison with Age Friendly and Accessibility audits
Accessing funding for various projects under the
Town & Village Renewal Scheme

Development of a new and dedicated websites
for Arklow, Greystones and Wicklow Town
Organisation of seasonal events including St.
tFGNAO1 Qa 5F@& tI NIFRSZ
Halloween and Christmas events

The County Wicklow Film Commission is the
longest established film commission in Ireland,
committed toattracting audievisual production
into the county.

Funded by Wicklow County Council, the film
commission is based in Clermont House, Wicklow
County Campus, but represents the whole
county.

The main objective of the County Wicklow Film
Commission is tonarket and promote the county
as a film location for any kind of auewisual or
content creation production ranging from feature
film to commercial, short film, television
production, gaming, animation or music promo.
The film office assists any projeegardless of
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the size of the budget with the aim of bringing
economic benefits to County Wicklow.

As a secondary objective the County Wicklow
Film Commission is committed to maximise the
tourism spin off of film activity.

In 2021 County Wicklow onceaig experienced
high levels of production activity. Over 600
shooting days were recorded containing a
mixture of all types of audiwisual production.
The financial benefit from audiovisual
productions tends to be higher from feature films
than from televsion.

The County was used by a large number of
international and national feature film and
television productions. Feature films, high end
television productions and numerous

commercials that used Wicklow locations

include: 5AaySeQa 5AayypKl yi
featuring Amy Adams and Patrick Dempsey;

a d2ovishoNWEKow Cdufdy) Jarfipus, Rathnew)

AGFNIAY3I W2aK hQ/ 2yy 2N
Cocaine Bear (Wicklow County Campus, Rathnew)
directed by Elizabeth Banks and staring Keri
Russell, Kristofer Hivju, anéyRLiotta. Some of

the most popular commercials that were filmed

in the county were the Supervalu Christmas
commercial (Wicklow Town), Vodafone Christmas
commercial (Rathdrum) and The National Lottery
commercial (Rathdrum & Ballinaclash).

Services on &¢r to any of these productions
include location scouting, advice, assistance and
location suggestions through personalised web
brochures, liaison with Local Authorities
personnel and local communities.

The Action plan that came out of the County
WicklowEconomic Think Tank identified the film
industry as of great importance to the local
industry. Objective 4 of the Action Plan is to
capitalise on the Immediate Economic
Opportunity in the Film Industry through a
number of actions: To develop a Film Indyst
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Cluster in County Wicklow (a hub for film making
and ancillary industries).

Establishing the appropriate infrastructure and
supports to attract and sustain the film making
industry in Wicklow requires a collaborative
approach, facilitated and suppodeby Wicklow
County Council. Such an approach will enable the
County to realise the potential value from film
making directly plus film tourism,

accommodation services and other support
services.

During 2020 Wicklow County Council engaged
Saffery Champness, working with Nordicity, to
prepare a Screen Sector Development Strategy
for the next 5 years.

¢KS {ON}XGS3e gAftf
human, physical and cultural capital and help to
dS@St21L) L2t AOASA FT2NJ &
position in respect of each.

In particular, the strategy will look at areas such
as:

A business and economic case analysis for the
new Content Creation Enterprise Hub for
Wicklow.

Attracting foreign directnvestment (including
marketing and promotion).

Support for the indigenous screen content
creation sector.

Developing screen tourism.

Support for the development and training of local
screen sector creatives and crew.

The Strategy will be published @i of 2022.
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Wicklow County Campus in Rathnew is an
exceptional development and continues to be
developed by Wicklow County Council to be a
Centre of Excellence in Enterprise, Education and
Innovation in County Wicklow and to act as a
catalyst for Economic Development in the
County. The Clermont Campus is an impressive 55
acre facility. The buildings comprise offices,
meeting rooms, a conference and exhibition
venue, lecture rooms, |.T. ro@na college

library. Clermont House accommodates the Local
Enterprise Office Wicklow.

A strong partnership is in place with the national
and local development agencies such as the IDA,
El, the Local Enterprise Office, County Wicklow
Partnership and th&€hambers of Commerce to
achieve the vision and to create a highality

I & &S & &nviioknfent foPa0®fiving Rudineds JuartteYoR A I

the campus.

GKS [/ 2dzyie Qs

In 2017 The Wicklow County Campus Strategy
Document 20162022 was adopted with the
following headngs:

Academic Portfolio and Learner Population
Enterprise and Economic Development
Management and Organisation

Physical Infrastructure

Financial Planning

Wicklow County Council in conjunction with IT
Carlow is providing a range of pdime Lifelong
Learning Education and Training Courses which
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delivered online during 2021 due to COVID 19. In
2021 therewere 519 studentsegistered with
Wicklow County Campus for périne evening
courses and this figure is expected to grow
considerably over the lifetime of the plan for the
campus with thentroduction of new academic
programmes. On the"8January 2022 the 13
graduationceremony took place with some 240
graduates. Some 1900 students have graduated
from the College with various degrees since the
commencement of this partnership in 2006.

All events and meetings held face to face and
online throughout 2021 continued torpmote
the Campus as a unique and exceptional venue
for a range of uses as well as highlighting the Life
Long Learning and higher education and training
programmes run by the Institute of Technology
Carlow. The main objectives of hosting these
events areto promote the overall concept of
Wicklow County Campus and to bring the Campus
to the notice of the general public

In 2021 Wicklow County Council undertook a
range of projects on the Campus, including:

Installation of SolaPanels which was grant aided
by SEAI.

Installation of a BMS to control the heating for
the Campus and was grant aided by SEAI.

Upgrade of broadband facilities for tenants.

Extension of the CCTV system to incorporate The
Foley Studio.

Ongoing maintenance works were carried out
during the year such as roof repairs and electrical
works.

Renovation of two rooms in the main house took
place.
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The tennis court car park spaces were repainted
and Age Friendly parking spaces installed at the
front of the building.

Following the retirement of the Caretaker in May
2021 the Acting Caretaker was appointed
permanently in December.

I W/ 2YYdzyAGe 9YLX 28YSyi
assist with the maintenance and caretaking of the
buildings and grouas throughout the year.

In January 2020 the Content Creation Enterprise
Hub at Wicklow County Campus, Rathnew was
I LILINE SR w95C TFdzy RAy 3
through Enterprise Ireland. The estimated cost of
GKA&a LINRP2SOG Aa Ay (GKS
County Council is comnstd to providing the
balance. @ The development of this remote
working hub is one of main objectives in the Mid
East regional Enterprise Plan.

Consultants were appointed for the Architectural
Design, Project and Design Preparation in 2019
and the Part 8 Rhning approval was secured in
February 2020.

This new Enterprise Hub will comprise of a new 2
storey building linked to the refurbished
courtyard cottages, conference facilities in the
former school chapel and administrative offices in
a section of formerdormitory at second floor
level in the school block. The facility will provide
approximately 10,000 sq. ft of private and-co
working spaces in a dynamic and synergetic
environment  for  creative/media  cross
fertilisation. It will offer specialised and
cudomised, sector specific business supports that
drive  startups and economic  growth.
Construction is commenced in 2021 and well
underway and the launch for the Hub is planned
for quarter three in 2022.
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The Local Enterprise @fés were established in
April 2014 to enhance the national enterprise
support model for small and micro businesses.
This new partnership model builds on the 20 year
success of the City and County Enterprise Boards.
The Local Enterprise Office commenced
operations within the Wicklow Local Authority
structure in April 2014 under a Service Level
Agreement between the Local Authority and
Enterprise Ireland.

The aim of Local Enterprise Office Wicklow is to
promote entrepreneurshipfoster business stait
ups and develop existing micro and small
businesses to drive job creation and to provide
high quality supports for business ideas in County
Wicklow.

¢tKS [20!I f
aK2LX (2
grow and develop micro and small businesses in
each local area. The Local Enterprise Office is
strategically charged with stimulating economic
activity at county level through the development
of indigenous enterprise potential in the county.
The key focus of the Local Enterprise Offices is to
maximise opportunities for job creation and
retention, attained through:
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creating and raising local enterprise awareness
and developing an enterprise culture and
communitybased enterprise activity;

providing a single/first point of contact service to
the business communityproviding business
advice, direction and signposting, business
counselling and mentoring;

providing support to private sector and
community initiatives to secure the establishme
and/or expansion of commercially viable miero
enterprise projects;

providing comprehensive prand poststart-up
supports to new and expanding miero
enterprises;

influencing the allocation of resources for miero
enterprise from EU, private and pubfimnding
sources

Promoting the general economic development of
their areas.

The following supports and services are offered
through the Local Enterprise Office:

Information Provision

Supports for business networksincluding
Network for women business owners (NEW)

9y U SNLINR-&t& h T TohedSahe BuSNES Advite&linits & T A NE U
LINE @A iReS to ataiz| JLJ2 NI

YR aSND
Assignment of mentors to companies

Financial support to boost sales via Trading
Online Vouchers

Technical Assistance Grants
Exhibitions & trade shows

Access to Mi@finance Ireland loans
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Student Enterprise Programme

Business and IT skills training programmes &
Seminars

Leadership  and management  capability
programmes, such as Lean for Micro and the
Management Development Programme for
Owner / Managers.

Grant funding for eligible companies

The Network of LEOs (31) design and develop a
number of programmes that are implemented by
all the LEOs across the country. These include:

Student Enterprise Awards

National Enterprise Awards to showcase local
businesexcellence

Showcase, the international trade fair for the
crafts industry in the RDS

Food Academy, a specialised training programme
for food producers run in conjunction with Board
Bia.

A LEO marquee showcasing LEO clients at the
National Ploughing Chasonships

Local Enterprise Week with training and events
for clients at all levels of business growth.

Irelands Best Young Entrepreneur programme

The LEO Wicklow also has a role to play in the
formulation of local economic development plans
for the Coury, aimed at maximising the
opportunities for enterprise and capitalising on
the features in the County that offer sustainable
competitive advantage.

Due to COVID 19 lockdowns and its impact on the
93

national and local businesses, The LEQit was
widened in 2020 and 2021 to support a larger
cohort of SMEs with their business continuity
plans and to provide a wider range of supports
which resulted in a sharp increase in demand for
supports across the various offerings.

LEO Wicklow provigea critical frontline service
to support small business with their business
continuity throughout the COVID pandemic.

The LEO remains open for business but public
reception is closed for walk ins. All engagements
are online or by phone.

Dealt with 130hew enquiries.

Delivered one to one business advisory meetings
to 930 entrepreneurs

Assigned a mentor to 56 companies.

Provided business andusiness IT skills training
to 1143 participants across all 77 training
workshops, specialised clinics aravents and
seminars.

Provided Start Your Own Business training to 105
individuals.

Provided Management to 17
businesses.

Development
Approved over development grants to 37 eligible
enterprises.

Approved export grants to 4 eligible enterprises

Assisted7 businesses to apply for MicroFinance
Ireland funding.

Received over 140 Trading Online Voucher grants
and approved 135.

Finalised the consultancy element to 30 portfolio
clients under the Client Stimulus Scheme.
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To assist clients get Brexit Readyhet LEO creation in the County.
provided a large range of supports, mentoring

and customs training in 2021. Engage with partners at local and national level to

design and deliverenterprise creation and
support initiatives.

Focus on assisting enterprises at risk from Brexit
and impact of COVID 19 restrictions.

Maximise the opportunities for entrepreneurs ~ County Wiclow and the East Coast Region ate
from Nationalprogrammes and new initiatives at the heart of the screen content sector and the

local and regional level. international opportunity, with an existing

Further develop an excellent and effective First interrlationallylrecognisé screen industry.
Stop Shop for businesses in County Wicklow. 2AO01t2g6 [/ 2dzyue [ 2dzyOAt Q
Content Creation Enterprise Hub is one of a

number of objectives in the Regional Enterprise
Plan 2024. Other objectives include the
development of a Crew Hub for the East Coast to
further grengthen the screen sector cluster in the
Mid-East and to develop a network of remote
working hubs throughout the region. These
Target supports at client companies in the LEO would include the Clermont Enterprise Hub, the

Heighten awareness of the services available to
businesses locally and nationally and help
develop reléionships between businesses and
these service providers.

Generate awareness of the LEO brand and
services.

Wicklow portfolio with a view to maintain Baltinglass Hub and the Arklow Courthouse Hub.
employment levels, stimulate further growth and
job creatian. Mid-East Regional Enterprise PI2024 Strategic

Provide progression pathways for client Objectives and Actions
companies to access Enterprise Ireland services
and supports.

Provide a suite of capability building supports
while focusing on Innovation, Financial capability,
Productivity, Export, and Competitiveness thus
addng value and bringing benefits to business
and increase productivity.

Action 1:The completion of the Boyne Valley
Food Hub (Phase 1) and the development of th
Provide the Lean for Micro and the Green for | Digitallnnovation Smart Agri Hub (Phase 2)

Micro programme to mitigate impact of climate Action 2: The development of the Athy Food,
change. Drink and Skills Innovation Hub

Action 3 The development of an incubation fog
development hub in County Wicklow

Commence the pilot programme Digitalisation for
Micro to assist portfolio clients witdigitalization
of their business.

Action 4:The creation of the Boyne Valley

Support employment creation in the county | Culinary Centref Excellence
through investment in eligible businesses.

Support economic development aimed at job
94




Annual Report | .

Action 1:Develop and operate a Content
Creation Enterprise Hub at Wicklow County
Campus, Rathnew

Action 2 Collaborate with strategistakeholders
to establish a Crew Development Hub to devel;
and nurture new and diverse talent from across
the region

Action 3:Implement the Wicklow Screen Sectol
Development Strategy to support the growth of
the industry across the region

Action 1:Establish the first National Equine
Innovation Centre in Ireland

Action 2:The development of programmes and
training to support the growth of the equine
sector

Action 3:Conduct a feasibility study to examine|
the expansion of the National Equine Innovatio
Centre

Action 1:Conduct a feasibility study for the
development of a regional green technology
enterprise hub that facilitates the creation of a
green cluster of companies

Action 2:The development of a Green
investment and enterprise zone in Allenwood,
County Kildare

Action 3:The establishment of Marine Educatio
Training and Enterprise facilities to drive job
creation in the MidEast

Action 4:The creation of a citdar economy
cluster for the MidEast

Action 1:Deliver upon multi stakeholder
initiatives that will support the competitiveness
of Start Ups, SMEs and microbusiness across |
region

Action 2 Commission a regional strategy that w
adopt an evidencéased approach to eaorking
hub and innovationgace development and
investment for the MidEast

Construction of the Clermont Content
Creation Enterprise Hub at Wicklow
County Campus, Rathnew
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Minister Damian English visiting the LEO
team at Wicklow County Campus.

i h R

Construction Site of Clermont Enterprise
Hub with Minister Damian English, Frank

Curran CE, Vibeke Delahunt, Head of

EnterpriS ' yR . Aff hQbSAt 2F /[ dzYy2NJ |

[etN
X0«
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ARKLOW MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Councillor Sylvester Bourke (FG)

Councillor Miriam Murphy (IND)

Councillor Tommy Annesley (FF)
Councillor Pat Fitzgerald (FF)
Councillor Peir Leonard (IND)
Councillor Pat Kennedy (FF)

Colm Lavery

Claire Lawless

Avril Hill
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Rob Mulhall

Stephen Howes

Sinead Boddy

Catherine Murphy
Jenny Seabrooke
Pauline Canavan
Orlagh Hall
Jennifer Bell

Contact Details:

Arklow Municipal District Offices,
Castle Park, Arklow;o Wicklow

Telephone: 0402 42700

Email: arklowmd@wicklowcoco.ie
Website: www.mwicklow.ie
Area: 48,380 hectares

Population of District 26,185

Arklow Municipal District (AMD) covers 26% of
roads in County Wicklow (598 KM) being the
second highest District in the County. AMD
includes Arklow town, Aughrim, Rathdrum,
Avoca, Redcross, Ballinaclash, Glenmalure and
Annacurra.

The offices are open to the public from 9.6
4.00 pm each day and queries are dealt with in
relation to housing applications, housing repairs,
roads etc. Cash receipting also takes place in
AMD for housing rent, rates, parking fines, leases
etc.

Fdlowing the Government announcement in
March in relation to COVID 19 the office of
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Arklow Municipal District remained open to the
members of the public from 9.30at2.30pm and
2.00pm4.00pm and by appointment only at Level
5 Restrictions.

The regular funtions that the District provided
included local authority housing maintenance and
repair, road maintenance and improvement,
street cleaning, outdoor maintenance and grass
cutting, drain clearing, maintenance of burial
grounds, public convenience mainteranand
maintenance of playgrounds.

All functions were carried out in line with
government guidelines.

The Members of Arklow Municipal District hold
GKSANI 5A&0NRO0
/| KI YOSNE 2y (KS %&D2YyR
month at 3.30pm, with the exception of August
when there is no meeting. The schedule of
meetings is approved at each Annual Meeting.
Due to Covidl9 the Meetings were held on the
Zoom Platform. The June, October and
November Meeting were heldn the Arklow
Presbyterian Church Hall to facilitate social
distancing.

Arklow Municipal District is represented by its
elected representatives on the following Strategic
Policy Committees:

Community Cultural and Social Development
Councillor MiriamMurphy

Transportation Water and Environmental Services
¢ Councillor Pat Fitzgerald

Planning and DevelopmentCouncillor Sylvester
Bourke,

Housing & Corporate Estat€ouncillor Tommy
Annesley

Economic Development & Enterprig&ouncillor
Pat Kennedy

dimate & Biodiversity Actioq Councillor Peir
Leonard

Access and Inclusion Committe€ouncillor
Miriam Murphy
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Number of Press Releases issued 2021 =5
Estate Development Grants were awarded to
twenty successful Residents Associations to help
in the upkeep of the green areas of the various
Wicklow County Council housing estates
throughout the District.! G 2 G | f
was awarded to them.
Awardirg of Festival
Committees.

Number of Roundabouts in
Agreements = 8

a dzy 2
Funding to 5 Festival

Sponsorship

aSSiAy3a Akigw Community CETS systedois afgre il Beyefit
2t yodn. It isadvaludbfe policing tool and

creates a safe environment.
footage were received in 2021.

35 requests for

bS¢s GOKIGUAYT 0SyOKSat¢
have a chat with a member of the Gardai were
introduced in Arklow. The ArklowGardai, in
conjunction with Arklow Municipal District was
delighted to extend the initiative that was already

in operationinBray. ¢ KS 06 Sy OK Ay |
St. Man@ Park, near the bandstand.

Retail / Business Sector

Pay Parking

Wicklow CountyCouncil continued to operate a
pay parking scheme for Arklow Town which
includes:

Free parking between 9.00am and 10.00 am each
morning.

15 minutes official grace period at any time of the
day.

Arklow Town continues to offer free parking
throughout thetown on Saturdays and Sundays.
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Paying for parking in Arklow is faster and easier
with Parking Tag. The cashless parking solution
allows motorists to park by phone in the town
and extend their parking without returning to
their vehicle.

Free parking was pwided in Council owned
carparks in Arklow town during the Christmas
period.

2 free annual parking permits for businesses
whose rates are up to date.

I NJ 26 adzyA OALJ f
from Failte Ireland under the Local Auotity
Weatherproofing and Outdoor Dining
Infrastructure Scheme, which will be used to
enhance the outdoor dining experience in Arklow.
Abbey Lane was identified as an area of
opportunity to become a much needed outdoor
community space within the town ogre.

Despite the challenges of not being able to meet
face to face, the volunteers of Arklow Town
Team, with the support of Arklow Municipal
District Council, were busy completing a number
of projects during 2021.

Nine meetings held during 2021. The meetings
were held remotely via zoom.

The mission of Arklow Town Team is to
contribute to the improvement in the quality of
life for people living in Arklow and enhance the
attractiveness of the Town as a place in which to
live, work, visit and invest.

The Flower Basket Scheme continued in 2021. A

total number of 125 baskets were purchased.

Local businesses kindly sponsored the flower

5A a0 NX cinpleted. &

from Monday & March to Sunday 1% March.
The event was a great success. 259 participants
around the country signed up for the event. All
participant received a custo made medal and a
bag of calm. Proceeds raised went to Brays
22YySyQa wSFdzAS |yR |y
Tourism project.

Jim Callery WCC gave a presentation to the Town
Team members on Arklow town being piloted as
/| 2® 2A01ft260a 5SOIND2YA

Following successful applications submitted to
LEADER for funding the following projects were
g NRSR eywmInnn
INJE26Qa wmd ! NOKESEmulti NRA
arched bridge in Irelands in bloom thanks to a
project completed by the Town Team and Arklow
Tidy TowRa / 2YYAGGSS gAGK |
aSyQa {KSR® ¢KS oONAR3
throughout the summer and winter months with
pollinator friendly planters following the
installation of a Flower Irrigation system on the
bridge.

@

GUINNESS
TIME

baskets this year. The scheme enhances and e bridge plantersomplement the annual

improves the image of the Main Street.

The Arklow Town Team International Wom@n
Day 5/10km virtual challenge event took place
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Flower Basket Scheme for businesses in the town.
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and launched in the summer months. A
Marketing Consultant was hired to maintain and
update the website. New Vishrklow Bunting

was purchased and placed around the town. This
project was funded by LEADER with support from
Arklow Municipal District.

Arklow Town Team teamed up with Glenart
College and secured LEADER funding to build a
Community Biodiversity Garden. A polytunnel
and raised beds were installed. The students
were educated aboutommunity, gardening, the
environment, biodiversity anthany other life
skills.

Progress on the Harbour to Headwater Project
was also made, which will map the Avoca River
Catchment from Glenmalure to Arklow and install
educational panels of aqua life of the river and
the wildlife on the riverbank with a view to linking
to an educational website. This project will be a
great base for the starting of future projects to
promote our wonderful waterways.
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Following a successful application to The Heritage

(i 2 dzNJCauvicil,m NlkagukRed Sulvéy & Réhges/atianLJS R

Report of The Goods Store was carried out at
Arklow Railway Station.

The Town Team hope to work closely with Irish
Rail and Wicklow County Council to bring this
building back to use as a community space.

2 ¥ eoxznnn gl a
Community Enhancement Programme 2021 to
contribute to the painted playground project at
Yey 2 Ol (Tae proposidd groject will include
a Painted Playground and Colourful Court and will
really uplift and transform the space.

I a dzy

Arklow Municipal District was awarded
emnnccdup F2ft26Ay 3 |
submitted to The Department @€hildren,

Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
(DCEDIY) under the Capital Grant Scheme for Play
and Recreation.

The purpose of the scheme is to fund new play
and recreation facilities and/or the refurbishment
of existing play and recreation faddis. The
funding will be used to carry out refurbishment
works to the playground at Seaview Avenue.
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Arklow leads the way by installing the first pride
crossing in the Republic of Irelandrklow
Municipal District, Arklow TowTeam and its
Elected Members are very proud to show their
support for the members of the LGBTQ+

O2YYdzyAleé GKNRdAK (KS

crossing on Arklow Main Street.

This project will highlight to those passing
through the Main Streearea that the community
in Arklow and its environs is an inclusive one
where everyone is treated equally.

Arklow Municipal District is delighted to be
setting an example on a national level in this
regard and we hope that this project will lead the
way for other local authorities and communities
to follow.
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To mark UN International Day for Persons with
Disabilities, The 19 Arches Bridge was lit up in
purple.

Facilitated the Arklow Christmas Festival
Ronnie Delany Commemorative Statue was

A yawugiled fdr DIynipiz2 @har@pion Ronnie D&ldR S

who won the 1500m in Melbourne in 1956 in
November.

AMD was also shortlisted for the LAMM Ireland
Community & Council Awards 202ivards for

the Arklow Courthous and Enterprise Hub in the
Best Local Authority Innovation for attracting

AYygoglrNR LygSaldySyaQ OF 4GS
AMD was also shortlisted for the LAMM Ireland
Community & Council Awards 20atvards for
INJtE2¢ 523 tFN] dzy RSNJI {
/[ FGS3A2NE QO

There are 5 active Tidy Town Committees in
Arklow MD¢ Arklow Aughrim, Clean up Aughrim,
Rathdrum, Avoca and Ballycoog.

Arklow Municipal District acknowledges that the
great effort by teams of volunteers around the
District who work hand in hand with Council staff.
This effort is reflected in the continued successes
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achieved in the IBAL and the Tidy Towns The Avonmore Link Bridge Project was
competitions. completed.

Arklow has taken fifth place out of 40 Irish towns Improvement works at Ballinaclash Junction
and cities in the final survey of 2021 by business completed.

group Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL) and is Irish Water commenced works on the Waste

W/t SEYSNI GKIY 9dzNELISIHY bARNINTE®MENt Plant.

Works undertaken in 2021 using central
Town Reopening Committee government funding in Arklow Municipal Dist
included the following:
The Town reopening committemntinued to

meet in 2021. There was approximately 8.5km of road
The following actions wereimplemented in improvement works carried out in 2021:
Arklow:

A new shop local poster has been designed for
the approach roads into the town to encourage
people to shop local and support their town. It
also promotes Free Weekend Parkingatt is
available in Arklow every Saturday and Sunday.
Stickers with the Arklow Shop Local Logo have
been distributed to the businesses to place in
their shop windows.

Twinning

Twinning helps to develop a better understanding ~ Safety Improvement Works:
of other nationalitiesand cultures. In addition to
educational, cultural and sporting exchanges,
partnerships with international communities have
led to lifelong friendships, to business exchanges
and commercial opportunities.

Arklow Town is twinned with two towns:

/| KNGS dzR dzy
l oSNEatGgeltGKzE 21 fSa

Arklow Municipal District continues to support
the Twinning Committees.

Infrastructure Projects within Arklow Municipal
District

Former National Roads:

Works have commenced on site for the Parade
Ground Public Realm Project.
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Additional works undertaken in Arklow Municipal
District during 2021 using funding from the

following:

Community Involvement Schemes:

. . . Climate Adaptation Funding:
Routine Maintenance (Surfagressing):

There was approximately 42km of road surfacing
works carried out in 2021.

Drainage Grant:

Other Infrastructure Projects within AMD

Part 8 planning secured for the proposed
development of a Community & Enterprise
/ SYGNB Fd {Gd w2aSLKQaxZ
siteadjacenti 2 { G ® { | QA2 dz2NRA&
Part 8 planning secured for the proposed
development in Redcross Villag®lain Street
Improvement Works

Public Realm Projects for 2021 included
Arklow Main Street Enhancement Scheme. New

planters with seats & bike parking tafied.
103
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Rathdrum Main Street Enhancement Scheme

New planters and seating installed.

Rathdrum Graveyard Entrance improvement
works

The Samuel Hayes Bridge, Rathdrum was officially
opened. The bridgereates a link from the

Jubilee Loop Walk to théivonmore Way.

Town & Village Renewal Scheme in Redcross

Rathdrum Main Street EnhancementScheme

Arklow Main Street Enhancement Scheme
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Aughrim
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BALTI NGWIMVAUNY CI| PAL Ann Marie Butler (Tinar_lel«yrea Office) _
DI STRI CT Eamonn Phelan (Blessington Area Office)

Denise Smith (Blessington Area Office)

Address:
Councillor Avril Cronin (FG) Civic folces )
Blessngton Business Park
Blessington
Co. Wicklow
W91 RTVO
Telephone No: 045- 891222
Email: baltinglassmd@wicklowcoco;ie
Website: www.wicklow.ie

/| 2dzy OAf £t 2NJ DSNNE hQbSAff O6Lb50O
Councillor Edward Timmins (FG)
Councillor Vincent BlakgG)
Councillor Patsy Glennon (FF)

Councillor John Mullen (FF)

Address: Council Offices
Coolruss

Tinahely

Co. Wicklow

Breege Kilkenny Y14 AY19
Telephone No 0402- 38174

Email: baltinglassmd@wicklowcoco;ie

Patrick B
atrick syrne Website: www.wicklow.ie

Dermot Graham

Monthly Meetings are held at 10.30 a.m. on the
Liam Cullen fourth Monday of each month (third Monday if

the fourth Monday is a public holiday) at 10.30

a.m.¢ no meeting in August. Meetings are adly
Denis Jones held in Civic Offices in Blessington. The schedule

of meetings is approved at each Annual

Meeting. Due to the effects of the Cowvid9

pandemic and the requirement for social
Geraldine Jordan (Tinahely Area Office) distancing a number of Baltinglass Municipal

Andrea Connolly (Blessington Area Office) District meetings in 2021 wetteeld by zoom and
also in local community centres around the

Municipal District.
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Baltinglass Municipal District includes the towns
of Baltinglass, Blessington, Carnew and the
villages ofCoolboyDunlavin, Donard,
Knockananna, Tinahely, Manor Kilbride and
Shillelagh.The population of the Municipal

District is 25,267 (18%pBaltinglass Municipal
District covers 45% (352 square miles) of the area

2F 2A01ft26 YR nm: 6dno

roads.

Baltinglass Municipal District has two Area Offices
in Blessington and TinahefyPublic Counters are
open to the Public from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
and from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., Monday to
Friday. The Motor Tax Office is open in
Blessington Civic Gées on Tuesdays from 9.30
a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and from 2.00 p.m. to 3.30
p.m. and provides a valuable service to the local
area.

Community Cultural and Social Development
Councillor Vincent Blake

Transportation Water ané&nvironmental Services
¢ Councillor Vincent Blake

Planning Development and Environmeng

| 2dzy OAf £ 2NJ DSNNE hQbSAft

Timmins, Councillor Patsy Glennon

Economic Development and Enterprise Supmort
Councillor Avril Cronin

Wicklow CountyCouncil Access and Inclusion
Committee¢ Councillor John Mullen

The regular functions that the District provided
included local authority housing maintenance and
repair, road maintenance and improvement,
street cleaning, outdoor maintenance and grass
cutting, drain clearing, maintenance of burial
grounds, school traffic warden services, public
convenience maintenance and maintenance of
playgrounds.
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Wicklow County Council was allocated additional
funding by the Department of Transport, Tourism
and Sport tovards the development of the
Blessington Greenway. Baltinglass Municipal
District is looking forward to working with the
different sections of Wicklow County Council to
bring this exciting project to fruition.

Members of staff continued to work with Tidy
Towns groups in the DistricThe efforts of the
mary yolugteers whose haédzwggyzﬁﬂg ¢gdication
was reflected in the success of local villages and
towns in the Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL)
and the Wicklow County Council Tidy Towns,
Estates and Emonmental Awards.

Estate Development Grants were awarded to
eighteen successful Residents Associations to
help in the upkeep of the green areas of the
various Wicklow County Council housing estates
throughout the District.

The Elected Members of Baltjlass Municipal
District provided Discretionary Funding to
various projects:

Footpath Works:

Reconstruction/renewal of defective footpaths at
Edward\BtReet BaftinighdsS wds tompléte®iR2D21N

Reconstruction and provision of a new footpath
at Burgag Blessington was completed2021.

Funding has been secured to provide a new
footpath at Red Lane footpath Blessington, on
L4371 linking Blessington with Blessington
Educate Together National School. The first phase
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of this project has been completed and phase 2
will commence in 2022.

Reconstruction/renewal of defective footpaths at
Shillelagh Road, @®w commenced in
December 2021

Reconstruction/renewal of defective footpaths at
YSt f & Q& hely kdminénhcedt ik YDecember
2021

Reconstruction/renewal of defective footpaths at
Rathdangan Road, Talbatstn commenced in
December 2021

Drainage works at N81 Hempstown, Blessington

Drainage works at L8285 Grangecon Park to

Rathtoole.
Drainage works at-143655 Ballyknockan
Drainage works at R748 Kilcavan Lower

LED pgrades on the N81 at Hollywoaashd Lamb
junction Kilbride

Works commenced on site in MiBeptember
2019 at N81 Knockroe Bend Realignment

Scheme. The Realignment Scheme involves the
upgrade of the N81 National Secondary Road at

Knockroe Bend over approximately 1 kilometre.
The scheme has been prepared to improead
standards, to implement an improvement in the
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road safety performance of this section of the
N81 and redce the occurrence of collisisn
byrealigning and widening the road at this
location. This Project is now fullgompleted and
open to traffic.

TIl have provided funding for surfacing works on
two locations along the N81 at SiteHollywoa
Lower and Site 2 Ballinacrow Upper to
Saundersgrove. This scheme was completed in
July 2021.

An annual cleatup of the N81 National road from
South Dublin County Boundary at Brittas, to
Carlow County Boundary South of Baltinglass
commenced on Monday the 19th July 2021 and
was completed in August 2021. The works csinsi
of grass cutting, litter removal and drainage
rehabilitation.

WCC have looked for TIl approval / funding for a
number of minor drainage and surfacing works on
the N81 in 2021. A drainage scheme at
Hempstown and minor surfawg repairs on Main
Street Blessington has been approved for this
year. These schemes were completed in
September 2021.

The 3 year road programme is in place for years
2019¢ 2021 inclusive.The annual Wicklow
County Council allocation from the department
for Rl Works has been received and the final
allocation for the Baltinglass Municipal District is
€ H 2 H n ¢ ZTinecBrtidgtassMunicipal District
allocation will be divided equally between the
Blessington Area and Tinahely Area (i.e.
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Theprocurement process is complete and
contact is awarded. Works have commenced and
were completed during the month of July.

Road Scheme Location| Schedule
Number
R747 Knockanreagh Completed
July 2021
L8381 | Ballyfolan Road [ Completed
July 2021
L4371 | Threecastles tq Completed
Kilbride Road July 2021
L8324 Banninclea tg Completed
Knockanarrigan | July 2021
Road
L8316 | Cowpasture Road Completed
June 2021
L8339 | Merginstown Completed
Road June 2021
L8341 | Dragoon hill tol Completed
Conlar® Hill Road July2021
L8333 | Conlaf®® Hill to| Completed
Donard Road July 2021

aa
K

The majority of works have been completed. The
remaining schemes will be completed in
December 2021.

Road Scheme Locatior| Schedule
Number
R747 Ballytore Road| December
Baltinglass 2021
L7632 Kilcarney Road | Completed
13" Oct
2021
L7758 Donard Road| Completed
Knockananna 17th Sept
2021

Ay BLI?§ |[ITiskBdck |R6dg| Completed
St e ! NB|Kitegan 218 Sept
2021
L3230 Deerpark to] Completed
Tomacork Road 24"  Sept
Shillelagh 2021
L7248 Kilquiggan tq Completed
Laragh  Road 15" Oct
Tinahely 2021
L7206 Whitefields Completed
Road, Tinahely | 10th Sept
2021

The annual Wicklow County Council allocation
from the department for RM works has been
received and the final allocation for the

. FfdAy3tlaa adzyA OALFhe 5
Baltinglass Municipal District allocation will be
divided equally between the Blessington Area and
CAYlFKSt& | NBI foo BlesSngton € v
I NB | FYR emMmyyImdonodnn
Wicklow County Council Roads crews across the
Baltinglass Municipal District have completed
preparatory works. Works were completed by the
end of July 2021.

Blessington Area RM (Surface Dress8a)emes

Road Scheme Location Schedule
Number
R759 Sally Gap Road | Completed
July 2021
L8362 Tulfarris Road Completed
July 2021
L8365 Boystown Road | Completed
July 2021
L4321 Donoughmore | Completed
Road July 2021
L8316 Boherboy to] Completed
Annalecky Road | July 2021
L8336 Dunlavin to| Completed
Mullycagh Uppel July 2021
Road
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YR w2dzyRFo2dzi 2y GKS |
¢KS LINPLI2ASR NRdzGS |t A3
NEIFR GKNRBdAK I O2NNAR2N
Road Scheme Locatiol| Schedule GKSY LXIFYyyAy3d ¢l & 3IANFy
Number . fSaaAay3aiazy &SI Ww2NESRL Ui K&
R749 Coolruss, Completed LRNIA2Y 2F fFYyR Aad y2¢
Tinahely 29" July 2 X01t206 [ 2dzyGe [ 2dzyOAf ¢
2021 NRPdziS A& t20FG4SR 2y DNB
R749 Barton  Street| Completed LG a K2 dz R 68 y2u0SR GKI
Tinahely 29" July a50GA2y 2F NBFR fASa 44
2021 YAt RFNB [/ 2dzyuaeée [ 2dzy OAf
L3253 | Knockeen Road| Completed / 2dzy OAt KIF @S SyYdSNBR Ay
o July G2 {SOGA2y ypomb 2F GKS
2021 HnnMm LINRGARAY3I F2N uKS
L7227 Coolattin to| Completed
Carnew Road | 19" July
2021
13260 g?:l’gffgown 0 fgﬂfn p'etejduly J2yadd GFyda FLILRAYISR.
¢2LJ23INI LIKAOI f adzNse 02
Crossroads 2021 - = C x A X %A x
L3134 Ballinglen to| Completed 02t 23ROk f, Faasa a'YsyAuAa’ (
Ballycumber ogh July I Nb 2 NJ§ O dzt u (EIZNJ', f 0 ¢CNBSvU
2021 DNRdzyR Ly@Sadrdtirzy o2
0S ' LILIZ2 AY USSR
. 20K YAfTRINB /2dzyiGe [/ 2d
O2yadz 6§ERF NEVSWEMI LINR 2SC
RSYGAFASR

¢KS LyySNJ wStAST NRBIR A qu‘f,gég \H'}\]f“?Rﬁ’
RA&GNRGdzi2NJ NBF RZ 6 KA OK 'I%AUOZAfI;INJEé MRS
26y OSWIANBQ WORRY | y3§s Bl {0 Yo B 0 B
IRl OSyid G2 GKS SEA&lGAY 2 2I-.<%éu.¢2 <
(KS y2NIK 3AARSA§E HBKSGd y

a2dziK 2F GKS G2¢y OSYGN 2

OdzWXB . £ SaaAy3daya [(201F OR

0KS O2YLX SGA2y 2F GKS A

¢2 RIFIGS>Y GKA& NRIFIR A& O

w2lFR YR GKS . fSaaAay3aaz

2dzy QALY & A0S GKS al E2f

0SU06SSYy GUKS bywm azdzik 27,

YAEYLEdY w2tR FyR sta RE

ydzZYoSNJ 2¥ LINRA QLGS Régélef\l

INF yGSR LISNYAa&AZY 08 24

¢KS &480GA2y 2F NBIR (2

0SG6SSy GKS NRdzyRI 0 2 dzi %
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hy GKS LINBYAAS GKFEG Fy DSiEw A& Sy 20 2NEJSdzA NE R

F2tft26Ay3 GKS 9L!w aONBSyAy3ds (GKS 1Se& RIFIGSa G2

O2y aiNHzOGA2Yy | NB 2dzif Ay DetailedIlésgry 00 Sad OF &S

a0SYFNR2O Further engage with the public, local community
groups and all stakeholders on the progression of

QY R-tHfHI YYAY 3 «k [ 2YLIzf a2 NihispgrofsMO K| &S h NRSNJ Ay

LJt 3 oS Start procurement of specialists for tree felling,

aAR-{niol NIIi 02 y a i NHzO G A 2 y bridges, lakeshore protection measures

aAR (2-/%2yVYRJInSGS O2y ad NHzO Appd@nytdam to manage the construction
Prepare HSE Building for office for site team
Arrange for Ecologist, Arborist, Archaeologist who
will work as part of teanto ensure works are
carried out in accordance with planning

2 x01t296 |/ 2dzyl‘j‘é / 2 dzy OA € rd@cameet%m )\ySR t I NIy

LIt I yY Ay 3 LISNXY¥A&daAzy (G2 O y AEPNBZOGOr hlespNB Sy g I @

I NPdzy R KS I ¢&%502HS. 2Paairyaqazyo

g2NYBNKS LIN22SO0 ¢l a OKIYyFSR RdzZNAy3 GKS

LINE OS&a 2F NREWHRINRRSWIUATAOIGAZ2Y @ o
OKIFy3Sa G(NARINBNERBIKS ySIpapahyaizy Kra oSSy 6
SYOANRY Y S iyIRS NHJ LY N&iRRA GeFudiig under the Rural Regeneration

KIa SR (2 GKS LINR2SOG NBvelapmem Rl (RRDAhjs will he yskd for a
L FyYyAYy 3 &dzoYAaaAagyydz maprgegengatidn of Blgssingyen Tgwn Centre

20dzySyda FNB 3I2Ay3 {KNPPOAIIG@EGROBCISF Ay £ NBOASsa
FYyR Al A& LXLFyYyySR (2 2 Rbedundng wgs annaises HGodnumantas v
¢KS H0KSYS NHzya (K2dzak o NIt 12FRE ey Op Vi LS AENS
I ANBSYSyid 6Aaff 0S5 Ay L} Haodnarkrgagneptosprofedxindwad | y R
flyRdE ySSRSRO® communities across the country.
It will be utilised for the regeneratioof
Blessington Town Centre, the development of
plans for public realm works, the redevelopment
[ 2R3S tfyyxg3a!s5a0d&y Ny e oherelicgarongsty to create an eHub and a
H H Visitor Centre for the forthcoming Blessington
t SNA2R T2NJ adzoYAaarzya GekeseGreeg®p wH
hNJ} £ KSENAY3IS AT NBI dzi NS Rsstrategi¢ fjygding @long with the planned
.t 580AaA2y «k tftlyyay3 cawigtiomolteSRssiagior InngnRelief Road
lye +FYSYRYSylGak Yz2RATAOLagdine {oadingfyr the Blgsgingien fakes
Ayiz &a0KSYS Wdzy S HH eGreenwgy will help achieve Wicklow County
t NEOSSR gAlGK RSGFAf SR RS &3O Afe@Nwsigh-pory/gssingtegtandy y A -
LINE OS5 3 enhance the Blessington as a place to visit.
hy GKS RFEGS GKFG L FYYyAy3a Aa O2yFANXNSR NBIFRe
F LI AY G a8 @K NICINSENEFRE Ay 3
.NARISAT 1S aK2NB NBOFHAWAY deckld NHzO G dzNB a
{GF NI O2yaiGNHz2OGA2Y Wdzf & HH
g 2yaiGNHzOGA2y o6& RANBOG L062dz2N) a2 Al @3S o Yz2yiliKa
2y O2YyGN)I OG2NJ LINPOdzZNBYSyYy (o
IR 02y auNlzOuAzy 5SO0 HO ¢ Gay3tlraa a5 NBOSAOSR

NTA Additional Outdoor Infrastructure measure
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fund, in June 2021. This funding has been used to
pedestrianise a large area in the town square
which is now open to the public. The works
completedconsists of the following:

paving a large area of the square
provision of public lighting in the square
back light of the monument

age friendly seating

planters
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Baltinglass MD applied for and received Outdoor
Litter Infrastructure funding in September 2021,
the amount received for the District was 25k. As a
result of being allocated this funding we have
purchased six Big Belly Bins for the District. The
locations for the new bins are two for

Blessington, two for Battglass and two for
Carnew. These bins will be delivered and installed
in early December
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Two new Bus shelters have been erected in
Baltinglass on the N81 road.

Operation Impact, Project safe took place within
the Baltinglass District and bordering Districts
from the 3%- 10th December 2021The aim was

to make roads safer in the lead up to the
Christmas Period. The focus of this campaign was
lifesaver offences including speeding, not wearing
seat belts, mobile pbne usage and driving under
intoxicants.The overall objective was to reduce
the number of collisions, save lives and reduce
injuries on our roads.

Bdtinglass Municipal District worked on this
campaign in conjunction with An Garda Siochana
in Baltinglas®istrict, with the aim to reduce the
number of offences on our roads and to raise
awareness of the importance of staying safe this
Christmas. As part of this campaign Baltinglass
Municipal District sponsored two VMS signs

which displayed road safety meggs to all road
users. These signs were in place in Baltinglass and
Carnew from the % to the 10" December

New pedestrian crossing in Hollywood

Upgrade of disaleld parking bays in Blessington

New village signs for Hollywood

Installation of DriveFeedback Signs in Dunlavin

New village signs for Shillelagh

New village signs for Tinahely

New village signs for Carnew
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Installation of Driver Feedback Signs in
Talbotstown

Construction of new Car park at Askinagap GAA
Club under the CLAR programme

Construction of new Car park at Knockananna
Playground under the CLAR programme

Construction of new Footpath and Car park at
Knockananna Community Hall under the CLAR
programme

Safety Improvement works on Wicklow and Sally
Gap roadgline markings)

Contributory funding for Christmas Lights was
provided to a number of community groups
around the Baltinglass Municipal District. The aim
of the scheme is to support the excellent work
being done around the Municipal by community
groups.

Baltinglass Municipal District works closely with
Blessington Town Team to make Blessington a
better place to work, shop, socialise and live in.
The Town Team has six key working groups as
follows;

Tidy Towns and Public Realm
Planning and Infrastructure
Business

Tourism

Culture and Heritage

Projects

In 2019 Future Analytics were commissioned to
undertake a Blessington Town Health Check
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Phase 2 to inform future community and socio
economic planning and development in the town.
This Health Check has now been signed off on by
Blessington Town Team and the focus is on
implementation of the recommendations
contained in the report.

Baltinglass Municipal District is a member of the
Blessington Access Group and is working with all
members on the implementation of the
Blessington Street Route Accessibility Audit which
was completed by Universal Access. Due to the
impact of Covid19 and associat restrictions
implementation of the actions contained in the
Health Check and the Access study were delayed
and will be a priority for 2021.

A Blessington Cowtl9 Community Response
Group was set up assub group of the Town
Team. Members of the group consist of
representatives from Wicklow County Council,
Garda Siochana, First Responders, Fire Service,
HSE, Business Network and Blessington and
District Forum.

Getting accurate and timely informatiayut to

the community especially the most vulnerable
across Blessington and surrounding area was
seen as vital and therefore the first actions of the
group were the following

Setting up a Facebook page for Blessington Town
Team
Establishing a Twitter Accou

5SSt 2LIYSyd 2F Wl Stt2 b

5SaA3dy YR RA&AGONRAROdziIAZY
bSAIKoOo2dzNR OF YLI ATy GAl
people

55aA3dy YR RA&AGOGNROdziIAZY

The posters were put up in public buildings and
busiresses around the town and at entrances to
all estates. It was decided to call the community
AdzLILR2 NI AYAGALF GAGS a4l St
would provide support in their local area. We
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wanted everyone to know that they have a
community around them thais willing to help
and that no person or family is alone at this
uncertain time.

It was decided that the Group would focus on the
following activities:

Coordination of the activities of various local
bodies responding to the needs of the community
during the Coviel9 crisis.

Local dissemination of national information in
relation to dealing with the crisis.

Dissemination of reliable local information.

Acting as the local Blessington district contact
point for the Wicklow Community Call Centre and
for the Wicklow Branch of Volunteering Ireland
Creation of a list of previously Garda vetted Covid
volunteers and their allocation to selected areas
throughout the district.

Identifying potentially vulnerable persons and
including their details in the list aintained by

the Garda Siochana Community Unit.

Providing a variety of supports directly to
individual vulnerable persons principally through

I ySGg2N]
bSAIKO62dzZND OF YLI ATy @

Ly GKS Wl Stf?2
undertook to identify any potentially vulnerable
persons in their zone. These were then directly
offered personal assistance by their local
volunteer for matters such as shopping, medicine
collection or just a friendly word. This initiative
was hugely effectiy and particularly well

received by the community. Apart from the
extensive practical assistance provided over the
following weeks and months the Group received
several messages from people indicating that
while they did not require this service they found
it very reassuring to know that it was there if they
did.
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Following the easing of restrictions the
Blessington Reopening Committee was
established.

In order to support local businesses and service
providers a campaign was run to encourage
people to spend/support locally.

Baltinglass Municipal District was delighted to
support the West Wicklow Festival which held a
number of concerts online this year due to the
pandemic and brought a wide range of world
class artists to an online audience across
Wicklow.

Baltinglass Munipial District continued it support
for the Coollattin Canadian Connection which
continues to develop the relationship between
Wicklow and Canada.

Baltinglass Municipal District was delighted to
ddzLIL2 NI 0 KS & K®fedivalgTheé
festival bok place on the 19 September 2021
Baltin%ass Municipal District was delighted to

Slljp}{o C%n%{ﬂ%u%%alssgcfet?. This festival took

place on the 1% November 2021.

bSAIKOo2dzND OF YLI A3y SI OK @2ftdzyd$S

Project involved the placemeiff kerbing

planters and paving slabs to pedestrianize part of
Main Square BlessingtorGive priority to
pedestrians and cyclists in a public space. Provide
age friendly seating and bike parking to
encourage walking and cyd). Upgrade lighting
and provide link to public transport at existing

bus stops.

Reconstruction/renewal of defective footpaths at
Edward Street Baltinglass was completed in 2021.
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Reconstruction and provn of a new footpath
at Burg@e Blessington was completed2021.

Red Lane footpath Blessington

Funding has been secured to provide a new
footpath at Red Lane footpath Blessington, on
L4371 linking Blessington with Blessington
Educate Together Nation&ichool. The first phase
of this project has been completed and phase 2
will commence in 2022.

Extra funding has been secured for safety works
in Kilbride at St. Brig PrimarySchool, Manor
Kilbride, including footpaths and appropriate set
down area. This project started in late 2021 and
will be completed in early 2022.

Provision of cycle facilities at Blessington Main St
to Deerpark and Ol8allymore Road is planned
for 2022. A layout design and design consultant
will be in place in 2021.

Installation of electric vehicle charge points
(EVCPSs) in the Blessington area

Wicklow County Council hasstalled eletric
vehicle charge points (EVCPs) in the Blessington
area in early 2021. The proposed EV Charge
Pointsarelocated at Blessington Main Street

the Square Blessington aiadl Wicklow County
Council Area

Office.
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Climate Actiorfunding has been provided for
protection measures for the road at Raheenglass,
Coolboy (Aughrim to Carnew Road) which was
vulnerable to collapse and slippage due to the
KAIK @2fdzyS 2F 1 DxQa dzaiAy3a (GKS NRIR O2dzlJf SR gA
limited space between the road edgedan
existing watercourseWorks were ceied out

using a timber post &ail system to stabilise the
roadside embankment with fill material retained
using mesh. Planting will be undertaken during
2022 to encourage root formation to establish
long term stdility. Interest has been expressed

by neighbouring authorities in utilising this
system for similar works.
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BRAY MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Councillor Anne Ferr{&AB) (until June 2021)
Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy (FG) (from June
2021)

Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy (FG) (until June
2021)
Councillor Erika Doyle (GP) (from June 2021)

Councillor Joe Behan (IND)
CouncillorMelanie Corrigan (FG)
Councillor Erika Doyle (GP) (From Feb 2020)
Councillor Anne Ferris (LAB)
Councillor Aoife Flynn Kennedy (FG)
Councillor Grace McManus (SF)

| 2dzy OAf £ 2NJ 5SN¥20
| 2dzy OAf f 2 NJ w2 NB

Lorraine Gallagher

Liam Bourke

Stephen Fox

Conor Carty
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David Forde

Dominic Gillian

Address: CivicOffices
Main Street

Bray

Co Wicklow
Telephone No: 012744900
Fax No: 01 2860930
Email: braymd@wicklowcoco.ie
Population: 32,600

Bray Municipal District covers 180km of roads in
County Wicklow.

The offices of the Municipal District are situated
on Bray Main Street, Civic Centre.

h Q. Na Jhe offiqescage open 10ani2pm and 2pm 3pm
hQ/ 2y y 2 \Moglayfod-fiday (excbank holidays). The

motor tax office is open TuesThurs 10am
12pm and 2pm 3pm. Due to Covid restrictions
these hours are subject to change.

The members of Bray Municipal District hold their
district meetings on the first Tuesday of each
month at 6.30pm with the exception of August
when there is no meeting. The schedule of
meetings is approved at each Annual Meeting.

Road Name| Length| Comment
and/or of

Townland | Work

Name (m)
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Glaskenny | 927 Road recycling unsuccessful in obtaining Climate Actiomding.
Road works completed The following is current status of works that had
Monastery | 393 | Ralumac base and been planned for this year
Grove, surface course
Enniskerry completed Location of Drainage Work§ Comment
1161 | Structural Overlay
Red Lane, and surface dressin L5008 Killegar Lane: Upgrag
Kilmurray completed. of defective drains 80% compete
1116 | Structural overlay
Waterfall and patch repairs R117, The Scalp Drainagg Completed
Road Crone completed.
Bray 967 Works complete R760 Ballybawn Cottages:
Southern Outfall improvement, To do
Cross
2408 | Structural overlay R755 Calary Upper Drainag
with surface Improvements To do
dressing and road
Onagh Roaq recycling completed L1011 Glencree Road, Cloo
Blackstick | 546 Road recycling Culvert Restoration Completed
Lane works completed
161 Reconstruction of L1013 Waterfall Road: Pipin
concrete road. a roadside ditch Completed
Convent Contractor
Avenue appointed L5014, Glasskenny: piping
151 Structural overlay roadside ditch In progress
Little and surface dressin|
Newtown completed
Upper 722 To be surface
Dargle Roag dressed
Waterfall 4339 | Surface dressing
Road completed Anti-Skid specialist surfacing has been completed.
Killarney 656 To be surface Safety Improvement funding had been allocated
Road, Bray dressed to Powerscourt National School to flashing amber
Tinnahinch | 1026 | Surface Dressing school warning signs at the approaches on the
Road completed Cookstown Road. Installation of the units has

recently been completed.

Essential drainage works have been funded from

Road maintenance. The associated costs may
impact on thedelivery of planned drainage works
still to do in the table below.

Seafront Plaza

Works havenow been substantially

completed

¢tKS O2yFANNYSR Fdzy RAy 3
drainage works is less than required for all of the
drainage issues identified. The Bray MD was also

2 7

FBray DART interchanger o Ny L3t |y

A design review meeting has taken place
between the key stakeholders to finalise

)
w»
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some detailing and resolve interface issue
Planning permission has been granted to
demolish two buildings on thadjacent Irish
Rail car park and it is proposed that this si
will be included as the compound for the
interchange works. It is also proposed tha
the station forecourt will be taken in charg
as a public road by the council.

Killarney Road & Vevay Ro@sicle
Schemes

A review meeting between the designers
and the council has taken place that
examined our feedback on the amended
draft design. Some further amendments
have been agreed but other issues are stil
being examined.

Bray Bridge footbridgesnd tie ins

Scheme provides separate parallel bridge
for pedestrian. A review of options report
has recommended the extra space on the
bridge be given to a southbound bus lane,
However, how best to address conflicts fo
southbound cyclists has not ybeen
determined. Widening of Seapoint Road,
which would have provided for a wider pal
and an east bound cycle lane, has been
omitted from the scheme.

Swan River Park

Scheme provides a linear park with
improved pedestrian and cycle permeabilli
from Boghall Road to the Killarney Road
with active travel linkages between the
estates. Route options have been reviewe
following an ecological assessment. A
presentation on the scheme and the publi
engagement process is proposed for the
October meeting.

Southern Cross Road VRU Improvements

Scheme aims to bring the road in line with

DMURS with ne cycle track, improved
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pedestrian facilities and extended bus lang
Theoutline of two scheme options hdsen
presented. The council preference is for a
two way cycle track along the northern sid
of the road with appropriate linkages to tht¢
south and extended bus lanes, while the
NTA favour a mostly oreay track on each
side of the road.

Convent Avenuea Vevay Crescent
Permeability Scheme

Scheme aims to provide a pedestrian and
cycle link from east Bray to schools on
Convent Road and open up parkland as
public amenity. A new topographical surve
was carried out and a revised draft plan of
route through the Sans Souci Wood has
been prepared by the council. Engagemet
with the Convent to agree access is on

going.

Kilmacanogue to Bray Retail Park Greenw

Scheme aims to remove pedestrians and
cyclists off the N11. Gl has been carried o
and Pat 8 is being prepared.

2021 Covid Programme

ATV and maintenance machinery for the
Cliff Walk have been delivered. Tender fo
cycle track at the Deerpark Road linking
between the Boghall Road and the new
shopping centre is being discussed with
localresidents and design and tenders wil
be prepared

2021 Active Travel

Tender for public lighting at Ballywaltrim
Park to be issued shortly. Design for the
Peoples Park lighting is still under review.
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All the main construction work associated with
the Shell and Core are near completion. All
scaffolding on the Main Street has been removed
and any remaining minute scaffolding remaining
on site will be removed shortly. Practical
completion is scheduledf the end of January
2022

Heads of terms have gone out to several new
retail and leisure tenants. To date, there is
excellentinterest from a number of operators for
the smaller retail units. Overall, the {ap
campaign is moving extremely positively.
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County Parking Office

Paid parking is in operation in Bray, Greystones,
Arklow and Wicklow Towns. Apcoa Parking
Ireland Ltd were awarded the contract for the
provision of Managed Car Parking Services for
Bray, Greystones, Arklow and Wicklow Town and
this contract has been fullgperational since June
2019. Bray Municipal District is responsible for
the back office administration for parking
countywide.

Cdzy RAy3a 2F etrdmnyY 61 a
Harbour Area Integrated Regeneration Project
from the Urban Regeneration and Development
Fund (URDF) in March 2021.

The harbour, its piers and adjacent lands are a
major asset for Bray and this funding wiltilaate

an integrated scheme to develop the harbour and
associated public realm works to provide a vibrant
waterfront area with excellent connectivity
between the promenade, the town centre, the
Dublin Road area and beyond.
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The works will include:

Revew potential for harbour wall extension,
dredging of the waterbody

Amenity and Public Realm: Extend amenity areas,
improve street lighting, paving, parking, cycle
provision and sporting facilities

Promenade Board Walk linking the Promenade
with the harbou

Relocation of boat storage to the north of the
harbour.

RPS Ltavasappointed to appraise and develop a
masterplan for the on shore elements of Bray
Harbour following their report on the Bray
Harbour Improvements Feasibility Study. This
work is essenal to provide clarity to the overall
directionof the Bray Harbour Improvements
before progressing to detailed design. Additionally
RPS have been asked to explore an option that
does not necessitate relocating existing occupiers
but aims to gain space fone public realm and

new activities by a combination of reduced
parking provision and land reclamation. A draft
masterplan is to be presented to the Members in
January 2022.

The Part 8 planning approval was obtained at the
June meeting. A conservation architect was
engaged and has identified structural issues with
the retaining walls surrounding the town clock
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monument. A proposal to address this will be
determined before a aatract for the substantial
paving works can be prepared. Structural
investigations are planned. It is intended that
ancillary works, particularly marking the general
layout of the paving around the Square, and at
the Community Garden will proceed with the
available funding becomes available.

Wicklow County Council was awarded a
AAIAYATFAOLYG 3INIT YL 2F ¢
from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht Sport and Media for the development
of a highquality arts and culture performance
space at Bray Seafront.

The perbrmance space, which will be located at
the north end of the Bray Esplanade will link the
public realm to the arts and culture directly with
potential audiences and will include:

A tented canopy structure providing cover for
performing artists

It will be equipped with sound and lighting
equipment

Have a backdrop to the rear of the stage area
Treated hardwood timber seating.

An encircling pedestrian access pathway to frame
the space and connecting it to the existing main
seafront footpaths and promenadat either side

is proposed.

Work will now begin on the preparation of
architectural drawings to facilitatpublic

consultation and engagement and the
procurement process.Work is expected to be
completed in late 2022.
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Boardwalkinstalled for summer season

Seafront Plaza works completed

New bike shelteg Bog Meadow Carpark
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