BLESSINGTON LOCAL AREA PLAN

Blessington Town Team welcomes this opportunity to make a submission to
Wicklow County Council as part of the consultation process on thie /
Plan (LLAP) under Section 20 of the Planning and De]

BLESSSINGTON TOWN TEAM

Blessington Town Team aims to make Blessington a better place to work, sho]
socialise and live in. It is representative of two key “pitars””

The Community pillar includes representatives of Blesssington and District
Forum, Tidy Towns, Business and Tourism Interests. The Public Sector pillax
includes the Baltinglass Municipal District Local Councillors and Wicklow
County Council Officials along with representatives from An Garda Siochana
and the Eduction Sector.

TOWN HEALTH CHECK

The Town Team’s first major project was the udertaking of a Town Health
Check. Using the expertise of Future Analytics Consulting, local organisations,
business associations and community members were consulted and the data
obtained from this and other research provided the foundations for the
formulation of a series of recomendations for the future development of
Blessington.

TOWN CENTRE FIRST PLAN

Last year Blessington - the fifth largest town in Wicklow - was selected as one of
26 towns throughout the country to develop a Town Centre First (TCF) Plan.
Town Centre First is the Government’s policy strategy to support the
rejuvenation of Irish rural town centres and halt their decline, The Study Area
for Blessington’s TCF Plan comprises the town centre along Main Street (N81), a
section of Kilbride Road and New Town Square. A team of experts led by Land
Use Consultants also carried out extensive research and local consultations and
completed their work in recent months. They have provided us with an
enabling framework which gives us a solid blueprint for the town centre - one
which has been developed by the community, and which we understand will be
supported by Government.

LOCAL AREA PLAN SUBMISSION

Blessington Town Team now encloses copies of these thoroughly researched sets
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Heather Humphreys TD, Minister for Rural
and Community Development

Background

In December 2021, Blessington - the fifth
largest town in Wicklow - was selectad as one
of 26 tewns to develop a Town Centre First
(TCF) Plan. Town Centre First is the
Government's policy strategy to support the
rejuvenaticn of Irish rural town rentres and
halt their decline,

The inftiative is a key part of Our Ruraf Future —
the Government's ambitious five-year strategy
designed to reimagine and revitalise Rural
Irefand and is backed up by the Town Centre
First Policy, a co-crdinated, whole-of-
government approach to regenerate and
revitalise [rish towns and villages.

Blassington TCF Study Area

Study Area

The Study Area for Blessington's TCF Plan
comprises the town centre as defined by
Wicklow County Council {(WCC) and shown on
the accompanying layout.

The town centre comprises development
along Main Street (N81), sactions of Kilbride
Road and Newtown Square. Development
along Main Street and Kilbride Street is more
historic in character, reflected in the
Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)
designation, whilst areas in tha north west of
the town centre have developed during the
last 15 - 20 years. Blessington Lake lies outside
of the study area to the south east,

Stratagic direction which ensures compact
and sustainable growth is a key consideration
of the TCF Plan.
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Location Blessington

Primary Vehicie Routes
Blessington Is located approximately 27 km Loca) Vehicle Roules
south of Dublin and is situated on the national Rus Stops §
primary road N-81 which connects Dublin to Watercourses & Walersadies ¢
Tullow. It is wicklow's fifth largest town, !
located within 10km of Naas in the north west o
and Tallaght, 17km to the north east. ampros. 17km

&

In terms of public transport, Blessington is “ &
2SS

£ t‘
served by the following bus services and apps, 16 &  Duble @

routes: *‘ spprox, ERet

+ 65 operated by Dublin Bus Ra1g ®

» 884 operated by TFI ;

« 132 aperated by Bus Eireann

. 183 operated by TR, O R
There is no railway service available in &
Blessington, however, historically a steam
tramway aperated between Dublin and e R S3m
Blessington between 18388 & 1932,

Blessington is 223m above sea level and
situated within the rolling landscape of the
Wicklow Mountains. The town nestles neatly
between the hills of Knockieran and Butterhill
to the west and the Glen Ding Wood and
Deerpark Hills to the east.

Blessington location

Blessington Lake (also known as Poulaphouca
Reservoir) is manmade, stretching 20 square
kilometres and fed by the River Liffey.

This site is a Special Protection Area (Site Code
004063) and home to the Greylag Goose. It
also provides a natura! boundary and feature
whilst limiting the urban sprawl and growth
eastwards.

The surrounding landscape predominantly
supports agricultural activity and grazing
livestock with a pattern of small and medium-
sized fields bounded by hedgerows and some

mature tree belts. s

&
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Structure of the report

Approach

The TCF Policy sets out a staged methodology
for the production of a TCF Plan, which Is set
authbelow diagrammatically,

Defining the Place
Shapitg the pan ')rc.mu high-igvst
o5tectives

nt! SBkehoYder Engagement
A ra!lapcrahw process with the fown
‘Team and stakeha!ﬂas

Enabling the Place
[dentifyi FE

Report Structure

The TCF Plan is sat out in two parts in order to
promote better wayfinding and ease of use,

Part One sets the scene for the Blessington
TCF Plan and contains all baseline information
relating to Stage 1 of the TCF Plan
methodology, Understanding the Place.

Information includes:
« Background to Tewn Centre First Policy
+ Mational, regional and focal planning
policy
+ An overview of public consultation and
how it has impacted the development of
the Flan,
= Two phases of the Collaborative Town
Centre Health Check (CTCHC) produced in
2019 and 2020 respectively (document
appendices).
Useful updates to information from the
2020 Health Check, to better inform the
TCF Plan.

Part Two is the TCF Action Plan which
contains all information relating to Stages 2
and 3 of the TCF Plan methodology, Defining
the Place and Enabling the Place, It is the key
visoning output document to be utillsed hy
WCC, local landowners and developers,
businesses and community groups as a
blueprint for the town's development.

Part 2 content comprises:
« Blessington's Town Centre First Vision,
themes and objectives
« Long list of Identified Opportunities
+ Opportunity Overview Plan
+ Afocus on each shortlisted Opportunity
« Delivery Plan.

D4



Introduction

Town Centre First

Town Centre First (TCF) is the Government's
policy strategy aimed at supporting the
rejuvenation of Irish rural town centres and the
creation of town centras which "function as
viable, vibrant and attractive locations for
people to live, work and visit while also
funetioning as the service, social, cultural and
recreational hub for the local community”.

As a part of the national planning policy
guidance document entitled ‘Our Rural Future:
Rural Development Policy 2021-2025, the TCF
Policy Approach sets out a path for how rural
towns can adapt to the challenges they are
facing and utifise the tools available to them to
enhance and regenerate their towns. Phase
One of the Town Centre First - A Policy
Approach for lrish Towns programme, identifies
Blessington as a town for which a Town Centre
First Pian will be developed in 2023,

Designed as an ‘enabling framework’ TCF
facuses on tailored solutions, designed and
implemented by local communities, and
supported by both the local and national
government, The figure, seen below, illustrates
what the outcomes af a Town Centre First
strategy should be. The figure seen to the
right, demonstrates what makes a successful
town centre as determined by the policy
framework.

ATCF w  yShould

kt’_:‘rea a Town That Is:

The desired outcomes of the TCF plan making pracass.
source: The TCF Policy Framework

«

Th T¢ af ; eFir AR ‘es at
succe: i

4

« Are characterised by an attractive public realm (streets, spaces and parks) that is designed

to invite people to meet, mingle and dwell;

» Contain a variety of services/shops that provide employment opportunities, enable people

to shop locally and meet the needs of the local community;

« Pprovide a range of cultural, recreational and community spaces {that includes scope for
periodic events and festivals) that bring together community members and attract
visitors/tourists;

+ Contain a well maintained building stock that creates visual interest and animates streets
and spaces;

«+ Conserve, adapt and hightight historical buildings and streetscapes that provide the town
with a unigue identity;

« Are attractive vibrant places for enterprises to grow and develop;

» Arewell connected and accessible to sustainable modes of transport, enabling a high
propartion of journeys to be made by foot and/or bicycle from the immediate hinterland
{e.g. the "10 minute town’ concept);

+ Manage traffic within central areas so that sireets prioritise vulnerable users (pedestrians
and cyclists), enabling them to move about safely and in comfort;

» Provide a mix of housing typologies and tenures to cater for diverse communities in terms

of age, income and mability;

+ Utilise digital technology to enhance the experience of living and working in towns,
enabling greater choices in terms of location and lifestyle;

= Provide opportunities for the amenity, health and well-being of residents, workers and
visitors.

Qualities of successful places ldentified by the TCF Framework, Source: TCF Policy Framewark.

As set ot in the Town Centre First - A Policy Approach for Irish Towns document, the TCF Plan

Process outlines what National, Regional, Local Policy and Best Practice Guidelines the Plan should

be informed by, what the Plan will include in respect of Analysis and Appraisal of the town, the
objectives going forward for the town and the strategy and actions stemming from those

objectives, and how the Plan will be prepared and implemented by key personnel and enabled by

funding and investment into the detailed plans and projects.
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Each Town Centre First Plan will be
underpinned by a Town Centre Health Check, a
chata gathering exercise and assessment of the
current pasition of the town, naticnal, regional
and loczl planning policy and best-practice
guidance and informed by case studies from
stmilar towns,

These plans will include the anafysis and
appraisal of the town, the objectives for the
town, and the strategy and actions proposed to
bring the outlined objectives to life, The Plan
developed will provide an overall vision for the
future direction of the town {Chapter € of the
Tawn Centre First - A Policy Approach document),
These Plans, while not statutory documents,
once adopted, will become part of the local
plarning policy and provide a direction for
planning policy at the local level alongside the
extant Development Plan.

The creation of this Plan provides an
opportunity to set a bold ard imaginative
precedent for haw to transform and rejuvenate
the town of Blessington. As a result, the process
of constructing this Plan has been
comprehensive, seeking te incorporate the
desires and needs of the community and make
it into the highest quality possible path for the
town to follow. The process sought to take 2
bottom-up approach to developing policy and
identify local needs based off engagement and
consultation with the local community of
Blessington,

The results of this process have been
incorporated into the foundation of the Plan
and carried through each chapter and proposal
setout in Part Two of this Plan,

The main product of the Plan is the
development of Objectives and Projects for the
enhancement and revitalisation of the town
which will help to frame planning palicy for
Blessington Town Centre going forward and can
be utilised by the community in the future,
These Objectives and Projects seek to address
the broad issues and desires raised during the
consultation process, and come together to
inform this community driven vision for the
town,

Inturn, objectives are supportad by achievable, measurable, and clear actions that have been
identified, in Part Two, to steer forward the ehjectives and vision of the Plan. These actions serve
as a benchmark to identify the progress of enacting the Plan and its goals, as well as providing
guidelines for proceeding on the Journey of revitalising the town centre. They also seek to
address targeted topics and issues brought up and discussed during the public cansultation and
dala collection process. Each abjective and Oppertunity identified in Part Two of the Plan are
informed by and assessad against the relevant policy and guldelines, later in the Plan,

Elements of the Plan Creation Frocass Source; TCF Pelicy Framewark,

ey Personnef
& Town Cerdre Team
® Town ™ Hon Officars

* Local Authority Miilt-
Disciplitrary

Local community
BusinessGroups
- e
Enabling
® Funding Streanis
* Business case
« Public/Private Investsnent
« Detalled plan
# Local résources
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The framework provided by the plan is one that
is durable, but flexible, and capable of
supporting the changing needs of the
Blessington community. As a whole the creation
of this Town Centre First Plan for Blessingtan
hopes to herald a new era for the town and its
future, as well as for rural towns in Ireland as a
whole.

04 | Open Public
Consuitation

Extensive public e
consultation will ocour

to help develop anidea

of the town's wants

and needs. This will

include the creation of

a fown team.

2] Data Collection

A village health check,
SWOT anzlysis, and
analysis of policy
context will be
conducted toform a
haseline context of
the town.

01| Project
{nitiation

Aroad map forthe
project, stakeholders
to engage with,
targets and timelines,
and working
pracedure will be
established.

Town Centre First
& Pelicy Approach
for lrish Towns

©
mE

Above: The TCF Policy Framawark

Below: The Blessington TCF treation process as conducted by MKO.

4 § Consultations &
Data Analysis

The infermation collected
framn Stages 2 and 3 will be
analyzed for commen
patterns, visions, and
issues 1o inform policy.

| .
™ N

0% | Creation of

Objectives & Vision
e

Using the now
analyzed data, a joint

vision for the town and

general objectives to
support it will be
developed with the
Town Team.

06 | Initial Strategy
and Actions

Based off the Stage 2
and 2 data, specific
and achievable
actions will be
daveloped to support
the objectives, and a
drati strategy for the
town will be
synthesized.

07{Final Report

Following consulis with
the Town Teamand key
stakeholders the draft
strategy will be refined
into a final document
and submitted to the
Local Authority and
made available to the
public.

o7
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Planning Policy Review

National Policy

Froject Ireland 2040

Project Ireland 2040 is the 20-year plan for
developing Irefand and ensuring that it
remains a vibrant and economically
successful place to live, It is comprised of
the National Planning Framework (NPF) and
the Natienal Development Plan (NDP).

The National Plenning Framewerk
: The National
e Planning Framework
(NPF) outlines the
strategic vision and
strategy for Ireland
over the next 20
years. It sets out ten
National Strategic
Outcomes (NSOs) to
define the priorities
and benefits to be
delivered aver the
course of the plan. The NSOs are supported
by National Policy Objectives (NPOs) that
contain targeted goals to achieve the vision
set out in the NSOs.

Proct =il tu
Mationaf Flanning
Framewni

I
|
|
|

The NSOs and associated NPOs in the figure
to the right are of key relevance and
importance to the Blessington Town Ceritre
First Plan.

The Nutiono! Development Plon

The National Development Plan (NDP} is the
strategic investment plan for the
infrastructure and services needed to achieve
the NPE, The first NDP runs frorn 2021-2030 .

tnvestment for the BiEm
town comes from the
H N clegment
Rural Regeneration o -

and Developmenit
Fund (RRDF), which
allocated
approximately €1
million for public
realm, the
redevelopment of
derelict property, an

ehub and visitor centre for the proposed
greenway.

This plan strives to reinvigorate and maximise
the opportunities within the town centre 50
that it can be enjoyed by residents, businesses
and visitors.

&y (@3

Strengthensd Yl
€o.. " ‘Rugal Econniniax Wi
and Catamunities i

NPO:4,5.5,7. 54,

NP4 6.7, 1435 35 46,83, 21, 77,
E

14,182, 5. 28, 53

WP T5 16 e,
.

AStrang b 4 Transition to 5 Low
b Ent rp‘rk& M ities and g ""Bam:
iy Ente al
Foovettan &Sk Hreritage Gery

WPO:S, 5, 7, 15, NP4
¥

NPO:4, 15, 15, 188,
18a, 21,28 21,2858

Above: NSQ's from the National Planning Framework (NPF} and
tha numbers of associated key NPOs relevant to this TCF Plan.

Cur Rural Future: Rural Development
Policy 2021-2€25

Our Rural Future: Rural Development Policy
2021-2025 Is Ireland's rural development
policy for the 2021-2025 period. At its core, it
seeks to create a rural lrefand that:

« lsintegral fo the national whole,

« Has increased interdependence between
rural and urban places,

« Has the potential to create quality work,

. Has high quality environments, and

Is vibrant with local people and

communities at its heart.

The strategy seeks improvements in several
key areas including digital connectivity,
employment and careers, revitalization of
towns and villages, improved resilience, and
Jeadership in local communities, enhanced
public services, and climate action.

Town Centre First: A Pelicy Approoch ta lrish
Towns

As part of Our Rural Future, Town Centre First
{TCF) policy seeks to provide local
communities and Local Authorities a toolkit to
achieve the goals set out in the Our Rural
Future policy document, while giving
communities the opportunity to drive the
procass and shape their own towns.

Climate Actfon Plarn 2023

Tha Climate Action Plan 2023 (CAP) is an
update to the Climate Action Plon 2019 and
sets our refreshed measures to help Ireland
achieve its legal binding emissions targets
under international and European law. Under
the plan, Ireland is seeking to reduce its
transport emisslons 50%, its commercial
building emissions 45%, residential building

emissions 40%, and businesses emissions 35%

by 2030,

o1 C K L O W

In order to achieve these targets, it
acknowledges a redesign and remodeling of
our citles, towns, and villages is needed. The
promeotion of more sustainable forms of
travel, bringing building stocks up to a higher
standard, supporting mare sustainable ways
of doing business and ensuring long-term
economic sustainability are both essential to
meeting these targets, as well as Improving
the quality of life in of our towns and cities.

Heritage lreland 2030

Heritoge ireland 2030 is the plan to protect and
promote Ireland's local znd national heritage.
Built around three themes, communities,
leadership, and partnerships, the strategy
suggests 150 actions to ensure the protection
of Ireland’s heritage in all of its forms. The
core of the strategy is an acknowledgement of
Ireland's heritage as being at the core of its
identity, having both an intrinsic and
economic value. Both natural and builz
heritage are addressed in the strategy, and
methods for communities to get Invelved in
their protection are advanced.

The Pigital Connectivity Strategy (2022}
Recognizing the importance of access o
digital services towards the wider
development of Ireland’s economy, the Digital
Connectivity Strategy sets out the policies and
supports available to ensure every community
has access to the internet and its benefits. The
strategy acknowledges that a high-quality
internet service is essential to the
development of rural towns and villages and
commits to rolling it out to support both the
local economy and provision of smart
services.

o8



Regional Policy

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
for the Eastern and Midlands Region
(2020-2032)

The Regional Spatial and Econemic Strategy
{RSES} is a statutory document that sets out
the physical and economic development
priarities for each of Ireland's three regions.
The primary statutory objective of the
Strategy is iv support implementation of
Project Ireland 2040 - which links planning
and investment through the Mational
Flanning Frameweork (NPF) and ten-year
National Developrent Plan (NDP) - and the
economic and climate policies of the
Government by providing a feng-term
strategic planning and economic framework
forthe Region.

2015.3531

The RSES identifies regional assets,
cpportunities and pressures and provides
policy responses in the form of Regiona]
Policy Objectives. Al this strategic level it
provides a policy framework for investment
to meet current and future needs in the
Reagion.

The RSES providas:

Spatial Strategy - to manage future
growth and ensure the creation of
healthy and attractive places to live and
work,

+ Economic Strategy - that builds on our
strengths to create a strong economy and
jobs, that ensures a good living standard
and economic opportunity for all,

« Climate Action Strategy - to accelerate
action and ensure a clean and healthy
environment, sustainable transport and
green infrastructure,

+ Investment Framework - to prioritise
the delivery of infrastructure and
enabling services by government and
state agencies.

The RSES is broken down into Regional Policy
Objectives (RPOs) that seek to guide the
region towards achieving the vision set out.
The figure below sats out the common
themes in the RPOs relevant to the
Blessington TCF, with the relevant RPO's listed
below each.

Spatial
Strategy

RPGs: 3.2, 3.3,
6.11,6.12, 6.13,
8.1, 8.2, 2.3, 9.10,
2,12, .13, 9.14,
9.15, 5.27, 9.30

RPOs:z35,9.24

Clirmnate Action
Strategy

RPCs:37, 6.1,7.23,
735,742,717

Tnwvesiment
Framework

RPO5:6.14, 6.21

Wid-East Reglonal Enterprise Plan to 2024

The Regicnal Enterprise Plans represent a
‘bottom-up, colfaborative mechanism' to halp
deliver balanced regional growth with a
ceherent policy approach, The plans were made
in collaboration and corsultation with
stakeholders from across economic industries
and sectors,

Freasa
“Rectard

REGIONAL ENTERPRISE PLAN
TO 2024

MID L AS

inizidative of Gy eronist
oE Ersborice: Tiache and fin

The ambition of tire new Mid-East Regional
Enterprise Plan is focused on building upen the
region’s past successes while working
ccllaboratively around areas of commonaiity
within the Mid-East to bulld an innovative,
forward-looking region. The Plan will also aim to
create a sense of regional identity while
respecting the region's diversity and pesition
the region at the forefront of addressing the
difficulties presented by COVID-19 and embrace
the challenges of climate action and
digitalisation,

%



Local Policy

Wicklow County Development Plan
2022-2028

The Wicklow County Development Plan
(WCDP) sets out a strategic spatial
framework for the proper planning and
sustainable development of County
Wicklow for the period between 2022 and
2028. While the Plan is in place for a six
year period, it is framed having regard to
the long term development objectives of
the County beyond 2028, This naw plan
sets ot the statutory plarning framewark
for the entire County, with a focus on the
strategic planning and sustainable
development of the County.

W i CR oW

By .

H

WCReN
COUNYY DEVELOPMENT PLAY
2022-2038

Blessington is identified as a leve! 3 "Self
Sustaining Growth Town' settlement in
the WCDP, where there is a {argetad
grawith rater of 25%-30% with slight
variations based on capacity / past trends.
The population of the settlement is
targated to Increase frorm 5,234 in 2016 to
6,145 by Q2 2028.

The Developmant Pian Strategy is guided
by three strategic principles - Healthy
Placemaking, Climate Action and
Economitc Opportunity.

H pla ygaimsis ensurezhe
erestionof . ot activepl 3
contribute to people'swell-baing andoveralt
qualityaf life.

CPO3 51, 52,54 5555 58, SI0
511, 512, 514, 5.1%, 3.17, 518, 513,
%21, 5.22, 5.23, 7.4, 7.2 7.8, 814,
843, 814, 8196, B8, 835, 102 108,
1019, 112, 113, 122, 1211, 1212,
1243, 1214, 1297, 1221, 1244, 185

Climate Action refersto the need fo take
urgentrmeasuresto addrass fheclivnate crisls
viathe reduction of emisslonsand the
introduction of mitigation and adagtation
projects.

CPOs: 9.21, 1241, 1246, 127, 1218,
16,01, 16.03, 16.08, 16,15, 171, 17.16,
141, 182

Eeonornic Dppoerluniny aims o suppast
sustainable economic developmentinthe area
by championing local businesses, attracting
new employers, and ensuring a pesitive
environment for investraent.

CPOs: 56,57, 9.1, 3.2 37,912,103,
10.8, 111

Blessington is identified as a level 3 ‘Self
Sustaining Growth Town’ settlement in the
WCDP, where there i5 a targeted growth rater
of 25%-30% with slight variations based on
capacity / past trends. The population of the
settlement is targeted to increase from 5,234
in 2016 to 6,145 by Q2 2028,

There is not currently a Local Area Plan (LAP)
in place for the settlement of Blessington
following the expiration of the previous LAP in
20419. Itis proposed that new Local Area Plans
{LAPs) will be made for 5 no. key settlements
In the period 2022-2024. These plans will be
made in order of priority:

1. Wicklow Town - Rathnew

2. Greystones - Delgariy - Kilcoole

3, Blessington

4, Arklow and Environs

5. Bray Municipal District (including Enniskerry
and Kilmacanogue)

while each LAP will cover a period of 6 years,
zoning will be provided on the basis of the
land neaded to meet the 2431 population
target, with ciear objectives to ensure 2026
targets can be reached.

Wicklow County Council Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy 2019

The Climate Adaptation Strategy for County
Wicklow developed by Wicklow County
Council under the guidance of the Climate
Action Reglonal Office (CARQ) is a response to
the impact of climate change.

WoloooE LO 0w

The Strategy addresses how Wicklow County
Council as an organisation responds to the
impacts of Climate Change.

The actions of this strategy have been
developed to close the gap between the current
baselines with associated responses, projected
risks and the resultant actions that will be
required to deal with increased impact as well
as preventive measures that can build
resilience. The actions are set in a framework of
six key thernes with an overarching goal for
gach themne. These themes include:

1, Local Adaption Governance and Business
Operations

2. Infrastructure angd Built Envirgnment

3. Land Use and Development

4, Drainage and flood Management

5. Natural Resources and Cuitural
Infrastructure

6. Community Health and Wellbeing

Draft Climate Action Plan 2024-2029

Wicklow County Council's Draft Climate Action
Plan 2024-2029 has been prepared to facilitate
the transitian of Wicklow County Council's
services and operations to a low carbon
resilient future, leading by example and
mobilizing engagement countywide. This will be
achieved by delivering and promoting best
practice in climate action at local level. This aim
is aligned to the Government's averall Nationai
Climate Objective, which seeks to pursue and
achieve, by no later than the end of 2050, the
transition to a climate resilient, biodiversity rich,
environmentally sustainable and climate neutral
economy.

The draft plan sets out how Wicklow County
Ceuncil will be responsible for enhancing
climate resilience, increasing energy efficiency,
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, across
its own assets, services, and infrastructure, for
which it is fully accountable, whilst also
demonstrating a broader role of influencing,
advocating, and facilitating other sectors, to
meet their own climate targets and ambitions.

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Team
will Iead the implementation of the Climate
Acticn Plan and the council will work
collaboratively and in partnership with a range
of key stakeholders to support its delivery. The
adoption of the Local Authority Climate Action
Plan is & reserved function and the final plan
will be considered by the Elected Members of
Wicklow County Council at their meeting in
December 2023.

"



Public Consultation Overview & Approach

Public consultation for the Blessington TCF
Plan took place in August to October 2023
and was a collaborative effort involving
Wicklow County Council, LUC, MKO and
members of the established Blessington
Town Team.

The aim of the public consultation process was
to gather the views and opinions of the people
who live, werk, and do business in Blessington
a%5 to how they feal the centre of their town
could be improvad. This approach is in keeping
with the stated aims of the government's Town
Cenire First policy, which seeks to place local
communities and local businesses at the centra
of the process of re-imagining their own towns
and planning their own futures.

Surveys

Two distinct surveys were designed as part of
the first phase of consultation. These were;
- A Business Qwners’ survey - to be

circulated among business ewners in the
town with a focus on the commercial
health of Blessington.

A Residents’ survey - to be circulated
amaongst the general public of the town

Public Consultation Timeline

o [ August 2023, a Public Consultation wek

page was developed by WCC through which

consultation events and surveys were
advertised.

In early September 2023, a stakeholder
engagement event was held in the town
centre, making full use of the public reaim
space fronting the Credit Union bullding.
The consultation featured 2 pop-up play
event run by the local sports partnership in
the town sguare, The aim was to drive
engagement, particularly from families and
young peopie. Surveys were handed out
during the event,

consumers ware circulated via the Public
Consultation webpage and the Blessington
Town Team. Hard copies were made
available in local coundil offices, The
objective was to elicit views and opinions
on tha current state of affairs in the town
centre and encourage suggestions for
projects the TCF plan should prioritise,

In October 2023, an in-person Public

Consuitation Event was held in the town, to

allow the local community to view the
progress of the TCF plans and again offer
their views, apinians and suggestions.

Surveys for business owners, residents and

including residents, consumers, workers,
ete, with a focus on how Blessington could
be improved as a place in which to live,
work and spend time.

These two surveys went live on the Wicklow
County Council website in early September
2023 (see here ). They were advertised via the
County Coundil's social media platforms and
were also featured in the local media (seehere )
The surveys remained live for a period of six
weeks, closing on Saturday, October 21st.

The surveys generated an exceptional response,
I &ll, 188 surveys were submitted over the
course of the six weeks,

Of these, 30 were Business Owners' surveys and
158 were Residents' surveys, The responses
contained within the completad surveys offered
valuable insights into the perceptions of
Blessington held by those who live, work and do
business in the town on a daily basis, These
would go on to form a core element of the finat
TCF plan.

Public Consultation Event

The second phase of the public consultation
process was an in-person event, hosted in the
town aver the course of a day, to allow
members of the public to come and view the
progress of the plans, meet and speak directly
with members of the project team and again
offer their views and opinions on the direction
the TCF plan should take.

It was decided through discussions between
WCC, LUC and MKO to host the event on
Friday, October 27th, between 10am and
4pm, The venue chosen for the event was the
Blessington Library.

The event was promoted through several
channels in the locality ~ an advertisement
was taken out in the local newspaper, the
Wickfow Peaple, and the event also featured in
an online news article (see hera) which was
shared widely in the days leading up the
avent. Posters advertising the event were
printed and placed at prominent locations
arcund the town by members of the Town
Team, who also reached cut via their own
word-of mouth networks to encourage as
mary members of the local community as
possible to attend.

We would llke 10 invite you 1o an exhibitian
outlining tha pragress of tha Blessington
Tows Centre First Plan

This will ba heid at Blessingtoa Library
ont Friday 27th Oetober. from 10am to 4pm

Members from the design team and Blessington
Town Team will be In attendance te discuss the
ongoing plenning process with the community

All are weloome and feadback Is encoursged
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The materials presented to the public at the
event consisted of large A1-sized posters
displayed along the walls of the library. The
posters containad information on:

« the background to the Town Centre First
policy and how Blessington had been
selected as Wicklow's representative
amongst the initial 26 ‘pathfinder’ towns.

» summarised results of the surveys, which
had been completed, collated and analysed
in the week pricr to the event.

results of the Land Use Survey, which had
been carried out earlier in 2023 to update a
pre-existing survey from the 2019 Health
Check.

the overall vision for the Blessington TCF
Plan, and the objectives it hopes to achieve
in areas including accessibility, community,
the urban realm, the economy and the
natural environment.,

« how a pipeline of projects would be
delivered, from the long-list through to the
completed TCF Plan,

some potential project opportunities which
had already been identified, and how they
might be brought to fruition through the
TCF Plan. These included projects such as
strategic transport assessments, a public
realm strategy, placemaking projects, the
creaticn of a green space network, and
methods of supporting and boosting the
local economy.

some potential project opportunities which
had already been identified, and how they
might be brought to fruition through the
TCF Plan. These included projects such as
strategic transport assessments, a public
realm strategy, placemaking projects, the
creation of a green space network, and
methods of supporting and baosting the
local economy.,

The event was manned by representatives of
WCC, including the Town Regeneration Officer
who has primary responsibility for the delivery
of the plan, and by members of the planning
and communications teams from MKO,
Members of the Town Team were also in
attendance to lend their support at various
times of the day.

The event was very well-attended - more than
120 members of the Blessington cormmunity
visited over the course of the day to view the
exhibits and speak to the project team.
Written feedback was encouraged, either
through the use of 'sticky-notes’ to be adhered
to one of the wall-mounted posters or
through the comment sheets provided.
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Excerpt from Pubiic Consultation artwork

Blessington Town Team

In 2017, Blessington was selected as
“Leinster's Most Enterprising Town” in the
Bank of Ireland Awards Scheme. In order to
build on this well-received acknowledgement
of the work of so many individuals, groups
and businesses this award was used as the
catalyst for the establishment of Blessington
Town Team,

The Blessington Town Team is a coliaboration
between the public sector (Wicklow County
Council, education sector, Garda Siechana)
and the private sector (Blessington and
District Cornmunity Forum, Blessington Tidy
Towns and Blessington Business Network).

The Town Teamn has been instrumental in the
development of the Town Centre First Plan.
The Team comprises the following members:

» John Horan

« Jason Mulhall

+ Liam Culien

« Michael Doyle

« ClIr Patsy Glennon
+ Cllr Edward Timmins
« Clir Avril Cronin

+ Clir Vincent Blake
« Clir Gerry O'Nelll

= Clir John Mullen

« Carmel Cashin

« Michael Sargent

« Kilian McGreal,

Site walkaround in Blessington with the Town Team during the TCF
Plan process

13



Collaborative Town
Centre Health Check
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Introduction

Aim of the CTCHC

This report summarises the key findings from
the 15-step Collaborative Town Centre Health
Check {CTCHC) Programme methodology,
developed by the Heritage Council and its
partners.

The key findings from Blessington's CTCHC
and baseline data will inform plans and
strategies in relation to the following:

+ Arts, Cultural Tourlsm, e.g. music, food,
etc.
Climate change adaptation
« Commerce / E Commerce and Enterprise
Enabling infill development
Heritage-led Regeneration
Living in the Town Centre
« Public Realm, e.g. historic streetscapes,
parks and public spaces
Renewable Energy / Energy Harvesting
Strategic Planning and Place-making.

{reland’s Coliahorative
Tavm Dexirs Health Ghieck (GTOHC) Programme

The 15-8tep CYCHE Pracess

My

on A i — Foun

%41 n Bscapbmcl B

15-step CTCHE Process. Source: Heritage Councll

Approach

The CTCHC for Blessington has been

undertaken in two phases across 2019 - 2020,

The CTCHC research focuses on a number of
key areas:

« Land use in the town centre

» Consumers' opinions and attitudes

+ Business owners’ attitude toward the

town centre
« Footfall in the historic town centre
« Mavement and accessibility.

These reports can be found in Appendices A
and B.

Appendix € features additional planning
policy information.

It was considered appropriate to review and
update some elements within these reports,
taking into account updated baseline data
such as the 2022 census results and more
recent public consultation data.

Summary plans are also provided in order (o
provide an easy-to-access context for the
projects set out in the Action Plan, This
information is set out across the following
pages.

Blessington TCF Study Area

a
Q.'.C? ™3

Study Area

The Study Area for the CTCHC comprises the
town centre as defined by Wicklow County
Councll (WCQ) and is shown on the
accompanying layout.

Blessingron Town Health Check Report (2020)

[ elessington

——

P~ " 1 Blassingtan Town Gentre
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Survey Methodology

Changing demographics, lifestyles, travel to
work patterns and consumer preferences are
allimpacting on the vitality and viability of our
historic tewn centras,

This summary report presents up-to-date
research that will help inform cur response to
these challengas through existing and future
operational programmes that support
heritage-led urban and rural regeneration.

Blessington's CTCHC u pdates were
undertaken during 2023, following the
recommended 15-Step Methodology set out
by the CTCHC Programme,

Public Stakeholder & Business Surveys

Local stakeholders - including community
members, visitors to the town and local
businasses - wera encouraged to undertake
surveys to understand opinion and kay issues,

Surveys were advertised on a 'Blessington TCF
Plar! Wicklow County Council anline hub and
promoted via a TCF Plan-focused stakeholder
engagement event in the town during August
2023 and via the on-going presence of the
Town Team,

Businesses were engaged with on a face-to-
face basis, via representatives from the
Blessington Town Team. A total of 30
responses to the Business Owners' survay
were received. The businesses who
respended varied in size, scale and longevity
in the town, but a number of cermmen themes
emerged when their surveys were collectively
analysed.

Atotal of 158 responses to the Residents’
survey were received, from which some key
trands were identified, The puklic at large was
relatively consistent in their responses and
reviews of the town.

Surveys wera available online, via the web
Page and in paper, at the local Council offices,

Land Use Surveys

LUC collected survey data an the vitality and
vibrancy of the historic town centre for a land-
use survay, which examinad the use of ground
floor space in the core town centre area. This
core area covered all streets within the town
centre. The land use data was verified on site,

The survey was conducted in September 2023
and uses were classified using the GOAD
Classification of Land Use. The land use
findings were peer reviewed in Novermher
2023.

Movement Surveys

Movement surveys, assessing pedestrian
footfall and town centre parking audits were
conductad as part of the Phase 2 CTCHC,

Itis recommended that a trafflc count and
pedestrian footfall survey information is
updated, analysing a period of at least 7 days
to determine the arsas of high and low flow
along key routes and junctions,

Itis alsc recommended that the town centre
parking audits is updated to assess town
centre car parking areas every 30 mins.
Camera surveys would assist in understanding
how the existing parking bays are utilised (by
whom, length of stay, etc).

15
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Business Owners' Opinion of Blessington Town Centre

Blessington's Unigue’

Main advantages for Selling Point - Main challenges for
businesses in Blessington? : businesses in Blessington?
. Proximity to NaturefSufrounding
Landscape
« Proximity to Dublin
. Greenway being developed
. Cammunity Spirit/Friendiiness
JUSEiLON .
y 26, 0 2.6%
of of of
haveT a szsita serll onfine plairrlning to
sell onlina
What changes would you v are the most important issues for bu. es?
want to see in Blessington?
m Lack of Parking
m Lack of shops and
services
raffic
Vacant or derelict
buildings
m Lack of seating
Footpaths in disrepair
w Lack of greenery or
green spaces
= Pedestrian Connectivity
W Too many parking
spaces
Summary:
« Lack of parkiriz 5 the biggest issue for businessesin
Blessington, followed closely by lack of shops-and services and the
presence of traffic.
"Need for hotel / tourist + Too many parking spaces was the least sl nt issue for
accommot. N’ businesses.

« Lack of banking noted as aniss by somme respondents.

L0

W
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Public Opinion of Blessington Town Centre

Key problems and their importance to
the community

= Traffic

B Vacanl or dereficr
bufidings

3 Lack of greenery or
grean spaces

#Lack of Parking

W Lack of shops and
sarviees
W Foorpaths in disrepalr

B Pedestian Connectivity

M Lack of seafing

B Too many parking
spaces

Blessington's Unique
Selling Point

'Praximity to
ure/Beautiful
ery/Surrounding

Lamdscape!

What issues facing Blessington town centre that you feel Public
s
require particular attention in this Town Centre First Plan? L L”!"

Wt an Caaresy iy nk ry
rttan
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BenAgiieeen Sene ey
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Eekrp Ve bin
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Attt e s hesfams b vacrg
Pacrc

A o More Smuif s sehside,
[ P

B Lomhi) Setiboc b EennniriNe sk
17950 Brenansn

& Ll w B " &

How can we make Blessington town centre a more
appealing place to live, work or spend time?

W Less Parking/Pasd
ParkingfChange tavent

& More armonities aad 3etivtios

¢ Merz Reta ard Rostaceant
Varisy

& Banter fraffic Momgemant
® Improve Bt Transpon
© Improve Putic Reaim Muare

Green spaces Seatlng

W Camzar Anthsoeial Sehaviour

W blore Sarvices - Doctoss,
Renusts, anks

& i
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Main purpese in visiting Blessington

. W Oher

- B Spart/Recreaton |
& Businass

i @ peligious Sarvice
= Sociallsing
= Reral
= Schoot
Work

= Resident

0 49 50 g 100 128

What do you enjoy doing here?

= Not nuch to Like

@ Publie Ragimykisloricat Buildings
FilandlingssfCommunity
SpleitfActive Tawn

= Wilkoblz and Safy

& Frog/Comveniant Parking

£ Shepping/Cafds/Rastaurants

u Local Amenides/Services

& Proxirmity 1o Nature/Outdoor

Spaces
40 50 -]

what do you not like?

WSafatyhatiaodsl Behawnoar
t #Tac much pa
wLack of Grogh Spasers
Yoot Blaldingy

BLack of Parks] Amenities/Spaces for
Yaung Pargte

3 Pom Quality Public Reat/Litiae/Fooe
Maintgranise

# Lack of Farking/Padking Layout
& fratkc Congestion/Mismanipement

®Eack of RestaurantsfShes
MarlauyfSdwal Space

& kack of Servten - Bsnky, Doctors,
Dengis, Phanmadesf

= Faar Pubiic Tramspurt

b3 30 L 50 €0

0

|60

Ll

3n

s

How well is the public realm
performing?

Yoy Poor
- - & Poor
w Falr
W very Good

& Exceflant

As a consumer, are your needs
met in Blessington?

What do you want to see more of
in Blessington?

& Ingreased Restaursnt Yariely
M Increased Retail Vazlery

& fmproved Servieas - Dockors,
fanks, Pharmacies, additional
schaol spaces

| Better fublic Transport

& Mors Amenitins - Swimming
pool, cinema, bowling alley
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Feedback from Public Cansultation

Overall, the reception at the Public
Consultation Evert was very positive. The
members ¢f the |ocal community who
attended were enthusiastic and engaged with
the efforts to improve the centre of their town
and provided meaningful and constructive
feedback, both via the written channels and in
their conversations with the project team,

The central themes which came threugh in
conversations held at the Public Consultation
Eventwere largely reflective of those which
emerged from the surveys; the overarching
perception of Blessington was one of a town
with & vibrant community spirit and significant
potential for growth, but there were concerns
over the rate at which the population of the
town has grown over recent decades without
a corresponding expansion of facilities and
armnenities, particularly for young peaple,

Spedfic examples of such amenities included
& swimming pool, a soccer pitch and a rughy
pitch, although it was widely acknowledged
that the provision of such falls outside the
remit of the Town Cenire First plan, The
creation of a divic space or public plaza in the
centre of the town was another project which
received support from attendees on the day,
in tandem with improving the overall
conditicn and appearance of the footpaths
and introducing more cycling infrastructure in
and around the town centre.

Public con: -Jn erngagement board

Other issues which were brought up in
conversation with the attendees at the event
included:;

= Transport links between Blessington
and Dublin city - severa) attendees
expressed dissatisfaction with the
frequency of the Bus Eireann service
betwean Blessington and Tallaght, which
currently runs every two hours, A more
fraquent service would create greater
accessibility between the town and Dublin
city through the Luas red line,

= Commuters parking their cars in the
centre of town and taking the bus to
Dublin - car parking spaces being taken up
for long perioads of time during the day with
little or no corresponding benefit to the
businessas of the town, |t was suggested
that the lower floars of the town's multi-
story carpark, which are currently closed
for the majority of the year, be made
available for long-term parking,

+ The one-way system in place to the
south and west of Dunnes Stores —
tencerns were expressed that this ona-way
system is poorly signposted and that ears
regularly turn the wreng way down the
street, which is used for pedestrian
connectivity between the cenire of the
town and the adjacent childcare centre and
5t Mary’s National School,

+ The need for accommodation - the lack
of accornmodation for tourists was cited as
a major issue for Blessington, particularly
given the growth In visitor numbers which
is anticipated with the development of the
Blessingtan Greenway.

» The absence of a dedicated facility for
the arts - It was suggested that one of the
vacant town centre buiidings, such as the
former Ulster Bank, could be acquired and
repurposed into a centre for art
exhibitions, theatre, music, atc.

Conclusion

The public consultation pracess has played an
Important rale in the formation of the TCF
Plan for Blessington, The project team was
conscious of the need te ensure that
meaningful consultation with members of the
local community formed a central tenet of the
final plan, and this objective has been met.

The views and opinions of a cross-section of
the community of Blessington were collectad
over the course of the process, thraugh bhoth
the surveys and the in-person consultation
event. The remarkable response ta the
surveys provided the project teamn with a
valuable baseline of data on how the town is
experienced and parceived by the peaple who
lve, work and de business in Blessington on &
daily basis, and these viewpoints have been
reflected in the completad plan,

Similarly, the feedback generated at the Public
Consultation event provided further insight
into the lived experience of the people of
Blessington and allowed members of the local
community & chance to have thejr say on what
the primary goals and objectives of the TCE
Plan shauld be.

The public consultation process, reinforced by
other research documents such as the
updated Land Use Survey and the CTCHC, has
ensured that the projects being put forward in
the final TCF Plan represent an accurate, up-
to-dlate and thorough account of the nesds
and wishes of the loca! community of
Blessington, in line with the stated aims of the
TCF policy approach.

Fublic consultation event
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Landuse Survey

Land Use Plan
There a variety of vacant residential and There has been small amaunts of change in
commercia! buildings within the Town Centre, vacancy since the land use survey undertaken
these include: as part of the 2020 CTCHC. The former Ulster
« Main St - 8 commercial units & 4 Bank has becorna vacant during this time, due
residential units. to their withdrawal from the Irish market.

. Kilbridge Rd - 2 commercial units.
. Blessington Shopping Centre/Dunnes
Centre - 1 commerclal unit.

There are a series of underutilised back land
spaces within the town centre and along Main
Street. These have great development
potential,

- [:l Blessingion.

7773 Bisssinglon Town Centrs
Comparison
Caonvenience
Finance & Busingss Services
Healih & Medical Senices
Leisure Services
Public Services
Relalt Services
Religious Servicas
Residentiat

Backland

Vacant

Comparison - Comparison goods storas sell non
perishable goods such as furniture, carpets,
televisions, etc,

Convenience - Convenience goods stores sell items
such as swaets, prescriptions, groceries, ete.

Leisure - Leisure services are a range of businasses
supplying entertainment such as pubs, cinemas,
theatre, etc,

Public - Public sarvices include community centres,
counc offices, libraries, etc.

Retail - Retail sevvices provide specialised tasks
including dry cleaning, hairdressers, travel agants, etc.
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Transport and Pedestrian Facilities

Road Network

The N81 forms Main Street in the Tawnship of Biessington, The current
posted speed limit is currently S0kam/hr through the town, and, with the
exception of the controlied pedestrian crossings, there is lack of traffic
calming devices and measures through the town.

The horizonsal alignment through the town is refativaly straight and there
is potential for vehicles to be travalling in excess of the posted speed limit,

Data from 2019 (along the N&1 south-west of the town) indicates that the
Armnual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) through the town is 14,600 {measured
at the Kilbride Road Junction), with the peak day being a weekday and the
peak hour being in the morming between 7 & 8am and an evening peak
between 5 & 6pm. This is a considerable amount of traffic and likely
creates confiicts with pedestrian movements.

There is an en-geing local project to previde an inner relief road known as
the Blessington Inner Relief Road (BIRR). This project aims to alleviate
SOme pressure on the N&1 through the town and encourage an uptake of
vehicles utilising the new Local Road.

The main street of Blessington has good-sfzed corridor between bufiding
lines which is uncommen for many towns in ireland, where strest
corridors are usually guite constrained by existing building lines.

A plan for a Blessington Bypass has been suspended indefinitaly that
iricluded the upgrade of the N81 from Hollywood Cross to Tallaght.

Elessington
Primary Yehicle Routes
Local Vehicle Rautes
Bus Slops
Watercourses & Waterbodies

—— Biassinglon inner Relief Road
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Transpart Plan

Mode of Transport

From the data extracted from the most recent survey on modes of
transport around Blessington, travel by car is the most popular and
walking Is not too far behind. Cycling Is very fow but still slightly ahead of
bus transportation,

Blessington's Town Centre is quite compact and walkahle, with short
distances fo desired locations, There is an opportunity te establish more

direct routes to the town centre from sy rrounding residential estaies.

As part of the survey consultation on the TCF Pian, residents were askad
for informaticn their primary mode of transport;

53%

of veople traveled Iy cor

"~ 7
® 42%

of people travelied on foot

of people traveliod by bicycle

of people travelied by bus

Statistics taken from survey data, 2023 (158 surveys}
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Walkability

There are two controlied pedestrian crossings within the town centre
area which are push button traffic light controlled crossings. There is
another uncontrolled crossing close to St. Mary's Juniar Schoaol.

Given the traffic valume on the N81, it can be difficult to cross with
informal opportunities arising as & result of the push button crossing
being operated. There is an opportunity to consider the implemnentation
of another crossing within the town area In line with desire lines.

The town of Slessington is compact and walkable in terms of distance. A
walkability audit was carried out as part of the CTCHC.

There are footpath linkages to the town centre form surrounding housing

estates, however, there is an opportunity to provide greater pedestrian
permeability from the housing estates linking to the town centre and
providing better more direct walking routes.

Cycling Facilities

There is a lack of designated cycling facilities throughout the town area of

Blessington. At present, cyclists mix with vehicular traffic, Given the
favourable corridor width of the N81, there is potential to retrofit cycle
lanes in the town cenire area.

Thera is also a lack of bicyele parking facilities throughout the town centre

area. The BIRR project includes designated cycle lanes In its design which
will also promote active travel.

There is an opportunity to incorporate cycling infrastructure into the
town by rmeans of instaliing additional bicycle parking facilities and to
install cycle lanes alang the N81 through the towr. Guidance suggests
that cycle lanes, be located adjacent footpaths, however, some further
consideration should be given to incating the cycle anes adjacent to
perpendicular parking.

Public Transport

in terms of public transport, Blessington is served by public bus services
which consist of;

. 65 Route - operated by Dubiin Bus {Connecting Dublin and
Baliyknockan / Ballymore Eustace and serving Tallaght, Blessington,
and other places on route) operating with 16 services towards
Peolperg Street and 15 services towards Blessington on weekdays,
12 services each way on Saturdays and 10 services each way on
Sundays.

» 884 Route - operated by TH Local Link {Carlow and Salfins and
serving Baltinglass, Blessington, Naas, and other places on route).

Operating with 4 services each way on weekdays, 4 services each way

on Saturdays and 3 services each way on Sundays

« 132 Route - operated by Bus Eireann (Connecting Bunclody & Duhlin

and serving Tullow, Baltinglass, Blessington and other places on
route), Operating with 5 services each way on weekdays.

. 183 Route - operated by TF Local Link {Connecting Sallins and Arklow

and serving Naas, Blessington, Wickiow, Avaca, and other places on
route). Operating with 4 services each way daily.

The closest train station is located in Naas.

Above: Waikablﬁty Plan

Example of bicycle stor in Newtown Square

I
I

i

Map of the Blassington Greanway, Main Street

Parking on Main Straet

I:} Hlessington

————

___ Y _..J Bsssinglon Town Centre

Bt _f sheltered cycle storage on Main Street

;#:‘t

Blessingron bus route, Main Street

Electric car charging point, Maln Street Car Park
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Parking

Parking orientation in the town centre of
Blessington is primarily perpendicular to the
road carriageway, which maximises on street
parking. Perpendicular parking fs generaily
better suited in low-speed environments as set
outin DMURs, For Blessington, as the town is
situated along the N81, the implementation of
traffic calming devices should be explerad to
reduce vehicular speeds.

A report from 2019 idendified that there have
been a number of collisions as a result of the
perpendicufar parking, Recommendations to
recenfigure the layout to angled parking are
suggested,

I addition to the on-street parking, off street
carparks are located at;

+ Newtown Sguare

+ The Church of Cur Lady

+ SuperValu

+ St Kevin's Community Centre (appears

gated, possibly private)
« Aldl

[t is noted that there is a multi-storey car park to
thie rear of the Town Centre develcpment,
hawever, the top two floors of the car park are
closed off,

As set out in Design Manual for

Uirban Roads and Streets (DMURS), to reduce
the visual impact of parking parking spaces
should generally be limited to thres paraliel
spaces (including loading areas) and six
perpendicular spaces.

Perpendicular parking should be restricted to

side of the straet to provide a sense of
enclosure and ensure that parking does not
dominate the streetscape. By restricting
perpendicuiar parking to one side of the street,
options open up for any additional space to he
occupied by cycle lanes, outdoor areas for
businesses such as seating and better street
furniture.

Given Blessington’s geographical locatlon, it is
hiighly likely that long tarm storage of vehidles is
occurring for the purposes of carpooling. This is
to reduce congestion on the town centre and
promote greener farms of ransport.

Excerpt from DMURS in respact of parking patterns

A parking survey carried out in 2019 (Barry
Transport Feasibility Report) highlighted that
parking across Blessington was recorded for
lenger than a 3 hour stay.

Furthermore, it notes that there was a peak
saturation of 82% for parking and Blessington
has not experienced more demand for
parking than parking spaces available.

Itis understood that that there Is no parking
enforcement cn the main street of
Blessingtor. Parking enforcement should be
considered as a method to regulate parking.
This would be baneficial to businesses and the
town ceniire, as parking spaces would likely
become more avzilable as well as
discouraging long term parking and
promating active travel.
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Spatial Development of the Town

Historic maps provide a clear understanding
of how Blessington has grown over the years,
and highlight both historic moverment
patterns and the presence of historic fabric
and farm that tells the story of the town.

The town centre study area is highlighted on
the pian by a red line boundary.

Blessington civca. 1830s

Blessington was estsblished in 1667 by
Michael Boyle and has been developedin a
linear form along the N81 {also known as
Main Street) which runs generally north to
south. This is the main transport route
through the town. Old Ballymore Road is the
secondary route through the town.

Blessington's Market Square sits at the centre
of the town surrounded by the Downshire
hotel and Monument and the old Market
House (now Credit Union building) which was
constructed betwean 1820 - 1840.

Blessington town s situated next to the
Blessington Lake (also known as Poulaphouca
Reservoir}, which is a designated Natural
Heritage Area and surrounding natural
beauty.

In 1888, the steam tramway service began
travelling from Terenure to Blessington.
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During this time, Blessington has
experienced new growth including the
addition of the R410 (the Blessington Road)
and other tertiary routes which start to
form a local street network,

In 1982, the Church of our Lady was
established. The bell tower was added in
2014,

The development along Main Street has
continued to evolve as the commerdial and
retail core,

in 1932, the steam tramway service ended
and was replaced with the Dublin bus route
E5. As there is no train station, the bus
continues to be the rain transport service
for Blessington.

Development has increased significantly to
the present day, with predominantly
residential areas expanding the town in the
west, northwest and southwest.
Additionally there has been large retail
developmants with the Dunnes store, Aldi
and Kenny's Supervalu.

Bus transport is still the primary public
transport methed in Blessington. The
closest train station is in Naas (15 km
distaince).

With the proximity to Dublin, Blessington
has been identified as a popular commuter
town with residents wanting to settfe down
or geiting priced outside of Duhlin. This has
increased Blessington's population and will
continue to do so.

Blessington's market square and main
street are dominated with parking howaver,
heritage is still showcased within the area.
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Heritage Assets
&
£
&
History

Blessington (Baile Coimin' meaning town of

Comyn', from the Irish surname O Coimin}is a

town in County Wicklow with a population of
5,611 (2022 census). Blessington is situated
approximately 27 km frorm Dublin and is
located within a largely rural area.

Michael Boyle (Archbishop of Dublin and Lord

Chancellor of Ireland) founded Blessington in
the late 17th century building prominent
structures such as St Mary's Church and the
Downshire House, In 1798, the Downshire
House was burned during the rebellion
against British rule in irefand.
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Heritage assets

Designated buildings within the town include:

1 - T. Dempsey (RPS & NIAH}

2 - Horseshoe Gateway - Main Street
3 -The Old School House

4 - House Reg. No. 16303002

5 - House Reg No. 16303014

& - The Downshire Hotel (RPS & NIAH)
7 - Saint Mary's Church (RPS & NIAH)
8 - Monument Reg No. 16303004

9 - Blessington Market House {RPS & NIAH)
10 - House Reg. No. 16303005

11 - W, Twyford House

12 - House Reg. No. 16303009

13 - House Reg. No. 16303012

14 - Catholic Church of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Sacrament

15 - Blessington National Schocl, Reg. No.
16303021

16 - Blessington Natianal School. Reg. No.
16303022

17 - The Toll House

18 - Downshire House Ruins

19 - Blessington Bridge

20 - 5t Patrick's Well

21 - Saint Joesph's Hall

22 - Worker's House

23 - Former Ulster Bank . Downshire Lodge
24 - The Rectory (RPS.)
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Amenities and Destinations

o

%

Amenities and destination plan

Biessington is a relatively compact and
walkable town, with most areas lying within a
20 minute wzlk to the centre of the town.
There are several destinations of interest
within a 15 minute walk from the town centre
including:

« iwo churches - St Mary's Church and
Church of our Lady.

= Two schools - St, Mary's National School
and 5t. Mary’s Junior School.

= Public amenity destinations such as the
Credit Union, Blessington Library, St
Kevin's Community Centre, St, joseph's
Hall, the Men's Shed, and the Tramway
theatre,

= !

Sports and recreation facilities

comprising the GAA Ground, Blessington

Boxing Club & other private gym spaces.

+ Key green spaces and trails include the
Blessington Play Area & Skate Park, Glen
Ding Forest and Deerpark, Blessington
Lake and the propased new Town Park.

» Wicklow County Council offices and a

» Tourist Information office,

Blessington is surrounded by natural beauty
and cultural destinations such as the
Blessington Greenway, Blessington Lakes,
June Blake's contemporary garden and
Russborough House, 3.5km south of the town.

F
[:I Blessington

”""7 Slessingion Town Centre
@ Destinations
Gfen Ding Foras! & Deerpark
GAZ Ground
Few Town Parr
Flayground & Sxate Fark
Blessington Boxing Clu
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Teaniveay Thealne
Chursh of Cur Lady
Biassington Cradit Union
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14 Wickjow Gouncty Councif Ofices
15 St Mary's Natfonat Scheot
16, St Mary's Junjor Schoot
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18  Burgsge ore Cesbe 2 Greemyap
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The night-time economy is primarily made up
of a smail nurnber of pubs, restaurants and
fast food takeaways. These are primarlly
located along Main Street and Newtown
Square. There is a dining location at The Avon
which is a three minute drive or 21 minute
walk from Main Street.

There are three cafes along Main Street and
one located within the new Town Centre
develepment. Some of these provide outdoor
seating.



Blessington Play Area & Skate Park

St, Patrick's Well, a local heritage asset

Dunnes Stores, an important local amenity

Provision within the Town Centre development

The head of the axisting Blessington Gresnway at the Avon

st Many's Church, a key landmark and heritage asset

s b GO K L DWW

Coffee shop along Main Street, with vibrant branding making a
pegltive contribution to the streetscape

St Kevin's Community Cenitre, Main Street

Credit Unlon House {former Markst House}



Socle-Economic context

Blessingten is a small town covering 1.753km2
ir: the county of Wicklow,

Its sacio-economic characteristics inciude:
Population

+ In 2022, Blessington had a population of
5.611 (the 5th most populated town in
Wicklow).

+ In 2016, the population was 5,528,
increasing by 0.28% since 2016 census.
The county average Is a 1.5%.

+ Popuiation density is refatively high with
3,200 people living in a k2 area.

Population breakdown

Blessington's population s eveniy split
with 2,850 females compared to 2,761
males, This is in line with both the
national and county trends,

60.8% of the town's population fali in the
+8-64 age bracket. This is in line with the
county's average age of 39.1 years, I
2016, the average age within the county
was 37.2 years.

9.7% of the Blessington's poputation is 65
or over, with 29.7% being 17 or under.
7% of the population are separated or
divercad.

In 2016, 62,9% of private households in
Blessington were composed of couples,
22,6% were composed of four persons.
10.4% of Blessington's population are
living with a disability. The totai for
Wicklow County is 13.5% {one in eight
people).

*

Mationality

= Blessington has the highest proportion of
persons with a nationality other than Irish
at 13.6%. This percentage consists of
predominately Poles and Lithuanians.
The County Wicklow average is 9.2%, the
lowest county with persons of a
naticnality other than Irish. Polish, French
and Spanish are the most widely spoken
foreign languages in Wicklow.

The amount of peaple within the county
that can speak Irish has increased since
2011 but stilf continue to lag behind the
nationa! average.

Gender [C 2022)
blstes 2761
O Maks
® Females
Femalas 1850
Aga Groups (C 2022}
7 s G-17 years 1655
! W&iyems 19 e years 3410°
B+ yaars
55+ yaars 548
Country of Birth (¢ 2022)
Irland £565
® lrgfand
» O
it Giher country 1845

Blessington population make-up, Soures; Central Statistics Office
{cso.ie)

Employment and Industries

In 2016, Blessington had a total of 2,412
people 'at work® (61.5% of the population). By
2022, this number decreased to 2,406. 9.6%
were unemployed, 10.7% were students and
9.6% were not working,

1,212 of Blessington's population travel to
Dublin and the suburbs for work. 84% of
commutes into Dublin are travelled by car.

In 2018, the commerce and trade sector was
the largest employer, 661 people (27.4% of the
total workforce). Professional services is the
second largest employar (21.7%).

Blassington provides retail service to a wide
rural catchment. There are a series of
convenience shops including Dunnses Stores,
Kenny's Supervalu and Aldi. Comparison
stores are offered across main street and the
Dunnes Store box retail unit,

In 2016, commercial vacant dwellings in
Blessington were at 4%, the county average is
12.2% and the national average is 13.2%.

45% of all businesses are based in the town
centre. 81% are independent and 9% are
start-ups.

Education

There are 5 primary schools within
Blessington and one community college for
adults and further education.

The Blessington further Education and
Training Centre offers education and lifedong
learning for those who have left school.

Housing

In 2016, residantial vacancy sits at 6.3% which
is far below the national average of 12.3%.
Within Blessington owner occupied housing
has remained at the same at 68% between
2016 and 2022, The private rental sector has
increased from 20% in 2016 to 27% in 2022,

Cultural and Community Activities

Blessington Lake is a significant natural asset
for the town. However, due to safety concerns
swimming and other recreational assets are
limited,

The Aven is host te an cutdoor recreation and
adventure centre which is a private, paid
facility. However, the greenway walking rouse
starts here and follows the perimeter of the
lake through woodlands to Russborough
House.

The Blessington GAA Club has four playing
pitches {one which contains flood lighting to
allow play in darker conditions) and a
clubhouse on site,

Next to the Aldi on Oak Drive, there is a public
playground, outdaor fitness area and
skatepark.

Overall, Blessington is lacking well serviced
and landscaped publicly accessible, open and
recreational spaces.

There is a public library located in the new
Town Centre Development.,

The Blessington Primary Care centre is located
in the Blessington Business Park, reducing the
need to travel to larger cities for treatment,

Tourism

The Biessington Tourism Office is located in
the Newtown Square and provides
information on destinations and activities in
the area,



Town Centre Experience

Town centre experience plan

The town centre experience is greatly
influenced by the presence of parked cars and
the volume of traific along the N81, There is an
imbalance of space afforded to pedestrians and
cyclists and this impedes movement and
Impacts on the quaiity of the town centre
experience.

Pedestrian crossing painks across Main Street
are few, and narrow in width. In the vicinity of
Newtown Square, cars are evidenced to park
across crossings preventing pedestrian
movement.

Footpath widths are generally good in the town
but pinch points exist, and the overhang of cars
can eat into this space.

public realm areas fronting onto the Credit
Urion, and adjacent the Dunnes Town Centre
development provide spaces for gathering
which add to the town centre experience.

Active frontages are primarily situated along
Main Street and Newtown Square. The guality
of the historic built form is generally good, with
newer development tending to detract fram the
character of the town.

There is minimal spill-out spaces for businesses
along Main Street. This is limited to ground floor
retail units within the Town Centre
development which allows for a generous
sheltered walkway.

-
71 Bressingten

/ .__::f Blessington Towa Cenlre
ey Primary Pedestrian Movements
m  Crossing Points

O3 Key Views

Logal Lancmark

Placemaking Features

Darriar 1o Movement

Public Realm Space

Active Flontages

Wisual Detractors

Hey Node

Future Key Node

Existing Town Centre Green Space
Propused Grasn Space

suirer Proposed E-Gresnway Routs
Play area & Skale Park
Scheols

Bus Stops

Breaks in development between the historic
town centre and the new Town Centre
development accentuate the feeling of 'old’ and
‘new' and the lack of integration between the
wo.

Greening within the town centre is minimal and
provided by mature but intermittent street
trees along Main Street and more recent
planting along Newtown Square. Where street
trees are more commen, they enhance the
character immeasurably. The presence of
overhead electrical wires is impacting the
growth of trees along Main Street, with large
species being pruned heavily on an annual
basis, This impacts their future potential.
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own Centre Experience
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Narrovws pedesitrian crossing along Main Street

O

Parking alang Maln Street Impacts negatively on the pedestrian exparience

street trees and planning for more.

Overhead electrical cabling s a constraint to retention of existing

L
Generally wide stretches of footpath with examples of attractive Mewer deveiopment  the town feels out of syne with the Break in development between historic tawn centre {background)
shiop fronts enriching the historic charactar of the town. fown cenire core, in terms of scale and massing, roafiine and new Town Centre devalapment limits integration

design, and corndition.
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Town Centre Open Space

Town centra open space plan

Blessington has a good amount of strategic
scale recreational green space within the
wider area, such as Glen Ding Forest &
Deerpark, Blessington Lake and the existing
Blessington Greenway.

There are existing corridors of green open
space to the east of the town where woodland
is a key characteristic. However, areas within
this corridar could be improved with better
conrections to amenities.

The Blessington Demesne 'Green Corridor' to
the west of the town centre affords longevity
to existing habitat and water features. The

new town park {in construction) will enhance

this corridor to provide a strategic scale
recreational amenity for the community.

within the town generally, amenity green
space Is provided as part of residential
development. However, this is generally
internal to the development, lacks variety
{mown grass, street trees) without through
connections.

There are recreational green spaces where
permission is required to access such as
school grounds and the GAA pitches.
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:j Blessington Town Cenlre

Pubiicly accassibie green comidors
with woodland

Blessington Demesne "Green
Corrider

Privately owned green space

Amenpity open space f
road verges

Quany areas

Blessington Lake

{773 Unused green space

(P} Playarsa & Skate Park

cunse S¥sting Blessington
Grel

enRway
vuands Proposed E:Greenway

Prapased Cemmunily Park

Town centre green space comprises:

« Street trees, although the quantum and
spread is inconsistent and trees are
generally absent from the southern
section of Main Street.

« Green open space at St. Joseph's, which is
a residential green space which fronts
onte Main Street,

+ Blessington Play Area & Skate Park.

» Green open space between two areas of
car parking adjacent to the new Town
Centre development.
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Summary SCOT analysis

Strengths

-+

-

-

Established and proactive Town Team
Landscape setting as the gateway to
the Wicklow Mountains National Park
with features of significance such as
Blessington Lake

Historic development of the town as a
fandlord town

Blessington ACA covering the town
centre core and comprising a plethora
of RPS and NIAH built assets

Atiractive streetscape, with
placemaking features such as
monuments, gate piers and horseshce
gateways

Proximity to biodiversity assets -
Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA of national
Importance due to population of
Greylag Goose

Walking experfences afforded by
nearby Glen Cing Forest and Deerpark
and Blessington greenway at the Avon
Key town generators: Supervalu, Aldi
and Bunnes providing retafl services
for a wide catchment

A high volume of independent
businesses

Lower than average vacancy rate
within the town centre

Good amenity: five schools, public
library, GAA ground and various sports
clubs

Generous and free parking provision,
with perpendicular parking maximising
the amount of on-street parking

New town park in construction to the
north west of the town

Future plans for extending the existing
Greenway to comprise an E:Greenway
with a circular walking and cycling
route around the Lake

The road corridor through the town
centre {(N&1) through the town Is wide
which will be beneficial in retrofitting
cycle lanes and Improving footpath
widths,

The town is relatively compact and
walkable

The BIRR project is progressing which
should see some reduction in traffic
volumes travelling along the N81
through the town centre,

Challenges

Visual prominence of cars along key
streets in the town, particularly Main
Street which experiences congestion
and intensity of parked cars

Traffic conflicts with the existing
perpendicular parking

The dominant view cf business owners
that there is a lack of availabla parking
Creating a pedestrian and cycling
friendly environment on a national
road with high traffic counts

Visual prominence of vacant buiidings
and sites between the historic core and
more recent Town Centre development
Lack of integration between old and
new Blessington

Encouraging new uses and adaptations
of older properties whilst maintaining
the intrinsic character

Physical connection between the tawn
centre and the Lakea is weak

Physical connections between
residential developments and the town
centre is weak

Limfted variety within the hospitality
sector, for example, a small number of
restaurants, no hotefs in the town

No coherent approach to design,
quality or pattarn of development
Presence of overhead electrical wires
presents challenges to street trees

The quality of more recent public realm
enhancemants and development can
be poor, with paving around tree pits
forming a trip hazard.

Gpportunities

The E:Greenway will attract an
estimated 300,000 visitors to
Blessington which will increase footfall
Create a pedestrian and cycling priority
environment within the town centre to
generate activity and vibrancy, and
ensure footfall from the Greenway into
the town

Introducing greater permeability
through the town centre for walking
and cycling

Embrace placemaking and the creation
of high quality public realm spaces
which add value to the town

Reduce the prominence of parking by
re-orientating bays and introducing
green infrastructure

-

Implement parking enforcement via
time-timited parking signs in addition
to enforcemeant

Enhancement of town centre green
spaces for the benefit of the climate,
biodiversity and amenity

Increasing the quantum and variety of
street trees

Improve cycling provision, such as
designated cycle lanes and sterage
Renewal of key built assets such as the
former Ulster Bank and Downshire
Hotel will act as catalyst for further
regeneration

Vacant sites within the town centre
core have the potential to unify the
historic core and the more recent Town
Centre development

Opening up access (o backland areas
to the north west of Main Street with
unlock future potential for sustainable
growth and town centre living

Plots to tha south east of Main Street,
betwaen the town centre and the Lake
have deep plots, with development
potential

Diversifying the retall experience with
independent shops and destinations
with community value such as a
Leisure Centre,

Threats

Condition of important landmarks will
decline without investment
Residential sprawl made up of
commuters who do not contribute to
daytime economy

Weakening of character of town centra
through infill development out of sync
with the historic vernacular

Existing street trees atrisk of decline
due to excessive pruning as a result of
overhead wires.

Modifications of the carriageway of the
N&81 will require the approval of TH.
Local businesses and persons may not
be in favour of the removal of some on
street parking.

The BIRR project may take some time
to compete the consent and
constriction process which would
impact the development of ideas along
the National road.
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Introduction

Action Plan

The Action Pl =

ou helong te.

vision

rdevelopment wi hin Blessington,

presented through
site specific opportunities.

The Blessington Town Centre First (TCF) Plan is
a visioning document to be utilised by
Wicklow County Council (WCC), the
Biessington Town Team, local landowners
and developers, business owners and
cammunity groups to blueprint the town's
developrent,

The proposed opportunities within the Action
Plan have been developed in response to the
findings of the Collaborative Town Centre
Health Chack (CTCHC} and through extensive
consultation with the local cornmunity driving
the decision making process.

iety of strat a i

Approach

The Action Pian outlines;

- The overarching vision and objectives for
Blessington

« The opportunity development process

from consultation, long list to a short list
of preferred opportunities

+ Provides outline descriptions, precedents

and delivery mechanisms for the
proposed short list

+ Adelivery plan to highlight which

opportunities can be delivered in the
short term and which may be long term
aspirations.

The Action Plan will provide the refevant
information and next steps for Blessington to
achieve its collective goal,

B .on Study Area

m Blessington

[___-_E Blessingion Tewn Cenire

Structure of the Action Plan

The Action Plan is structured as follows:

1. The Vision for Blessington

2. The Objectives for Blessington
3. Defining the Project Long List
4. Developing the Short List

5. The TCF Projects

6. Delivery Plan.
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2 Defining the Place

The Vision for Blessington

The Action Plan sets out the vision and

objectives for the TCF Plan.

The TCE Plan has developed and enhanced the
initial vision for Blessingtan, and taken
forward the key *health indicators' which were
identified during the CTCHC process.

The key *health indicators' include:
1. Accessibility
2. Urban Realm
3, Community
4, Natural Environment
5. Economy.

Infermation frem business and community
surveys and in-person stakeholder
engagement has been captured to update the
vision for the town,

A set of key objectives have been generated in
response to consultation feedback, and these
relate to the established ‘health indicators.'
These form both the framework and
benchmark for all identified opportunities.
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Urban Raatm

Economy

The Town Centre First Vision celebrates Blessington
as a welcoming and walkable town sieeped in
history and lotated a stone’s throw from
Blessington Lake and the Wickiow Mountains.

Blessington wifl maximise opportunities to reinforce positive
placemaking through creating active, vell-designed and high
guality spaces which accentuate the town centre environment
and reinforce the historic development of the town.

it is a ‘self-sustaining town’ working hard to meet the needs of its
growing residential community. It will maximise spportunities
which build on and diversify the existing offer - strengthening
footfall and dwell time and ensuring economic resilience.

Tourism from the planned E-Greenway is a unigue
opportunity for the town centre. Enhancing the existing
character and sense of place through streetscape
improvements which prioritise walkers and wheelers will
make the town "Greenway ready’.

The town will support active, seciabie lifestyles ensuring
improved health and well-being for all ages and generations.
Climate action will be a pricrity consideration for all
development in Blessington.

Environment

¥
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The Objectives for Blessington

Accessibility

Making significant imprevements to mobility and connectivity is vital to the future
of Blessington, Mitigating the impact of commuter traffic along Main Street and
planning for a town centre environment which prioritises connectivity for walkers
and wheelers are fundamental drivers of the TCF Plan.

Urban Realm

Enhancement of prominent streets and the central square will significantly
coniribute to improving the loak and feel of the town and the built form. This will
generate greater footfall, animation and dwell time, supporting sense of place,
the tocal economy and community cohesion.

Community

Due to the projected growth of Blessington and the tourism potential associated
with the E:Greenway, it is vital that the TCF Plan brings benefits which support a
growing population and provide for greater amenity in relation to health and well-
being, play, socialising and inter-generational activity.

Economy

The activation of prominent vacant town cenire sites is a key objective, Retention
of historic built form should be prioritised, evaluating opportunities for
enhancement, repurposing and better integration. Increasing diversity within the
retadl provision, and enabling functions which would contribute to the evening
eCoNomy.

Natural Environment

Blessington is blessed with abundant natural assets. Strengthening the network of
green space with the town centre environment and connecting routes which
provides access to local features will contribute to placemaking, bring benefits to
the community and tourists alike whilst offering greater resilience to climate
change and ftood risk.
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Defining the Project Long List

A long list of of opportunities has been
developed as part of and across two phases
on a Collaborative Town Centre Health Check
{CTCHC). These opportunities summarise and
reflect on the key findings from the CTCHC
process.

The proposed long list of opportunities has
been prioritised via workshop reviews with
the Town Team, and in response to feedback
received through surveys and public
consultation.

The final long list of opportunities as shown in
Table 1.

Comprehensive trafflc
strategy
Review existing traffc, road
ond parking requirements
within the town to pravide on
eildence base for future
projects

Market Square
A strategy for the regeneration
of the Square with a focus on
retail and petestrians

Cycle Infrastructure
Propose ond install new
bicyefe infrastructure te

promote active travel within
Blessington

Parking Strategy
Review the existing parking
numbers and propuse
updates fo the existing layout
and function

E-Chargers for Cars
Develop electric cherging
focitities throughout
Blessintgton for olf vehidle
fypes

Enhance exlsting green
spaces and biodiversity
An audit of the towns natura!
assets to understond what con
be improved

New Accommedatien
Dffers
Support and encourage new
accommodation provision in
rid around the town

Main Street Public
Realm Improvements
Froposals to improve the

pedestrian accessibility and
public reaim quality of Main
Street

Reduce Visual Clutter &
Underground Cables
Astrategy to reduce visuo!
clutter within the town,
including over head coble,
poor quality signage, etc

Town Deslgn Statement
Prepore a Design Staterment
for Blessington that seeks to
protect and enhance the
positive charocteristics of the
town

Public Realm
Enhancements
A strategy to improve the
visual and muateriel quality of
the public realm, creating
more pedestrien focused
spaces

shop Front and Signage
Strategy
A coordinated strategy to
improve the guality and visual
fanguroge of Blessintan
through branding and cofour
schemes

Develop a Drainage and
Water Strategy
Develop o strategy td future
proof Blessingten against
potentiof future climate events

Utilise Vacant Land and
Building
Reusing the ¥acant
properties and areas of land
within the town-as new
accarmmaodation, retail,
green spaces, etc

Town Wifi
Introduce a town WiFi network
to help promote business and
learning opportunities

My Town App
Develep atewn app to mop
the town amenities, promote
focol history and encourage
independent retail

MUGA
Multi-use games creas are
facilities that can
accommodate o range of
sports, activities and ages

Park Netwark
Intraduce new green spoces
within Blessington at a variety
of scales ond Improve active
travel connections ond routes
between them

Promote Evening Activities
Imprave Blessington's night
time economy through
enhanced public reals,
additional haspitality, ett

Table 1 Long list of Opportunities extractad from the Phase 2 CTCHC
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Leisure Centre
Develop ¢ town Zehtre leisure
Lentre to provide various
health and well-being
netivities for. the commurity

Enhance heritage and
sense of place
Utilise and build on the
towns unique history ond
quaiities to promote the 'stary’
of Blessington

Street Traes
Improve the quality and
setting of existing streef tress,
whilst also introducing new
sfreet trees within the public
realm

Promuote Local Food &
Craft
Build on the towns market
heritage and locw! produce
through morkets ond
restaurants, to ldentify
Blgssington as a destinotion

Encourage and Attract
[ndependent Retail
Profnote Independenit retaflers
and local products to hove
creqte @ positive impect on
the lecel economy

Promote Green
Elessington
Develop @ campaign that
engages residents, businesses
ond schoals to raise
awareness of blodiversity and
sustainability

Temporary Use of Vacant
Froperties
Support the reuse of vocant
premises as temporary retail
or husiness hubs, aflowing
new stortups to test ideas

38



Developing a Short List

Stakeholders were asked to pricritise the long
listinto a manageable shortlist of project
Qpportunites,

During discussizns with the Town Team and
WCC, the long list was prioritised to define
wrhich opportunities the community wanted ta
take forward within the lifetime of the Plan.

The Plan does not prohibit the further
development of long list opportunities shouid
cammunity, funding or market opportunities

align,
Are there funding streams
Town WE Cap a¢ress? Is match
Tesm funding required?
Wicklow Coes it meet the
cC Surveys strategic objectives for

Blessington TCF Plan?

Has it bean achieved
elsewhere, successfully?
Can we learn from
othersy

<&

D we have a variety of
timescales within the
project list - with short,
mediuna ard long term
goals?

Do we have a variety
of scale within the

project list?

L
\

Stewardship approach:

Who is responsible for

the profect? How will It
be managed?

- p

TCF Plan
Opportunity
Projects
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Defining the Short List

The long list of opportunities has also been
reviewed and co-ordinated into a Combined
TCF Project. Sorne opportunities are cross
cutting and may feature within one or more
Combined Projects.

The Combined Projects do not prehikit any
singular long list opportunities being taken
forward on an Individual basis, but rather help
to achieve better funding and delivery
mechanisms.

w4k

00w

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

Completion of Inner Relief Road

Comprehensive Transport Strategy

Cycle Infrastructure

Parking Strategy

E-chargers for Cars

STRATEGIC
TRANSPORT
IMPROVEMENTS

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

Main Street Public Realm Improvements

Reduce Visual Clutter ang Underground Cables

Town Design Statement

Public Realm Enhancements

Develop Water and Drainage Strategy

URBAN DESIGN
FRAMEWORK

Long List Oppertunities

Combined Project

Market Square Development

Enhance Heritage and Sense of Place

Reduce visual Clutter & Underground Cables

Shop Front Strategy & Signage Strategy

Promote "Green Blessington'

Public Realm Enhancements

PLACEMAKING
PROJECTS

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

Utilise Vacant Land and Buildings in the Town
Centre

Market Square Development

Public Realm Enhancements

ACTIVATING THE
TOWN CENTRE
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Defining the Short List

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

Temporary Use of Vacant Properties

My Town App

Leisure Centre

Develop a Park Network

SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY
AMENITY

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

Enhance Existing Green Spaces and Biodiversity

Develop a Park Network

MUGA

Street Trees

Develop Drainage and Water Strategy

TOWN CENTRE GREEN
SPACE NETWORK

Long List Opportunities

Temporary Use of Yacant Proparties

Combined Project

Town WiF

Encourage and Attract Independent Retail

Promoting Evening Activities

Promote Local Food and Craft Markets

SUPPORTING
LOCAL BUSINESS

Long List Opportunities

Combined Project

New Accommodation Offer

IMPROVING
ACCOMODATION
OFFER
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3 Enabling the Place

The proposed shart of list projects has been
developed in response to the previous
findings in the CTCHC and through
cansultation with the Town Team and local
community.

The shortlisted projects set out the
overarching aims and aspirations for each
opportunity. Each of the projects has varied
costs, timeframe, impacts and furding
cpportunities associated with there
implernentation. They are also made up of
one major project or a series of projects
which work together to achieve the overall
geal.

A high frequency of projects are focused
around the Town Centre highlighted in bive,
whilst there are also opportunities that would
be implemanted throughout Blessington as
highlighted in green. The town centre will
became the community and economic heart
of Blessington, allowing it to thrive as a 'self-
sustaining town'.

Proposed projects, such as the Town Centre
Green Space Network, will also e connected
to the wider area as shown in through
strategic links such as the greenway.
Opportunities should help to connect
Blessington to neighbouring towns and
surrounding natural and historic assets. This
will ensure that Blessington is & welcoming
destination that also meets the needs of its
residents.

The following pages will outline descriptions,
precedents and delivery mechanisms for the
proposed short list.

The Project Shortlist

1 Strategic Transport Improvements

Urban Design Framework

improving Vacancy & Dereliction

3 Placemaking Projects

| Viidar area

Blessington Opportunities Plan

co ~N o U

Supporting Community Amenity

Town Cenire Green
Space Network

supporting Loczsl Business

Improving Accommodation Offer
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' Strategic Transport Improvements

Project Overview & Objectives

Strategic Transport Improveme  would

c icallyoutli thelongter vision for
-2town and develop proposals to address

keyisst inline .11 national and local

policy, best practice and technical

standards. The findings could he

incorporated into the scop of anyr blic

r um-focus. R "F project.

There are 3 number of key transport and
connectivity issues within Blessington which
need to be addressed. These comprise:

The N81 (Main Street) experiences g high
volume of traffic which creates a town
centre character centred on the
movement of vehicles,

There are two controlled pedestrian
crossings within the town but their
locations do not align with desire lines.

A prevalence of on-street car parking
along Main Street and Newtown Square
limiting pedestrian movernent,

Alack of available on-street car parking
spaces due to cars parking for long
durations.

An existing private multi-storey car park
which is operating at reduced capacity.
Alack of traffic calming devices along the
N8T to reduce vehicular speeds travelling
through the town centre.

Alack for street trees and vegetation
within the town centre generally.

A severe lack of cycle infrastructure which
will create a disconnect between the town
centre and the proposed E-Greenway,
Alack of walking and cycling connectivity
between Blessington Lakes and the town
centre, and

Alack of permeability between residential
areas and the town centre to hetter
support active modes of travel.

The creation of a Blessington Inner Relief
Road (BIRR) has been identified as a key
Opportunity within the Blessington LAP,
alongside z by-pass for the N81.

The BIRR is considered to have greater short
to medium term potential, given that sections
of the road are already in-situ, and the
programme Lo complete remaining sections is
progressing. The completion of the BIRR is
required to fruly reduce congestion on the
MNB81.

Accessibility

Collaboration and Communication

Consultation with the Town Team highlighted
the primary impertance of resolving the
impact of existing traffic flows through
Blessington. The completion of the IRR fs
considerad to be the key infrastructure
required to facilitate any change through
Blessington Town Centre, in the absence of a
re-routing of the N81.

The impact of congestion and issues with
parking in the town is further reflected within
survey data. Both local businesses and
members of the community feel that
congestion is the paramount Issue in the
town. The mis-management of parking Is also
a key fssue for businesses, in that there is no
control. Given the proximity to Dublin, it is
tikely that some long term parking is occurring
for peopie carpoaling and availing of public
transports from Blessington's Main Street.

There were a number of potential projects
identified through the CTCHC Phase 2. These
include;

» Comnpletion of Inner Relief Road

« Comprehansive Traffic Strategy

= Parking Strategy

« Introducing Cycle Infrastructure, and

+ E-Vehlcle Chargers.

Urban Realm

This Project would achieve the fo wing
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

Community Economy

A

The Impact of or-street parking along both sides of Main Street
and congestlon from the Nationat road compounds tha effect
of vehictes o0 the character of Blessington Town Centre.

The multi-storey car park within the Town Centre development
is an exfsting but under-used rasource within the town,
Exploring the patential for reopening the upper floors would
€ase on-sireet congestion.
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Project Brief

Following on from our Part One analysis, the TCF
Plan sets out below the recommended objectives
for each mode of transport in the short, medium

and long term.

A fundamental objective is to ensure Blessington
is 'Greenway ready’ and to shift the momentum in
the town away from vehicles towards active travel.

Due planning and coordination of this is as
essential accompaniment to any public realm

works.

Mode

Short Term (Up to one year)

Long

erm (three yearst)

Pedestrian Facilities

« Street furniture and signage

audit and rationalisation.

» Additional rest spots provided.
« Develop opportunities to

encourage greater
permeability to residential
estates in proximity to the
Town Centre.

Additional crossing point
across N81 Main Street and
Newtown Square, with the
location to be agreed by field
survey.

Intreduction of additiona!
pedestrian routes to better
connect Main Street and the
new Town Centre
Development,

Pedestrianisation of Market
Square.

Public realm improvements
along N81 Main Street and
Newtown Square.
Enhancement of pedestrian
permeability within backland
areas, e.g. The Lanes.

Cycling

» New high quality cycle parking

at key locations on N&1 Main
Street and Newtown Square

o Interim cycle lanes along N81

Main Street and Newtown
Sguare.

« Develop opportunities to

encourage greater
permeability to residential
estates in proximity to the
Town Centre.

Dedicated segregated cycle
facilities along N81 Main
Street and Newtown Square.
This would require
reapportioning vehicle space
to eycling.

Public Transport

« Publish timetable information

on flag stops

New bus stops including
shelters at their current
location and remove lay-bys

Increase in bus frequency or
locations depending on
business case,

Parking

» Review use of management

systems for parking that
prioritise spaces for residents,
shoppers and mobility-focused
parking.

+ Review parking numbers.

Re-allocate on street car
parking to multi-storey facility.

Time or charge-based
management of spaces,
requiring parking
enforcement via signage and
traffic warden.

introduce additional electric
vehicle charging paints.

Vehicles

» Completion of the IRR.

o Review vehicle speeds and
numbers.

Gateway features at the north
and south on entry to the town
centre on N81 Main Street to
encourage use of IRR.
Introduce traffic calming such
as raised tables.

Reduce speed limit to 30km/hr.

Reduce HGV traffic through
the town,

Increase E-charging bays.
Continue to support the
upgrade of the N81
(Blessington Bypass).

Wayfinding

» Personalised Travel Planning

Town Travel Plan

Town app to show
sustainable transport
methods, key routes and key
destinations
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Transport improverments should actively seek
e mitigate the following risks:

» Maodifications to the carriageway of the
N81 will require the approval of
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (7In.
The BIRR project may take some time to
tompete the consent and constriction
process which would impact the
development of ideas along the National
road,

Local businesses and people may not be
in favour of the remova! of some on-
streat parking.

COST
TIMEFRAME E]

IMPACT

FUNDING » Local Government
« DCRD RRDF
+ Town and Viflage
Renewal Schame
PROJECT
RESPONSIBILITY

Wicklow CC

Carrick-on-Shannen Strategic Transport
Assessment, Co Leitrim,
Leitrim County Council

Following completion of streetscape works
in Carrick-on-Shannon in 2022, the local
authority began a process of clarifying
traffic regulations around parking in the
county town,

The aim of the strategy was to ensure free
parking in the town's car parks but apply
charges to ali other on-street parking to try
and encourage longer dwell times and
reduce congestion within the town centre,

Ina statement, Leitrim County Councll
said:

"Paid on street parking is in place to ensure
that short term parking is ovailable for
shoppers and visitors to the town centre and
therefore maintain the centre of the town as
a vibrant ond inviting place for ol visitors™

Parking Strategy and Action Plan,
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

A five-year Parking Strategy and Action
Plan was developed to address the overall
requirement for off-street car parking
within the district. The strategy was
developed following a review of existing
parking practices and demand throughout
the district following consultation with
members of the public and key
stakeholders,

The strategy aims to:

= Provide an appropriate level of
parking to support economic vitality;

+ Ensure that parking is inclusive of all
types of users;

» Ensure that parking takes place in
appropriate locations;

» Deliver well-managed, high guality
parking utllising techrology where
possible;

= Ensure that car parking provision
encourages sustainable commuter
fravel;

« Ensure that parking provision
supports businesses and tourism, a
reduction in congestion and pollution
and improved road safety.
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Layout of parking restricdons in Carrick-om-Shannon

i

Streetscaps improvements and traffic regulations 25
partof a hang in hand strategy in Carrick-or-Shannon
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Enniskillen town walkability mapping

P

Enniskillen town streatscape improvemants with on-
streat parking restrictions
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~ Urban Design Framework

Project Overview & Objectives

Urban design is an approach to the design of
buildings and the spaces between them that
focuses on specific design processes and
outcomes. It is an interdisciplinary field
incorporating elements of architecture,

engineering, landscape design.

It conveys a holistic approach at a strateglc
scale. It is the fabric of a town which makes a
significant contribution to creating an
appealing piace, encouraging sadcial
interaction and reflecting a town’s character,

An Urban Design Framework (UDF} isa
strategic planning tool that sets out a design
vislon for the future development of a place. 1t
enables consistency of development and
guides developers, landowners and planners
in a coliective pursuit of high quality design.

Blessington Town Centre would benefit from
an Urban Design Framework study as the
town is seeing conslderable growth driven by
the demand for housing, yet the town centre
core has pronounced areas of vacancy. In
addition, more recent development within the
town centre is of lower than expected quality,
can lack character and is poorly maintained.

Recognising that most future development
within the town is likely to be private
developer funded, an UDF study advocated by
the Wicklow's Forward Planning Team and
Blessington's Town Regeneration Office would
set the tone and provide a quality benchmark
and consistency of style across the town
cantre.

Collaboration and Communication

There were a number of potential projects
identified through the CTCHC Phase 2 which
could be addressed by an Urban Design
Framework study.

This includes:

. Main Street Public Realm Improvements

. Reduce Visual Clutter & Underground
Cables

« Town Design Statement

» Develop Drainage and Water Strategy.
and

« Public Realm Enhancements.

Public consultation has indicated that
improverments to the public realm are greatly
desired, Including more bins and trees and
improved maintenance of the footpaths.

2 IV N ¢ B

ks t -

Cluteer within the streetscape along Main Street, demaonstrating
the visual impac: of overhead lines. Drainage is located within
retrofitted accessible paridng bays. Footpath matertals are
incansistent across the town.

Existing trees along Newtown Square showing signs of tree root
egress which is lifting the paving within the tanopy dlameter of
the tree, Some areas of paving have becorne a trip hazard asa
result.

i
A

Develapment at Newtawn Sauare is showing signs of wear,
along with the black paved carrlageway which is failing at key
Junctions due to stress by vehicles.
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P iect Brief

A UDF has the capacity to retain, restore and
enhance character. [t can also create
umniformity, setting out what is working well
and which areas require upgrade.

A UDF is recommended as a pre-cursor to any
individual public realm enhancement project,
in order to ensure a consistency of style
across all future projects.

The following aspects are recommended for
inclusion within the scope:

—

. SCOT analysls and audit of the existing

context relating to:

= Built form: a study of scale, massing, plot

and block sizes, active frontages,

materials

Public realrm: audit of different spaces

and streets and their features

{mavement, utilities, sighage, street

furniture, materfals, public art, trees)

Naturzl character: topography, landscape

character

Historic townscape character: looking at

the intrinsic qualities and features of the

Architectural Conservation Area.

2, Development of guiding design principles
aligned to each discipiine area, setting
clear guidance for the expectations of all
future development.

3. Movement Plan

4, Landscape Strategy

5. Example applications of the guiding

princigles in the form of concept layouts.

Fuhlic realm study

An example concept design output from the
Public Reaim element of an UDF is
demonstrated In the following pages, in
refation to streets and spaces.

The UDF should establish clear typologies for
the design of streets and spaces based on a
hierarchy. For Blessington, this may include:

« Main Street, as the key town centre
route and focus of retail activity in the
town

- Newtown Square, as a secondary route
connecting to the Town Centre
Development, and

- Shared streets, a potential new typology
reflecting the desire to provide greater
permeability for walkers and wheelers
and improve character.

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objactives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

Sk

Accessibility Urban Realm Community Economy

o

e

Main Street

+ Primary pedestrian and cycle route in
Blessington

- Generous footpath widths

+ Off road cycle way connecting to
E.Greenway

« Parallel parking bays

« Integration of urban greening (street
trees, wildflower verges, etc)

+ Seating along route, for passive
surveillance

« Spill out spaces for businesses,

Natural
Environment
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Newtown Square (adjacent Tovin Centreé
development)

« Secondary pedestrian and cycle route
in Blessington
«+ Generous footpath widths
« Cyclists share carriageway with vehicles
- Parallel parking bays (if required)
_+_Integration of urban greening (street
o _-Arees, rain gardens, etc)
" " Seating along route, for passive
surveillance
- o « Spill out spaces on footpaths for
. businesses.

New typology: Shared Streets

« Public realm space shared across all
modes, with priority given to
pedestrians and cyclists

» No parking

« Integration of urban greening (street
trees) to define spaces

e nmmemmgheating along route, for passive
- " stirvelllance - within a pedestrian
pricrity space.
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The UDF should review the findings of the
Street Route Accessibility Audit (Sept 2019}
commissioned by Blessington & District
Forum, This document presents a useful
audit of the town and catalogues
wbservations for improvements relating to
all areas within the vicinity of Main Street,

The document sets out aspirations to create
a Universal Design Strategy and Action Plan
and ensure that all developments within
and around the town are expertly reviewed
and monltored to ensure that they meet
the highest standards of accessibility and
universal design, This shouid include all
designs, procurements, construction and
services,

CosT o000
000

TIMEFRAME
IMPACT

FUNDING  + DRCD RROF
« Town and Village
Renewal Scheme
PROJECT

Wicklow CC
RESPONSIBILITY

Lands at Stradbally Road Urban Design
Framework and Masterplan
Laois County Council (LUC)

The Framework sets out the design principles
for a new sustainable residential community,
town park and sports complex in Portlacise
that meets the neads of local people whilst
being resilient to economic, social and
climate change challenges,

Overall, the Masterplan and UDF considered
the following:
» Maximising the residential potential of
the site
» Developing walking and cycling
infrastructure within the site to ensure
sustafnable connectivity
Improving the existing built environment
through retrofitted hard and soft
lzndscape treatments
+ Minimising the impacts of any proposed
development on ecological and heritage
assets.,

Northgate Urban Design Framework and
Masterplan
Darlington {LUC)

Northgate is located to the immediate north
of Darlington town centre, with part of the
masterplan lecated within the Northgate
Consarvation Area, Despite its geographical
and historical prominence, the area has
become run-down with a high degree of
physical dilapidation.

The Urban Design Framework (UDF)
establishes the design principles for future
masterplan proposals, Design principles
identified in the UDF were as follows:

= Topography and built form

» Stree{s

- Public realm

= Green and Blue infrastructure

» Boundary treatments

« Parking

« Materiality

The Masterplan focused on the development
of the project’s aims and objective into an
illustrative design response. The main focus
was on realising the opperiunities found
within the historical built form and riverside
setting. This was a conservation-led
management approach which promotes
regeneration.
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3 Placemaking Projects

Project Overview

Placemaking inspires people to coliectively
reimagine and reinvent public spaces as the heart
of every community. Strengthening the
connection between people and the places they
share, placemaking refers to a collaborative
process by which we can shape our public realm in

order to maximise shared value,

More than just promoting better urban
design, placernaking facilitates creative
patterns of use, paying particular attention to
the physical, cultural, and social identities that
define a place and support its engoing
evolution.

Many of the featured projects within the TCF
Plan have placemaking qualities.

Projects identified as most aligned to
placemaking are featured here and include:
1. Public Realm Enhancements to Market

Square
2. Shop Frontage Strategy
3. Town Branding Project.

Engagement and consultation on these
apportunities will be essential to the
successful application of placemaking
principles. The Blessington Town Team should
have a central role in the creation of
meaningful development.

Collaboration and Communication

There were a number of potential projects
identified through the CTCHC Phase 2 which
could be addressed by Placemaking projects.

This includes:
+ Market Square Development
«+ Public Realm Enhancements
«» Reduce Visual Clutter & Underground
Cables
« Enhance Heritage and Sense of Place
» Shop Front Strategy
= Signage Strategy
« Promote 'Green Blessington.'

Public consultation has indicated that the
creation of a civic space or public plaza in the
centre of the town was another project which
received support from attendees on the day,
in tandem with improving the overall
condition and appearance of the footpaths
and introducing more cycling infrastructure in
and around the town centre.

o

Market Square with focal points comprising Boyle Monument
{NIAH Recommendead Protected Struciure} and a prominent
mature lime tree. Existing street trees are cansiderad an
integral part of tha character of the town.
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Malin Street Is enhariced by significant bulldings such as Mariet
House {now Credit Unton), a Protected Structure. Details such
as the mazerials, door cases, windows, particularly where these
are original or ¢lder and the carriage arches at intervals aleng
the street make a significant contribution to sense of place.
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Although without a market, on-street trading is evidenced on
site, making use of the high volume of parking bays. The
derglict Downshire Hatel is another significant building fronting
onto Maln Street.

51



1. Public Realm Enhancements to Marke Square

Project Brief

Thee brief for Market Square will be:

+ to create a high quality focal point ang
pubtic realm space in the heart of the
town
to afford greater permeability to walkers
and wheelers building upon Blessington's
high walkahility value
to improve the setting of key landmark
buildings in the vicinity, and
+ to mzxirmise the spatial potential of the

town centre to better support local
busingsses and the community,

Re-allocating space to pricritise the movement
of people means greater footfall potential and
opportunity to create a more attractive,
people-friendly environment, Padestrian flow
is improved and there is greater potential for
businesses to incorporate outdeor dining,

Including provision for a shelter and efectrical
pop-Up within the Square will future proof the
central site for events and market trading.
Town centre wi-fi and SMART features will
bring both economic and community benefit.

Gther potential improvements include:

+ Tree planting and rain gardens to ensura
the town is resilient to the climate change
and biodiversity loss crises.

= Bespoke and unique integrated light

features to attract footfall and the night
time economy.

Spaces to be used flexibly by local
businesses for cutdoor dining
opportunities.

Fixed seating to provide a space for
pecpte to gather,

-
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Next steps

In order to secure investment for the Market
Square Public Realm Enhancement Project, an
application to the Department of Rural and
Community Development's RRDF Is
recommended.

The investment provided by the RRDF seeks to
support praject that can deliver
transformative change in rural towns and
villages, positioning them for further growth
through regeneration and town centre
renewal,

The types of projects supported by the RRDF
include measures to address dereliction and
vacancy and town centre residency projects.
Breathing new life and vibrancy into rural
town centres via the creation of a landmark
public realm scheme will be viewed as a key
project outcome,

COST
TIMEFRAME D
IMPACT

« DRCD RRDF
+ Town and Village
Renewal Scheme

FUNDING

PROJECT

wi
RESPONSH3ILITY feklaw CC

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

cc;;siblllty Urban Realm

Cobh Public Realm Enhancement Plan,
Cork County Council

An exciting new urban design to enhance
the public realm of Cobh's town centre has
been developed by Cork County Council,
with a people-centred approach that
promises to make Cobh a more attractive
town in which to live, work, visit and invest.

The key driver was moving away from
vehicular prioritisation within the town
centre: “if you plan towns for cars and
traffic, you get cars and traffic.... if you plan
for people and places, you get peaple and
places" Fred Kent, Project for Public
Spaces.

Consultation formed a key part of the
design development, bringing local
residents, businesses and community
organisations together to consider
requirements within the public realm.

mu  ovemens by  ht

Cobh Casement Square public realm improvements

Community

Ut
A

Natural
Environment

" Economy

Ennistymon Public Realm
Improvements, Offaly County Council

In 2021 Ennistymon was awarded
funding under the Destination Towns
Programime to improve the town's public
realm, The works aim to enhance the
visual attractiveness of the town,
promote the rich heritage and improve
pedestrian movement. Extensive
consultation with the community and key
stakeholders has been undertaken to
ensure cutputs are audience specific.

The project has focused on increasing
dwell time in the town and reducing
vehicle dominance through the creation
of attractive spaces designed for
pedestrians, Ttie widening of existing
footpaths has also resulted in the
creation of outdoor street cafes and
additional opportunities fer markets and
events.

Key to the project was the
undergrounding of overhead utilities to
minimise street clutter within the main
public realm enhancement areas. High
quality street lighting has been utilised to
promote night time use.

Censultation on Public realm improvaments in Ennistymon
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2. Shop Front Strategy

Project Brief

Terraced development along Main Street is
reasonably homogenous in character, having
developed over a short space of time in the
early 19th century. The land use along Main
Streetis predominantly commercial
{spedfically retail and food & drink) and
residential to a lesser extent,

Inn the interest of retaining the richness of the
traditional streetscape, a Shop Front Strategy
is proposed,

A Blessington Shop Front Strategy would
provide guidance for existing or new business
owvners on best design principles for their
shop signage, colour schemes, details,
windows, illumination and interaction with the
streetscape. A Strategy focused on this aspect
will provide Jocal people with the opportunity
ta collectively enhance the town's visual
appearance, reflecting historic or unique
character,

Improving the visual appearance of urban
streetscapes, focusing on shop fronts and
street facades, has the potential to increase
community pride and confidence, making
small towns such as Blessingten more
attractive places to live, work and do business.

Strategic direction is required in order to
assist local landowners with guidance on bast
practice relating to the following:
= Painting buildings or shopfronts
« Commissioning murals
» Upgrading or restoring shopfronts
» Enhancing entrances/terraces with
planting
= llluminating architectural features
= Installing canopies and street furniture
« Deduttering shopfronts with remeoval of
unnecessary signs / wires.

Existing shop front design guidance within the
Wicklow County Development Plan could be
repurpcsed and updated ensuring it is both
easy to access and use. Further information
should alse be provided within the guide to
enable businesses to access funding to
support imprevements,

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

Urban Realm Community

Coilaberation and Communication

The desire to enhance the visual appearance
of Blessington's shops was identifiad by the
community early in the CTCHC process.

The value of improving the facades of
properties along Main Street to ensure it is
enhanced as a key destination for the local
community and visitors was evidenced and
embraced. Improving the appearance of
derelict properties was also identified as
important.

Characterful shop frontages in Blessington

CosT (] 0 04
000d

IMPACT O

TIMEFRAME

FUNDING » For procurement of
Strategy: Local
Governmeant

For funding
enhancements: CRCD
Streetscape
Enhancement Measure

PROJECT
RESPONSIBILITY

Wicklow CC, Local
Businesses

Economy

County Kildare Shopfront Guidelines,
Kildare County Council

The art of good shopfront design has
declined in Kildare. Retailers have sought
to dominate the streetscape with aver-
scaled fasclas, garish colours and over use
of signage, similarly the inappropriate
reproduction frontages harm the genuine
historic facades whilst many contemporary
interventions failed to accommodate
signage adequately or relate to their wider
host building.

The Design Guide is intended to encourage
and guide shop owners and desigrers to
maintain the character and agpearance of
traditional shopfronts and to improve the
quality of new shopfront designs so that
they respect and enhance their
surroundings. Guidelines also promote
enhanced accessibility.

i ptas ey el
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3. Town Branding Strategy

Project Brief

Founded in the 17th century by Michael Boyle,
Archbishop of Dublin and Former Lord
Chancellor of Ireland, Blessington is a town
with a rich history. The town criginated as a
large country house, Downshire House,
surrounded by a landscape demesne or
parkland. It was an early example of the trend
that would become more popular in the 18th
century. The linear settlernent of Blessington
village was also established from this time.

Blessington is also located close to natural
attractions and amenities such as the Wicklow
Mountains, Blessington Lzke and the
Blessington Greenway, a 6.5km walking trail
which connects Blessington with Russborough
House. The proposed greenway extension
around the Lake is another potential branding
cpportunity which is unigue to the town,

Town branding is a useful way of celebrating
the town's significant heritage and local and
regional attractions. This could be used to
better promote Blessingion as a destination
town within the wider area, recognising it is
located strategically within the reglon.

Town branding would help to make
Blessington mete legible for pedestrians and
more recognisable as a destination to visitors.
Managing visual clutter should form a key
aspect of the town branding strategy.

Town branding within the public realm could
be be improved through the use of relevant
and relatable iconography to strengthen the
sense of locality and identity. Icons could be
integrated into wayfinding, sculpture and
seating to create a consistent effect across the
public realm.
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PROJECT Wicklow CC, Town
RESFONSIBILITY Team
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Urban Realm ‘Community

Collaboration and Communication

Establishing consistency across the town's
suite of signage with the aim of decluttering,
simplifying and conveying something uniquely
Blessington was considered a priority project
for the town. In this way, the town would be
finding is unique identity, or unique selling
point.

There were a number of potential projects
identified through the CTCHC Phase 2 which
could be addressed by a Town Branding
Strategy, including:

« Reduce visual clutter and underground

cables

« Town Branding / Signage Strategy

+ Enhance history and heritage and sense
of place (creating a story)
‘Green Blessington’
Signage / visual information panels for
flora and fauna.

The Blessington History Society is a local
community group who meet in the town on a
monthly basis. It is recommended that
members of this group are actively involved in
collaborations on the content of a Town
Branding Strategy.

Blessington is also part of the Wicklow
passport where participants can drive, walk or
cycle to collect stamps from across Wicklow
discovering attractions and activities along the
way.

Wor ok L O oW

‘Econoriy

Ireland’s Ancient East, Various, Failte
Ireland

The project was a unigue opportunity te
offer visitors a compelling reason to
visit the eastern and southern regions
of Ireland. Failte Ireland developed an
umbrella destination brand called
"Ireland's Ancient East' (IAE) rooted in
the rich history and diverse cultural
heritage synonyrnous with this part of
Ireland.

The purpose of the signage js to:

« Bring the IAE brand to life and
make it more visible to visitors.

« Cross-sell nearby tourist
attractions and points of interest,
thereby encouraging visitors to
explore the wider area.

« Present the story of lreland's
Ancient East.

The signage is bespoke, formed frem a
3D interpretation of the Celtic inspired
Ireland's Ancient East brand lego
combined with a spiral of infermation
to engage the visitor and encourage
them to interact with the installation. It
isinstalled at approx. 100 key sites.

Bes 1AE signage, Co Meath
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Activating the Town Centre

Project Overview & Objectives

Irtroduction

Although Blessington's town centre vacancy
rate is lower than tha national average, the
visual effects of vacancy are compounded by
the proliferation of gap sites and empty
buildings zt the heart of the town centre,

Prominent, landmark buildings, such as the
former Ulster 8ank and Downshire Hotel on
Nain Street are vacant. These buildings make
a significant contribution toc character of the
town centre through their height, siting or set
back from the building line. Thelr vacancy
must be addressed by the TCF Plan.

ithin the ilco ofthe o

areanumb rofo

ortunity =’

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
ohjectives of the Blessington TCF Pian;

Accessibility Urban Realm

. centre, ther
s ith could

b develope tob tersupportihetown's

conomic
e cohesivenessof: h -
th  anew wnce.

The absence of development within the heart
of the town cantre is further compounded by
an absence of connectivity or walkability
between Main Street and paraliel routes to
the north west. Planning for activating this
area with pedestrian and cycling priority
routes is recommended to support future
footfail.

There is also development potential within the

lang linear plots of Main Street, specifically
between Dempsey's and the former Ulster
Bank building. in crder to promote compact
grawth within the town, these backland areas
have huge potential for residential
development.

The prominence of vehide parking
craates pass® -25 and barriers
o movernent,

mction whilst also stren,
ricto ce e
develop nt.

.e ing

Communlty

Natural
Environment

Economy

Collahoration and Communication

Reducing dereliction alongside the desire to
expand on the retail and service offering in
the town was a key issue for both business
owners’ and residents’ surveys. Residents felt
particularly strongly abeut repurposing vacant
and/or derelict buildings in the town centre,
particularly those of cultural of historical
importance such as the currently empty Ulster
Bank and the Downshire Hotel.

When asked whether their needs as a
consumer were being met in Blessington,
55.6% indicated that there was scope for
improvement. Residents felt an increase in
variety within the restaurant and retail offer
were required, alongside more leisure
amenities.

Public consultation highlighted the absence of
a dedicated facility for the arts with
suggestions a vacant town centre building
could be repurposed into a centra for art
exhibitions, theatre, music, etc.

COST
TIMEFRAME
IMPACT
FUNDING - Private developer
- DCRD RRDF
« Crof Conaithe (for
derelict properties to be
made available for rent)
PROJECT  wicklow CC

RESPONSIBILITY
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The Brief

‘Activating the Town Centre' looks at
redeveloping key sites and buildings within
the heart of the town centre, with a key
objective of prasenting the opportunities
associated with their activation, and setting
out broad design principles to guide
development.

The key sites include:
« Opportunity Site 1 Blessington Town
Centre
+ Opportunity Site 2 Main Street
- Opportunity Site 3 Market Square
« Opportunity Site 4 Downshire Lodge
= Opportunity Site 5 Dempsey's
« Opportunity Site 6 Downshire Park
= Former Ulster Bank building.

Opportunity Sites 1 - 6 are located on privately
owned land which presents challenges for
Wicklow CC in terms of delivering consistent
and connected designs.

Itis the intention of the TCF Plan to set out the
broad principles for ensuring high design
quality recognising the unifying objectives that
each site has to meet along with the public
realm hetween those spaces,

In order to ensure consistent development,
the Opportunity sites are grouped as
necessary in order to demonstrate the desire
for the areas to be developed as a cohesive
masterplan. In addition, Opportunity Sites 4 -6
are finked and could together form one
Opportunity area.

i:} Blessington Tawn Centre
' Qpportunity Area Mapping
s Vacant buildings

. PR
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Boyle 2040, County Roscomimon
Roscommon County Council

Beyle is located within the northern part of
Roscommeon County and is rich in historical
assets. A vacancy audit undertaken in 2020
indicated that the residential vacancy level
in the Town Core, which is the focus for the
Boyle 2040 Plan) is 80%.

The Boyle 2040 Plan envisions a gradual
reversal of this process through attracting
pecple back to live and invest in the core
town centre areas. This significant town
regeneration project will undertake a series
of linked projects, including the
refurbishment and conversion of the old
Roval Hotel into an Enterprise Centre,
exhibition space, information point and
coffee dock, and the creation of a new
riverside promenade, which will link the
town centre to key tourism attractions.

Re-activating the river corridor frontage,
which development has traditionally turned
its back on, and visioning it as a space for
town centre living, walking and wheeling is
central to the masterplan.
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Opportunity Sites 1- 3

Opportunity Site 1 is largely comprised of
surface car parking, access roads to a multi-
storey car park, and residual green
areas/road verges.

The site occupies a prominent position located
between the large scale town cantre
development (Dunnes store) and the historic
town centre. Its current use as surface car
parking (on land currently zoned for town
centre uses) represents a break between the
built-up area of the Main Street/Market Square
and the Town Centre development, resulting in
twwo pooriy connected areas of the retail core
and a visually discordant feature.

1t is also a key iocation for movement acrass
the town centre, with the entrance to $t. Mary's
Senior National Schoot and the Tramway
Theatre located immediately to the north, retail
units to the west and scuth, and access to
Blessington Main Street to the south-zast, The
carrent use is not conducive to these
migvements.,

Searface fevel car park presents a passive space between the
h storic town centre and riew town centre development,

T

Dresirefine from St Mary's Senior Schoal and the Tramway
Theatre with no consideration of pedestrian permeability or
cannectivity to the historic town centre.

Opportunity Site 2 is located on Main Street
just south of 5t. Joseph's Road and is
currently occupied by three derelict
buildings which face onto Main Street.

The site has approximately 30m frontage anto
Main Street and would present an excellent
opportunity to provide a pedestrian and cycle
route linking Main Street to better connect the
historic town cantre with the new town cantre
development,

Retention and reactivation of the existing
derelict two storey development along Main
Street is key. Opening up the backlands
associated with the properties would generate
developrment opportunities along the
connecting route.

These lands would be suitable for both
commercial and residential uses with the key
development criterfa being the creation of new
active fagades and safe walking and cycling
reutes.

Existing vacant development along Main Street to be retained
and enhanced with the potential to open up access o
backlands.

Fl

Opportunity Site 3 is located on Blessington
Market Square and is currently occupied by
one structure (a two storey attractive
vernacular house ‘The Forge') with
attendant lands that are partially used as a
yard.

The site has approximately 40m frontage onto
Markat Square and is a key site in need of
regeneration and redevelopment in the town
centre, being at the most prominent location
and with the mast potential to bring about a
transformative change in the overall
impression and image of the town cantre,

The site provides a connection through to site
Opportunity Site 1 and presents an cpportunity
to link a revitalised Market Square (refer to
Project 3) to the new town centre development.

These lands would be suitable for both
commercial and residential uses with the key
development criteria being the creation of naw
active fagades along all ground fleors.

Existing vacant vard space adjacent to the Market House (Credit
Union building) providing a key site line towards the new town
cantre development.

£xisting yard space adjacent to the Forge, a private . dential

development on the Square.
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Recommendations

A Concept Parameters Plan and Access &
Movement Plan demonstrates the potential
opportunity afforded by these three sites
collectively,

Future development must address the
following:

Provision for compact, in-fill, mixed-use
development to expand the retail,

commercial and community offering within

the retail core, alongside residential
development.

Greater integration between existing
histaric development along Main Street
and the town centre development,
achieved through an appreciation of the

built line, the pattern of development and

approach to massing.

= Maximising active frontages at ground
floar level and ensure an appropriate
architectural response to both the

Blessington ACA and the new town centre

develapment.

Improvements to the public realim in
favour of pedestrian and cyclist priority
threugh and around the site supporting

connections to Main Street, the school and

the new town park.

Creating shared spaces, where vehicles
make use of spaces designed for
pedestrians and cyclists.

or a linear urban greenspace.

a green space and habitat network.

Creating a safe, walkable town centre

environment which brings benefits to the

community.

From a landuse perspective, Opportunity Site 1
is considered to be suitable for a wide range of

commercial, retail, community, tourism and
resldential use, subject to the provision of
adequate active uses to all frontages.

Improvements in the quantum of greening
within the town centre. Green space would
need to be robust and approptiate to the
setting, such as street trees, rain gardens

Enhancing the bicdiversity and ecological
network within the town centre to support

Opportunity Sites 1-3

Access & Movement Concepts

Proposed

+ Potential Mixed-use
Davelopment

Active Frontage

Passive Frontage

= Public Realm (Incorporating
Urban Greening)

\? LN / A ,
Opportunity Sites 1-3
" Access & Movement Concepts
Proposed
Public Realm (Incorporating
\ Urban Greening)

Vehicle Route

Shared Space with
Pedestrian/Cycle Priarity
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Opportunity Site 4 - 6

Opportunity Site 4 comprises the backlands
o anumber of properties along the Main
Street, most of which are in commercial use,
and include a bank, Garda Station, two pubs
and a range of small retail / retail services
LErIits.

Long kinear plots along Main Street
demonstrate the potential for land to be
assembled in a co-ordinated manner te pursue
opportunities for sustainable residential in-fill
development.

For the most part, the buildings aleng the Main
Street are older, vernacular buildings and the
majority are considered worthy of retention for
architecturzl, historical and strestscape
reasons. There are a number of gaps along the
street frontage which provide rear access to
businesses.

Such routes could be maximised to open up
pedestrian and cycling access to potential
development sitas at the rear and provide for
enhancemsnt permeability within the town
centre,

Cypening up vehicular access is critical and
requires a jeined-up approach with Opportunity
Sites5and6.

Underused spaces ta the rear of developrment alang Main
Streat

Oppertunity Site 5 comprises Dempsey's, a
plot of land with a commercial property
and Protected Structure built in 1790 facing
onto Main Street.

The property is located at the end of the block
and lies adjacent to a linear green space and
pedestrian footpath which runs aleng the
former alignment of the Naas Road. The site
exhibits similar characteristics to Opportunity
Site 4 - a cornmercial building with on-street
frontage set on a long linear plot,

In addition, this site connects directly to
another public road {Beechdale Closa) which
present an opportunity to better connect
residents from this area to Main Street, the
new town centre development and Market
Square area.

Activation of this parcel of land has the
potential to enhance the neighbouring green
space through access improvemnents which
will bring greater surveillance.

Dempsey’s is considered a Building of Special Importance by
the Blessington ACA, featuring a timber panelled central door
with fanlight over a mouldad surround.

I

The Old Naas Road adjacent to Dempsey's, which lies adjacent
:o an underusad green space {right of piciure).

Opportunity Site 6 comprises Downshire
Park, a large undeveloped ‘greenfield’ site
located directly opposite the Dunnes
anchered development, surrounded by
developed lands on three sides,

Adjacent land to the north and west is
predominantly residential, laid out on cul-de-
sacs, The site demonstrates potential in
enhancing the town centre access for those
residents,

Given the site's [ocation adjoining the Care
Retail Area, an ‘active’ use of the ground flcor
is desirabte to maintain a vibrant and
supervised street frontage, which could include
commercial and community uses.

The key development criterion for this site is
the need for to provide for a vehicular route
through te Opportunity Sites 4 and &.

Cpportunity Site 6 lies within the middle ground of the
photograph - the hoardings of which provide a focal point far
thosed g along Newtown Square.
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Recommendations

A Concept Parameters Plan and Access &
Movement Plan demonstrates the potential
opportunity afforded by these three sites
collectively.

Future development must address the
following:

« Provision for compact, in-fill predominantly
residential development.

« Ensuring an appropriate architectural
response to the Blessington ACA and the
any development which impacts a
Protected Structure or its setting.

+ Sympathetic development which works
with the scale of adjacent built form and
local topography, respecting views out to
the local landscape (north west).

Opportunity Sites 4-6
. Access & Movement Concepts
. Proposed

Potential Mixed-use
Development

« Reconnection of the urban form along
Newtown Square with an appreciation of
the built ling, the pattern of development:
and approach to massing.

Active Frontage

Maximising active frontages at ground

Public Realm (Incorparating
floor level.

Urban Greening)

+ Improvements to the public realm in
favour of pedestrian and cyclist priority
through and around the site supporting
connections to Main Street and the town
centre.

Creating shared spaces, where vehicles
rmake use of spaces designed for
pedestrians and cyclists.

« Incorporating a modal filter on any vehicle
conneaction with Main Street.

Enhancing the biodiversity and ecologica)
network within the town centre to support
a green space and habitat network.

Creating a safe, walkable town centre -
environment which brings benefits to the - Q\\\‘\
community. 7 >‘>>\\/
RN \\2\‘/\\ 4 4
< Opportunity Sites 4-6

Access & Movemant Concepts
\\ Proposed
Public Realm {Incorporating
urban greening)

‘Vehicle Route

Shared Space with
Pedestrian/Cycle Priority

- Pedestrian & Cycie Routes



A New Era for the former Ulste Bank Building

S outiining the development potential of the former Uister Banlk

Project Brief

The former Ulster Bank bullding is a
prominent landmark bullding dating from c.
1830 It is en the National Inventory of
Architectural Harltage (NIAH) and is a
Protected Structure. It is an optimum
example within the town centre where the
'civic, commercial and spiritual importance is
highlighted by their height, siting or setback
from the building line” (Blessington ACA}.

The attractive detached, five-bay, twe-storey
former Downshire Lodge, was canverted to a
hotel in the late nineteenth century and
became a bank on 1918, It has been vacant
since the bank's closure in 2021, Reactivating
this building and finding an appropriate use
i essential for reducing the negative impact
vacanty can generate, but also in generating
activation for the proposed public realm
space at Market Square (Project 3).

Enriching the evening economy is a key
objective due to its prominent location in the
town.

.

Recommendations

Sultable land use comprises retall,
hospitality or community uses to the
ground fioor and residential or office
space to the upper floor.

Ensuring an appropriate architectural
response to mitigate any potential
negative impact on the Protected
Structure or its setting.

Retention of high quality architectural
features to convey sense of place.

Providing a more direct access route
from the entrance to connect to
potential spili cut space which makes
full use of the proposad public realm.

Cappoquin Regeneration Project, Co
Waterford

Cappoquin Regeneration Company Ltd
was established by Cappoquin
Community Development Company in
2019. The sole aim of this Company is to
address the issues of vacancy / dereliction
/ underuse of properties in Cappoquin
Town.

The Cappoquin Regeneration Company
Mission Statement is:

"“We envision working with and on behalf of
the local community in reinvigorating ond
regenerating the town of Coppoquin by
purchasing and refurbishing underused /
vacant / derelict properties, bringing them
back into active use as residential /
commercial entities, improving the public
realm and thus making Cappoquin an
attractive place for families and individuals
to five in, work in and enjoy its natural
amenities and its activities and also an
attractive ploce to visit, by collaborating with
stakeholders such as relevant Government
Departments, Waterford City and County
Councif, Waterford Leader Partnership and
the Tomar Trust”.

Funding of over €5 million is heing
provided to convert three derelict town
centre buildings including a former Hotel,
Pub and Department Store into a suitable
mix of modern, energy efficient residential
accommodation.

The Cappoquin Regeneration Project will
atso the development of ‘over the shop'
living accommodation in the town centre
as well as the renovation of three historic
town houses on the main street. The
focus of the investiment is in combating
vacancy and dereliction by regenerating
iconic town centre buildings.

Refi  shed residential accarmmadation in Cappor
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General Principles for New Development

Historic Fabric

» The survival of historic fabric and form is key

to retaining sense of place within the
Blessington ACA and its setting. The existing
fabric should be adapted to develop
proposals for change.

New development should be high quality,
reflect its context, incorporate appropriate
architectural detailing and mirror rooflines.

A finer grained pattern of development
should be reflected within new development
located in proximity to older properties.

Scale and Massing

« New development should connect with the
surrounding neighbourhood by respecting
and maintaining building lines and heights,
established plot sizes, rhythm and setting.

Development layouts and heights should
promate positive skyline landmarks such as
St. Mary's Church and the Wicklow / Kildare
landscape to the north west.

Active Frontages

« The facades of building, in particular those
that face onto the public realm will help to
define the streetscape, Buildings should be
of high quality and present an active
frontage.

Public Realm

«+ The design of public realm space should
includa multi-functional uses (markets,
events, gathering, café culture) encouraging
pedestrian participation, and inviting activity.

Promoting an evening economy and
encouraging a population around these
spaces will extend the activity within these
spaces and ensure natural surveillance.

Urban Greening

« The introduction of street trees, rain
gardens, areas of green space and
sustainable drainage is vital to ensuring
climate change resilience and ensuring
continuance of the wider green and blue
network,

Historic Fabric

Scale and Massing

Active Frontages

Public Realm

Above: Diagrams representing the

Utrban Greenin
g general principles for new development
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5 Supporting Community Amenity

Project Overview & Objectives

Introduction

Blessington is the fifth most populated town
in Wicklow with & current population of 5,611
(2022 census). It Is a growing town and a
desirable location ta live, given the proximity
to Dublin, on-the-doorstep amenities and
access to the Wickiow landscape.

The quantum and availability of community
amenitias will need to keep pace with the
growing population. There are a myriad of
existing community assets within the town
which should be enhanced and expanded to
ensure there are no deficiencies in community
provision,

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

Accessilﬁiiity Urhan' Community Economy Naturat
Environment

Communication and Collaboration

Thepro; sed E:Greenw hasthe pote .l
generate gre. N ichwillb 1. _th There were a number of relevant community-

town centre economy. xploring ways to ensure

focused projects identified through the CTCHC
Phase Z including:

the Greenw. has a knock-on impact for « leisure centre
community 1 _fis also essential. » My Town App

Sustainable energy generation should also be
considered, in order to better position the
town in terms of minimising its carbon
faatpdnt, but also as a source of income
generation which has the petential to fund
additional town centre opportunities of
community benefit.

Projects identified as most aligned to
swipporting community amenity are featured
here and include:

+ AHub for the Greenway

+ Proposed Leisure Centre

= My Town App

« Community Energy Plan.

The Blessington & District Forum is a
community-based voluntary body comprises
32 members and facilitates all matters In
relation to community and sccietal
development. They are key stakeholders in
relation to this Project.

» Develop a Park Network
» Temporary use of vacant properties,

Recent responses to residents’ surveys
highlighted the following as key issues for
resofution within the TCF Plan:

+ Alack of activities and reasons to come
into the town. This is particularly
noticeable for teenagers and young
people, and [eads tc a percaived high
tevel of anti-social behaviour, particularly
around the Dunnes Stores area,

+ Astrong desire to see the development of
new amenities and facilities for young
people and, in particular, for a swimming
pool.

Public consultation also highlighted the
absence of a dedicated facility for the arts. It
was suggested that one of the town centre
buildings which are currently not in use could
be acquired and repurposed into a centre for

art exhibitions and music.
e cetoB . v

on Newtown Square )
The cverarching perception of Blessington

was one of a town with a vibrant community
spirit and significant potential for growth, but
there were concerns over the rate at which
the population of the town has grown over
recent decades without a corresponding

- expansion of facilities and amenities,
particularly for young peopte.
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A Hub for the Greenway

Project Brief

Developing a Greenway Hub along the route of

the proposed E:Greenway, and close to
Blessington Town Centre, will provide ancillary
features aligned to the active travel route.

Such a facility would support walking and
cycling, providing tollet and washrooms, cycle
repair facilities and bike rental services.

Exploring how the Greenway Hub could alsa
provide community benefit is also
recommended, looking at integrating the
following types of community assets:

» food growing areas

» play facilities

» sheltered picnic spaces, and

« ayouth hub.

There are examples within the town of how
shared uses can he facilitated to maximise
efficiency, such as the Tramway Theatre's
location within St Mary's National School.

Providing muttiple functions for the Greenway
buitding will streamline the delivery of services
within the town, thereby making it more
resilient and likely to prosper.

Barnagh Greenway Hub, Co. Limerick

The Barnagh Greenway Hub is located on a
central part of the Limerick Greenway,
providing facilities for the local communities
and visitors alike,

The Hub offers car parking, bike rental,
toilets, a playground, cafe, pottery studio,
crazy golf and meeting room facilities.

1t is often the focus for events such as 'Bike
Week' in Septermber where family-friendly
events, bike maintenance classes, music and
food are combined to encourage peopla to
enjoy the Greenway.

Cafe, playground and crazy golf at Barnagh Greenway Hub

Wl oK b QoW

Sketch outiining tha potential development of the farmer HSE building

Recommendations

The public realm space fronting onto Kilbride
Road should be welcoming and people-focused
with minimal amount of vehicle parking areas.
Provision of electric charge points for vehides is
advised, alongside sheltered cycle parking to
convey the importance of active travel.

Use of the Hub for a café or commercial
services provided within the town centre is not
recommended, to encourage interaction with
Main Street. However, operational viability may
require a commerdial function to the Hub.

Managing the area to better support
sustainable water management and wildlife
would be advantageous.

In addition, photovoltaic panels mounted onto
the south facing roof space could be used to
generate electricity for the Hub. The potential
use of ground sourced heat should alse be
explored.
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TIMEFRAME 0
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« Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme
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Proposed Leisure Centre
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Location plan ilusirating the poterdial focation for a leisure centre in Blessington

Project Brief

The community desire for a Leisure Centre in
the town is longstanding,

There are a number of potential lecations for
a Leisure Centre:
1. Within a cluster of community facilities on
Oak DPrive to the north of the town
2. Within the heart of the town centre and
3. Within Burgage lands on an undeveloped
area cof Wicklow council-owned fand.

Thie benefits of a Leisure Centre along Gak
Drive or within the town centre core is the
ease of access due to the close proximity of
the town centre and the new town park.

Land ownership is & key consideration,
however, Land parcels on Cak Drive and in
Burgage are to different degrees council
owned, whereas the fand within the town
centre is privately owned.

Additionally, Oak Drive has fragmented
ownership and therafore, its development
wrould be subject to a partnership agreement
with a private landowner,

Recommendations

The design for a Leisure Centre site should
ensure:

Ease of access to local road networks, bus
routes and walking and cycle routes

Ease of access to complimentary
community facilities

The site is of 4 sufficient size tc provide
car and cycle parking

Active frontages to all facades of
development if located within the town
centre

Any existing vegetation is retained to
integrate the development intc the
setting

Mitigation for any potential loss of
vegetation or habitat, and any potential
contamination of the water network
Sustainable designs for the built form and
external spaces

Sustainable erergy use and generation.

Nenagh Leisure Centre, Co. Tipperary

In 2015, the refurbished Nenagh Leisure
Centre and adjoining town park was
opened to the public,

The facitities are located on the outskirts of
Nenagh, but within watking distance of the
town centre. The Leisure Centre offers
state of the art swimming and gym
facilities with whole-family and accessible
teisure opportunities.

The leisure centre is located on an "island’
site, surrounded by the River Nenagh and
an overflow channel adjacent the Dublin
rail line with several bridge links to the
remajnder of the town.

The project involved the reorientation of
the original 1960s building to front onto
the new town park to the east and the
internal segregation of swirnming and gym
facilities. The new aerobics suite and
extended gym now overlook the park,

The Leisure Centre is a Near Zero Energy
Building (NZEB} due to a bicmass boiler
which provides 96% of its heating and 180
photovoltaic (PV) roof panels which source
approximately 10% of its electricity needs.

Nenagh leisure centre and town park
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Community Energy Plan

Project Overview

Renewable electricity is a central element of
the government's action on climate
disruption, ensuring that ambitious climate
targets are met. The Renewable Energy
Support Schemne (RESS) lays the foundations
of a thriving and cost effective renewable
electricity market that supports the growth of
the green economy, creates sustainable work
opportunities, and ultimately benefits the
consumer as the renewables become more
and more cost effective.

Renewable energy is energy derived from
natural resources that are replenished as a
higher rate than they are consumed.
Renewable energy projects can be delivered at
a range of scales and, in Blessington, may
comprise;

Domiestic scale:
+ Solar ar Phatovoltale (PV) panels
mounted onto roof surface
« Ground source heat pump
« Air source heat pump
» Biomass.

Strategic scale:
= Solar or Photovoltaic (PV) farms
= Wind farms
« District heating scheme.

Stjose b n eet

Funding opportunities

The Community Centre Investrnent Fund
announced in December 2322 is a funding
stream dedicated to enhancing existing
Community Centre, Parish Halls, Scouts Clubs,
Youth Hubs, Family Resource Centres and
Sport Complexes across Ireland.

Retrofitting energy upgrades to heating
systems and installation of electric vehicle
charging points are examples of the type of
wark supported by the grant.

W
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Claremorris & Western District Energy
Co-operative Society, Claremortis, Co,
Maya

The town of Claremorris is fast
becoming the green hub for the West
of Ireland. In 2015, local residents
began promoting greater usage of
renewable energy across the region
through the creation of the Claremorris
and Western District Energy Co-
Operative Soclety.

The Co-op embarked on the
development of an 'anaerobic digester’
to demonstrate how waste products
could generate energy.

The digester was put on display at
agricultural fairs and schools across the
region.

This initiative was followed by a new
district heating system for the town
and its environs based on renewable
energy saurces. The project enabled
heating to be supplied to premises and
buildings in Claremorris from a
centralised source, The Co-op have also
developed a solar farm on an old
landfill site near the town and have
planning permission for a second site.

Dale Farm, exampla of Commuriity Solai” Farm

i
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My Town App

Project Overview

Due to the range and spread of community
assets across Blessington, it may be difficult
for those new to the area to understand what
facilities are available and who to contact to
make use of them. Making access easler will
increase the capacity of community bulldings
te generaie revenue, which could be
reinvested into building improvements.

Blessington is a multicultural community, with
the highest proportion of non-nationals in

Wicklow {at 13.6%). Polish, French and Spanish
are the most widely spoken foreign languages
in Wickiow. Recreation and sport are activities
which can often break down language barriers
and generate a sense of community cohesion.

A digital app platform which provides real
time information would provide a one-stop
shop, and could comprise:
« Library opening hours and facilities
« Theatre opening hours and showings
= The range of activities offered by
community centres across the town
The range of activities offered by privately
owned sports clubs
« Booking details, and
Children's party booking infarmation,

Additional information on businesses couid be
added, but within a separate directory.

My Town Apps, Various

The MyTownApp.uk is a digital community
tool which provides information on locat
services that we require on a day-to-day
basls, local directories including local
government departments, medical centres,
pharmacies and schools, and information
on what's on in your local community.

BT TO BAT AND DRINK

WHERE TO5TAY

WHET'S OM

Exiract from Dyma Llandeilo App

Llandeilo Town Council have used the
platform to create their own Town App
aiming to help local businesses, local
residents, and visitors alike by providing a
huge amount of information about the
town, various commuinity organisations
and local businesses. This information is
combined in the My Town App to create a
single point of reference for the ocal
community.

Llangeilo Tewn

These apps will provide visitors with a
wealth of knowledge about the town, but
also localised insights as It Is driven by the
community. It becomes a pocket guide
that can be linked {o additional events,
destinations, active routes and much
more.
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J Town Centre Green Space Network

Project Overview & Objectives

Introduction

Green spaces or Green and Blue
Infrastructure (GBI) is an essential component
of healthy, thriving communities and
ecosystems, GBI is typically a term used to

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plan:

describe the network of natural and semi- o
natural spaces and corridors in a given area. )
These might include open spaces such as :
parks and gardens but also allotments,
woodlands, fields, hedges, lakes, pands,
playing fields, wetlands, as well as footpaths,
cycle routes and watercaurses,

= & n

Accessibitity I-Jrl:lan Rea

Although Blessington is blessed by its
picturesque location close to Blessington Lake
and the Wicklow Mountains to the east and
the Kildare uplands to the west, the town
centre environment can feel urban in
contrast. Where there are street trees along
Main Street, this improves the character to
such an extent that it lessens the praminence
of vehicles and congestion.

Creation of a stronger Town Centre Green Space
Networlk would better support active lifestyles,
improve health and well-being, enhance
biodiversity and generate greater climate
resiiience. Connectivity between green space
assets is key to improving access to green space
for all.

A Town Centre Green Space Network for
Blessington should seek to plan for new urban
greening, optimise the performance of
existing green space and also improving
connectivity to green assets within the wider
area,

Integration of the E:Greenway which will
connect Blessington Lake with Main Street is
an opportunity to retrofit GB! elements, such
as rain gardens, street trees and wildflower
verges. In this way, GBI becomes a wayfinding
tool.

'3
b

Community

.

Natural
Environment

Economy

Collaboration and Communication

A focused discussion with the Town Team
highlighted the importance of access to green
space and local GBI assets such as Glen Ding
Wood which incorporates a 3.5km circular
walking trail. A new walking trail through
Blessington Demesne has recently been
introduced, to better coannect the BIRR to the
wood and deer park

A new public park is also in the process of
construction as part of the Sorrel Wood
residential development, on an area of land
where Downshire House once stood. The park
is being designed and constructed by a private
developer.

There were a number of potential projects
identified through the CTCHC Phase 2
including;

« Enhance existing green spaces and

biodiversity

« Develop a park netwerk

« MUGA

« Street trees

« Develop drainage and water strategy.

cosT O 0
TIMEFRAME [:]
IMPACT
FUNDING « Wicklow Co Co
Community Awards
Scheme
« LEADER
= DRCD RRDF
PROECT  wickiow Co €o Town
An existing example of amenity spaca along Blessington's Main RESPONSIBILITY Team

Street. The site supperts mature traes and mown grass.
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Recomimendations

The Town Centre Green Space Network
shiould seek to enhance the ecosystem
services afforded by green space assets and
provide for more urban greening.

Existing graen spaces, generally

All green space and amenity open space
within Blessington is recommended for,

« audit, in terms of understanding the
existing quantum, function, character and
condition of green space and

« enhancement, in terms of improving its
biodiversity, amenity, recreation and
drainage value. Maintenance and
management regimes will likely require
changes to reflect this.

» enhancement in terms of connecting
sites, and providing walking routes from
residential areas into the town centre,

Existing town centre green spaces

Key sites within the town centre are
recommended to be prioritised for
improvements, These comprise:

« School grounds

» Church grounds

« Parks and play areas

« Amenity open space and road verges

ciose to key town centre routes,

Prioritising these sites will reinforce a 'Green
Corridor' for the town centre which will create
a more pleasant people-centred experience,

This corridor could comprise:
= Wildflower verges and areas managed ta
support birds, butterflies and insects
« Passive, sensory spaces with seating
« Spaces with Incidental play equipment, to
encourage 'play on the way'
Formal play equipment, such as MUGAS
Food growing areas to encourage
intergenerational socialising
« Tree planting to Increase carbon storage
and provide shade during summer
months
« Swales or rain gardens to support
sustainable drainage and make
Blessington more resilient to flooding,
and
« Sheltered spaces to encourage use of the
space with it, natural survelllance,

l Blessingloo

HE ::_‘{ Blessington Town Cenlra

Publicly aceessible graen comridors
with woodland

[ Blessington Demesne 'Green
Corridos

Amenity operi spaca f
roagd verges

CP) Play area & Skala Park
rruiil Proposed ExGreenway
Proposed Community Park
Walking Route 10 Glan Ding Woed
Recammandzations:

i i) Prority Areas for Green Space
Enhancements

. Proposed Town Centre “Grean
Carridor’

Potential green corrider for the town centre comprising Priarity
Areas for Green Space Enhancemenis
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Strengthening the network

Planning for more urban greening, along key
town centre routes - such as street trees, rain
gardens, green roofs and wildflower areas -
will create a more rebust Green infrastructure
network which enables habitat corridors and
accentuates walking and cycling routes,

Green infrastructure is of particular
importance with a view to better connecting
the proposed E:Greenway to the retail heart of
Blessington.

Planning for more town centre green spaces,
such as the proposed concept for a linear park
connecting Market Square to Bunnes (further
information in Projects 3 and 4), will further
strengthen and add value to the network.

Proposed straet trees to increase the
guantum and variety in the town centre

Corridors of ptanting and wildflower
seeding for wildlife and sustainable
water management

'On the way' play features to provide
cornmunity amenity

Sheltered and seating spaces for
community amanity

Indicative plan outlining the creation of afinear park, better
connacting the historic Market Square with the Town Centre
development area to the rear.
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Clanbrassil Street and St Nicholas Quarter, Dundalk

Infusing urban environments with green spaces is vital to
enstiring natural habitats are well connected and that our towns
and cities are ciimate resilient.

Clanbrassil Street was once located on the main vehicular reute
between Dublin and Belfast and was & hard, engineered space
designed for large vehicles. The multi-disciplinary team sought
te enhance the public realm without compromising the
funciionality of the street space.

This project demonstrates how good placemaking can transform
a hollowed out town centre into a fiving, breathing, sustainable
public domaln, promoting the health and well being of the local
community.

“The compieted scheme has transformed the main spine of the
town, as well as making it more attractive for investment, and
increasing visitors to the town”. Joan Martin, Chief Executive of
Louth County Councit

The pocket parks and green spaces can be used by pedestrians
as mental refreshers on their daily trips around the city.

Connacred urban grean spaces in Dundalk

Urban shading provided by increased tree canopy in Dundalk

Don't Mow, Let it Grow, Couseway Coast and Glens Berough
Council orea

Don't Mow, Let it Grow is a project which hopes to make small
changes in the management of selected public grassland sites to
offer greater biodiversity benefits and increased biodiversity
connectivity.

This is a three year partnership project between Causeway Coast
and Glens Borough Council (CCGBC), Transport Ni and the
Northern lreland Environment Agency (NIEA} which has been
funded by Heritage Lottery Fund (MLF} and Landfill Communities
Fund (LCF).

The project focuses on the conservation of semi-natural
grassland, specifically the management of road verges and
amenity grasslands and the development of an online practical
management toclkit to ensure long-term establishment.

There are now 19 trial Dfl Roads verges and 17 trial amenity
sites spread across the Borough, equating to over 11Ha of
Council land now being managed as meadow for the benefit of
the local community and visitars, as well as native wildflowers
and pollinators. Traditional meadow management includes
cutting once a year and where pessible removing the cuttings.
This has considerably reduced maintenance regimes.

Example of a Don't Mow Let it Grow verge with signage

Den't Mow Letit Grow roundabeout in Enpis, Co, Clare
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/ Supporting Local Business

Project Overview & Objectives

Introduction

The 2016 census indicates that 61.5% of
Blassingten's population is 'in work'. 1,212
travel into Dublin and its suburbs for work
whilst the employment offer in the town is
predominantly related to the commercial and
trade sector with professional services
featuring as the second largest employer.

Blessington's commercial sector largely
features its retail service, which it provides to
a wide rural catchment. There are a series of
convenience shops including Dunnes Stores,
Kenny's SuperValu and Aldi. Comparison
stores are offered across main street and the
Dunnes Store retail unit.

Objectives

This Project would achieve the following
objectives of the Blessington TCF Plar:

3

Urban Realm Community Econr;my

importantly, 81% of businesses within the town
centre are independent and 9% are start-ups.
Whilst the quantum of vacant units within the
town centre is low, ensuring Blessington's
businesses continue to thrive is a key objective

of the Town Centre First Plan.

Businesses could be supported through the
following identified opportunities:

« Digital improvements to the town centre,

such as provision of town centre WiFi

« Reducing congestion and parking mis-
management in the town
Creation of flexibly designed pedestrian
priority public realm spaces to increase
footfall and provide external spaces for
business use
Providing trading spaces for local food
and craft markets,

Such improvements will attract further
independent retail businesses, alongside
active provision for business start-up support,
reduced business rates and use of vacant
properties on a temperary basis,

e g -

-2

{nstalling Town Centre WiFi afongside introducing SMART public
realm features will encourage greater participation and use of
the town centre.
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Collaboration and Communication

There were a number of potential
projects identified through the CTCHC
Phase 2 including;
« Promoting evening activities
« Local food and craft markets and
trading
« Encourage and attract independent
retail
« Temporary use of vacant properties
« Town WiFi.

Residents' surveys indicated that there
was a lack of activities and reasons to
come into Blessington. There was also a
notable desire to expand the retail and
service offering in the town. In particular,
there is a desire for an additional bank
and a wider variety of restaurants.

For businesses, a lack of parking spaces
was cited as the biggest issue in
Blessington, followed closely by a lack of
shops and services and the prevalence
of traffic. A lack of banking facilities was
also cited as an issue for some
respondents. High rates, anti-social
behaviour and a lack of accommodation
for tourists visiting the town were also
cited as [ssues.
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Creaation of pudlic reaim spares

future proof for markat t..

Flexibly designed Public Realm

Proposed areas of public realm should include
provision for future preofing the town, for the
purposes of:

« bventplanning

« Providing greater external spaces for

businesses
« Market trading
« Increased use by a growing community.

The provision of & sheltered space, whether
temporary or permanent, will facilitate year
round usage. Instalting electrical pop-ups
within these spaces will provide a much
needed power supply for future events, Town
WiFi and undergrounding of electrical wires
are also key contributors to this project.

Spaces should also provide fixed seating for
general community use,

R
——

and events

Public reatm space in Clifden, Co Galway which supports fixed

seating areas, spill out space for businesses and spaces for ather

flexible uses.

WIiFi4EU Funding Stream

The Irish government has shown its
centinuaus support for WiFidEU, an
European Commission initiative which
promotes free access to Wi-Fi
connectivity for citizens in public spaces
throughout Europe.

The Department of Rural and
Community Development (DRCD)
nrovides match funding, thereby
doubling the value of the EUR 15,000
voucher granted to Irish WiFi4EU
beneficiaries.

The matching funding has allowed
county councils to install a larger
number of hotspots and broaden the
project’s impact in terms of connectivity
and opportunities for the population.

According to the Broadband Officer of
Gffaly County Council, "connectivity is
key in this era of digitalisation and the
introduction of WIFI4EU] will strengthen
Cffaly's reputation as a forward thinking
and digitally inclusive urban and rural
landscape, which strongly promotes
access to on-ine services and
information across the County”.

The WiFi4EU voucher provides a fixed
amount of funding of EUR 15,000 per
municipality, Municipalities recelving
vouchers will select the 'centres of public
life' whare the WiFi4EU hotspots
{wireless access points) will be installed.
The WiFi4EU vouchers may also be used
to partially fund a project of higher
value.

The voucher may serve to purchase new
equipment or upgrade old material and
replace it with most recent and best
available equipment on the market.

The beneficiaries will be selected onia
first-come, first-served basis, while
ensuring that all Member States can
henefit from a minimum amount of
vouchers.

74



.y

Wl{f‘aﬁir(iix

« Improving the Accommodation offer

Project Overview & Objectives

The absence of accommeodation in Blessington

Is a pronounced issue for the local community. o e

The town's existing tourism potential - due to This Project waidd ac — the follow:

its proximity to the Wicklow Mountains objec afthe Blessingin TLF Pl
National Park - is being overlooked for this - : L
reason. With the anticipated future extension | o v

of the Greenway, due consideration needs to be L . -f

given for providing a range of town centre T .
accommodation. Accessibilty  Urban Realm " Ecoriomy

Additional visitor accommodation could be
introduced in Blessington via a number of
methods:

« new hotel development within the town,
prioritising use of existing vacant units, or
vacant land
the development of a campsite and
allocated RV parking with hook-ups, close
to Blessington Lake. This would address
demand and provide visitars with an
affordable and convenient place to stay
while exploring the area.
the development of glamping areas to
cater for holiday lets, close to Blessington
Lake
» town centre first fioor holiday lets.

Private investment will likely be regquired to
create new accommodation. Viability for such
enterprises will increase once the full potential
of the E:Greenway is realised.

CosT
TIMEFRAME D
IMPACT

FUNDING « Private Developer
led
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Coliaboration and Communication

Business owners' surveys highlighted a lack of
accommodation for tourists visiting the town,

Feedback during public consultation again
hightighted the lack of accommodation for
tourists as a major issue for Blessington,
particularly given the anticipated 300,000
tourists per annum growth in visitor which is
anticipated with the extension of the
Blessington Greenway.

'

The prominently location, and vacan, former Downshire Hotel
occupies a prime town centra site with generous backlands.
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A Revitalised Downshire Hotel
A Vision

The Downshire Hotel is a landmark town
centre bullding built around 1820 as a house
and latterly used as a hotel and art gallery. Itis
both on the National Inventory of
Architectural Heritage and a Protected
Structure, It has been empty for some years,
but is known to feature 27 hedreoms, a
restaurant with capacity for 80 covers, a large
function room capacity alongside secure off
street parking and extensive lawned gardens.

The Downshire is located on 2 long L-shaped
plot and has a double frontage along Main
Street to the front and Kiloride Road to the
rear, which is the propesed route for the
proposed EGreanway.

Due to the existing infrastructure in place, and
the extansive grounds to the rear, it is feasible
ferr the site to diversity its existing fermal hotel
affer into a multi-user accommodation site,
alsc facilitating RV parking, camping and/or
glamping.

The site has enormous potential to better
cannect the town centre with the E:Greenway
and Blessington Lake beyond. Safe public
access routes could be provided along the
south western boundary of the property and
through the grounds connecting to Kilbride
Raad. Such connections are pivotal to ensure
footfall from the Greenway into the town.

Racemmendations

Suitable land use comprises hospitality
and accommodation, with agreed public
access to certain areas.

Ensuring an appropriate architectural
response to mitigate any potential
negative impact on the Protected
Structure or its setting.

Retention of high quality architectural
features to canvey sense of place,

Providing a more direct access route
which connects the E:Greenway and
Blassington Lake o Main Street.

Provision of an active frontage along both
Main Street and Kilbride Road.

Integration of Green infrastructure to
ensure the site acts as a green corridor
between Blessington Lake and the town
centre.

RV parking ares

Camping area

Hotel

Play area

Graen walking routes

Biessington e-greerway

Cafe

Restaurant

.
T4

indicative plan outlining the potential multi-usar accommodation
potential of the furmer Downshira Hotal si



Aerial view of Blarney Caravan and Camping Park

Caravan pitches at Blarney Caravan and Camping Park

Blarney Caravan and Camping Park, Cobh, Cork

The Blarney Caravan and Camping Park is located eight
kilometres from Cork city and three from Blarney village. It is
surrounded by green space and facilities such as the 18 hole
pitch and putt. It is conveniently locatad close to local amenities
{with a regular bus service from Cork City to Blarney Village) but
it's secluded and peaceful enough to feel that you're in the
middle of the countryside.

The Park offers hard standing and grass caravan and
motorhome pitches including 2 dedicated disabled access
pitches, and a separate camping area.

There are a number of destinations close to the site including
Blarney Castle and Gardens and Ballyhass Aqua Park.

The site is also the perfect base for those looking to explore the
Southwest Coast of Ireland, including The Wild Atlantic Way and
Ireland’s Ancient East.

communa L attor  Mar nest intot L]

The Skydome yurts at Lough Mardal surroundad by natural bogland

Lough Mardal Lodge, Donegal

Perfectly located for outdoor adventure in Ireland’s north west,
tough Mardal Lodge offers a sustainable glamping and eco
lodge accommodation adjacent the stunning Lough Mardal near
Donegal, It is located on the Wild Atlantic Way, 15 minutes from
two beautiful beaches, remote and tranguil yet accessible.

The lodge is the central communal building and has been
constructed from sustainable materials including locally sourced
roundwood timber, straw bales, lime and cob with a green roof,
The overall effect is a building embedded within the sensitive
landscape.

A number of luxury skydome yurts and a shepherd's hut
compliment the accommodaticn offer, all focused on the
surreunding landscape offering wonderful views of the
surrounding bogland, lake mountains and forestry.
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Delivery Plan

Introduction

Implementing the Blessington Town Centre
First Plan Is an evolving and discursive process
which will continue long after the TCF Plan is
adopted, It is intended to be a flexible and
adaptive document, to be reviewed regularly
against up-to-date insights into funding
opportunities, landowner opportunities and
the demands of the market. Ensuring the pian
continues to align with the hopes and
aspirations of the community in Blessington is
vital and this will be overseen by the
Blessington Town Team.

The Delivery Plan is organised into the
following sections:

« Governance
+ Funding Mechanisms
« Planning Appraisal.

Governance

As set out in the Town Centre First policy, the
delivery of projects will be carried out by the
Town Team in collaboration with the Local
Aughority and others as required. The
following roles and relationships are key in
the implementation of the TCF Plan:

‘Town Regeneration Officer (WCC)

The presence of a dedicated WCC Town
Regeneration Officer focused on Blessington
will strengehen the relationship the town and
its community has with the local authority.
This will lead to stronger collaberaticn on the
projects and decisions necessary to
rejuvenate the town,

Blessington Town Team

The Town Team will have a continuous rale in
co-ordinating and overseeing delivery of
projects, communicating with stakeholders
and reviewing the TCF plan over time so that
they retain ownership of the TCF process.

The Town Regeneration Officer will support
the ongoing work of Town Teams, ensuring
development and delivery on the TCF Plan
alongside the Town champion.

Creating a Town Team Action Plan
It is recommended that the Town Team setls

out an Action Plan for how the TCF Plan
should ideally be implemented, lgoking at:

Evaluation of the plan as a strategic
whole ideally on arn annual basis in order
ta understand which opportunities form
the focus for each particular year.

« The creation of Working Groups looking

at specific opportunities within the TCF

Plan. Membership of Working Groups

should be aligned with the diverse

sectors, backgrounds and experiente
each team member can offer the
particular project in question.

The appropriate mechanisms for

disseminating information into the wider

community, such as through the creation
of a website, using social media
platforms, sharing meeting minutes.

+ Setting a timeframe for the monitoring of
the vision, objectives and priority
opportunities within the TCF Plan, in
conjunction with the Town Regeneration
Officer.

- On-going monitoring funding streams

and relevance to the plan.

Wl oK L oW

Phasing

The progression of the projects within the TCF
Plan will require due consideration of phasing,
in relation te:

« What projects are considered enabling
works (for example, transport
improvements, and undergrounding of
electrical wires)

« understanding the processes within and
between projects {for example, 2 UDF
would be developed as a pre-cursor to
any public realm development).

Phasing of development should also consider
the timeframe for funding opportunities, in
order to maximise the effectiveness of the TCF
Plan.
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Funding Mechanisms

An overview of current funding opportunities
that projects promoted through the TCF
process may be eligible for are set out below.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
(RRDF}
The RRDF is a funding programme that is
investing €1 billion in rural Ireland up to 2027.
This fund is aimed at:
+ Supporting job creation in rural areas
+ Addressing de-population of rural
communities
* Supporting improvements in tawns and
villages,

RRDFfunding is available for towns and
villages with a population of less than 10,000
andis awarced through a competitive bid
brocess, proposals are invited from Local
Autthorities and other Iocally/regionally based
crganisations such as Local Development
Companies.

Crai Cénaithe (CC)
A grant of up to a maximum of €50,000
{inciusive of VAT) for:

« the refurbishment of vacant properties
for accupation as a principal private
residence, and

= for properties which will be made
availabie for rent.

Thisincludes the conversion of properties
which have not been used previously for
residential landuse, subject to acquiring
appropriate planning consents.

A maximum top-up grant amount of up to
€20,000 is available where the property is
confirmed by the applicant to be derelict (ie.
structurally unsound and dangerous) ar if the
property is already on the local authority's
Derelict Sites Register.

Town and Village Renewal Scheme (TVRS)
The scherne is targeted at two categories;
+ Category 1: Towns and viilages up to
5,000 people,
» Category 2; Town with a population of
5,001 to 10,000 people (suited to
Blessington.)

A key measure is supporting Our Rural
Futures and Town Centre First Palicy. The
2023 TVRS is designed to support the
revitalisation of rural Ireland through a
renewed focus on town centre econemic and
social recavery and regeneration. This will be
achieved through projects fecusing on town
centre regeneration, enhancing our
streetscapes and bringing vacant and derelict
buitdings back into use as community multi-
purpose spaces through refurbishment and
renovation,

This scheme is a competitive process with
local authorities Invited to submit application
forms to the Department of Rural and
Community Development (GRCD. There are
twe types of applications Local Authorities:

+ Building Acquisition Measure

= Main TVRS Measura.

LEADER Community Led Local
Development (CCLD)

The LEADER Initiative was established by the
European Commission in 1991. |t was
designed to aid the development of
sustainable rural communites following the
reforms of the Common Agricultural Policy.
LEADER promaotes a ‘bottom-up’ approach to
rural development, with the implermentation
of business plans and decisions on funding
being made at a national level on projects,

The LEADER programme is administered at a
focal level by 29 local action groups. Sligo
Local Community Development Committes
{LCDC) is the Local Action Group for delivery
of the LEADER programme in Sliga.

The LEADER Programme accepts applications
based on profects which improve:

» Rural Tourism

+ Enterprise development

+ Broadhand,

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
(ORIS)

This scheme provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational
Infrastructure. It also pravides support for the
necessary repair, maintenance, enhancement
or promotion of existing outdoor recreational
infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland. tt
provides funding for: development,
extensions and repair of trails, walkways,
cydeways and blueways improved access to
outdoor lelsure or recreational facilities
development of outdoor recreational
infrastructure,

Other funding opportunities

The following list outlines other grant
schemes which have the potential to support
the regeneration of Biessington:

+ Creative Ireland Grant Scheme {CIGS)

» Heritage Council Community Heritage
Fund (HCCHF)

« Dept. of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage Community Monuments Fund
(CMF)

« Dept. of Department of Rural and
Community Development Community
Centre [nvestment Fund (CCIF)

+ SEAI Community and Business Grants

{SEAI)

Local Authority Community Grants

Féilte Ireland Small Grants Schemea

(FAILTE IRE)

NTA Active Travel Grants Programme

(NTA}

+ European Regional Development Fund

(ERDF)

Historic Towns Initiative {HTI)

Féilte Ireland ‘Destination Towns’ Initiative

o)

Sustainable Mobility Investment

Programme (SMIP)

« Historic Structures Fund (HSF)

Built Heritage Capital Grant (BH cg)

¢ Funding under the Strategy for the Future
Development of National and Regjonal
Greenways (SFDNRG).
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Planning Appraisal

Description

Planning Policy
Alignment

Compliance with
Planning Policy

W1 oK B O ow

Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Objectives

| Opportunity 1: Strategic Transport Assessment

- Strategic
Transport
Assessment

Possible measures to eme'rgew
from the assessment include
pedestrian facilities such as
additional seating and
erossing points in the short
and medium term. In the
long term, there may be
pedestrianisation of Market
Square and other public
realm improvements as well
as the addition of bicycle
parking and segregated cycle
facilities. There will be new
bus stops with an increase in
bus frequency in the langer
term. in the medium term,
there is an aim of
reallocating on street parking
to the existing multi-storey
car park. Electric vehicle
charging points and time-
based parking could be
introduced within 3 years. In
the short term, there is an
aim of completing the Inner
Relief Road. It may also
include the introduction of

traffic calming measures
within the town and a
reduction of the speed limit
to 30km/hr.

NPF: NPO 4, NPO

6, NPO 27

RSES: RPO 7.42,
RPO 7.7, RPO

8.1, RPO 8.2, RPO

8.3,RP09.10

WCDP: CPO 12.1,
CPO 12.2, CPO
12.3, CPO 12.6,
CPO 12.7, CPO
12.11, CPO 12.12,
CPO 12.13, CPO
12.14, CPO 12.17,
CPO 12.18, CPO
12.21, CPO 12.44

i o i

"T_hehs-tr'a'tegic Tra nspidrt

Assessment and
emerging projects
actively enhance active
travel and public
transport thereby
encouraging a madal
shift and reducing
private car travel and
the associated
emissions. The
reallocation of on-street
parking will lead to an
improved streetscape
that creates an
attractive and liveable
town that promoties a
high-quality of life.

T

Accessibility: This project |
can actively enhance the
mobility and connectivity
of the town through
various measures including
new pedestrian crossing
points and cycles lanes.

Urban Reaim: The _
reallocation of on-street |
parking along with the
public realm !
enhancements such as l
additional seating will lead
to a greater sense of place |
and vibrancy within the
town centre.

Community: The project
can contribute to the
creation of an attractive
town centre that is an
active and people focused
place fostering a vibrant
and inclusive community.

Economy: Improved
mobility can support the |
sustainable economic |
growth of the town by |
attracting new businesses
and increasing pedestrian
footfall. \

al



Project Description Planning Policy Compliance with Compliance with Town

Alignment Planning Policy Centre First Plan
Objectives

Opportunity 1: Strategic Transport Assessment

!
[ Stfa"cegi-c
|

Possible measures to emerge | NPF: NPO 4,NPO | The Strategic Transport Accessibility: This project
| Transport from the assessment include | 6, NPO 27 Assessment and can actively enhance the ‘
Assassment pedestrian faciliies such as emerging projects mobility and connectivity [
additional seating and RSES: RPO 7.42, actively enhance active | of the town through
; crossing paints in the short RPO 7.7, RPO travel and public varigus mea:‘;ures incl_uding ‘
and medium term. In the 8.1, RPO 8.2, RPO transport.thereby ne\_N pedestrian crossing
| long term, there may be 8.3, RPO 9.10 en-couraglng a :.nodal | points and cycles lanes,
T shift and reducing
pedestrianisation of IVI_arket WCDP: cPO 12.1, | private car travel and Urban Realm: The ‘
>quare and other public CPO 12.2, CPO the associated ! reallocation of on-street i
realm improvements as well 12.3,CPO 12.6, emissions. The | parking along with the _'
as the addition of bicycle CPO 12.7, CPO | reallocation of on-street | public realm |
parking and segregated cycle | 12.11, CPO 12.12, parking will lead to an enhancements such as
facilities. There will be new CPO12.13, CPO improved streetscape additional seating will lead
- bus stops with an increase in éigﬂi’gg g(? that creates an to a greater sense of place |
bus freguency in the ionger 1221, CPC; 12.44 attractive and liveahle ! and vibrancy within the
term. In the medium term, town that promotes a town centre,

high-guality of life. | ‘
! Community: The project

can contribute to the

creation of an attractive |

town centre that fs an :

‘ active and people focused

place fostering a vibrant
and inclusive community.

there is an aim of
reallocating on street parking
to the existing multi-storey
car park. Electric vehicle
charging points and time-
hased parking could be .
[ introduced within 3 years. In i

|
' the short term, there is an

aim of completing the lnner Economy: Improved |
Relief Road. It may also : mobility can support the
inctude the introduction of sustainable economic |
traffic calming measures growth of the town by |
within the town and a attracting new businesses
reduction of the speed limit and increasing pedestrian

t0 30km/hr. | | footfall. |




Description

Planning Policy
Alignment

Compliance with
Planning Policy

Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Objectives

Qpportunfty 2: Urban Design Framewqu Stqt_zl!

Urban Design
Framework

The UDF should establish
clear typologies for the
design of streets and spaces
based on a hierarchy. For
Blessington, this may
include:

« Main Street, as the
key town centre
route and focus of
retail activity in the
town.

« Newtown Square, as
a secondary route
connecting to the
Town Centre
Development.

+ The lanes, a
potential new
typology reflecting
the desire to provide
greater permeability
for walkers and
wheelers and
improve character.

NPF: NPO 4, NPO |

6, NPO 183

RSES: RPO 6.12,
RPO 6.13, RPO
6.14

WCDP: CPO 5.1,
CPQ 5.2, CPO 5.4,
CP0O 5.9, CPO
5.16, 5.21, CPO
5.21,CP0O 5.22,
CP0 5.23, CPO
10.8, CPO 109

Framework will
introduce renewed

viability and vibrancy to

the town centre. By

protecting Main Street
as the retail core, there

will be a focus on
reducing vacancy and
ensuring adequate
footfall where the
greatest number of

businesses can benefit.

in line with policy, the
proposed project can
enhance permeability
and connectivity
through the town

leading to an attractive

and vibrant public
realm.

typologies and a hierarchy i
of streets will improve the |
permeability and |
connectivity of the town

and lead to a better built

environment for \
pedestrians and cyclists. !

Urban Realm: Clear
typologles to the streets

can ease wayfinding and |
create a vibrant public |
realm that will support the |
local economy and createa |
sense of pride in the town.

Community: Streets that |
encourage a greater level |
of activity can foster a [
sense of community and
lead to improved

community cohesion and
contribute towards a sense |
of place.

Economy: Active streets
can lead to greater footfall,
particularly within the i
retail core, and in this .
mannet, better support

local businesses.

Natural Environment: With |
the emphasis on creating 2 |
people-focused place, \
there is an associated
benefit for climate action
through emission |

reduction. o



. Market Sduare
Public Realm
‘ Enhancements

| Opportunity 3: Placemaking Projects

Description

This project aims to create a
high-quality public space in
the town centre — including
through realiocating space,
tree planting, additional
lighting and public seating.
There is a need to maximise
space in the town centre in a
way that best supports the
local community and
businesses,

Planning Policy
Alignment

NPF: NPO 4, NPO |
6, NPO 7, NPO 14,
NPO 18a, NPO 28

RSES: RPO 6.12,
RPO 6.13, RPO
9.10, RPO 9,12

WCDP: CPO 5.2,
CPO 5.7, CPO 5.9,
CPO 5.16, cPo
5.18,CPQ 5.23

Compliance with
Planning Paolicy

Public realm
Improvements to
Market Square can
create a key destination
within the town centre.
This positively achieves
healthy place-making
and the development of
sustainable
communities. It will be
important to ensure the
principles of universal
design form a central
concern in any public
realm improvements,
including those to
Market Square.

Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Objectives

Accessibility: Public realm
improvements in the town
centre can encourage cars

to slow down and can
prioritise the movement of ‘
people and cyclists and
inake the town centre

more attractive, |

Urban Realm: Changes to
the streetscape including
additional trees and seating
can improve the look and |
feel of Blessington and |
encourage more people to ‘
| spend time in the town.

Community: |

Enhancements to the i

public realm can lead to a

greater sense of pride in

the town and lead to

‘ stronger community
cohesion and inclusion, .

Economy: Creating a more
vibrant public realm can
support local businesses
and the wider economy by |
encouraging greater
footfall around the
prominent retail areas of ’

| the town.
|
Natural Environment: ‘
Additional trees and
planting can enhance the

| natural environment. The J
- introduction of green '
J infrastructure may also aid |
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! Sﬁz)p Frontage
Strategy

The Strateg\; may include
" improvements through

painting shopfronts,
upgrading or restoring
shopfronts as necessary and
decluttering shopfronts
including the removal of
unnecessary signage and
wires. Entrances will be
enhanced by planting and
installing canopies and street
furniture.

Town Bra;uding The Town Branding Strategy

aims to establish consistency
across the town's suite of
signage with the aim of
decluttering, simplifying and
conveying something
uniguely Blessington. This
would aid the town in
creating a unigue identity
and sense of place.

NPF: NPO 4, NPO
' 6, NPO 7, NPO
14, NPO 16, NPO

17

RSES: RPO 6.12,
RPO 6.13, RPO
6.14

WCDP: CPO 5.4,

CPO 5.9, CPO
5.19, CPO 5.23,
CPO 8.10, CPO
8.16, CPO 8.18,
CPO 9.12, CPO
10.19

with surface water

1 drainage and flood relief

measures,

A Sh"(;;; Frontage
Strategy to improve the
visual quality of the
shop fronts can actively
enhance the quality of
the public realm and
restore shop fronts fo a
manner more in line
with the original,
thereby, protecting and
enhancing the
architectural heritage of
the streetscape.

NPF: NPO 4, NPO  Town Brandingis an

6, NPO 7, NPO
15, NPO 17, NPO
21, NPO 28

RSES: RPO 6.12,
RPO 6.13,RPO
6.14, RPO 6.21,
RPO 9.24, RPO
9.27

1

effective form of place-
making leading to a
high-quality urban place
while concurrently
enhancing the built
heritage of the town by
ensuring a cohesive and
integrated design across
the public realm. This
aligns with the strong
amphasis on place-

Urban Realm: The removal
of unnecessary signage and
clutter from shop fronts |

- can visually improve the

quality of the streetscape
and the wider urban realm.

Community: Converting
historic shop fronts can
reinforce the unique
qualities of the town and
provide a sense of place
and historic connection.

. Economy: Restoring shop

fronts to align with their
historic built form can

i create a strong sense of

|

identity and place that
encourages people to shop
local and support local
businesses. A historic town
centre intentionally brands
the town and helps
Blessington stand out from
competing locations.

Urban Realm: A cohesive
approach to town branding
can greatly improve the \
visual amenities of
Blessington leading to a
greater sense of place.

Community: Consistency
across town branding and
signage can foster a greater
sense of community and ‘
pride in the town.
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Description

Prj_ect A

Opportunity 4: Activating the Town Centre

| Activating the | This project provides the

' Town Centre — opportunity to redevelop

| Impraving and regenerate a number of
Vacancy and sites within the town centre
Dereliction to enhance the vibrancy and

viability of the town. A
number of Opportunity Sites
are included and grouped to
| demonstrate the desire for a
cohesive design approach.

Planning Policy
Alignment

WCDP: CPO 5.1,
‘ CPO 5.2, CPO 5.6,

CPO 5.7, CPO 5.8,
| CPO 5.9, CPO
5.14, CPO 5.21,
CPO 8.10, CPO
8.25

|

| NPF:NPO 4, NPO
6, NPO 11, NPO

‘ 16, NPO 27, NPO

‘ 28

‘ RSES: RPO 3.2,
ROP 3.3, RPO
6.12, RPO 6.14,
RPO 9.14, RPO
9.30

WCDP: CPO 4.3,
CPO 4.5, CPO 4.9,
CPO 5.1, CPO 5.7,
CPO 5.8, CPO 5.9,
CPO 5.17, CPO
5.18,CPO 8.10,
CPO 8.13, CPO
‘ 8.14

' Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Objectives

Compliance with
Planning Palicy

making and town centre
renewal within the
Wicklow County
Development Plan,

Economy: Town branding is [
an important enabler in
attracting new businesses
ta the town, It is also vital ‘
for tourism and putting ‘
Blessingtan ‘on the map’ ‘
which wilt have a long-term
positive impact on the [ocal
economy. |
|

The regeneration of
appropriate sites in
Blessington can ensure
the creation of an
attractive and liveable

Accessibility: Providing
mixed-use development in
the town centre can
encourage active travel and }
promote improved |
town. Regeneration of J connectivity and mobility in |
the town centre further ‘ the town.

recognises the |

importance of planning
for mixed-use
development and
providing a variety of
land uses including

Urban Realm: The reuse ‘
and regeneration of vacant |
buildings can improve the
public realm and make the
town centre a more inviting
residential, retail and place where people want |
employment within | to spend time. '
walking distance of each |
other, This has the | Community: Addressing
benefit of promoting [ vacancy in the town can
active travel and a instil 3 sense of pride and J
reduced reliance on | promote a sense of place |
private vehicles. ' among the local
| community.
|

Economy: Regenerating
| town centre sites can
| further activate other
| economic activities and
| encourage members of the |
community to undertake |
retail activity in '
Blessington. |



Project Description

l Opportunity 5: Supporting Community Amenity

Greenway Hub | A Greenway Hub along the
route of the proposed
Greenway in close proximity
to Biessington Town Centre
can provide much needed
amenity and recreational
uses. The Hub would support
those using the Greenway
with facilities inciuding
toilets and washrooms,
bicycle repair and a bicycle
rental service. The Hub can
also support a wider variety
of community uses including
play facilities and picnic
areas.

Planning Policy
Alignment

NPF: NPO 5, NPO |

6, NPO 18a, NPO
22, NPO 27, NPO
28, NPO 58, NPO
60

RSES: RPO 6.1,
RPO 6.21, RPO
9.14

WCDP: CPO 5.1,
CPO 5.2, CPO 5.5,
CPO 5.7, CPO 5.8,
CPO 5.9, CPO
5.12, CPO 9.2,
CPO 11.1, CPO
11.3

Compliance with
Planning Palicy

A Greenway Hub would
positively support the
sustainable growth of
Blessington and the
development of the
Greenway. A new
recreational and
community space can
renew the vibrancy of
the town. The project
would further enable
Blessington to develop
as a key tourist
destination by attracting
users of the Greenway
to the town.

Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Objectives

Natural Environment: The
appropriate reuse of
existing buildings is a
positive approach for the
natural environment asit |
prevents the release of
embodied carbon that |
would occur through |

| demolition.

Accessibility: A Greenway
Hub in an appropriate
location can improve the
accessibility of Blessington,
particularly for walkers and |
cyclists. |

Urban Realm:
improvements to the wider |;
public realm will create a |
positive impression of the
town and encourage

visitors to spend time in |
Blessington. |

Community: The Hub can
serve as a multi-functional
space for a variety of
community uses that can
lead to stronger
community cohesion and
integration. |

Economy: By providinga |
facility for tourists and
users of the Greenway, the
Hub indirectly supports
other local businesses and
the economy. It is not
recommended to include a
café within the Hub to




Project

lLeisure Centre

Description

There is clear recognition of
the community desire for a
leisure centre. Design
recommendations include
the need for any future
leisure centre to be easily
accessible with adequate
space for both car and
bicycle parking. Thera should
also be an emphasis on
sustainable design solutions
and the use of renewahle
energy sources. There is a
need to find a suitable site to

progress with this project.

Planning Policy
Alignment

NP¥E: NPO 4, NPO

26, NPO 30

RSES: RPO 9.14,
RPO 9.15

WCDP: CPO 7.1,
CPO11.1, CPO
11.2,CPO 113

Compliance with
Planning Policy

A leisure centre
supports the
development of strong
community cohesion.
The development of
easily accessible
recreational facilities
supports a high quality
of life and wellbeing
among the community.
| Aleisure centre in
Blessington contributes
ta the creation of an
attractive place where
| people can live, work
" and play.

Compliance with Town
Centre First Plan
Dbjectives

encourage continued ‘
interaction with the town
centre.

Natural Environment: The |
Hub provides the |
opportunity to better
manage the area
particularly with regard to
sustainable water ‘
management. The use of
photovoltaic panels would
also enable an |
environmentally conscious
approach to the project.
Accessibility: A well
connected, and easily |
accessible leisure centre '
can encourage people to |
walk and cycle to the

facility. Locating

community amenities in
appropriate, well- |
connected places improves
the overall accessibility and ‘
mobility of the town.

Urban Realm: High quality |
design solutions for the ‘
development of a leisure
centre can improve the
wider public realm by
ensuring there is active ‘
frontages to all facades and '
new planting associated
with the development can
better the urban realm |
while Integrating the

lefsure centre into its

setting.

iB



]

PCoE o OO

Community: A new leisure
| centre offering various
I recreational activities can
l promote community
| cohesion and integration as
weill as support wellbeing ,
- and a high-quality of life.

] " Economy: A leisure centre
can support the local

l ! economy by offering a

| place for the community to
partake in recreational
activities in the town. This
can also have a positive

; multiplier effect on other

husinesses.

My Town App | The development ofa ‘My NPE: NPO 4, NPO  The development of My Community: My Town App |
Town App’ for Blessington 14 Town App promotes the canhavea positive impact
will create a digital directory viability and vibrancy of  on community wellbeing by
of local businesses, services ~ WCDP: CPO 5.1, Blessington Town Centre providing clear and
and events. This includes CP0 5.2, CPO by showcasing the accurate information about
information relating to: 5.16, CPO 11.1 businesses and activities the services and facilities in

[ in the town. The App Blessington. This may have
s Llibrary opening would further promote  the benefit of members of
hours. tourism in thetown by the community staying in
l « Theatre opening enabling people to the town for various
hours and showings. research vatrious recreational and retail
s The range of amenities prior to and activities.
activities offered by during their visit.
community centres. Economy: With all
o Activities offered by necessary information in
privately owned one place, people may be
sports clubs. more likely to stay in the
town to shop and socialise
which can have a positive
effect on the local
L o . economy.
Community A Community Energy Plan . NPF: NPO 4, NPO | The introduction of a Community: A focus on

Energy Plan would assist Blessington in &, NPO 17, NPO Community Energy Plan | renewable energy
achieving climate targets and | 28, NPO 53, NPO ’ can positively contribute | generation can provide a
‘would have a long-term | tothe developmentof | clean, secure and i
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Projeﬁl:__

i Opportunity 6: Town Centre Green Space Net

Green and
Blue
Infrastructure
Strategy

- _Dgcripti(o

community and economic
benefit as renewables
become increasingly cost
effective,

Blessington is located in a
picturesque setting in close
proximity to the Wicklow
Meuntains. This project aims
to enhance the green
infrastructure within the
town itself to improve the

| character and natural

environment. The project

| may include urban greening

Planning Policy
Alignment

55

RSES: RPO 7.35,
RPO 7.43, RPO
Y.

WCDP: CPO 9.21,
CPO 12.18, CPO
16.01, CPO 16.03,
CPO 16.09, CPO
16.15

work

‘ NPF: NPO 4, NPO
6, NPO 27, NPO 8

RSES: RPO 3.7,
RPO 7.7, RPO
‘ 7.23

| WCDP: CPO 5.16,
| CPO 5.18, CPO
5.19,CP0 9.12,

- Compliance with

Planning Policy

renewable energy
projects. This will
support the broader
renewable energy
targets set at the
national level and
contribute towards a
low carbon economy.

| The enhancement of
green infrastructure can

have a positive impact

' on Blessington’s

| biodiversity and the
" wider ecosystem.

i Additional green spaces |
and green infrastructure

can also assist in

| achieving climate

Compliance with Town

Centre First Plan
Objectives

affordable form of energy
for Blessington Town. This
' can have a positive impact

on the social and

community development

of the town.

. Economy: The

- development of renewable
| energy in Blessington will

| benefit the local economy
' by providing an affordable
and secure form of energy.

This will benefit local

businesses and the wider

community.

Natural Environment:
Renewable energy can
have a positive impact an
the natural environment by

| moving away from a

reliance on fossil fuels and
| the associated emissions.

The generation of

renewable energy can help

Blessington meet its

climate change targets and
- have an overall benefit on

the climate.

Accessibility: The use of
natural assets including
| street trees and flowerbeds

|

can create a gateway at the |

entry point to the town.

This can encourage vehicles |

to slow down and have a
positive impact on the
' pedestrian experience of



and improvirg the
connectivity between

existing green spaces.

CPO 17.1, CPO
17.16, CPO 18.1,
CPO 18.2, CPC
18.5

_change objectives by
having an adaptation
and mitigation value.

Blessington’s urban

environment.

Urban Realm: Greening the
urban environment
including through the
introduction of additional
trees, rain gardens and
wildflower verges can
greatly improve the quality
of the public realm.

Community: Enhancing
existing green spaces and
providing additional green
infrastructure can benefit
community wellbeing and
quality of life. It may also
encourage people to spend
more time outdoors,
thereby promoting
community interaction and
cohesion.

Econemy: The promation
of Green Blessington as
part of the Green Space
Network can further attract
visitors to the town which
will have a benefit for local
businesses and the
economy.

Natural Environment:
improving Blessington’s
green network can have a
direct benefit for
hiodiversity and local
ecosystems. it can also
positively impact the
adaptation and mitigation
of climate change.




Descripﬁon Planning Palicy Compliance with Compliance with Town

Alignment Planning Policy Centre First Plan
Objectives

Opportunity 7: Supporting Local Business

Urban Realm: The use of

Su;ﬁporting _ Thefé is @ need to support | NPF: NPO 4, NPO ! Measures to-support 3

Local the existing businesses in 5, NPO 6, NPO 11, | local businesses can the urban environment for
' Businesses Blessington with the aim of | NPO 15, NPO 16, | support the continued various events can
creating a thriving town | NPO 18a, NPQ 21, ' viability of the town ! successfully activate the
centre which can attract new NP0 24 centre. The use of the | public realm and create a

businesses and ensure the public realm for events | more attractive

continued vibrancy and | RSES: RPO 3.5, il such as markets creates  environment where people |
vitality of the town. Thiscan = RPO 6.1, RPO an attractive town want to spend time. |
be done through a variety of | 6.14,RP09.14, | centre and further - |
measures including through supports local | Community: The aim of '
the provision of town WiFi, a WCDP: CPO5.1, | businesses and the  attracting new businesses
new parking strategy to | CPO 5.2,CPO 5.5, | wider economy of and activating the public |

‘ reduce congestion and ' CPO5.6,CPO 5.7,  Blessington. realm can promote social
enabiing the use of public | CPQ5.10, CPO | development and

‘ spaces for food and craft | 5.16, CPO 9.1, community cohesion,

| markets. CP0O 9.2, CPO 9.7, -

| | CPO9.12 : Economy: The proposed

measures can atiract
further independent
businesses to the town,
j | thereby increasing the
variety of retail choice in |
| , ' Blessington. This has the |
added benefit of
| encouraging people to stay |
! | ! in Blessington for retail
i | activity and supporting the
| . ' lacal economy.
Opportunity 8: Improving Accommodation Offer

Spotlight on There is a recognised need to | NPF: NPO 5, NPO | Revitalising and reusing | Accessibility: Visitor ’
Downshire | provide a new 11, NPO 16, NPO | the existing Downshire | accommeodation in an
Hotel | accommodation offering in 22 Hotel directly supports appropriate ocation can
Blessington to support the ‘ the development of the improve the accessibility of |
|' tourism industry as well as | RSES: RPO 6.1, tourism sector and have | the town centre by

the wider local community. | RPO 6.13, RPO | a positive impact on the |I ensuring there is adequate |
Visitor accommaodation could | 6.14, RPO 6.21 ' regeneration and vitality | pedestrian and cycle
| beintroduced in a number of of the town centre. connectivity. This will have |
| ways. The existing WCDP: CPO 5.1, | a positive impact on the {
| infrastructure at the | CPO5.2,CPO5.6, | overall pedestrian '
Downshire Hotel makes itan | CPO 5.7, cPo 5.8, experience of the town, |
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appropriate site for multi-
- user accommodation site,
including RV parking,
camping and/or glamping.

CPO 5.9, CPO
512, CPO 9.1,

- CP09.12, CPO
11.1,CPO 113

wo oL Lok L O W

Urban Realm: The reuse of

- the Downshire Hotel as
- part of a new

accommodation offering

- can improve the public
- realm by addressing

existing vacancy and

~ providing new active

frontage within the town. .

Community: A new
accommodation offering
can provide a space for
community and private
events. This will have a
positive impact on
community cohesion as
there can be a central place
for community groups to
gather.

Economy: |t is well
recognised that Blessington
is in need of a hotel or
other accommodation
offering such as a campsite
in order to support the
tourism sector. This Is
particularly important in
the context of the
Greenway. Accommodation
within the town can have a
multiplier effect on the
other businesses in the
town and support the local
economy.
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BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK







1.0

INTRODUCTION

Future Analytics Consulting has been
appointed by Blessington District Forum

and Wicklow County Council to undertake a
Town Centre Health Check for Blessington.
Consultation with local organisations, business
associations and community members have been
conducted as part of the process. The analysis
of the data obtained from the research and
stakeholder consultation process provided the
foundations for the formulation of a series of
recommendations for the settlement.

This report provides information on the
performance of Blessington across a variety of
indicators, as well as incorporating an assessment
of strengths, constraints, opportunities and

threats. The data will inform and support future
community and socio-economic planning and
development of the town by Wicklow County
Council, key stakeholders and the Jocal community,
with a view to enhancing the prosperity and vitality
of the town and improving the quality of life for the
local community and those working in and visiting
Blessington.

Achieving a healthy balance in the economic,
societal and cultural functions performed by
Blessington town centre is crucial to the success of
the town and the quality of life available to the local
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community. The appearance of the town, its
public realm, the quality and range of services
and amenities, and the general atmosphere on
its streets have a direct impact on the economic
performance of the town and the health and
wellbeing of residents.

The objectives of this report are to:

» Provide a baseline of the existing
socioeconomic and environmental
conditions in Blessington which can then
be used for future comparisons

» Develop a series of indicators through
which the relative ‘health’ of Blessington as
a place to live, a place to work and a place to
visit can be assessed

» Highlight the results of the extensive
consultation that was undertaken during
the course of the project, with key findings
from this consultation detailed

»  Outline a series of actions and
recommendations that can, if delivered
upon, positively improve Blessington and
its surrounds

» Support the preparation of a Blessington
Local Area Plan that will be commenced
in the medium term as part of the
development of a new County Development
Plan for Wicklow

CHAPTER ONE



Achieving a healthy balance in the economic,
societal and cultural functions performed by
Blessington town centre is crucial to the success
of the town and the quality of life available to
the local community.
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2.0

BLESSINGTON:
THE CONTEXT

Blessington is located in the north-west of County Wicklow, among the
undulating slopes of the Wicklow Mountains and directly adjacent to the
Poulaphouca Reservoir, otherwise known as Blessington Lake. It straddles the
border between Wicklow and Kildare and is located approximately 30km south
of Dublin and 12km east of Naas. Its proximity to the nations capital, primary
population centre and economic driver offers both huge opportunities as well as
significant challenges, all of which will be discussed throughout this report.

'The town is an atiractive, former market town that has, as with many Irish towns, developed in a linear
fashion along its main transport route, which in this case is the national route N81. Evidence of human
activity in the area exists from the Bronze Age, however it was arguably from the 15th Century onwards
that the town we today know as Blessington came to resemble its current form. Archbishop Michael Boyle
received a charter to establish the town of Blessington in 1667, with the construction and development of
Blessington House and Estate beginning around this time.

The Market Square is located at the heart of the town, with the Downshire Monument and impressive
Market House (constructed between 1820 and 1840), now Credit Union, providing indications of its past
use. Although the Market Square (the Square) is now dominated by vehicles, it still lends Blessington the
characteristics of a traditional market town, something that is of significance in terms of exploiting and
building upon the area’s heritage.

Blessington has an enviable position of being located within a wider area of immense natural beauty, with
several important and protected features nearby. As Figure 2 shows, Blessington is located alongside the
Poulaphouca Reservoir Special Protected Area (SPA), which is also designated as a Natural Heritage Area
(No. 000731). The Wicklow Mountains SPA and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) are also found further
east of Blessington, while the Red Bog SAC lies to the northwest of the town centre.
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Figure 1 Aerial View of Blessington with Settlement Boundary (Seurce CSO)

Figure 2 Blessington Designated Sites (Source: EPA)

Ballyrnare Eustace
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Figure 4: 'The population statistics also
Blessington Demographic Composition (Source C50) offer an indication of household
composition. With such high
proportions of young children
and persons aged 35 to 44,

you would expect to see a

larger number of family units,
and this is the case. 59.1% of
households have children, with
47.1% containing pre-adolescent
children. Furthermore, 62.9%
of private households in

Blessington are composed of
couples (either married or
cohabiting) with children. If
we look at household types by
size in more detail (Fig. 5), the
largest proportion are 2-person
households, with 24.7%, while
22.6% of households contain
four persons.

Social housing accounts for
approximately 9.1% of the
15% total stock, with private rental

accommodation comprising
B rernale B Male 20% of the total. The largest
proportion of the housing stock
is owner-occupied, 68.9%.
Vacancy in Blessington’s

residential sector is recorded at
6.3% of all dwellings, far below
the State average of 12.3%.

Figure 5:
Blessington Household Composition

30%
25%
629+
20% OF PRIVATE HOUSEHOQLDS IN
BLESSINGTON ARE COMPOSED
15% OF COUPLES
10%
5%
22 .64
O%

OF HOUSEHOLDS CONTAIN FOUR
1 PERSON 2 PERSON 3 PERSON 4 PERSON 5 PERSON PERSONS
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65 9 Health and Wellbeing (Deprivation)

Although it is challenging to accurately understand the health and

wellbeing levels of a population, particularly without access to confidential
data such as hospital and GP records, there are some measures throu h
J P g
which a picture can be formed. For instance, the Census poses some
PEOPLE REPORTED THAT THEY . .
WERE IN ‘VERY GOOD' HEALTH questions to respondents that are relevant, one of which asks the

respondent to gauge their ‘general health.

Figure 4 provides an overview of how Blessington’s residents responded to
2 5 this question. 90.9% of all respondents stated they were in ‘very good or
% ‘good” health. 65.9% reported that they were in very good’ health, which
STATED THEY WERE IN ‘GOOD" is slightly better than how the nation as a whole listed their health, with a
HEALTH further 25% stating they were in ‘good’ heaith.

In terms of disability, there were 575 people who identified themselves as
possessing a disability in Blessington, which amounts to a disability rate of
10.4%, below the State average of 13.5%.

Figure &;
Blessington Household Composition

Not stated

Very bad

Bad

Fair

|
|
[

Good

Very good

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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'The State agency POBAL produce a “Deprivation Index’ and ‘deprivation maps’ based on census
information, updating with each new iteration of the census. These deprivation maps, while certainly
not definitive in terms of what they represent, do offer an interesting overview of the relative levels of
affluence and deprivation in communities.

The methodology employs small area statistics (SAs) from the census to establish how “deprived”
areas are. Tt looks at various information including education, employment, well-being and other
related attributes to provide an overall score, relative to other SAs . A range of scores have been
developed, with the lowest indicating an “extremely disadvantaged” area and the highest showing an
“extremely affluent” area.

Figure 7 Blessington Deprivation Index (Pobal, 2011)

] setttemont Boundary

POBAL 2011 (Small Areas)

- extromely affluent

B very attivent

- affiuent
marginaliy above average
marginally below average
disadvantaged

. wery disadvantaged

- ly o d b 2]
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It should be noted that as the SAs represent areas with large numbers of people the scores are the average
for everyone, meaning that not every household in a particular area necessarily falls under the designated
category. Nonetheless, perhaps the most significant usage for the Deprivation Index is in comparing areas
across time. Figures 7 and 8 show the deprivation designations for SAs in the Blessington area in 2011 and
2016. There appears to have been a growth in both “disadvantaged” and “affluent” areas, which is perhaps a
reflection of wider society.

Figure 8 Blessington Deprivation Index {Pobatl, 2018)
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EDUCATION

Ireland’s economy has dramatically changed in recent decades. As the country has developed and
become less reliant on traditional employment roles in sectors such as agriculture and manufacturing,
moving to more professional and high-tech industries, there has also been a dramatic change in formal
education attainment. With more technical roles requiring different skill-sets, Irish people have had to
respond by acquiring certificates and diplomas in a wider range of formal education courses. In this
respect, the education attainment levels, and types of courses studied, can provide an interesting insight
into the skills possessed by communities.

Figure 9 provides an overview of the educational attainment levels of Blessingtons population over the
age of 15. It shows the highest level of education completed by the respondent. The largest cohort are
those who have completed ‘upper secondary), which is equivalent of the Leaving Certificate, with 20% of
respondents, 8.6% of people have completed a postgraduate level course. Overall, 28.8% of respondents
have attained a “Level 7’ third level degree or certificate. This is similar to the State average of 28.5%.

Figure 10 shows the breakdown of fields of study, with the proportion of females and males from
Blessington that have stated their area of study. It is interesting in that it highlights the gender disparity
between certain study areas, such as ‘engineering, manufacturing and construction’ which 21.8% of
males studied in, versus 1.7% of females. Combined, ‘social sciences, business and law” had the highest
number of the population listing this as their field of study, with 17.6% of the total, or 569 persons.

Figure 9.Blessington Educational Attainment {Scurce CSO)

mm | Postgraduate

ﬁtl!l! Pm Diploma or Primary

Degree, 8.6% Education, B.0%

Lower Secondary, 14.0%

Higher Certificate,
Advanced 5.8%
Certificate/ | :
Ordinary Bachelor Completed
il Technical or Vocational Degree or National [Apprenticesh..| Not stated,
| qualification, 11.7% Diploma, 9.4% 7.6% 2.9%

Doctorate/PHD 0.5% —I

No Formal Education 1.5%
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Qualification

Total {Persons)

Total (%)

41.1%

0.2%

6.9%

11.6%

0.7%

7%

3.4%

22.7%

2.1%

2.3%

7.4%



EMPLOYMENT

Employment is a core barometer of a healthy town, with high levels of unemployment
indicating substantial challenges, while low levels show a relative health. Additionally, the
type of employment, in terms of security and sectors is also a useful indicator {or analysis.
The Census of 2016 records Blessington as having a total of 2412 persons ‘at work; which is
61.5% of the working population, as shown in Figure 11.

By grouping those looking for work with unemployed and those ‘unable to work due to
permanent sickness or disability), the proportion of unemployed persons is approximately
9.6% of the total population.

Students account for 10.7% of those aged 15 or over, or 420 persons. Retirees and persons
who stated they look after the home or family account for 18.2% of the total. Compared to
the State average, Blessington is performing well. At the State level there are 53.4% ‘at work’
while a further 12.1% are unemployed, as per the previously stated categorisation.

Figure 11: Proportion of Blessington Population ot Work (Source CSO)

At Work

61%

Not Working

10%

Student

70

Homecarer
or Retired

18%
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COMMUTING AND TRANSPORT

The Census also records the primary mode of transport used by people to travel to work, school

or college, with the graphic below showing the main modes in Blessington. Unsurprisingly, the car
dominates, with a significant proportion of the overall population, 64.9% choosing to drive or travel as
a passenger in a car. Considering Blessington is a relatively compact, walkable town, it should come as
no surprise that walking is the second most popular mode of transport, with 16.7% of the total. Buses,
minivans and coaches are the third most popular mode of transport, with 7.9%, while cycling performs
relatively poorly at 1.2% of the overall figure.

When we split the reasons for travel, with work as its own category and school/college as a separate one,
we see some interesting differences. Table 2 provides a comparison of the main modes of transport used
for travelling to work, versus school/college. The scale of dependence on the private car as the main
mode of transport for travel to work is quite clear, with 71.7% of work commuters travelling this way.
Considering the vast majority of school-goers are underage and unable to drive, it is no surprise this
mode features less heavily for school commuters. However, the car still plays a role, with the majority
(44.2%) of school-goers travelling as car passengers. On a more positive note, the proportion of those
who walk to school or college is relatively large, with 32.9% doing so.

19 BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK CHAPTER TWO






COMMUTING AND TRANSPORT

Toble 2. Mode of transport for work versus school/college

Means of Travel School School %
On foot/Walk 159 5.7% | 489 32.9%
Bicycle 17 0.7% 28 1.9%
Bus or coach 26 4.0% 211 14.2%
Car driver 1,712 7% b2 4.2%
Car passenger 83 3.5% 657 44 2%

Travel times and time people leave for work, school or college are detailed in the census and can allow
some assumptions to be made. For example, in Blessington the majority (28.8%) of the population aged
5 years and older are recorded as leaving home between 08:31 to 09:00am. This would indicate that these
people do not have far to travel, if we take the standard 9am starting time as a given. Such an assumption
is supported by the recorded journey times, where ‘under 15 minutes’ journey time had the highest
proportion of 34.4%, while a further 17.6% have a journey time between 15 and 30 minutes. Overall, the
average journey time for Blessington residents is 32.5 minutes, slightly higher than the State average of
27.4 minutes.

As part of the research undertaken for this ‘Health Check’ a more detailed analysis of commuting in the
Blessington area was performed. This dataset utilises electoral divisions (EDs) as the unit of analysis, with
the Blessington and Burgage EDs selected. Figure 14 shows the two EDs that were used, shaded grey, with
the red shaded area indicating the Blessington settlement.
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Figure 14. The Electoral Divisions used for analysis of commuting
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Tn 2019 it was announced that €5 million in funding from the Government’s ‘National and
Regional Greenway Fund’ has been allocated to Wicklow County Council for the development
of the Blessington Greenway. This is a significant allocation that will see the delivery of a project
that has the potential to completely transform Blessington and the surrounding area. It is the
result of years of effort and lobbying from the Blessington District Forum, who had the foresight
to see how transformative such a project could be.

The Blessington Greenway will consist of 43 kilomeires of a looped cycling and walking path
that starts and ends in Blessington, traversing the shoreline of the Poulaphouca Reservoir and
incorporating the villages of Ballyknockan, Valleymount and Lacken. Along the route, cyclists
will have the opportunity to experience the stunning scenery, woodlands and other attractions
this part of Wicklow has to offer. The huge success of other Greenway projects, such as in Mayo
and Waterford, have shown that there is an appetite for such facilities, with locals and tourists
flocking in large numbers to both.

25 BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK CHAPTER TWO



“Along the route, cyclists will have the
opportunity to experience the stunning
scenery, woodlands and other attractions
this part of Wicklow has to offer”

The Blessington Greenway will have an added advantage over other Irish routes in that it will be the first
looped Greenway. This will enable easier uptake as people can start and end in the one location. Furthermore,
Blessington’s proximity to Dublin ensures the project has a large population base to immediately appeal to.
While the area is already a major hub for cyclists, this project will provide world-class infrastructure that is
open to users of all levels.

The Blessington Greenway has an additional unique selling point in that it will be Ireland’s first ‘E-Greenway’.
As the route encircles the Poulaphouca Reservoir, which generates electricity sustainably; it seemed
appropriate to incorporate sustainable energy into the project. As a result, the Greenway will contain E-Bikes
and charging points throughout the route, linking in with Wicklow County Council’s countywide plans for
e-cycling. Therefore, not only will the Greenway provide a cycling route of exceptional beauty, it will also
contribute towards the promotion of sustainable transport, which in turn will put Blessington on the map

as one of Ireland’s foremost sustainable destinations. With the growing awareness of the need to live more
sustainably, this is a major boost for the town and wider area.

Based on visitor numbers to both the Mayo and Waterford Greenways, it is estimated that the Blessington
Greenway could attract upwards of 300,000 visitors per year. Such an influx of visitors to the area will

provide a significant economic boost and could truly transform Blessington and the lake area. It is important,
therefore, that the town is prepared for such an increase in tourists. Preparation for the growth in tourism
must occur in a multitude of ways: from public realm and infrastructure improvements that will enable safe
mobility; to the diversification of cafes, restaurants, retailers and accommodation providers who can cater to
the needs of visitors.

This Health Check will provide several recommendations and observations on how Blessington can develop

and evolve in a sustainable manner that serves both the existing community and the significant number of
future visitors the Greenway will attract.
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CHARIERTHRE
RELEVANT

POLICIES AND
STRATEGIES

This section provides an overview of the
relevant policies and plans that influence,
either directly or indirectly, the actions

and recommendations that are found later
in the report. It briefly introduces the

core statutory policies that will guide the
future development of Blessington. A more
detailed review of the strategies and policy
documents can be found in the appendix to
this report.
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Figure 19, National Strategic Outcomes (Source NPF)
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= Compact Growth - This is a call for a more “streamlined and coordinated approach” (o the development of lands
within and around our urban settements, Sustainable growth will require effort to minimise the levels of urban sprawl
that take place. This means greater emphasis on developing backlands, brownfields and other underused or vacant sites
and buildings within our cities, towns and villages.

+  Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities - Although Blessington is a short distance from Dublin, it
does display many characteristics of a typical rural Irish town, It is an objective of the NPF to ensure that all rural
communities are provided the opportunities to improve their economies, accessibility, broadband and environment, in
order to make them an attractive place to live for future generations.

+  Sustainable Mobility — The NPF establishes the need to transition away from the use of private vehicles powered by
combustion engines to more sustainable modes of transport. The damage to our environment that has been caused by
private vehicles is now quite evident, therefore the NPF places an emphasis on utilising less carbon-intensive modes
where possible, but also promoting the use of active modes such as cycling and walking.

+  Enhanced Amenity and Heritage — Investment in quality public realm of cities, towns and villages will be prioritised,
which includes public spaces, parks and streets, as well as recreational infrastructure. Amenities in rural areas, such as
national and forest parks, activity-based tourism and trafls such as greenways, blueways and peatways are also included.
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At a regional level, Ireland has three Assemblies that form the layer of government which sits
between national and local. These newly formed Assemblies have recently produced Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) for their respective regions, which translate the guidance
and aims of the NPF to a regional level. The Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly (EMRA)
cover the wider Dublin region, including Wicklow. There are 16 Regional Strategic Outcomes
(RSO) which are closely aligned with the strategic outcomes set out in the NPE

Figure 20. Regional Strategic Outcomes (EMRA RSES
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While the RSOs are key to the RSES, it is primarily understood as a document that promotes the
following three principles:

*  Healthy placemaking to promote quality of life through the creation of healthy and attractive
places;

+  Climate action efforts that seek to enhance climate resilience and accelerate transition to a low
carbon society;

»  Economic opportunity for the region, where the right conditions for sustainable economic
growth and quality jobs are met, ensuring a good living standard for all.

Wicklow’s most recent County Development Plan (CDP) covers the period 2016 to 2022. It is
the primary planning document that guides the growth and development of County Wicklow.
Blessington is considered a “Moderate Growth Town” in the hierarchy of settlements outlined in
the CDP. Settlement hierarchies are used to determine population targets, housing strategies and
retail policies at a County level. The population growth target and housing stock target up to 2028
for Blessington are as follows:

20m 2022 2025 2028
Populatien Targets 4,780 6,540 7,020 7,500
Target Housing Stock 1,865 2,519 - 3,168

‘Community Development’ is a core component of the CDP, with an entire chapter dedicated to it.
In this chapter it is stated that the CDP will:

»  Facilitate the delivery of community infrastructure through reserving land for community
infrastructure, manage the expansion of residential development in line with infrastructure,
and require the delivery of community infrastructure as part of development proposals

+  Facilitate improved physical access to community infrastructure and services through
coordinating easily accessible public transport, improved cycling or walking infrastructure,
ensure all new facilities are universally accessible and enhancing community infrastructure.

+  Tacilitate the maintenance, restoration and upgrading of cultural and natural heritage of
communities, environmental upgrading and general actions to enhance the environmental,
amenity and physical attributes of communities.

Table 3 highlights the type of community infrastructure that should be available in settlements of 2

particular size. It is worth considering that Blessington has a target population of over 7,000 for the
near future, therefore community infrastructure delivery should match this population ambition.

CHAPTER THREE BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK
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Table 3 Community infrastructure required for settlement level

LEVEL 2 SETTLEMENT LEVEL 3 SETTLEMENT

POPULATION 7,000 TG 15,0600 POPULATION 2,000 TO 7,000

Multi-purpose Community Resource Centre Cormmunity/Parish Hall

Sport & Recreation Centre Multi-purpose Community Space/Meeting Rooms
Swimming Pool/Leisure Centre Local/ Town Park (s} and Open Spaces/Nature Areas
Youth Resource Centre Outdoor Multi-Use Games Area - Synthetic/

Local Muli-Purpose Community Space Haordeourt

Qutdoor Water Sports Facilities Playgrounds

Neighbourhood and Local Parks Playing Pitches

Outdoor Multi-Use Games Arsas Library

Playground(s)

Playing Pitches

Alternative/Minority Sports Facilities

Open Space/Urban Woodlands/Nature Areas

Library

Blessington Town Centre is an architectural conservation area (ACA) which means it is afforded

a level of protection that other town centres may not possess. Blessington’s designation as an ACA

means that efforts must be made to preserve the character of the townscape, which takes into
account the building lines and heights.

The CDP also offers the following statements and descriptions of planned or intended future

scenarios impacting Blessington which are noteworthy:

33

'The intention to realign the N81 to the west of the town is reiterated. It is stated that thereisa
need to “reserve free from development all lands located in the current route corridor for the
N81 realignment” and that the “development of this route or the planned inner relief road,
would contribute significantly to the enhancement of the overall quality of the town centre”.
The recreational value of the Poulaphouca Reservoir and surrounding area is acknowledged
when stated that “opportunity exists to capitalize on the tourism potential associated with the
Blessington Greenway walk from the town of Blessington to Russborough House'
Blessington’s location on the border between Kildare and Wicklow is noted with collaboration
and consultation between both local authorities during the preparation and development of
any strategies or plans cited as essential. Furthermore, it is stated that opportunities exist to
“foster economic links” with the towns of Newbridge, Naas and Kilcullen, where their access to
the M9 could be exploited.
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The Blessington Local Area Plan 2013-2019 js the most recent Local Area Plan (LAP) prepared
for the town, with a new LAP currently under review as part of the new Development Plan process.
This Health will form part of Blessington Town Forum'’s submission to the Development Plan,

with the hope that it will inform the preparation of the new LAP. The LAP addresses a multitude

of planning matters, including population targets and housing, taking its steer from the 2010

CDP. The quantum of zoned land is also discussed, with proposed residential zonings providing
proposed densities for housing per hectare.

A strategy for the Town Centre is developed and includes measures to enhance retail, as both are
heavily interlinked. A series of goals for the commercial core of Blessington are outlined:

Addressing vehicular/pedestrian circulation and car parking;
Ensuring high quality surroundings and addressing dereliction/vacant sites;
Protecting the buildings, features and places of heritage value;

Ll S

Encouraging a varied mix of uses in the core area and reinvigorating the retail role of the core
through application of an appropriate retail strategy.

Tt is acknowledged that Main Street and Market Square are currently dominated by traffic, with
very little space afforded to pedestrians, cycle lanes and potential outdoor seating areas. On-street
parking and the traffic generated from what is a national road, means this environment is not
suitable for either free-flowing vehicular movement, or indeed pedestrians. The following points
are identified as important actions that should be addressed to tackle town centre challenges:

. Complete the inner relief road to remove through traffic and heavy vehicles

. Widen footpaths and provide cycle lanes alongside on both sides of Main Street between
Dempsey’s Lane and the Catholic Church, which will also result in the narrowing of the
carriageway

«  Provide spaces for outdoor seating and eating on the street to improve vibrancy

. Enhance the pedestrian linkages between the Main Street and new town development to
consolidate them as a single retail area

« Develop a parking management strategy that reduces the number of cars parked for full days
on Main Street (often commuters who then travel to Dublin via bus)

«  Encourage and deliver upon the reuse and redevelopment of infill and brownfield sites in the
town centre.
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Figure 21 Land Use Zoning Map (Blessington LAP)
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4.0

The Blessington Health Check has been structured as a two-phase project, with
this report representing the culmination of Phase 2 of this process. Phase 1
focused on the physical characteristics of the town and its surroundings, it
also offered some strategies and proposals for the future redevelopment of
Blessington.

This section of the report will build upon the material in Phase 1 and provide a further assessment of the
physical characteristics of Blessington. In many ways, this is the core element of a Health Check, particularly
those originally envisaged by bodies such as the Heritage Council.

In order to provide a coherent structure to the health check, a series of ‘health check indicators’ have
been developed. These indicators cover all of the attributes and components of a healthy town and have
been developed with reference to best-practice guidelines and frameworks, and through the professional
experience of independent qualified town planners from Future Analytics Consulting.

Figure 22 gives an overview of the five core components that will be assessed as part of the health check
exercise: Community; Accessibility; Urban Realm; Natural Environment; and, Economy.



“These indicators cover all of the attributes
and components of a healthy town and
have been developed with reference to
best-practice guidelines and frameworks,
and through the professional experience of
independent qualified town planners from
Future Analytics Consulting.”

Figure 22 Health Check Themes for Biessington
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ACCESSIBILITY,
MOBILITY AND TRANSPORT

This section has been informed by a recently undertaken Accessibility Audit,
commissioned by the Blessington and District Forum and published in September of
2019. This audit was performed by the Universal Access consultancy and focuses on the
main route through the town.

TRANSPORT AND CONNECTIVITY

Blessington has developed in a linear fashion, straddling the N81 national route which
links the town with Tallaght to the north and Baltinglass to the south. As a national
route, the carriageway is quite wide and its width does not reduce significantly as it
passes through Blessington town centre, creating a wide avenue for traffic, and providing
Blessington with a sense of openness, uncharacteristic of many Irish towns and villages,
which often retain a medieval, enclosed core. As the only national route in West
Wicklow, it is a key artery for many commuters and other road users, linking the area to
Dublin. This creates significant challenges for Blessington. As a functioning town centre,
the traffic generated in Blessington must compete with substantial through traffic that
flows along this route. The results are significant congestion issues which are having an
increasingly negative impact.

Connectivity is key, with larger settlements offering additional employment and
education opportunities. Both Naas and Tallaght are important locations for residents of
Blessington, in terms of employment, education and leisure, therefore the connectivity
to each location is important. Although both are under 20km from Blessington, their
proximity is often not reflected in the travel times. Congestion within and around
Blessington at peak times cause significant delays. Figure 34 is a ‘drivetime map’ that
visualises the locations to which a person could drive in a set time from Blessington. The
image shows ‘ideal’ times, which do not account for the levels of congestion experienced
in reality. However, what this map does show is the potential to increase Blessington's
connectivity, provided significant traffic management improvements take place.
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Figure 23 Drive-time Analysis Map
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Blessington is served by the Dublin Bus Route 65, which connects the town with Tallaght
and continues to Dublin City Centre. There are fifteen services listed by Dublin Bus

as operating from Blessington daily, while the route connects to the LUAS Red Line at
Tallaght. Bus stops are located along the N81 and Main Street, with stops within and

at either end of Blessington (Burgage Industrial Estate, Blessington Further Education
Centre, Market Square, Community Centre). As there is no quality bus corridor, or

bus priority lane along the N81, the service must share space with private vehicles. This
ensures that the route is subject to the same congestion and delays that cars regularly
experience. In addition, there are a significant number of bus stops, with approximately
fifty identified between Blessington and Tallaght. Asa result, the bus does not offer a
frequent, reliable or efficient option as a mode of travel for residents in Blessington. Even
though it remains essential for many, this is in spite of the service, rather than due to it.

“As there is no quality bus corridor, or
bus priority lane along the N81, the
service must share space with private
vehicles”

Figure 24 Bus Stop at Market Square

43 BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK

CHAPTER FOUR



PARKING

In the ‘Accessibility Audit’ undertaken for Blessington, the consultants noted that there
is “ample parking throughout the town” . Indeed, upon initial view when first visiting
Blessington, one could be forgiven for mistaking the town for a car park. On-street car-
parking is provided the entire length of Main Street, on both sides. The spaces provided
on the street are, for the most part, perpendicular to the path in order to increase the
capacity of the street for parked cars.

The Market Square effectively acts as a central car park, connecting with further

car parking spaces along the route to the New Town development. Each of the large
retailers (Aldi, Dunnes and Super Valu) provide their own store car parking beside their
developments, in the case of Super Valu the parking spaces are behind the store. These
store car parks appear to provide ample space for customers, even during busy periods.

Parking is free throughout the town and there are no time-limits imposed on users. It
would seem that a significant proportion of the on-street parking spaces are used by
people working in nearby stores, and by commuters to Dublin who either car-share or
take the bus. As a result, parking in Blessington appears to be struggling to meet demand,
although this is not necessarily the case. Misuse of parking spaces, a lack of appropriate
parking measures and a poorly designed urban environment have resulted in Blessington
developing as a location that prioritises parking, and cars, above all else.

Figure 25 On-street Parking is found throughout, including Market Square
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Figure 26 Supermarket parking facilities are provided by all three major retailers

PARKING SURVEY

In order to establish the availability of car parking spaces in Blessington, a car parking
survey was carried out between the hours of 9am and 4pm on November 11th. Six
‘parking zones’ were selected (Fig. 27) to provide reasonable coverage of the town centre
and at designated intervals each hour a count of the total number of free spaces in that
zone was performed. This occurred throughout the day with an average number of free
spaces per each ‘parking zoné arrived at. Weather conditions on the day of the survey
were cold and blustery, but dry.

It should be noted, that as various factors can influence the results of such a survey (such
as weather, public holidays, etc.), a more longitudinal study that occurs on different days
and in different conditions should be carried out in order to establish a more accurate
picture. Table 4 provides a summary of the survey results and would indicate that on this
day a good quantum of spaces were available. However, as already noted, a longer-term
study is required for more accuracy.
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Figure 27 Locations of the Parking Survey

Table 4. Parking Survey locations and spaces

1 Dempseys/Main St. 24 spaces 11 free

2 Lemon Tree /Square 16 spaces 4.5 free
3 New Town/Dunnes 35 spaces 14.5 free
4 Credit Union/Sguare 28 spaces 5.5 free
5 Mcgreals/ Main St. 23 spaces 15 free

6 West Wicklow/Main St. 22 spaces 5.5 free
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WALKING AND CYCLING

As previous sections have suggested, Blessington is a town that is dominated by, and
caters to the private vehicle. This is partly due to the unavoidable fact that a national
route passes directly through the town centre. However, even with the N81, the town
centre could be designed in such a way that pedestrians are prioritised and protected.

One of the first things that a person will notice when walking through Blessington, is the
lack of safe pedestrian crossing points. The distance between the Qak Drive junction and
the Naas Road junction is approximately 850 metres and this stretch of road effectively
constitutes Blessingtor’s Town Centre. Along the entire length there are only two
signalled pedestrian crossing points, one at Murphy’s Pub and the other at the Garda
Station. A third pedestrian crossing point is provided to the front of St. Josephs estate,
but this is not signalled. There is a distance of around 250 metres between the two
signalled crossing points. There is an inadequate provision of pedestrian crossing points
which creates an environment that in unfriendly to pedestrians, further encouraging
people to drive.

Furthermore, the existing condition are not conducive to universal accessibility for all
residents. This point was made in the Accessibility Audit, which argues that areas such as
Market Square are inaccessible for wheelchair users, or people with mobility aids unless
they use the carriageway itself. In other words, an improved pedestrian environment that
facilitates greater access for all is required.

Figure 28 Focal points such as the Market Square prioritise car parking over pedestrian movement




Blessington is set to become a major destination for recreational cyclists over the coming
years, thanks to the recent confirmation of funding for a looped greenway around the
lake. This new greenway will, it is envisaged, attract substantial numbers of tourists
looking to enjoy the amenity, as was the case with greenway developments in Mayo

and Waterford. Blessington is already a hotspot for cyclists who use the lakeside roads

in large numbers, however the greenway is set to attract a new type of user, the leisure
cyclist and families. If Blessington is to successfully cater for an increase in the numbers
of cyclists then it must have adequate cycling infrastructure.

Analysis of the streetscape and town environs would indicate that, at present,
Blessington does not possess the appropriate level of infrastructure. There are no
segregated cycle lanes on the routes leading into Blessington, or along Main Street.
The few segregated paths that were found exist on the outskirts of the town near newer
residential developments, but even these paths are not connected to a wider network,
making them redundant. In terms of bicycle parking, there is limited parking available
throughout the town. In general, cycling appears to have been given little, if any,
consideration in design of the streetscape.

Figure 29 Cycling infrastructure appears as an afterthought, rather than an integral design
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Figure 30 Land Use in Blessington, from Phase 1 Report
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URBAN REALM

CREATING PLACES FOR PEOPLE

The urban realm (or public realm) refers to the ‘spaces between buildings, the streets, squares, parks
and plazas that comprise a settlement. In the section on accessibility, mobility and transport there is
some additional detail that relates to the condition of the public realm, in terms of those elements. Ata
more general level, the public realm in Blessington has huge potential, with several existing components
offering an alternative to the existing layout, if capitalised on. Presently, the influence of traffic and car
parking disrupts the potential for a more pleasant and attractive public realm.

Eirst and foremost, the Market Square with the Blessington Monument and Credit Union House has

the potential to be transformed into a public plaza that caters for pedestrians and could offer a focal

point for visitors to enjoy and events to be held. Its current use as a central car park leaves little room

for pedestrians. Indeed, in the Accessibility Audit undertaken by Universal Accessibility, this point is
reinforced with it being noted that the Square is currently unsuitable for the elderly, mobility-impaired,
and people with sensory challenges, such as autism. This is partly due to the tarmac surfacing and limited
footpaths which together facilitate cars above all other road users.

In addition to its unsatisfactory use as a carpark, there exists a two-way traffic system into the square,
with two lanes providing access and egress o the New Town development. The Square also has three
access points on either side of the Monument and beside the Ulster Bank. This creates a rather chaolic
environment for pedestrians, while also compounding the issues of traffic congestion on Main Street.

The New Town development offers a more positive example of how the public realm can provide an
attractive space to visit. While not perfect, the path surfacing and design (Fig 36) that connects the Square
to Dunnes is preferable to much of the surfacing elsewhere in Blessington, particularly on Main Street
and in the Square.

‘There are attempts at creating a more pleasant public realm, such as the seating area located in the Square.
However, this is ineffective in its aims as the location of the seating, ‘sandwiched” between the busy Main
Street/N81 and car-parking spaces, is uninviting and would not appeal to people seeking an attractive
location to rest.
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Figure . . Public realm by new town development Figure 38 Exarmpie of
is an example of G more considered design poorly placed service poles

The old Naas Road (Dempseys Lane), which has been converted into a pedestrian path, is a better example of
attractive public realm. This is in part due to its segregation from traffic, making it one of the few footpaths
in Blessington that is not bounded by a busy road. However, this creates its own challenges too, as the route

is shielded from the views of road users and has no buildings that overlook it, which could lead to safety
concerns in terms of anti-social behaviour,

As the key thoroughfare in Blessington, Main Street should be the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the town. It is a
broad, tree-lined street with two lanes of traffic and on-street parking on either side. As discussed in the
accessibility section, the current layout of Main Street facilitates car dominance which detracts from the
public realm. However, the mature trees lining the route are key to ‘soften’ the impact of vehicles and should
not be removed for this reason alone.

Unfortunately, the paths along Main Street are in various conditions, with some needing maintenance, In
places, the paths are littered with obstructions, such as electricity poles, which are not conducive to ease of
movement (Fig 38). Indeed, the electricity poles are problematic for several reasons; they create unnecessary
obstructions to pedestrians, they detract from the visual appearance of the streetscape, and they have resulted
in the ‘crowning’ of the mature trees.

Figure 37 Dempsey’s Lane provides a pleasant pathway for people, segregated from the N81




HERITAGE AND CHARACTER

Phase 1 of the Health Check provides an
excellent summary of the built heritage and
intrinsic character of Blessington. In summary,
the town possesses all the characteristics

of a ‘landlord town, one that was originally
developed around a large landowner’ estate
house. Indeed, Blessington’s origins are traced
back to Michael Boyle, who developed a
demesne and hunting grounds for deer in

the area. The Blessington Monument, which
sits in Market Square, offers an indication of
Blessington’s history as a landlord town. An
inscription on the monument reads:

“The Water supplied at the

cost of a kind and generous
Landlord for the benefit of his

Attached and Loyal Tenants’.

Figure 39 The Blessington Monument

Figure 40 The Credit Union building and Monument
provide an architectural flair to the Square

Figure 41 The former Downshire Hotel building is an
important landmark




The wide Main Street and central square are
common in towns of this type, with the central
location afforded to the Church of Ireland building
an indication of the nature of Blessington’s origins.
Market Square provides the town with a focal point
and buildings such as the Credit Union, S5t Mary’s
Church, the Ulster Bank building and the former
Downshire Hotel, all of which are located around
the Square, possess a rich architectural heritage
value. Unfortunately, due to the current use of
Market Square as a carpark, the attractiveness and
value of the surrounding buildings is lost.

Blessington Town Centre is an architectural
conservation area (ACA) which means it is
afforded a level of protection that other town
centres may not possess. Indeed, it is a core
heritage strategy of the CDP to “ensure the
protection of the architectural heritage of Wicklow
through the identification of Protected Structures,
the designation of Architectural Conservation Areas,

Figure 42 5t Marys Church towers over the Square
and offers an excellent focal point in the town

the safeguarding of designed landscapes and
historic gardens, and the recognition of structures
and elements that contribute positively to the
vernacular and industrial heritage of the County”.
Blessington’s designation as an ACA means that
efforts must be made to preserve the character
of the townscape, which takes into account the
building lines and heights.

Beyond the town itself, there are is a rich

history and heritage to be enjoyed. The

hugely impressive Russborough House and
Gardens is located just south of Blessington

and is an excellent example of Palladian style
architecture. Villages such as Lacken, Baltyboys,
Valleymount and Ballyknockan each have their
own individual characteristics and interesting
heritage. Together, all of this contributes to a rich
history for the Blessington area, however, there is
arguably more to be done in terms of promotion
of the areds history.













Figure 47 Overhead cabling has led to Figure 48 Barriers placed around tree Figure 49 Watercourse of stream
tree crowning running adjacent to newer residential
developments

In Phase 1 of the Health Check it is also noted that a stream system exists to the west of the town. 'This
stream provides a natural system that absorbs storm water run off and other heavy rain events. Flooding
has been known to occur, with development encroaching on this natural system. Further development
could impact the streams ability to absorb storm waters and consideration should be given to enhance the
streams ability to act as a natural mitigation measure.

There are several open green spaces, and empty sites throughout the town. These locations could be
improved visually with the inclusion of wildflowers and other plants. Idle sites could be temporarily
transformed by such an initiative, while other notable sites such as Dempsey’s Lane and St Joseph’s Green
could also see major improvements with planting schemes. It should be noted that there are several
welcome efforts being made to improve the natural environment, in particular the excellent design of the
existing greenway route and smaller, but no less important initiatives such as the “bee hotel” located in the
grounds of Super Valu.
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ECONOMY

The land use map taken from the Phase 1 report and reproduced in section 4.2
partially shows the diversity of uses in the town. The commercial core of Blessington
extends from Oak Drive to Dempsey’s Lane, and includes the New Town development
area. There is significant activity in the Burgage Industrial Park and in the area by Oak
Drive where the Council offices are located. However, Blessington’s retail core does
remain within the town centre.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY AUDIT

Figures 50 and 51 show the locations of registered commercial properties as recorded
in the Geodirectory database. Geodirectory records commercial properties by NACE
code, however for the purpose of this exercise the properties have been grouped
according to the general activity undertaken. What is clear from both maps is

that there is a concentration of activity along a stretch of Main Street between the
beginning of Dempsey’s Lane and St Joseph's Green. Exceptions to this include the
new town development, the Burgage Industrial park and the Oak Drive area. Table 5
provides a breakdown of the number of commercial units, based on their activity type,
along with the proportion of the overall registered commercial properties that the
respective activities amount to.
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Figure 50 Commercial addresses (Source Geodirectory)
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Figure 52 shows the vacant commercial premises that were identified as part of the health check
analysis. These vacant addresses are derived from the GeoDirectory database . The same database was
used to identify the active commercial properties previously described. A total of 11 vacant commercia)
addresses were identified, a cluster of which are located on Main Street between the Naas Road junction
and the junction with Kilbride Road. As previously mentioned, the recorded commercial vacancy in
Blessington is 4%, which is far below the national and County averages. This would imply Blessington
is a reasonably successful environment for businesses.

Figure 52 Vacant Commercial Premises (Geodirectory)
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ESSINGTON PEDESTRIAN COUNT

As part of the health check a pedestrian count was performed as a means of establishing the average
footfall and the main areas of activity. The survey methodology is derived from several best-practice
guidelines, including the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project from the US, where
several guides on how to undertake such surveys are provided . Future Analytics Consulting would like
to acknowledge the work of Transition Year students from the Community College in undertaking this
survey.

Six locations were selected throughout the main retail areas of Blessington with a surveyor placed at each
of these locations. For a continuous fifteen-minute period each hour the surveyor counts the number of
pedestrians that pass their designated location, in either direction. At the end of the day an average of
the hourly counts is created to provide an approximate average footfall number for each of the locations.
Table 6 provides the name of each location, along with the average footfall numbers, while Figure 53 also
gives a visual indication of locations .

Footfall patterns were relatively similar across each of the selected locations. Only the northernmost
count focation, by the Boxing Club, showed a relatively different average footfall. However, this is perhaps
understandable considering it is beyond the core retail area, with Aldi acting as the main attractor and few
residential areas in the immediate vicinity. Overall, footfall in Blessington appears to be consistent, if not
particularly busy. The estimated total footfall for a 12-hour period is 7,464, however, a larger sample size
collected at different times throughout the year is suggested in order to gain a more accurate estimate.

Figure 53 Locations and averages for footfall counts
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Footfall Counts at each location

Dempsey’s Lane 93 per hour

Opposite Ulster Bank 100 per hour

New Town Plaza (Dunnes) 123 per hour

West Wicklow House 127 per hou

Super Valu 116 per hour

Blessington Boxing Club (Aldi)

43 per hour

104 per hour
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CONSU LTATION
& ENGAGEMENT

As part of the Blessington Health Check,
Future Analytics Consulting undertook

@ Vvarious engagement exercises which sought
to gather the range of views and opinions
that key stakeholders and the public held in
relation to Blessington.
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"Two online surveys, a public survey and a business survey, were prepared and circulated through
various means by representatives of the Town Team and Local Authority. Transition Year students
from the Community College were involved on the project and assisted in street surveys to get the
views of pedestrians and shoppers. A workshop with the Transition Year class was also facilitated by
the Community College, allowing the thoughts of a key cohort of the population to be collected.

Additionally, an open public consultation event was held in the Avon on the 12th of November, which
gave residents of Blessington an opportunity to provide their input to the process.

This section will provide a summary overview for each of these stages of consultation, including the
results of the online public and business surveys.

Figure 54 Locations for shopper surveys, parking surveys and footfall counts
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What age range are you?

. 75+ 3%
. 65-74 6%
. 55-64 18%
. 45-54

. 35-44

. 25-34

. 15-24

Almost half of all
respondents lived

in Blessington, or
within 1 kilometre
of the town centre,
while a further
24% lived under 3
kilometres of the
fown cenftre,
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220% 36%
Well Very Well

There are positive signs of the health of businesses in Blessington, with 36% of respondents stating that
their business is currently performing ‘very well, while a further 55% stated ‘well’

60% | Q0% 739,

of businesses, when asked, said |  Of Businesses that responded of Businesses
they would consider alternative/ to the survey stated that they have private, off-
additional opening hours if | already have a website, or an street parking
there was a demand for such. : online presence!

Would the prioritisation of pedestrians in the town centre, through traffic-calming and other similar
measure, be something your businesses would welcome?

1205 18.18
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STRENGTHS

s Dublin Bus route

¢ Natural landscape (Proximity to meountains and natural environment offers Blessington something

other towns don't have)

« Location (close to Dublin)

¢ Compoct/no urban sprawl (walking distance)

¢ Strong community/ community focus

¢ Environment (lake and mountains)

¢ Russborough House

e Young community/population

o Local amenities

e Community groups (Incl. Men's Shed and Tidy Towns)

e Fusion of urban and rural

o Greenway {existing and future)

s Historical importance/local history and heritage

s Vibrant town

¢ Stondard/range of education facilities

¢ (Good at sport

e Primary care centre

e Skate park

s Villuge feeling

e Main Street (as an asset in itself and what it contains in terms of retail/business)
s Good shopping

e St Mary's Church

e Theatre and Haills

s Panoramic views/lecation

e Growing mulii-cultural aspect

¢ local council office
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WEAKNESSES

* No signposting for parking {no orientcticn)

¢ Town a bit dowdy (Main street)

¢ Too many trucks

¢ Traffic {Congestion and controls)

¢ Infrequent/poor public transport options (No route to Naas)

e Lack of cccommodation {nothing in town centre)
»  NB81 plans shelved/Relief road unfinished
o Infrequent bus service

+ County boundaries of Kildare and Wicklow (development levies)

¢ lack of access te heritage space - Glending Woods

» Volunteer fatigue (not encugh community groups)

e Lack of g public park

o Lack of facilities for teenagers

¢ Poor Garda presence

¢ Under-pedestrignised town space

e No swimming pool or lelsure centre

e Poor promotion of town

¢ Unfinished town centre/disjcinted development

e No main venue/attrgction

¢ Lack of school capacity

s  Parking in the town sguagre and main streets

» Lack of integration between old and new residential development

s+ Druguse
¢ Not enough bins

s Vuriety of employment opportunities (lack of)

s Poor public bathrooms

e No tourism transportation

¢ No E-charging points

¢ |nadequate street lighting

¢ Dirt and debris on road from quarry/trucks

e ESB cropping of the trees

+ No ground for rugby club

= Anti-social behaviour

=  No mental health service

e Lack of accessibility for elderly

» Not enough disabled parking

¢ FPoor representation/cooperation on Wickiow Council
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OPPORTUNITIES

Linkages between the town and lake
Rowing club

Community garden

'Coding Dojo’
Hostel/Camping/Guesthouses

Sianage {parking, consolidation and a general style for town)

Cycling could be massively promoted

Civic space
Artists space/workshops in vacant buildings

Glending Woods access — Ecological route

Swimming in the lake

Qverhead wires could be put underground
More traffic lights
Speed bumps in the estates

Greenway
Main Street public realm improvements

Broadband {throughout town centre)

Remote working/External business

Allotrments
Mental health services

Age-friendly/Accessible town

Tourism development/promotion {(Russborough, famous residents of the area)

Heritage Town status
CCTV
Open the views to the lake and mountains

Pedestrianize town square

Public park
Downshire lands for public ownership

Swimrmning pool/Multi-use facility

Council and community collaboration/cooperation

E-charging points

Recycling bins
More sheiter on streets for inclement wegather

Proper planned developrent (Opportunity with large sites)

interpretive centre {Dgme Ninette de Valois)

Inclusive festivals and Farmers Markets

83
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THREATS

e Crime and druas

= Services/Infrastructure investment {lack of)

s Unbalgnced/fragmented development/planning and poor monitoring of it

¢  Commuter/dormitory town {becoming a feeder town for Dublin)

e Antisocial behaviour

¢ Road safety
s Climate change

e Congestion
» Housing built without the proper supporting infrastructure

o N8l upgrade could bring excessive noise and other pollution

» Kildgre boundary (and future developments being contested between councils)

e Lack of youth services

s Environmental threats/pollution (Dumping, refuse, flooding)
e Subsidence (lake, Millbank)
v Llack of infrastructure capable of supporting Greenway

» Insufficient school capacity

e Government policies {investrnent priorities, enterprise)
+ FParking

¢ House prices
e Lack of Gardai

e Excessive demand for housing from Dublin
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1. DI <

BLESSINGTON THE LOCATION

Blessinglon, as a town, means different things to different people. In order to establish just what Blessington
means to its inhabitants, one of the questions in the survey was a relatively simple one which asked just

that: Describe Blessington in three words. This question is straightforward in what it asks, but challenges
people to consider the town in a more abstract manner. Figure 57 is a ‘word cloud” which represents a visual
reinterpretation of the responses received, with the most common words and phrases shown as the larger text.

What is clear from this, and from the range of responses received, is that most people consider Blessington
to be a friendly place with a strong sense of community. It is 2 small, but busy town that is located in an area
of immense scenic beauty, with picturesque landscapes all around. It is a self-contained town that retains its
charming rural characteristics; however, people also acknowledge that it is growing and evolving.

'The sense of community and the rural, compact characteristics are again emphasised by respondents to
question 9, which asks people to state the one thing they like the most about Blessington. It is a friendly
town, with a close-knit community that possesses all the setvices and amenities required to live comfortably.
Time and again, the “village-feel” is referenced, along with the convenient nature of the town and its services.
Clearly residents respect and appreciate the compact nature of the town, something that they also feel could
be threatened by future developments.

Indeed, question 10 then asks respondents to list the one thing they dislike the most about Blessington, and
the future direction of development is a worry. In particular, people feel that the “sense of community” is
threatened, while Blessington is becoming an extension of Dublin’s suburbs. However, in general people
mostly stated their dislike for a lack of amenities and services. Issues such as the absence of community
facilities like allotments, a leisure centre and swimming pool were raised. Traffic was the most cited issue
that people had, along with associated aspects such as a lack of public transport and inadequate traffic
management measures like traffic lights.

Fig re 57 A *Word Cloud’ of how Blessington is described
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HOW PEOPLE TRAVEL

A significant proportion of shoppers in Blessington live within the town centre, or under 3 kilometres from
the centre. In fact, 71% of all respondents to the shopper survey fall into this category. Yet, a substantial
number of these people stili choose to drive into Blessington to shop or go about their usual activities. 68% of
persons who responded to the public survey stated that the car is their most common mode of transport, with
59% of these people living under 3km from the town centre.

Furthermore, 115 of the 139 respondents (83%) stated that they visit Blessington on a daily basis, primarily to
work, attend school or to go shopping. Of this total, over 77% of them live under 3 kilometres from the town
centre, with over 52% of daily visitors living under a kilometre. Of these daily visitors, there is again a large
majority of car users, with nearly 65% of people citing the car as their main mode of transport.

Consider that traffic congestion and flows are deemed to be a major issue in Blessington, with 60% of people
rating traffic flow as bad or very bad in the public survey and 60% of businesses rating congestion as bad

or very bad. Yet, even though people identify traffic as a significant problem, most still choose to drive into
Blessington, including a majority who live within walking distance and visit the town on a daily basis.

The future ramifications of people’s decision to drive instead of walk, is that Blessington will continue to suffer
from issues of traffic congestion, one of the main problems people cite with the town. In order to change the
behaviour of people, particularly those who live in close proximity to the town centre, it will be necessary to
improve the walkability and pedestrian environment of Blessington.

The recent announcement of funding for the
Blessington Looped Greenway, which will

see a segregated bicycle and walking path

run along the entirety of the lake, has been
recognised as a significant opportunity for the
town, by its residents. Indeed, it is one of the
key opportunities identified. However, if this
opportunity is to be seized, then there will be a
need to vastly improve the cycling infrastructure
in the area. Almost 90% of businesses believe
bicycle parking facilities are either bad or very
bad, and these are the same people who could
benefit most from the Looped Greenway.
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REASONS TO VISIT

Tt is no surprise that the main reasons people have for visiting the town centre relate to school and work.
Children will naturally attend schools in their area, while people will usually choose to live near where
they can find employment. Beyond this, there are fewer pragmatic reasons for people choosing to visit
particular locations. For example, people will visit a town in order to go shopping, and while this often
relates to convenience, people also choose locations based on the range of retailers and quality of choices.
A large proportion of visitors to Blessington do so for their grocery shopping, which is not surprising
when you consider that the range and quality of retailers operating in this space is rated positively

by almost 65% of survey respondents. These findings would imply that due to Blessington’s excellent
provision of grocery retailers (Aldi, Super Valu, Dunnes Stores, etc.), people choose to visit the town over
other locations. Therefore, if the range and quality of other services and retail offerings were raised to a
similar level, more people would choose to visit Blessington for these reasons.

For example, when asked for what other reasons they visit Blessington, the most selected response was for
cafes/restaurants, with non-grocery shopping also scoring well. Yet, at the same time, people were asked
what type of business or store they would like to see in Blessington and an overwhelming majority of
people called for better food offerings. In particular, it was repeatedly stated that there is a lack of options
for places to eat in the evenings.

This lack of variety of cafes and restaurants in the evening time is reflected in the ratings of Blessington’s

night-time “vibrancy”. While over half of people claimed that day-time vibrancy in the town centre was
good, or very good, only 22% said the same for the night-time, with 35% claiming it to be bad or very bad.
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When asked to rate the same aspects, business owners were even less complimentary, with 63% rating
the night-time vibrancy as bad or very bad.

Essentially, the findings of the consultation would suggest that there is a need to improve the range of
services and retailers on offer to people. In terms of retail, although Blessington will never be able to
compete with larger settlements such as Dublin City, Tallaght or Naas, it could improve on its range
of independent, boutique retailers. The survey results indicate that there would be backing for these
independent retailers as over 31% of people already choose to shop in Blessington in order to ‘support
local business, proving there is an appetite for ‘the local’

Qutside of retail, there is a clearly identifiable need for other services and amenilies to be improved. In
particular, calls for a local cinema, swimming pool and leisure centre are all made by a large number of
people. Such businesses, if provided, would offer people further reason to visit Blessington town centre,
which would have a positive spill over to other retailers.

Finally, the importance of amenities that do not have a profit driven motive is acknowledged. While
people do visit towns to shop and access services, they also seek out locations to relax and spend their
leisure time. In this regard, quality recreational and public spaces are important. Unfortunately, many
residents believe that Blessingtor’s parks and greenspaces are of a poor quality, as are its spaces to ‘sit and
relax’ Therefore, improving these amenities should be high on the agenda for any future regeneration
developments in the town.
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6.0

VISION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The following sections will attempt to summarise the main findings from
the heaith check and consultation, offering a series of recommendations
for improving Blessington, with a rationale as to why this is necessary and
worthwhile.

A Framework for Town Centre Renewal 2017 emphasises that the development of actions is key to
achieving and implementing healthy, vibrant town centres:

“Actions and initiatives are needed to ensure the viability of a town centre including delivery
of improvement projects, regular cleaning and maintenance and co-ordinated town centre
management initiatives to promote the continued improvement of the centre” (2017, Pg 14)

A VISION FOR BLESSINGTON

A vision exercise was undertaken during the public consultation event, in addition to the SWOT
exercise outlined previously. The aim of the vision exercise was to get people thinking about how they
want to see Blessington, and how they want Blessington to be perceived by others.

This simple exercise involved asking people to state one word, or words, they associate with Blessington
and the list is outlined below.

« Self-sufficient o Unity

+ Resilient » Accessible

« Tobea village (Character) » Inclusive

» Thriving «  Alive

« Community spirit o Transparent

+ Vibrant » Honest

»  Pride of place » Notacommuter town
+ Local enterprise supported »  Beautiful

« Green » Good quality support
« Sustainable (supporting council)
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Considering the above, a vision for Blessington could read as follows:

“Blessington aims to be a
accessible to all, but one that retains it
It will seek
to be a , Where
is supported, and a
remains.”
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RECOMMENDATIONS

IMPROVING ACCESS, MOBILITY AND TRANSPORT

PRIORITISE PEDESTRIANS

In the literature review carried out for this report, there is a common theme shared amongst most of the
guidelines and reports studied. The common theme is that our villages, towns and cities, all of our urban
environments, should be designed in a manner that protects and appeals to the most vulnerable ‘road-

users. In the ‘Design Manual for Urban Streets’ (DMURS) an ideal hierarchy of road users is showcased,
with pedestrians the priority, followed by cyclists, then public transport and finally the private vehicle. This
hierarchy is accepted by planners, urban designers and architects the world over as the most appropriate way
to design our urban areas as it emphasises the need to ensure the most vulnerable users, the pedestrians, are
considered first and foremost.

Streets should be safe and pleasant spaces where vulnerable road users, such as the elderly or mobility-
impaired, can visit freely and without feeling intimidated. First and foremost, this means ensuring that paths
and surfaces are even, sufficiently wide and free from obstructions or trip hazards, such as service poles or
poorly maintained gutters. The network of pedestrian spaces should extend throughout the town, ensuring
there are no locations inaccessible to pedestrians. Key locations and focal points, such as the Market Square,
should prioritise pedestrians above all other road users. Instead of an uneven tarmac surface, the Market
Square could be redesigned to offer an attractive, safe locations for people to congregate.

Figure 58 A ‘Walkability” map for blessington, showing distances travelled in specified time pericds
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Blessington is an inherently walkable town. Its relatively compact size means that a pedestrian could cover
its entire length in approximately 20 minutes, from one end to the other. The renowned urban designer Jan
Gehl considers 500 metres to be an acceptable walking distance for people. If an environment is conducive
to walking, meaning it feels safe and has interesting features, then people are usually happy to walk these
distances with ease . A ‘walk time’ analysis for Blessington highlights the “walkability” of the town, with the
entire settlement reachable in under 20 minutes (Fig. 59).

If the pedestrian environment was improved in Blessington, then its walkability would also improve, which
in turn would increase the town’s accessibility. In addition to interventions such as resurfacing, path widening
and more pedestrian crossing points, increasing the ‘permeability’ of the town would prove hugely beneficial.
There are several examples of unnecessary cul-de-sacs and restrictive street layouts in Blessington. For
example, in St Joseph's Green walls prevent local residents from direct access to two key attractors, Dunnes
Stores and the Tramway Theatre. The removal of these barriers would create a more permeable environment,
reducing the necessity to drive. Other examples, and opportunities, can be found throughout Blessington
where a more permeable streetscape could be easily created.

Figure 59 If the wall was removed residents of St Joseph’s Green could quickly walk to Dunnes and other retailers
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

If town centres are to once again become hubs of activity, and accessible locations for everyone, not just private
vehicle users, then there is an urgent need to reconsider how they function. While there is inevitably opposition to
change, particularly in locations people have a longstanding connection with, there is a growing awareness among
the general population that the dominance of private vehicles is both harmful and unnecessary. As the survey
conducted for this health check also indicated, a majority of Blessington’s residents believe that traffic congestion
in the town is problematic. This would suggest that the time is right to take steps to improve how Blessington
functions.

The prioritisation of pedestrians and traffic management measures go hand-in-hand. Therefore, it is suggested
that both occur simultaneously. Residents of Blessington have an awareness that their streets are clogged with
cars. Unfortunately, because the N81 runs directly through the town, there will always be a significant amount of
through traffic. The proposed Inner Relief Road should be seen as a major, short-term priority project that would
have significantly positive impacts on traffic in Blessington. It is a key recommendation of this report to advance
delivery of the Inner Relief Road, however, until such a time as this occurs other traffic management measures are
required.

The concept of universal accessibility is becoming an ever more important feature of planning and design.

It emphasises the need to create places that cater for everyone, not just the few. An improved pedestrian
environment, where cars are restricted and vulnerable users prioritised, would be far more accessible for far
more people. Developing the Main Square and town centre as a ‘shared space’ would not only contribute towards
enhancing universal accessibility but would also limit the dominance of private vehicles. This would involve
extensive repaving of the Square and Main Street, removing black tarmac and replacing it with brickwork or
other material. A raised ‘bed’ could be created in the town centre, with this resurfacing, which would give a

clear indication to drivers that they are entering a ‘shared space’ which prioritises pedestrians. If centred around
the Square, this would reduce vehicle dominance and create a more obvious focal point for the town, adding a
vibrancy to the area.

Further traffic management measures could include the narrowing of carriageways on the approaches to
Blessington, again to highlight to drivers that they are entering a ‘slow zone’ Additionally, the rationalisation and
realignment of on-street parking should be considered, thereby limiting the number of vehicles in the town centre.
This could include reorientation of parking spaces from perpendicular to angled, or parallel, where suitable, being
cognisant of the needs of retailers. Such interventions should be progressed in tandem with measures to enhance
the public realm of the town centre, particularly planting boxes or seats interspersed throughout where parking
spaces previously existed, thereby making it a more attractive place for residents and visitors. Furthermore, an
alternative system for traffic movement

should be considered for Market

Square, removing two of the access ' l

points for vehicles and potentially -

creating a one-way system of entry to

the new town development. Cars could

instead exit on the inner relief road,

rather than back onto Main Street.

Figure 60 Resurfacing of town centre
streets and widening of footpaths will
reduce driver speeds and create more
pleasant environmentsperiods
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ALTERNATIVE MODES

Issues of accessibility and mobility do not only relate to pedestrians and drivers. Public transport users and cyclists
must also be considered when devising mobility plans and interventions. Blessington possesses a Dublin Bus route,
which offers a direct link to Dublin City Centre. However, as the surveys indicated, the quality of public transport
is poor, with issues over infrequent and excessively long travel times. This is partly to do with the number of stops,
but also the fact that the bus must share roadspace with private vehicles.

Additionally, many residents of Blessington feel there is a need for public transport services to locations other than
Dublin, such as Naas. Surrounding towns and villages do not possess any regular public transport connections to
Blessington, and vice-versa. The proximity of Naas to Blessington means that there are many people who regularly
commute between both locations for worlk, school or leisure, yet there is currently no public transport service

that enables more sustainable travel. A local service that improves the connectedness of towns in the area to one
another should be explored.

The Greenway, which has secured funding, has potential to become a major attraction for tourists and cyclists,
Proponents of the greenway, which will see a looped cycle and walking path around the lake created, suggest that it
could attract upwards of 300,000 visitors a year to the area. Essentially, Blessington will become a haven for cyclists.
It is imperative, therefore, that the cycling infrastructure in the town is built to an appropriate standard capable

of accommodating increased numbers. Of course, such improvements could have a twofold benefit, ensuring that
visitors have suitable infrastructure to use, but also residents who will use these facilities on a daily basis.

Blessington Main Street is a wide avenue which could, if appropriately designed for all road users, include cycle
lanes. Regeneration works to improve the pedestrian environment could also involve the inclusion of segregated
cycle lanes. The concept of accessibility, previously referred to, extends to cyclists. Blessington, as shown, is a
compact, walkable town, which also means it is even more suitable for cycling. Routes from residential areas to
schools and the Market Square should be redesigned to facilitate cycling, with segregated paths offering school
children safe routes to school.

Figure 61 Segregated cycle lanes in Dublin have proved to be a huge success (Photo credit: Irish Times)
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Action

Partners

Timeframe

Inner Relief Road - Completion of the Inner

Relief Road, with the nerthern and southern

ends connected to the N81 is vital for the future
sustainability of Blessington Town Centre. If
cempleted, it will significantly reduce the amount
of through-traffic the town centre experiences,
making Blessington a mare pleasant ond attractive
location for businesses, residents and visitors.

Wickiow CoCo, NTA, Tll, Blessington
Town Team, Blessington Forum,
Kildare CoCo

Short Term

Bicycle Infrastructure —The installation of bicycle
stands for parking should take place throughout
Blessington, with key locations that attract visitors
(such as near grocery stores or cafes) prioritised.
More importantly, a network of segragated lanes
would increase perceptions of safety. Segregated
routes linking schools to residential areas and the
town centre should be prioritised.

Wickiow CoCo, Blessington Forum,
An Taisce

immediate Term

Develop a Porking Strategy - The removal

of parking spaces from the Square and the
reorientation of parking along Main Street
{realignment of parking to angled parking)

should be a priority considering the significant
opportunities these changes would present for
other urban realm improvements. The introduction
of paid parking (beyond 1+to 2 hours) on Main
Street should be considered.

Wicklow CoCe,

Short Term

Traffic Managemenit - Comprehensive traffic
management measures are required to reduce
congestion levels, but alse reduce the dominance
of private vehicles. The Square currently has three
access points, each of which are bi-directional. The
removal of two of the Main Street/Square access
points should be considered, along with a one-way
system of access, with entry via Main Street and
exiting via the inner relief road.

Wicklew CoCo,
NTA,

Til,

Blessington Forum

Short Term

Traffic Management 2-Main Street, in its current
form, is designed to facilitate consistent traffic
flows. It enables higher speeds and car dominance.
The narrowing of laneways and resurfacing of the
roadway in the centre of Blessington should be
undertaken to ensure drivers have a visual cue that
indicates they are now in a town centre location
where pedestrians are prioritised.

Wicklow CoCo,
NTA,
H|

Medium Term
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Action Partners Timeframe

) Public Transport - Undertoke an audit of the Dublin Bus, Local Link, Blessington  immediate Term
bus service and connections in dermand with Town Team
aim to enable sustainable and accessible travel.
Consideration should be given to the development
of a night-bus that serves local cornmunities in
and surrounding the town. This would improve
accessibility and mobility,

7 Brownfield, Infill and Backlands Development Wicklow CaCo, Property Owners Medium Term
~There are severcl back-lands and derelict
sites throughout Blessington that are currently
undeveloped. Key sites, such as those that lie
vacant between Dunnes Stores and Main Street,
offer huge potential to be redeveloped into
new streetscopes, improving permeability and
densifying development in the core of the town.

8 Universal Access-Implement the recommendations  Wicklow CoCo, Blessington Access  Short Term
of the "Street Route Accessibility Audit’ undertaken  Group
for the Blessington and District Forum
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BUILDING COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE

Places are nothing without people. Towns and villages that are ‘dying’ are locations where the
population is dwindling, and more people are leaving than choosing to live there. While employment
is an absolute necessity if towns are to prosper, there are other elements of a ‘place’ that are equally
important to people. Intangible things like “sense of community’, which was identified as one of
Blessington’s best characteristics in the survey, can positively influence people’s perception of an area.

A sense of community is achieved, in no small part, by an adequate provision of community
infrastructure. Community infrastructure, also known as social infrastructure, relates to wide array of
services. Education, healthcare, community supports, public spaces, libraries, safety/security, culture,
arts and sports facilities are all elements of community infrastructure. When towns possess a quality
range of community infrastructure it tends to be reflected in the vibrancy and prosperity of a place.
Therefare, ensuring that Blessington has sufficient community infrastructure to service the needs of its
population is essential.

In terms of healthcare, Blessington does possess a number of services such as pharmacies, doctor
surgeries, dentists and a primary care centre. The primary care centre is a recently developed facility,
which provides an important service to local residents. It is important that regular reviews of healthcare
provision are carried out to ensure sufficient capacity exists. One notable issue that was raised during
the public consultation event and the surveys, was the lack of a permanent mental health service in
Blessington.

Safety and security in Irish towns is primarily the responsibility of An Garda Siochana, although the
involvement of the community is also important. All public spaces should be just that, public. If people
perceive certain places within a town to be unsafe, or if they feel unsafe at particular times, then it has
a negative spill over effect, potentially creating ‘no-go zones and limiting accessibility for residents.
Generally, residents of Blessington perceive the town to be safe, although 15% of survey respondents
felt it was unsafe at night. However, issues of anti-social behaviour and drug use were raised on
multiple occasions. A consistent, permanent police presence would help tackle these issues. Presently,
the Garda Station in Blessington is only open at certain times, limiting their presence.

While a Garda presence would be extremely helpful in enhancing perceptions of safety, there are also
other means of doing so. The ‘Purple Flag Initiative’ is an accreditation process that awards town and
city centres that offer an entertaining, diverse, safe and enjoyable night out. A significant proportion

of survey respondents stated that they felt there was a need for more restaurants that opened in the
evening, while others called for a cinema. If a town possesses a range of evening activities, which could
be restaurants, cinemas, theatres, then it will attract visitors and create a more vibrant atmosphere,
which will in turn improve perceptions of safety. In addition, possessing a strong ‘night-time economy’
ensures towns are not purely day-time locations.

Heritage and culture are also important elements in a town. They offer locations a true ‘sense of place,
providing an identity through historical links to the past. It is important that historical links are
emphasised, and heritage and culture are promoted, both for the attention of visitors, but also for local
residents. Blessington has a well-documented history, emerging as a market town on Downshire lands.
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'The Market Square, and buildings such as the Credit Union, offer direct links to this history. Promoting and
emphasising a towns heritage is an excellent way to create a sense of place, with Waterford’s Viking Triangle a
successful example. Beyond the town centre, major attractions such as Russborough House are part of a wider
story that informs people of the history West Wicklow possesses.

Providing for the youth is just as important, if not more important, than providing adequate services for

older populations. Again, this ties in with safety and anti-social behaviour, If children and adolescents have

a range of activities and locations where they can play, meet-up or relax, then they are less likely to engage

in anti-social behaviour. While there are sports clubs in Blessington (GAA and Football), their facilities are
located out of the town centre. With the absence of a large public park, this means there are very few locations
adolescents can congregate. The addition of a multi-use games area (MUGA) and a public park would provide
much needed recreation areas for this cohort. Furthermore, the existing playground on Oak Avenue, is poorly
located. The development of “pocket-parks” throughout the town, which could include play areas, would offer
more children the opportunity to play, in central locations with passive surveillance.

Figure 62 The Viking Triangle’ in Waterford provides a clear link to the city’s history and heritage
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Figure 63 Multi Use Games Area
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Action

Partners

Timeframe

Parks - Blessington is notable for the absence of
any large public park. With land beyond the new
town development zoned ‘open space’ there is a
petential location for the creation of a targe park.
However, there cre also several opportunities for
smaller, but mere central parks to be developed.
Pocket-parks could be located at Dempsey’s Lane
and St Josephs Green, with the latter offering a
larger space for development.

Wicklow CoCo,
Blessington Tidy Towns,
Blessington Forum,
Residents Assocs.

Short Term

MUGA - Multi-use Games Areas are sports facilities
that can accornmodate a range of sports, such

as basketball and football. Such facilities offer
adolescents, as well as adults, opportunities to
engage in physical exercise, without the need to
join clubs.

Furthermore, the use of Council lands at Burgage
could be considered for the development of a
recreation zone with a multi-disciplinery facility
that includes a swirmming pool.

Wicklow CoCo,
Local Sports Partnership,
Sport Clubs

Medium Term

Gordai-The possibility of extending the operating
hours of the Local Garda Station should be
explored,

An Garday,
Blessington Town Team,
Wicklow CoCo JPC

Medium Term

Evening Activities - The example of the Purple Flag
initiative should be followed, with improvements

to Blessington's night-time economy made. Main
Street should be just as active during the night as it
is during the day, which wili require more iate-night
restaurants and cther facilities.

Business Owners, Retailers,
Blessington Town Team

Medium Term

History and Heritage - Enhancing the ‘sense

of place’ contributes towards more cohesive
communities as it provides a town with a strong
identity. The creation of a ‘story’ for Blessington,
with character areas, such as the Market Square,
developed to act as a link to this story will
contribute towards the sense of place,

Wicklow CoCo,
Heritoge Council,
Blessington History Soc,
Blessington Town Team

Short Term
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ENHANCING THE URBAN REALM

A first impression of a place is not made by the area’s education facilities, sports clubs or range of retailers it
possesses, it is made by the appearance of the paths, roads and squares. If a location is littered with potholes,
broken street-lights, uneven paths and lacklustre squares or plazas, people will inevitably perceive the location
as unattractive and unwelcoming. This is why the public realm matters. The streets, squares and parks of a
town should be considered assets, rather than purely functional spaces. If designed well, these spaces can
become locations that people want to visit and spend time in. And this is the key to a good urban realm, it
should be welcoming, attractive and accessible to all.

When approaching and entering Blessington, visitors should immediately gain a sense of the place and their
initial perception should be positive. Approach roads and routes to towns provide opportunities to create an
initial positive impression for visitors. A review of these key entry points to Blessington should be undertaken
to establish whether there are too many visual obtrusions in the form of signage, or whether improved
landscaping and planting is required. This also applies to roundabouts, where planting or the addition of
artwork could improve the perception of the area, as has been shown in Westport (Fig. 64).

The inclusion of planting on streetscapes is known to positively enhance an area. It is important, however, that
tree-lined streets do not possess any unnecessary visual cluttering, in order to provide a pleasant transition
through the town. Main Street is already lined with mature trees, however, it has greater potential than it
currently shows, but the extent and nature of visual obtrusions prevents this. For example, the electricity
cabling and poles that run the entire length of Main Street, on both sides, detract from the street’s character.
By removing the poles and placing the cables underground, significant improvement could be made.

As the focal point of the town, the Market Square should be the ‘jewel in the crowr’ of Blessington’s urban
realm. As discussed in the section on accessibility, the Square is currently functioning as a car-park. This
completely ignores the true value and potential of the Square, which could provide Blessington with a central
public plaza that would significantly improve the urban realm. Countless examples from throughout Europe,
and indeed Ireland, highlight how important public squares and plazas can be to vibrant communities,

Figure 64 Removing overhead cabling and improving approaches to town centres enhances the areq
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Figure 65 Sketch of proposed regeneration of Market Square - Phase 1 Report
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"The Square was once the location where people gathered to trade and interact. Tt provided a vital social
function, and would have ensured a lively, energetic atmosphere in the town centre. Its current role is
wasteful and diminishes the attractiveness of the area. Regeneration of the Square should be one of the
priority projects adopted in future schemes. While it may inconvenience some drivers, the eventual gain from
possessing a new public plaza in the heart of Blessington would far outweigh any losses.

Creating a clear, identifiable sense of place can be achieved through various means, some of which have
already been discussed. Towns such as Westport in Mayo, provide excellent examples of how a plan-led
approach to design and future development can yield success. Westport’s approach had many elements to it,
however some of the more achievable aspects include standardising signage and ensuring shopfronts were
well-maintained in a traditional style.

Traditional Irish shopfronts have a particular style which stands out amongst the more modern glass facades
seen in cities. Assisting business owners in the maintenance and restoration of shopfronts will help to add
character to the town centre. Equally, having a standardised signage policy, which would see all town centre
signage follow the same pattern and design would create a sense of place, while also ridding the town of
excessive and unattractive signs.
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Figure 64 Public realm improvements in Clonakilty have transformed the town centre into a space that
prioritises people

Action Partners Timeframe

1 Visual Cluttering - Overhead cables run the length  Wicklaw CoCo, Medium Term
of Main Street, while the poles that support themn  Service Providers,
and the street lighting clso add to the visual Blessington Town Team

obtrusions. Undergrounding of cables would
significantly improve the streetscape.

i Market Squars - A strategy for the regeneration of  Wicklow CoCo, Short Terrn
the Square, which would redefine its boundaries, Blessington Town Team,
prioritise pedestrians and enhance its urbar realmn,  Blessington Forum,
should be adopted. Blessington Tidy Towns
3 Village Design Statement - Prepare a Village/Town  Wicklow CoCo, Immeadiate Term
Design Statement which will consist of design briefs  Blessington Town Team,
for key sites throughout Blessington and provide Blessington Forum

guidance to inforrm any future development. The
design brief should seek to protect and enhance
the positive characteristics of the town, through
the identification of particular styles, landscaping
and architecture.

4 Approaches ~Routes into Blessington, and those Wicklow CoCo, Short Term
cireurnventing it, such s the Inner Relief Road, Blessington Tidy Towns
should contain planting and other attractive
visuals, such as artwork, in order to create an
awareness that a town centre is necr ond create a
positive initial perception of the area. Visual cues
will make clear to drivers that speed reductions will
be required.
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Action Partners Timeframe

5 Seating - Public seating in Blessington is currently  Wicklow CoCo, Immediate Term
inadequate, with the concrete table and benches in  Blessington Town Team
the Square an example of inappropriate siting ond
matarials. Benches and seats should be provided
in strategic locations throughout, set-back from
roads and offering people pleasant locations to sit.

4 Signage Strategy - A strategy for the appropriate Wicklow CoCo, Short Term
provision of sighage, which also audits existing Blessington Town Team, Blessington
signage, should be developed. This strategy should  Tidy Towns
seek to consclidate repetitive signage, remove
unnecessary signage, identify appropriate locations
and create a standard design template to be
adhered te. The strategy would also cover parking
and tourism signage.

7 Shop fronts - A strategy for coordinated design Wickiow CoCo, Short Term
of storefronts and facias should be prepared. This Business Owners,
could provide a sense of tradition and character to  Blessington Town Team,
the streetscape. Blessington Forum
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PROTECTING THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Sustainability is a concept that has come to the fore in recent years, due to the effects of climate change.
Climate change is impossible to ignore, with recent examples of extreme weather events in Ireland
proving that we, as a nation, are susceptible to it. The climate marches saw thousands of Irish students
and children on our streets and were an indication of the growing awareness that the population has
about the need to change how our society functions. Blessington does not exist in a vacuum, and while
it alone cannot solve a nations issues, it can become a leader in sustainability.

The e-Greenway is an example of how sustainability can be interwoven with recreation and tourism
development. There are proposals to line the route with e-bike charging points, however this could
be extended to cover the town also. The Poulaphouca Reservoir is used for electricity generation,
providing a renewable source of energy. Blessington should be in a position to exploit this resource.
If car and bike charging points were placed throughout the town, with the electricity provided by the
reservoir, Blessington could claim to be Ireland’s ‘e-charging’ capital.

E-charging offers one way to “greenify” Blessington, but there are others. With ample lands
surrounding the town, there are opportunities for significant ‘rewilding’ to take place. Climate change,
as well as the intrusion of humans into habitats, means that many of Ireland’s native flora and fauna
are under threat. A programme of ‘rewilding’ should be developed, identifying the locations where
this could take place. This could occur on a large scale where land is available, but also throughout

the town centre on smaller, empty parcels of land. Native species of flora could be planted in these
locations, along with more engineered solutions such as “bird-boxes” and “insect-hotels”, with the aim
of repopulating the area with native species. Such initiatives would contribute positively towards the
natural environment, offsetting some of the damage society has caused through development.

Enhancing the natural environment need not only be an altruistic venture. The extreme weather

events caused by climate change are leading to increased instances of flooding, among other problems.
Blessington is not immune to spot flooding. The stream to the town’s west acts as a mitigation measure
for stormwater run-off, however development has been encroaching on the stream’s path, with
culverting of the stream reducing its ability to absorb stormwater. The development of attenuation
ponds would add to the stream capacity to absorb water, but also offer potential new habitats for species
of plants and animals. Furthermore, drainage within the town could utilise the ‘sustainable urban
drainage’ (SUDs) approach, integrating stormwater drainage with attractive public realm features.

On a more pragmatic level, Blessington possesses rich natural assets that could be better exploited,
albeit in a sustainable and respectful fashion. The lake offers Blessington an enviable natural asset that
is currently underutilised. The development of lakeside walking routes, trails and linear parks should
be advanced, particularly on lands that are currently empty, such as those between Carrig Glen and the
Avon. These routes would enhance the connection between the town centre and existing Greenway,
while also affording more direct access to the lake for the public. Equally, access to woodlands, such

as Glending, could be improved, offering locals further opportunity for recreation activities in natural
environments. Blessington could become an outdoor tourism hotspot on a national level, with direct
access to lakes, woodlands and mountains. A coordinated approach to developing its offerings should
take place.
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Figure 6/ An example of how Sustainable Urban Drainage can improve the public realm

Figura 68 The Greenway extensicn is one example of how to positively exploit the abundant notural assets
Blessington possesses
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Action

Partners

Timeframe

A coordinated Approach for Utilising the Natural
Assets - An audit of Blessington’s surrounding
natural assets should be undertaken, followed by
a strategy that identifies how these assets can be
utilised. A network of looped walks, cycle paths,
hikes and trails could be developed, with the town
of Blessington acting as the ‘hub’ from which to
explore.

Wicklow CoCo, Failte [reland, Irish
Trails

Short Term

Rewilding open spaces - Throughout Blessington
there are areas of open space, public lands and
amenity. These areqs offer potential locations
for the planting of native wildflower species and
the erection of bird-boxes, insect-hotels and
other interventions that contribute towards the
protection and enhancement of the wider area’s
native flora and fauna.

Wicklow CoCo, Blessington Tidy
Towns, Men's Shed, Blessington
Schools

Short Term

Signage - Non-intrusive signage that provides

a visual information panel which displays local
flera and fauna could be situated in key locations
of natural beauty and importance. This would
prove infermative and offer visitors a better
understanding of their surrounding environment.

Wicklow CoCo, Blessington Tidy
Towns, Men's Shed

Immediate Term

Strearn and Flooding ~The stream identified in
Phase 1 to the west of the town provides important
ecosystem services, including acting as a
stormwater run-off. Future developments should be
cognisant of this and the culverting of the stream
should be avoided. Additional attenuation features,
such as ponds, could be daveloped along the
stream course to enhance is capacity.

Wicklow CoCo,, Blessington Town
Team

Medium Term

Street Trees — The trees that line Main Street are essential
for the character of the area, however, many have been
damaged by mismanagement or inappropriate activities
{crowning). The mature trees should be provided with
more protection, with improvements made to the street
immediately around each tree. Furthermore, additional
tree planting should be considered to extend the range of
tree-lining that occurs in Blessington.

Wicklow CoCo, Blessington Tidy
Towns, ESB

Short Term

Promote a ‘Green Blessington’ campaign which engages
with businesses, residents and schoolchildren to raise
awareness of biodiversity and support sustainable
Ppractices in day-to-day life.

Wicklow CoCo, Blessington Tidy
Towns, An Taisce

Short Term

E-Charging - Develop electric charging facilities and
points throughout Blessington, for all vehicle types,
enabling the town io become a leader in e-mobility. This
will also include the proposed delivery of e-charging
points along the future Greenway route.

ESB, Wicklow CoCo

Short Term
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DEVELOPING THE ECONOMY

Many of the actions and suggestions already discussed would have additional benefits beyond

their intended themes and would contribute indirectly to improving the economic environment in
Blessington. For example, if public realm improvements were undertaken and Market Square became a
destination for people to visit and spend time, this would then boost surrounding businesses. Similarly,
if Blessington’s night-time offerings were improved through the opening of evening restaurants or a
cinema, it would also contribute economically.

It is important that towns possess all of the attributes that allow their residents to live healthy and
fulfilling lives. This means providing community infrastructure that offers services and recreation,
appropriate housing and opportunities for employment. Several guides and reviews exist that propose
a range of measures aimed at improving the retail and wider economic environment of town centres,
such as the Grimsey Review in the UK. Reviews such as this, along with Irish examples that include the
Framework for Town Centre Renewal, propose initiatives such as: establishing a town group or team;
repurposing of vacant retail units for residential purposes; creating dedicated events and teams to run
them; restricting out of town developments; and many more. Blessington already possesses an active
and engaged Town Team, so it is taking steps to improve conditions locally.

Repurposing of vacant units for other uses, such as residential or indeed co-working spaces is one of
the most commonly suggested actions. Success stories such as the Ludgate Hub in Skibbereen offer
excellent examples of how a town can adapt to the digital economy. A renovated building in the centre
of town can can now facilitate up to 75 entrepreneurs and business owners in a co-working space.
Blessington has seen a recent attempt at something similar, with the opening of co-working spaces
opposite Dempsey’s Lane and at The Avon. Such initiatives should be applauded and supported.

Figure 69 The Ludgate Hub in Skibbereen is a successful digital co-working space that reused a vacant building




The survey results highlight how local residents feel the range and quality of non-grocery retailers is
inadequate. It also highlighted how people are keen to support local businesses. This would suggest
that there is a gap in the market for more boutique, independent retailers in Blessington. Quite often,
the most successful towns also contain numerous independent retailers, offering consumers goods
that cannot be found in the chain-stores. Blessington should not attempt to compete with larger town
centres, instead it should focus on originality.

This plays into another possibility that presents itself. Tt was previously suggested that Market Square
could once again perform that function. Surrounding Blessington there are local producers, farmers
and craftspeople who could be provided with a stage where they can sell their produce. A regular
farmer’s market held in the Square would offer an interesting event that brings people to Blessington.
Blessington’s rural characteristics, and proximity to Dublin means there is a potentially large target
market for locally-produced goods.

Existing retailers in Blessington could also follow the lead of nearby Naas, where a gift card scheme was
launched. The Naas gift card can be used across all involved retailers and businesses, keeping profits
local. Something similar could be an option in Blessington.

Finally, the Greenway has received several mentions, for good reason. Its estimated number of
visitors, which extend beyond 300,000, could be a significant boost to the local economy, however,
the local economy needs to be in a position to exploit it. Presently, there are no hotels in Blessington
which means that people are less likely to stay overnight. If Blessington wants to become an active
tourism destination, it should have the facilities to cater to this cohort of tourists. ‘Experiential’
tourism is growing, with people looking to hike, cycle and swim, these visitors are also interested

in accommodation that provides something different to the norm. Therefore, potential exists for
‘glamping’ or similar accommodation in Blessington, tapping into this market.

Figure 70 Farmer’s Markets create a sense of occasion in the heart of towns and showcase the best
of local produce




Action Partners Timeframe

1 Develop an "incubated spending scherne” Retailers, Blessington Town Team, Short Term
where Blessington’s retailers agree to accept a Wicklow CoCo
‘Blessington Voucher’”. This could help to retain
spending within Blessington, instead of seeing
consurners shop elsewhere

2 Consider the creation of a Business Improverment Retailers, Wicklow CoCo, Short Term
District (BID) for the town centre where all Blessington Town Teamn
businesses make a centribution towards the upkeep
of the public realm

3 Local Food and Craft -Rural locations are Retailers, Wicklow CoCo, Failte Medium Term
synonymous with agriculture and as a Market town, Ireland, Blessingten Forum
Blessington has a long history of trade in local
produce. This tradition should be brought back,
with regular farmer’s markets held in the town
centre, with local food and produce sold. This would
help to identify Blessington as o ‘destination’ and
also benefit the local economy.

4 Independent Retail - Encourage and attract Enterprise Ireland, Wicklow CoCo, Mediurn Term
Independent retail end small shops. Blessington Retailers, Blessington Town Team
could proactively identify and engage independent
stores, services and operators who would add to
the profile and image of street retailing & services
and have a positive impact on the overall offer.

5, Accommodation - Support and actively seek new Failte Ireland, Wicklow CoCo, Medium Term
accommodation provision {including holidays homes and  Blessington Greenway
‘glamping’) close to the village centre

6 Provide free WiFi throughout the town centre to attract ~ Wicklow CoCo, Short Term
and retain young people and visitors Service Providers,
Blessington Town Team
Blessington Forum

7 Temporary Use - Support the reuse, either temporarily Wicklow CoCo, Property Owners Medium Term
or long-term, of vacant premises allowing local artists or
cotrepreneurs a space to work. This could also include
‘pop-up shop’ initiatives
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APPENDIX 1 — GRANTS AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITES

Theme Scheme Purpose Range of Funding
Community Tidy Towns Grant | Support Tidy Towns groups to participate in | €500 to £6,000
Development | and awards National competition.
Community Funding for community and voluntary | €£1,000 to €20,000
Enhancement groups and not-for-profit organisations for
Programme small scale capital projects that will enhance
community facllities for individuals and
communities that are impacted by
disadvantage,
Community Awards | The purpose of the Wicklow County Councils | €2,000
Scheme Community Award Scheme is to assist local
community and voluntary groups that would
bensfit from small scale or once-off funding
to suppott the groups’ activities.
Community  Pride | Large projects that make a significant impact | €10,000
Scheme and difference to the lives of the people in
their cormmunity.
Men’s and Women's | Under this part of the Community | Not Stated
Sheds fund Enhancement Programme, grants will be
provided to Sheds towards small scale
capital costs.
Estate Development | Grants for Resident’s Associations engaged | Mot Stated
Scheme in the positive improvements of their estates
and neighbourhoods.
Healthy Ireland To support innovative, cross-sectoral, | Project dependant
evidence-based projects and initiatives that
support the implementation of key national
policies in areas such as obesity, smoking,
alcohol, physical activity and sexual health
Enterprise Priming Grants For start-up businesses trading less than 18 | Up te €30,000
rmonths
Business Expansion | For businesses trading more than 18 months | Up to €30,000
Grants
Feasibility Study | Aim is to help with costs researching your | Up to €15,000
Grants proposed business idea to see if it is viable.
Trading Online | For businesses that have a limited online | Up to €2,500
Vouchers trading presence
Tourism & | Outdoor Rural | The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure | Applications up to
Recreation Recreation Scherne | Scheme is part of the Government's Action | £12 million
Plan for Rural Development and wili provide
funding for the development of new outdoor
recreational infrastructure or the necessary
maintenance, enhancement or promotion of
existing autdoor recreational infrastructure
in lreland.
New Ideas in Ancient | Failte Ireland have launched the New ideas | Not Stated
Spaces Grant | in Ancient Spaces Capital Grants Scheme to
Scheme encourage the development of compelling
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visitor experiences throughout the Ireland’s
Ancient East region. This is intended to be
the first phase of funding to ensure that the
Ireland’s Ancient East brand delivers on its
promise to visitors.

Platforms for
Growth Investment
Programme

Féilte Ireland’s major new capital investment
programme worth €150 million is called
Platforms for Growth, and will run from 2019
to 2022. Major new visitor attractions of
scale will be developed and existing
attractions greatly enhanced under the
programme which falls wunder the
Government’s Project ireland 2040 strategy.

Not Stated

Festivals Innovation
Programme

Fdilte Ireland has identified that an
opportunity exists for festivals and events to
play 8 more significant role in driving
Ireland's tourism perfermance.

This programme has been designed to
identify proposals for ambitious and unique
festivals and events which will stand out
internationally,

Not Stated

Festivals Investment
Scheme

The festival Investment scheme is open to
multi-disciplinary festivals and single artform
fastivals taking place in 2020.

Up to €35,000

Culture, Arts
& Heritage

Creative Irefand

The grant scheme seeks to find exceptional
applications and support refevant activities,
projects and events that offer opportunities
for enhanced community engagement with
creativity and cultural heritage in Wicklow.

€1,000 to €5,000

Historic Towns

Initiative

The Historic Towns nitiative 2020 aims to
provide support to historic towns engaged in
3

programme of heritage-led regeneration.

Total fund
€1,000,000

Artist in the
Community Scheme

Twice yearly, the Arts Counci offers grants to
enable artists and communities of placefor
interest to work together on projects. The
scheme is managed by Create, the national
development agency for collaborative arts.

Up to £10,000

Invitation to
Collaboration
Scheme

An Invitation to Collaboration Scheme
supports initiaiives in the field of local-
authority-led arts development. The
emphasis s placed on supporting
partnerships that focus on developing
projects, resources or services that are
ambitious and are testing new ground.

Up to €25,060

Arts Centre Funding

The purpose of Arts Centre Funding is to
invest in and support the infrastructure of
arts centres required to sustain and develop
the arts in Ireland.

Not Stated
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Local
Scheme

Partnership

Scheme to encourage new, local authority-
led partnerships to develop innovative
collaborative arts projects in the area of
Cultural Diversity and the Arts.

Up to €20,000

Environment

Local Agenda 21

Projects should focus on envircnmental
awareness and actions that complement
national environmental policies such as
those on waste, biodiversity, water
canservation and climate change.

Not Stated

Native  Woodland
Establishment

The Native Woodland Establishment Scheme
{NWS5 Est.) supports the establishment of
new native woodlands on 'green field' sites.
Its focus is on native species, minimal site
disturbance and long-term ‘close-to-nature’
management.

Range per hectare

Native  Woodland
Conservation

Supperts the protaction and enhancement
of existing native woodlands and where
appropriate, the conversion of conifers
forests to native woodlands. The scheme
includes a conservation grant for all work
carried out and also premiums for up to 7
years.

Range of funding

Buiit
Environment

Vacant Housing
Repair and Leasing
Scheme

The Vacant Housing Repair and Leasing
Initiative aims to make the most of existing
housing stock Tor social housing.

Maximum cost
altowed of €40,000

For the repair and conservation of structures
that are protected under the Planning and
Development Acts. This Scheme aims to
support a significant number of labour-
intensive, small-scale conservation projects
across the country and to support the
employment of skilled and experienced
conservation professionals, craftspeople and
tradespersons in the repair of the historic
built environment.

Maximum of €25
mitlion

The Historic Structures Fund 2020 {HSF)
isfor conservation works to heritage
structures, in both privete and public
ownership.

The primary focus of the Historic Structures
Fund is on conservation and enhancement of
historic structures and buildings for the
benefit of communities and the public.

Maximum of €1.8
million

Built Heritage
Investment Scheme
Historic  Structure
Fund

Local Improvernent
Scheme

Repair and upgrade of non-public roads,
often leading to houses and important
community amenities such as graveyards,
beaches, piers, mountains, etc. or other non-
public roads that provide access to parcels of
fand, or provide access for harvesting

Mot Stated
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purposes (including turf or seaweed) for two
of more persons.

Town and Village
Renewal Scheme

The scheme is one of a series of national and
local support measures desighed to
rejuvenate rural towns and villages
throughout Ireland, It is funded by the
Department of Rural and Community
Development and managed by local
authorities,

80% of costs

Rural Regeneration
and Development
Fund

The Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund is a commitment of €1 billion by
government to be invested in rural Ireland
over the period 2019 to 2027.

The purpose of the fund is to support job
creation in rural areas, address de-
population of rural communities and support
improvements in our towns and viliages with
a population of less than 10,000, and
outlying areas.

Initial funding of €315 million has been
allocated to the fund on a phased basis over
the period 2019 to 2022.

Range
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APPENDIX 2 — Survey Questionnaires

Shopper Sturvey

1. What is your gender?

O Male O Female O other
2. What age range are you? [Sefect one]
0 Underi5 0O 25-34 0 a5-54 O 65-74
O 15-24 O 35-44 0O s55-64 O oOver7s

3. How far from the town centre do you live? [Select one]

J Ilive in the town [ 1-3km O 10-16km O 25km+
3 Under 1km O 3-9m O 17-25km

4. What is your main reason for visiting Biessington today? [Select one]

[0 Bookmakers O Grocery shop O walking/Passing through
[1 Barber/Beautician/Hair O Professional services O window shopping
O Caféfrestaurant O Pub/Bar O work
O Chemist 0 oOther shopping O Visit friend/family
[ Civic (pension etc.) O Attending event L[] School
O Doctor/GP O Tourism
O Other [Name]
5. Are there any other reasons you visit the town? [Multiple choice]
[J Bookmakers O Grocery shop O Waiking/Passing through
O Barber/Beautician/Hair [l Pprofessional services Ll Window shopping
O café/restaurant O Pub/Bar O work
O chemist O Other shopping CI  Visit friend/family
1 Civic (pension etc.) O Attending event O School
£} Doctor/GP 1 Tourism
i1 Other [Name]
6. How often would you visit Blessington? [Select one]
O Daily O Onceaweek O Onceamenth
OO 2/3 times a week [0 2/3timesamenth [J Lessoften
7. What mode of travel do you use to travel to town most often? [Select one]
O Bus O cCycle L} Taxi
O Car O Motorbike O waiking
8. If driving, where did you park today? [Select one]
[0 On-street O Public carpark [l Residential area O store carpark

O Other [Name]

9, Name the one thing you like most about Blesgington.

10. Name the one thing you di & maost about Blessington.
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11. In terms of retail/shopping, what are the main nns you shop here? [Multiple choice]

O 1don’tshop here O Ease of parking O targe range of shops
F1 Close to work/school O Good value prices O Pieasant environment
0 Customer service O Good variety of shops O Public transport links
O Close to other amenities &1 Habit O Supportiocal business
O Easyto to

0 Other [Name]

12, What type of business/store did you most acently visit in the town? [Select one]

O cafe [J DryCieaners O Newsagent O Pub

O chemist [J Hardware O Petrol Station O Restaurant
O Clothes store O Florist O Post Office LJ  Supesrmarket
3 Beautician/Hair O Takeaway

O Other [Name]

13. What type of business/store would you like to see in Blessington?

14. How often do you shop online?

O Daily E1 Once aweek O Once amonth
O 2/3times a week O 2/3times amonth O Never

5. What 3 words would you use to best describe Biessington?
1) 2) 3)

16. What other town or area do you visit regularly, and why [Choose 1 only)?

Location: Reason:

17. Rate the following as* ‘s of Blessington’s retail environment on a scale of 1 {Very Bad) to 5 (Very Good):

Pedestrian footfall 1 2 3 4 5
Provision of car parking 1 2 3 4 5
Traffic congestion 1 2 3 4 5
Attractiveness of the town 1 2 3 4 5
Cleanliness of the town 1 2 3 4 5
Public transport provision i 2 3 4 5
Bicycle parking facilities 1 2 3 4 5
Quality of streetscape and public areas 1 2 3 4 5
Range and quality of cafes/restaurants 1 2 3 4 5
Range and quality of grocery stores 1 2 3 4 5
Range and quality of other retail 1 2 3 4 5
Vibrancy of the town centre during the day 1 2 3 4 5

ncy of the town centre at night 1 2 3 4 5
Blessington as a ‘place to do business’ 1 2 3 4 5
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Business Survey

1. What is the nature of your business? [Select one]

Convenience retail (Newsagents, etc.) Health services (GP, Medical, etc.)
Specialist retail Leisure {Gym, fitness, etc.)
Pub/Bar Civic/Administration
Cultural/Community Finance
Professionat services (Solicitor, etc.) Bookmakers
Voluntary/Charity Barber/Hairdresser/Beautician
IT/Technology Restaurant/Cafe

Other (please specify):

2. Where is your business located? [Select one]

Towt Centre

Retail/Business Park

Edge of Town Centre

Qutside of the Town

3. How long has your business had a presence in Blessington? [Select one]

Under a year

4 — 10 years

Over 20 years l ]

1 -3 years

1120 vyears

4. What was the main reason for establishing a presence in Blessington? [Select onej

Hometown |dentified a need/niche in area
Access to target market Access to good transport links
Affordable rents Lack of competition

Historical finks Affordable property

Other {please specify):

5. Which of the following best describes your business? [Select one]

Part of a national/international chain

Independent business with multiple outlets

independent, stand-alone business

Start-up
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6. How many staff do you directly employ?

Please specify:

7. How would you say that your business is currently performing? [Select one]

Very well Well Okay
Poorly Very poaorly Prefer not to answer

8. What are your normal hours of operation?

Monday Friday
Tuesday Saturday
Wednesday Sunday
Thursday

9. Would you consider alternative/additional opening hours {Late evenings, Sundays), if
there was a demand for such?

L Yes | | No | | Maybe I —l

10. Do you and/or your employees have access to private, off-street car parking?

e e e s

11. Would the prioritisation of pedestrians in the town centre, through traffic-calming and
other similar measures, be something your business would welcome?

[ Yes | | No i |

Other {please specify);

12. Does your business have a website or/and online presence?

| Yes | | No | | In the process | |
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13. Which of the following, if any, do you feel are a threat to your business in the medium

term? [Muitiple Choice]
Cost of overheads Town cenire inaccessible to customers
Premises sizefsuitability Cost of employing staff
Competition from other businesses Loss of business to online retailers
Lack of customers No threats to business

Town centre unattractive to customers

Other (please specify):

14. Describe Blessington as a place to do business in 3 words. [Open]

15. How could Blessington be improved as a place to do business? [Open]

16. Is there a retailer/business type, currently absent from Blessington, that you feel would

contribute towards the economic vitality of both the town and your business, if

established in the area? [Open]

Rate the following aspects of Blessington’s retall environment on a scale of 1 to 5:

Pedestrian footfall

Provision of car parking

Traffic congestion

Attractiveness of the town

Cleanliness of the town

Public transpert provision

Bicycle parking facilities

Quality of streetscape and public areas (parks, square, etc)
Range and quality of cafes/restaurants

Range and quality of grocery stores

Range and quality of other retait {clothing, footwear, misc.)
Vibrancy of the town centre during the day

Vibrancy of the town centre at night

Blessington as a ‘place to do business’
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Appendix 3 ~ Review of Relevant Policies, Sti t “es and Fram works

Statutory Plans

At a national level the  iional Planr”  Framework (NPF) is Ireland’s main strategic planning
document that aims to s.  r the direction of the country’s future growth and development. The NPF
informs all other planning and economic development documents that are prepared at regional and
county levels. Documents such as County Development Plans and Regional Assembly strategies must
be cognisant of the main aims the NPF provides. Asa high-level strategic document there is little direct
guidance on local issues, however it is still worth nothing some of the core principles of the NPF which
should be considered in the context of the future growth of Blessington.

Figure 71 National Strategic Outcomnes (Source NPF)

The NPF is structured around ten core principles which it names as its ‘National Strategic Qutcomes’.
These outcomes, as seen in Figure 72, offer a frame to guide a particular type of growth and
development, as envis ! by the lrish Government. In relation to Blessington, the following key
outcomes are, it is argued, the most relevant and worthy of further discussion:

* Co ct Growth - This is a call for a more “streamlined and coordinated approach” to the
development of lands within and around our urban settlements. Sustainable growth will
require effort to minimise the levels of urban spr ' that take place. This means greater
emphasis on developing backlands, brownfields and other underused or vacant sites and
buildings within our cities, towns and villages.

e Stren 2n Rural Economies and Communities — Although Blessington is a short distance
from Dublin, it does display many characteristics of a typical rural Irish town. It is an objective
of the NPF to ensure that all rural communities are provided the opportunities to improve
their economies, accessibility, broadband and environment, in order to m them an
attract  place to live for future generations.
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e Sustainable Mobil .;—The NPF establishes the need to transition away from the use of private
vehicles powered by combustion engines to more sustainable modes of transport, The
damage to our environment that has been caused by private vehicles is now quite evident,
therefore the NPF places an emphasis  utilising less carbon-intensive modes where possible,
but also promoting the use of active modes such as cycling and walking.

= Enhanced Amenity and Heritage — Investment in quality public realm of cities, towns and
villages will be prioritised, which includes public spaces, parks and streets, as well as
recreational infrastructure. Amenities in rural areas, such as national and forest parks, activity-
based tourism and trails such as greenways, blueways and peatways are aiso included.
Creating places that people want to be is not only important for the areas themselves, but
also for the health and wellbeing of the communities.

The following table provides a list of some of the most relevant, in relation to Blessington, National
Policy Objectives from the NPF.

Table 7. Selected policy objectives of the NPF

Regenerate and rejuvenate cities, towns and villages of all types and scale as
environmental assets, that can accommodate changing roles and functions, increased
residential population and employment activity and enhanced levels of amenity and
design quality, in order to sustainably influence and support their surrounding area.
Support the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging growth and
arresting decline in areas that have experienced low population growth or decline in
recent decades and by managing the growth of areas that are under strong urban
influence to avoid over-development, while sustaining vibrant rural communities.
Target the reversal of rural decline in the core of small towns and villages through
sustainable targeted measures that address vacant premises and defiver sustainable
reuse and regeneration outcomes.

To support the proportionate growth of and appropriately designed development in
rural towns that will contribute to their regeneration and renewal, including
interventions in the public realm, the provision of amenities, the acquisition of sites
and the provision of services.

Develop a programme for mew homes in small towns and villages’ with local
authorities, public infrastructure agencies such as Irish Water and local communities
to provide serviced sites with appropriate infrastructure to attract people to build their
own homes and live in small towns and villages.

Facilitate tourism development and in particular a National Greenways, Blueways and
Peatways Strategy, which prioritises projects on the basis of achieving maximum
impact and connectivity at national and regional level.

Support and facilitate delivery of the National Broadband Plan as a means of
developing further opportunities for enterprise, employment, education, innovation
and skills devel ment for those who live and work in rural areas.

Ensure the integration of safe and convenient alternatives to the car into the design of
our communities, by prioritising walking and cycling accessibility to both existing and
proposed developments, and integrating physical activity facilities for all ages.

plan for a more diverse and socially inclusive society that targets equality of
opportunity and a better quality of life for all citizens, through improved integration
and greater accessibility in the delivery of sustainable communities and the provision
of associated services.
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Support the circular and bio economy inclur”™  in particular through greater efficiency
in land management, greater use of renewable resources and by reducing the rate of
land use change from urban sprawl and new development.

Ireland has three regional assemblies that form the second iayer of government in the country,
between national government and local authorities. These newly formed Assemblies have recently
produced Re .onal Spatial and Economic Stra; ‘°s {RSES) for their respective regions, which
translate the guidance and aims of the NPF to a regional level. The Eastern and an ‘onal
Assembly (EMRA) cover the wider Dublin region, including Wicklow.

Three key principles underpin the entire strategy and should guide how it is unders

= Healthy placemaking to promote quality of life through the creation of healthy and attractive
places;

- Climate action efforts that seek to enhance climate resilience and accelerate transition to a
low carbon society;

- Economic opportunity for the region, where the right conditions for sustainable economic
growth and quality jobs are met, ensuring a good living standard for all.

The RSES also has 16
Regional  Strategic
Outcomes (RSO) - (11}3'
which are closely 4=\
aligned with the NPF. oo

The  three key

principles also frame Y

the RSOs. "‘L

A series of policy st o Ff'
objectives are & ation
outlined for each

chapter, which seek

to provide an J

indication of exactly

how the EMRA _:?h‘ &
intend on deliveri 25 @
upon their outcomes. s

A table below

provides some of the

most relevant in relation to Blessington and this Figure 72 Regional Strategic Outcomes (EMRA RSES)
Health Check.

Local authorities shall manage urban generated growth in Rural Areas Under Strong
Urban Influence (i.e. the commuter catchment of Dublin, large towns and centres of
employment) and Stronger Rural Areas by ensuring that in these areas the provision of
single houses in the open countryside is based on the core consideration of
demonstrable economic or social n " to live in a rural area, and compliance with
statutory guidelines and plans, having regard to the viability of smaller towns and rural
settlements.
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Local authorities shall identify measures in LECPs for regenerat’ nin small towns and
villages cores.

Support local authorities to explore mechanisms for the emergence of a diversified
sectoral mix in rural areas. This includes the identification of appropriate locations to
drive regeneration of these rural towns and villages for example by the provision of
serviced sites for housing and co-working/incubator space near Institutes of
Technology to facilitate technological spillovers through greater connections and
linkages.

Support local authorities to develop sustainable and economically efficient rural
economies through initiatives to enhance sectors such as agricultural and food,
forestry, fishing and aquaculture, energy and extractive industries, the bioeconomy,
tourism, and diversification into alternative on-farm and off-farm activities, while at
the same time noting the importance of maintaining and protecting the natural
landscape and built heritage.

To support the sustainable development of tourism in the Region in line with the
strategic objectives of both Ireland’s Ancient East and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands
experience brand propositions.

Local authorities shall include objectives in development plans and local area plans
supporting emphasis on placemaking for town centres, for example through inclusion
of a Placemaking Strategy for towns and implementation of Town Centre Renewsal
Plans.

Local authorities shall support the preparation of Design Guidelines to provide for
improvements in the appearance of streetscapes and for revitalising vacant spaces for
example with cost effective, temporary uses that build on the longer-term vision for
space.

EMRA will support the use of targeted financial incentives to re-establish the dominant
role of town centres provided for in planning policy to encourage a greater take up of
town centre development oppoertunities for retail, residential, commercial, and leisure
uses.

Support the maintenance of, and enhanced access to state and semi-state lands such
as National Parks, Forest Parks, Waterways, etc., together with Monuments and
Historic Properties, for recreation and tourism purposes. Access shoutd be planned and
managed in 3 sustainable manner that protects environmental sensitivities, ecological
corridors, and the ability of local infrastructure to support increased tourism.

EMRA will work with local authorities and Failte Ireland to identify destination towns
within the Region for the prioritisation of investment and supports o drive tourism
growth in the Region, to spread the benefit of teurism throughout the Region and to
encourage the increase of tourism product development.

Local authorities shall include proposals in statutory land use plans to facilitate and
encourage an increase in electric vehicle use, including measures for more recharging
facilities and prioritisation of parking for EVs in central locations.

Support the Local Link Rural Transport Programme th  _aout rural areas of the

Region.
To work with iocal authorities, government departments and relevant agencies to
promote increased urban ties in all existing settlements and the use, where

appropriate, of Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) and other incentives including
development contributions to encourage urban regeneration of brownfield lands over
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the development of greenfield sites and to promote more active land management
and co-ordinated provision of enabling infrastructure particularly on publicly owned
lands

In planning for the creation of healthy and attractive places, there is a need to provide
alternatives to the car and to prioritise and promote cycling and walking in the design
of streets and public spaces. Local authorities shall have regard to the Guiding
Principles for ‘Healthy Placemaking’ and ‘Integration of Land Use and Transport’ as set
out in the RSES and to national policy as set out in ‘Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas’ and the ‘Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets
'DMURS)’

Local authorities shall support the preparation of Design Guidelines to provide for
improvements in the appearance of streetscapes and for revitalising spaces for
example with cost effective, temporary uses that build on the longer-term vision for
space,

Local authorities shall seek to support the planned provision of easily accessible social,
community, cultural and recreational facilities and ensure that all communities have
access to a range of facilities that meet the needs of the communities they serve,
EMRA will support local authorities to work with local communities to promote historic
towns in the Region in the practice of heritage led regeneration, to promote the
sensitive and  .aptive reuse of historic building stock and industrial structures where
appropriate, and to strengthen their capability to draw down European and national
funding.

In the latest version of the RSES there is reference made to a proposed “appraisal planning and design
of LUAS network expansion to Bray, Finglas, Lucan, Poolbeg, Hazelhatch, Booterstown and
Blessington”. If the delivery of a LUAS to Blessington was realised that wouid be a significant boost to
the town and surrounding areas. However, a Ministerial Direction from the Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government received subsequent to the adoption of the RSES has called for the
removal of Hazelhatch, Booterstown and Blessington, as this runs contrary to national strategy.

Wicklow’s most recent County Deve! ment Plan (CDP) covers the period 2016 to 2022. It is the
primary planning document that guides the growth and development of County Wicklow; therefore it
is of significant relevance to Blessington. The CDP establishes strategies for the County such as
settlement hierarchies, housing and retail hierarchies, among other things. While some of the
terminology used throughout is outdated, as it references the now redundant National Spatial
Strategy and Regional strategies, it still offers strict guidance on future growth.

Blessington is designated to the ‘level 4’ category on the CDP’s settlement hierarchy, a level it shares
with Newtownmountkennedy. Arklow and Greystones are designated as level 3 settlements, with
Wicklow/Rathnew on level 2 and Bray as the only level 1 settlement in the County. Further descriptive
definitions of the towns are provided, with Blessington deemed to be a ‘Hinterland Area Moderate
Growth Town'. The settlement hierarchy is important as it sets out the targeted population  wth
envisaged by the Council, in accordance with national level policy and also informs the County’s
housing strategy. The CDP provides a housing growth distribution table up to the year 2028.
Blessington’s targeted population for 2028 is set at 7,500, which is a significant increase on the stated
2011 figure. Therefore, it should come as no surprise that the targeted housing stock also sees a
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substantial increase. The population growth target and housing stock target up to 2028 for Biessington
are as follows:

Population Targets 4,780 6,540 7,020 7,500
Target Housing Stock 1,865 2,519 - | 3,168 |

Furthermore, an ‘economic development hierarchy’ is also set out in the CDP, although it does state
that economic development is covered in greater detail in various Local Ecanamic and Community
Plans that exist for areas within the county. Nonetheless, as a ‘moderate growth town’ Blessington is
assigned the economic function as an “attractor for substantial investment’’ where its investment
targets will involve FDI and what is termed ‘people and product intensive industries’. The economic
development hierarchy is accompanied by employment growth targets which are set for each
settlement. The employment targets establish the existing labour forces, the existing number of jobs
and provide the ratio of jobs to labour force. A target labour force, target jobs ratio and number of
jobs required by 2028 are then outlined, as per below.

2011 20 )
Labour Force | Existing Jobs Job Ratio Target et johs Required Growth
Labour Force Ratio Jobs
2,299 284 43% 3,125 3% BERE ) 1,047 |

Regarding retail, Blessington is considered a level 3 centre that should fulfil its role as ‘serving a wide
district’. The CDP states that at present the town is well-served by convenience retail through the
locating of stores such as Super Valu, Dunnes and Aldi in the town. However, it notes that comparison
retail is more limited, provided by a small number of independent shops on Main Street and Dunnes.
Indicative future allocations for retail floorspace are provided, with 2,000 m2 for convenience and
4,000 m2 for comparison.

Chapter 8 discusses ‘community development’ which refers to a mixture of measures and actions that
aim to improve local communities. The CDP plays a supporting role to the LECP in this respect, where
it will:

e Facilitate the delivery of community infrastructure through reserving land for community
infrastructure, manage the expansion of residential development in line with infrastructure,
and require the delivery of community infrastructure as part of development proposals

e Facilitate improved physical access to community infrastructure and services through
“coordinating easily accessible public transport, cycling or waiking, ensuring all new facilities
are universally accessible and enhancing community infrastructure

s Facilitate the maintenance, restoration and upgrading of culural and natural heritage of
communities, environmental upgrading and general actions to enhance the environmental,
amenity and physical attributes of communities.

A hierarchical mode! is presented which outlines the community infrastructure that is deemed
necessary based upon town size. The table below provides an overview of what should be available at
level 2 and level 3 settlements. It is worth considering that Blessington has a target population of over
7,000 for the near future, therefore community infrastructure delivery should match this population
ambition.
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Table 8 Community infrastracture required for settternent fevel

Multi-purpose Community Resource Centre Community/Parish Hall

Sport & Recreation Centre Multi-purpose  Community Space/Meeting
Swimming Pool/Leisure Centre Rooms

Youth Resource Centre Local /Town Park (s) and Open Spaces/Nature
Local Multi-Purpose Community Space/Meeting | Areas

Rooms Outdoor Multi-Use Games Area — Synthetic/
Outdoor Water Sports Facilities {where | Hardcourt

applicable) Playgrounds

Neighbourhood and Local Parks Playing Pitches

Outdoor Multi-Use Games Areas — Synthetic/ Library

Hardcourt

Playground(s)

Playing Pitches

Alternative/Minority Sports Facilities

Open Space/Urban Woodlands/Nature Areas

Library

Blessington Town Centre is an architectural conservation ares {ACA) which means it is afforded a level
of protection that other town centres may not possess. Indeed, it is a core heritage strategy of the
CDP to “ensure the protection of the architectural heritage of Wicklow through the identification of
Protected Structures, the designation of Architectural Conservation Areas, the safeguarding of
designed landscapes and historic gardens, and the recognition of structures and elements that
contribute positively to the vernocular and industrial heritage of the County”. Blessington's
designation as an ACA means that efforts must be made to preserve the character of the townscape,
which takes into account the building lines and heights. Any future development in Blessington should
seek to retain its special characteristics.

The CDP also offers the following statements and descriptions of planned or intended future scenarios
impacting Blessington which are hoteworthy:

* The intention to realign the N81 to the west of the town is reiterated. It is stated that there is
a need to “reserve free from development all lands located in the current route corridor for
the NB1 realignment” and that the “development of this route or the planned inner relief
road, would contribute significantly to the enhancement of the overall quality of the town
centre”.

* The recreational value of the Poulaphouca Reservoir and surreunding area is acknowledged
when stated that “oppertunity exists to capitalize on the tourism potential associated with
the Blessington Greenway walk from the town of Blessington to Russbhorough House.

e Bles" I’s location on the border between Kildare and Wicklow is noted with collaboration
and consultation between both local authorities during the preparation and development of
any strategies or plans cited as essential. Furthermore, it is stated that Jrtunities exist to
“foster economic links” with the towns of Newbridge, Naas and Kilcullen, where their access
to the M9 could be exploited.
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The Blessington Local Area Plan~ '3-2 .19 is the most recent Local Area Plan {LAP) prepared for the
town. LAPs are statutory documents that are prepared by Planning Authorities as a means of
coordinating the future growth and development of a settlement, suburb or other area of significant
interest and importance in a town or city. The Blessington LAP was prepared during the lifetime of the
Wickiow CDP for 2010-2016, which means it is slightly outdated considering a more recent CDP has
been adopted. However, as the LAP has not had a subsequent iteration prepared, this version still
retains its importance and relevance.

A vision for Blessington is provided in the LAP which, it says, will be achieved by the following:

e Reinforcing and improving the visual appearance of the central area of the town with
particular attention on the town centre area which is a designated architectural conservation
area, and encouraging development that will enhance the town’s vitality and vibrancy;

» Addressing the problems that arise for the town resulting from a national route passing
through the centre of the town and the implications of the re-routing of the N81;

s Improving linkages between the existing main street and the new town centre development
and providing further linkages between these areas and the remainder of the plan area;

e Facilitating the provision of infrastructure to meet the demand for development and future
population needs in a sustainable manner;

e Promoting and ensuring the protection and suitable recreational and tourism use of natural
habitats (in particular the protected habitats of the Poulaphuca Reservoir), cultural heritage,
ecological resources, networks, quality landscapes and the protection and enhancement of
biodiversity.

The LAP addresses a multitude of planning matters, including population targets and housing, taking
its steer from the 2010 CDP. The quantum of zoned land is also discussed, with proposed residential
zonings providing proposed densities for housing per hectare. Blessington town centre has the highest
aliocated density of 40 units per hectare, with the vast majority of other areas possessing a density of
28/ha. ‘Cookehill Zone 3" is an outlier in this regard, with a density of 36 units per hectare.

A strategy for the Town Centre is developed and includes measures to enhance retail, as both are
heavily interlinked. A series of goals for the commercial core of Blessington are outlined:

5. Addressing vehicular/pedestrian circulation and car parking;

6. Ensuring high quality surroundings and addressing derelictionfvacant sites;

7. Protecting the buildings, features and places of heritage value;

8. Encouraging a varied mix of uses in the core area and reinvigorating the retail role of the core
through application of an appropriate retail strategy.

It is acknowledged that Main Street and Market Square are currently dominated by traffic, with very
little space afforded to pedestrians, cycle lanes and potential outdoor seating areas. On-street parking
and the traffic generated from what is a national road, means this environment is not suitable for
either free-flowing vehicular movement, or indeed pedestrians. Primary access to the new town
development occurs via the Market Square, which significantly reduces the attractiveness of this area.
However, until such a time as the inner relief road is completed, it is stated that significant alterations
to traffic flow, parking, cycle lanes and the pedestrian environment will be chailenging. The following
points are mentioned in the LAP, in relation to the above, although not all receive ‘objective’ status:

e Complete the inner relief road to remove through traffic and heavy vehicles

131 BLESSINGTON TOWN HEALTH CHECK APPENDICES



* Widen footpaths and provide cycle lanes alongside on both sides of Main Street be  .n
Dempsey’s Lane and the Catholic Church, which will also result in the narrowing of the
carriageway

* Provide spaces for outdoor seating and eating on the street to improve vibrancy

* Enhance the pedestrian linkages between the Main Street and new town development to
consolidate them as a single retaif area

¢ Develop a parking management strategy that reduces the number of cars parked for full days
on Main Street (often commuters who then travelto D' ' via bus}

* Encourage and deliver upon the reuse and redevelopment of infill and brownfield sites in the

town centre.
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There are four opportunity sites identified in the LAP which were selected to assist in achieving
the aims of the town centre and retail strategy. These sites offer excellent opportunities to
improve the environmental conditions of the town centre.

Opportunity site 1 is the Main Street link site ES : A
where there exists the potential to create a new ) IG
pedestrian and cycle link between Main Street and s

the new development. ce

Figure 74 Opportunity Site 1
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Y, 4 . "'-,_.. The second site (OP2) is the Market Square/Old
T, Forge site where a new mixed-use redeveloprnent
4 . . .
. could take place which also facilitates the delivery
N ~ 10 st of a new pedestrian street directly linking the new
. development with the Square.
Figure 75 Opportunity Site 2
OP3 is on lands to the south of the town < ‘_J"
centre, where the Naas Road meets the N81. It o . ‘,_,3?'"
s

is argued that these lands offer an excellent
opportunity for mixed use development that
also incorporates a small park or civic space.

. Figure 76 Dpportunity 5ite 3

- The fourth site (OP4) is the open space that adjoins
the St Josephs Road housing estate. An improved
public park with detailed design for both hard and

3 soft landscaping could be delivered and offer the

surrounding community and excellent amenity,

Figure 77 Opportunity Site 4 aiso open to others.

The zoning map {Fig 81) also highlights several key locations and priority areas, known as Action Areas
and locations with Specific Local Objectives. Action Area 1 will see a mixed-use residential
development that contains 1.32ha for community and educational purposes, 4.51ha active open space
and 4.15ha for residential. Action Area 2 at Burgage Mdr is again mixed-use residential, with 3.95ha
zoned active open space and a further 5.48ha for the mixed residential. Action Area 3 sees a mix of
residential and employment, including 2.5ha as employment, 0.8ha community use, 3.55ha mixed
residential and 3.35ha for active open spaces. Finally, Action Area 4 is located at Doran’s Pit and has
significant potential for development with 17ha zoned mixed residential, 0.5ha for neighbourhood
centre uses, 1.5ha equipped play spaces and 10.8ha for open space (in the form of a woodland park).
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In terms of formal objectives, the LAP sets out a series of objectives based upon themes or areas of

interest. Table 9 provides the primary objectives that have relevance to the Health Check. This table

not include the opportunity site objects discussed previously.

APPENDICES

Table 8 LAP Objectives

To support and facilitate activities and developments that will improve the vitality,
connectivity and vibrancy of the town centre areas.

To promote the development of opportunity sites within the town centre in accordance with
the specific criteria set out for each identified area as set out in subsection 3.3.3.

To protect employment zoned land from inappropriate development that would undermine
future economic activity or the sustainable development of such areas.

To encourage the redevelopment of already de  ned or brownfield employment / mixed
use lands for enterprise and employment creation th roughout the settlement, subject to the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area and compliance with ail other
objectives of this plan.

To encourage the development of significant new employment zones at

- Downshire demesne lands (part of  .nitted ‘Cockehily development)

- Roadstone

- Haylands / Mart site

in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in Section 10 of this plan.

To require the design and layout of employment lands located at Blessington Demesne to
provide for a pedestrian walkway (linked to the proposed public park) along the southern
boundary, adjoining Action Area 1.

Te promote and facilitate improvements to tourism and recreation infrastructure in the
Blessington area.

To support and facilitate in co-operation with relevant bodies, the provision of amenity
routes around the Poulaphuca reservoir in an environmentally sustainable manner

To ensure sufficient lands are zoned for community needs within the plan area and to
implement the objectives of the Chapter 15 ‘Social and Community Infrastructure’ of the
Wicklow County Development 2010 - 2016 as applicable to the plan area,

To facilitate opportunities for play and sport and support the implementation of the County
Council ‘Play’ and ‘Sports & Recreation’ Policies and their objectives, including the collection
of development levies.

The redevelopment for alternative uses of open space and recreational lands whether owned
by private recreationat clubs or publicly owned, will normaliy be resiste by the Council
unless suitable alternative recreational facilities can be provided in a convenient location.

To facilitate the completion of the Inner Relief Road

To improve / provide new footpaths and cycleways on existing roads as funding aliows and
to facilitate the provision of new roads, footpaths and cycleways as detailed in chapters 3,5
and 10 of this plan.

In the interests of the protection and enhancement of biodiversity in Blessington, it is an
objective of this plan to:

- Protect trees, hedgerows and wooded areas {particularly those containing indigenous
species), watercourses and other features of the natural landscape

- Require the planting of indigenous plant and tree species in new developments and in the
restoration of former quarry lands
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The Council shall seek to promote access to amenity areas of the plan for the benefit of all,
on the basis of co-operation with landowners, recreational users and other relevant
stakeholder groups to promote “agreed access” on public and privately owned land in the
nlan area on the basis of sustainability, consultation and consensus.

Ta protect those features that have been identified in the Architectura! Conservation Area
Appraisal as contributing to the town centre’s overall appearance and heritage value and to
ensure that new development contributes positively to the designated Architectural
Conservation Area.

To facilitate the appropriate refurbishment and renewal of architecturally significant
buildings and to accommodate new uses in old buildings to ensure their continued
use/preservation

To encourage the retention of original features, which are important to a building’s character
such as window type, materials, detailing, chimneys, entrances and boundary walls, both
within and outside the architectural conservation area.
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Strat ic Plann;.  and Design Frameworks

A Frame | for . Centre  2wal was prepared by the Retail and Town Centre Renewal
Waorking Group to provide a platform for structured engagement between the retail sector and
relevant Government Departments. In the last few decades town and village centres across Ireland,
and indeed further afield, have seen retailers struggle resulting in what seems like a terminat decline.
There are a multitude of reasons why town centre retailers have struggled, and quite often this is
context dependent. However, two core reasons are the movement of shoppers to online providers,
and the increased development of out-of-town shopping centres. The framework highlights a number
of key attributes and the steps to follow to help combat against this decline and achieve a successful
town centre renewal.

Key attributes of a successful town

include: KE. - o UL

- One Vision, One Voice: Collective
and collaborative work with all
stakeholders progressing towards
the same aims OurTown!

- Local Steering Group: The concept
of a ‘Town Team’ is proposed to
steer and guide

- Local Business Champion: A well-
respected and influential business
owner or community member is .
need to drive projects on and “
speak up for the town

- Place-making Strategy: Having a
strategy to guide and help design
attractive urban realm and civic
spaces is vital

- Strong Occupancy: Dereliction
and vacancy are a blight that can
negative impact an area

- Programme of Events: Regular
events that take place in the town
centre will attract visitors

- Visual Appearance Strategy: This
involves more temporary Figure 79 Attributes of a Successful Town (4 -mework for Town
measures that maintain  an Centre Renewal)
attractive appearance, particularly for sites of buildings in the process of change

- Einancial Supports: Targeted financial incentives that keep and attract retailers and residents
to town centres

- Artisan Food and Craft Sv'  rts: A strong collection of indigenous retailers selling loca! food
and craft produce gives a town a unique selling point

- Tourism Offer; Exploit assets that would prove attractive to visitors, but also ensure there is
sufficient infrastructure to support these visitors

- Online Platform: A town centre website that promotes retailers, attractions and news,
while offering a brand for the town is becoming increasingly important
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One of the key proposals from the Framework is for towns to undertake a health check, which is
precisely what this report is doing for Blessington. It is worth nothing the key indicators proposed in
the framework for assessing a town during this health check.

Diversity of uses Environmental Quality

Competitive offering Public realm

Representation Customer views and behaviour

Commercial rents Perception of safety and crime occurrence
Accessibility Commercial yields on non-domestic property
Proportion of vacant street level property Pedestrian flows

In 2009 the Irish Government released the Urban Design Manua! which was a best-practice guide to
appropriate pianning and design of urban locations. The guide acted as a supplementary document to
the ‘Guidelines for Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas’, which was an official
document that was to inform the creation of development plans and local area plans by Local
Authorities. Together, both documents offer a useful introduction and overview to the principles of
sustainable urban planning and design.

One of the core concepts central to both guides is that of ‘sustainable communities’, with the
overarching aim being an attempt to offer a manual to create such communities. Blessington, as a
relatively compact town with a growing population shouid aim to achieve this status of a sustainable
community. The following statement provides a useful summary of how to design for a sustainable
community:

“A key design aim in delivering sustainable communities is to reduce, as far as possible, the need to
travel, particularly by private car, by facilitating mixed-use development and by promoting the efficient
use of land and of investment in public transport. Such policies will help to sustain viable local services
and employment.”

Figure 81 shows the twelve criteria that are used throughout both documents asa means of assessing
the design quality of new developments, neighbourhoods or local area plans. It is useful to consider
each element when determining the quality of a streetscape and area, such as Blessington. In addition
to the criteria for evaluation, general advice is provided for development that will take place in towns
of a similar size to Blessington. This advice includes:

» Ensuring that future deveiopment in towns and villages is plan-led. This generally refers to
Local Area Plans (LAPs), but could also be non-statutory documents such as Village Design
Statements, or others;

s A goal of retaining and enhancing the compact nature of towns and villages should be
targeted through the prioritisation of walking and cycling trips over cars for local trips

o Similarly, the use and re-use of brownfield sites and derelict, vacant or abandoned buiidings
should be a priority as this keeps development within the existing ‘urban footprint’ of the
town. Backlands sites offer excellent opportunities for compact growth, while there can be
cases made for greenfield sites that are contiguous to the existing urban pattern;

e When developing central sites, such as backlands, the maximisation of permeability for
pedestrians and connectivity to existing roads and streets should be sought. The creation of
dead-ends and cul-de-sacs are not recommended;
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L) - density
developments can be
considered in appropriate
locations where it does not
disrupt existing patterns, or
there are  high-quality
public transport routes
adjacent.  Developments
should  reinforce  the
existing built form, not
disrupt;

® The scale of new residential
schemes should be
proportional to the pattern
of existing development.
Smaller, phased sites that
are spread across the town
would be preferable to
extremely large sites in one
location.  ‘Leap-! -ing’
where development occurs Figure 80 A.  ssment Criteria (Urban Design Manuol)
away from existing urban
patterns should be avoided.

Perhaps one of the most important frameworks to consider when discussing regeneration,
development and urban structures in an Irish context is the Government’s ‘Design Manua! for Urban
Streets’ (DMURS). The manual sets out an integrated design approach to the design and regeneration
of streets in Irish cities, towns and villages. DMURS has an overarching aim to create more liveable,
attractive urban locations, and attempts to achieve this through good design. In its own words; “well
designed streets can create connected physical, social and transport networks that promote real
alternatives to car journeys, namely walking, cycling or public transport”.

DMURS begins by addressing the major issue in urhan design, head on. Cars dominate our urban
environments and their dominance has been facilitated and enabled by the way in which we have
designed our streets. Theories about road design are introduced, including the four models of road
design which summarise the relationship between cars and people as foliows:

1. Where traffic and people are segregated and the car is dominant.

2. Where cars and people are segregated entirely from one another.

3. Where traffic and people mix, but on an “equitable” basis, sharing space.
4. Where the car is excluded entirely (pedestrianisation and other measures),

Ireland has, until recently, tended to approach urban street design with an emphasis place upon the
first two models. As a result, planners became p. upied with traffic flows and capacity on our
roads, with street design prioritising vehicular movement. Of course, this was at the expense of the
pedestrian environment. This approach can be seen in most of our residential neighbourhoods, where
a main distributor road facilitates free-flowing traffic and off this run an access road into a housing
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estate. From here several ‘dendritic’ routes extend outwards into cul-de-sacs. This creates an
environment that is unattractive an inefficient for walking, instead facilitating car use.

Figure 81 Typical street fayout of residential neighbourhood which facilitates car use {DNMLURS)

A different approach, which takes the perspective of the pedestrian is suggested and detailed
throughout DMURS. It initially focuses on three core principles to understand this perspective:

e Connectivity: Segregated design, ones that prioritise traffic flows, creates an unattractive and
challenging environment for pedestrians where “"walking distances are increased, route choice
is highly limited and users have to navigate a complicated street networ ~ all of which
discourage people from walking. Neighbourhoods and attractions can be severed from one
ano.  due to barriers created to ensure traffic flow is maintained. Pedestrians are forced to
walk unnecessarily long distances and greater cohesion of communities can be impacted.

-

Figure 82 An example of inefficient design that restricts permeability {DMURS)

e Comfort: Once again, in the name of traffic flows, streets can be designed in a manner that is
unappealing for pedestrians. Sometimes. barriers are created that are technicallv meant to
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protect pedestrians, but instead create feelings of confinement, examples include  :rd rails
that reduce walking space. Other issues such as narrow footpaths, excessive obstructions like
poles and signage, and blank walls that create 2 sense of isolation are unhelpful.

Figure 83 An
example of
street design
where
pedestrians are
marginglised
{DMURS)

* Safety: Quite often design considerations that were meant to create a safer enviranment do
the opposite. For example, wide carriageways with no
visual obstructions such as trees or shrubs, that appear  KEY CHARAC. .icsoF gl
clear and open were meant to improve driving safety, but PASED STREET DESIC
instead create conditions where drivers are more inclined ‘—_ '
to speed. Additionally, pedestrians follow ‘desire lines’
(the shortest route) which means they often must cross . ’
busy roads at inappropriate locations, With few
pedestrian crossings along many roads, pedestrians are l ’
more likely to cross elsewhere, thereby endangering ‘ CONNECTIVITY '
themselves and others.

Place-based design is deemed to be the best solution. It
emphasises tonnectivity, enclosure, active edges and pedestrian
facilities,

® Connectivity: Vibrant and active places are also well-
connected places that prioritise pedestrian movement. or
Providing a walkable, interconnected street network that
enables ease of movement in an efficient manner for | !
pedestrians is key.

* Enclosure: The planting of trees and vegetation, and the
reorientation of buildings towards the street, facing onto
it, creates a more intimate environment. This sense of
enclosure gives pedestrians the perception of safety and roEDT
reduces instances of driver ding.

® Active edge: Streets with active frontages, or edges, are
those where there are entrances, doors, windows and
seating that face and open onto the street itself, This
creates a vibrancy that itself will generate further
pedestrian flow.

JIRIAN “MES/ACTIVITY
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o Pedestrian facilities: Wide footpaths, unobstructed routes, safe and well-designed crossings
all contribute towards an improved pedestrian environment that encourages people to walk
and spend more time in the area.

Other Relevant Policies, Proposals and Guides

A recent example of a guidance document for the appropriate and sustainable development of urban
environments is the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland’s {RIAI) document ‘Creating Places for
People ~ The RIA! Town and Vifiage Toolkit’. This report was released in May 2019 and it was
developed by the RIAl as a response to repeated requests to provide expert advice on how to assess
the quality of urban centres.

Health, wellbeing and happiness are the foremost components of good design and it is suggested that
this means “designing places for peaple”. In other words, create places that prioritise people over
vehicles or even buildings, and create more welcoming environments for the most vulnerable, this
plays into the concept of universal accessibility. The report argues that “removing or slowing through-
traffic and providing more attractive modol options {(walking, cycling, public transport} can allow public
spaces, streets and squares to be improved as social spaces with a range of activities that can be
enjoyed by everyone, increosing both local community participation and appealing to visitors”.
Creating an inclusive, welcoming and safe environment that people will want to visit and spend time
in can be achieved if the following considerations are made:

- Plan compact towns with facilities clustered

- |dentify convenient routes and streets for people to walk along

- Utilise public places for a variety of means

- Improve the quality of the public places, making them attractive and comfortable
- Introduce trees and planting to bring nature back to areas

The second theme buitds upon the previously introduced concept of accessibility. The size of Irish
towns makes them “ideally suited to encourage active movement as part of everyday life” due to their
compact size. This means that there are a range of options available that can improve on the second
theme; connectivity, accessibility and movement. Designing our streets so that walking and cycling are
encouraged, and indeed prioritised, is an obvious option. For longer journeys, an integrated public
transport network, or a community bus service for more rurai locations should be considered. This is
one example of several recommmended considerations:

- Develop a multi-modal movement strategy which prioritises active travel

- ldentify routes that connect main uses and activities which would enable pedestrian
movement, Are these routes attractive, can they be improved, are there short cuts?

- Traffic management that minimises traffic circulation. Provide visitor parking at main arrival
points that have good pedestrian access.

- Prevent land-use planning schemes that encourage vehicular movement over active travel

- Check all routes and streets for things such as visual and physical clutter, such as sign posts
and overhead wiring. Can these be removed?

The third theme that is the focus of the report relates to viahility and variety. Sustainable, healthy
towns are those that are vibrant and have strong and adaptable economies. Mixed uses and variety
in retail and commercial activity can help with this. It is equally important, however, to ensure that a
town and its hinterland have the capacity, or ¢ritical mass, to support an increased range of services
and economic activity. By creating compact towns where development is contained within the urban
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footprint, the required critical mass for services and retailers can be achieved more easily, while active
travel can also occur. Some of the considerations for this theme include:

- Undertake a capacity study to understand deficiencies or oversuppiy

- Existing physical assets should be surveyed to determine their state as well as potential use

- What are the land use patterns in the town and how can existing, but poorly managed plots
be better integrated?

- Plan for change, so that evolution can occur, and buildings are flexible and adaptive for
potential future uses

- Work with the community to create events and activities that will attract people

Many of the themes overlap, and this is again the case with the theme of environmental sustainability,
which also promotes the reuse of brownfield sites. The consolidation of the existing built environment,
as opposed to sprawl and development on greenfield sites, is central to this theme as it is others.
Protecting and enhancing biodiversity and natural assets is vital, while enabling active transport and
healthy choices should be integral to development too, Other considerations include:

- Exploit opportunities for renewable energy use and capture

- Undertake sustainable building practices

- Understand the surrounding environmental limitations of the landscape
- Build to capitalise and utilise natural assets, such as direction of sunlight
- Take all necessary steps to reduce waste and pollution, and their impacts

The final theme worth noting is the fifth which addresses the urban form and character of a place.
Engendering a sense of place should be an important consideration as it helps to create cohesive
communities. There are many ways this can be achieved, one of which is creating a “legible’ place.
This means a place that is easily understood in terms of its street patterns, architecture, landmarks,
topography, etc. Creating a street pattern that has a defined hierarchy of routes that bring people to
central locations is an example. “Fine grain” smaller urban plots and blocks are preferable to larger
blocks. Equally, the scale of buildings and widths of streets are important for place. Considerations
should include the following:

- Identify the ‘urban grain’ of the area and replicate this with the new developments

- Provide a comfortable and attractive urban realm (no overhead wires, limit signage, etc.)

- Respect features of the environment that have meaning and contribute towards the town’s
‘story’, and are part of the collective memory

- Consider the comfort of the area. Is it adequately protected from environmental conditions?

The Toolkit for Community-Led Village Design Statements is one of several similar initiatives
implemented by the Heritage Council that attempts to empower local communities to have a much
stronger say in the future development of their localities. it does this through promoting the creation
of a community-led village design statement, which gives communities a ‘voice’ and strengthens their
understanding of planning, heritage management and conservation.

A village design statement (VDS) is a “mechanism for protecting, celebrating and enhancing local
distinctiveness and contributes significantly to the delivery of sustainable development”. It analyses,
understands and describes the unique characteristics of a village, the elements that make the place
distinct, and proposes a series of design principles that are to be adhered to for future development.
Italso creates several recommendations and actions that aim to enhance the uniqueness of the place,
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but in @ manner that is respectful. The following are identified as the core heritage and design
elements that should be considered in a VD5:

Historic village form and settlement pattern
Villagescape, historic streetscape and character areas
Key approaches to the village

Landmarks

Green infrastructure and natural heritage

e National monuments

In order to reverse the trend of decline that is evident across many of lreland’s towns and villages, the
Heritage Council undertook research into the most appropriate policies that could be of benefit,
culminating in the release of their report on Policy Proposals for ireland’s Towns. Although more and
more people are now living in urban environments, many of our town centres are experiencing high
levels of vacancy and dereliction. The Heritage Council argue that "heritage-led urban regeneration”
offers an opportunity to bring a vibrancy and vitality back to these ailing locations.

One of the core elements of the Heritage Council’s argument is that there is a monetary value of
historic urban environments. Essentially, evidence shows that proximity to heritage assets adds value
to housing, which itself shows the homeowner’s pride in place.

In many cases towns have been "rurned inside-out” by suburban commercial and residential
developments which draw activity out of the town centres. It is the role of the planning system to
protect the heritage value of towns by preventing developments that can potentially decimate historic
town centres. The report calls for a planning system that “fully incorporate heritage management”.
Additionally, a restrictive planning system creates regulatory barriers that prevents the innovative
reuse of vacant or derelict buildings.

The following bullet points are the six key policy recommendations the report proposes:

1. The Irish Government should produce an “Irish Urban Policy” which describes and sets out
to protect the strategic social, cultural, economic and environmental role of irish towns;

2. The ‘Living City’ regeneration initiative should be extended to includ3e historic core areas of
all Irish towns, where they are protected as Architecturat Conservation Areas;

3. Planning authorities should ease the regulatory burden that deters people from ‘living over
the shops’;

4. The strategic economic role of towns in local economies identified in the CEDRA report
should be targeted in future funding programmes;

5. Allinitiatives should be monitored for effectiveness in achieving the aims of ‘heritage-led
urhan regeneration’;

6. The Heritage Council should be funded to administer a ‘Rural Towns and Villages Network’
that supports community efforts to revitalise town centres.

In 2012, Failte Ireland released a report titled Historic Towns in Ireland: Maximising your Tourism
Potential. The guide was aimed at any interested party, including Local Authorities, who sought to
capitalise on the growing numbers of cultural tourists Ireland was seeing. It offers guidance on how
the tourism amenity value of towns can be improved. Some of the core recommendations are as
follows:
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*  Movement around the town should be easy and comfortable for visitors. This means placing
an emphasis on pedestrians, as walking is the best way for visitors to fully appreciate and
experience what the town has. Therefore, pedestrianisation of certain areas should be
considered, particularly along routes frequented by visitors,

® Vehicular traffic can dominate historic towns. If excessive on-street parking and busy two-way
roads exist in the centre of a town, visitors may fee! unwelcome and "in the way”. The
heritage value of a town is damaged by excessive vehicular access, and this should be
managed in a more appropriate way

® Littering and rubbish can lead to poor perceptions of 2 place, therefore ensuring there are
sufficient bins that are regularly emptied is important.

* Perceptions of safety are important for visitors, particularly if they are in a location at night.
Popular areas, buildings and the paths leading to these focations should be comfortably lit

* The character of the streetscapes gives a first impression. Quite often there is simply a need
to ensure streets and building facades are clean, however consideration to regular painting
schemes should be made, devising a colour palette to use on buildings and giving a colourfut
sense of character. Similarly, traditional shopfronts are truly original to Ireland and should be
protected and replicated.

* The unigue selling point of a town needs to be identified and emphasised. This could be built
heritage or natural environment, or a collection of both, nonetheless, it should all be
enhanced and exploited.

*  Public art such as murals, statues or monuments offer towns an interesting and attractive
component that visitors wiill want to view and learn more about, The installation of public art
should be considered in appropriate locations

® Farmers markets, festivals and other similar events provide residents and visitors alike with
additional reasons to spend time in a town centre. Old market squares that exist in many irish
towns offer the ideal locations for these events, with a link to the areas heritage too

It is also worthwhile referencing international examples of best-practice guides for design and
development of our public spaces., Perhaps the most influential and successful guidance programme
of recent years is Transport Jor London’s (TFi) ‘Healthy Streets’ programme, which was developed in
conjunction with the Mayor of London’s Office. Healthy Streets is a series of guides and manuals that
identify ways to promote active travel and, as a result, create better, more liveable communities and
neighbourhoods.

The Heaithy Streets Approach uses ten indicators of what makes streets attractive places, and these
indicators can be used to evaluate existing and planned future street conditions, Figure 32 is taken
from the Healthy Streets guide and shows the ten indicators of a healthy street, which are:

* Pedestrians from all walks of life — Streets should be welcoming places for everyone;

* Easyto cross — Streets should be easy to cross, with direct routes for pedestrians that make
crossing at anytime convenient;

* Shade and shelter ~ Shade and shelter from wind, rain and direct sun provides for a more
comfortable environment;

¢  Places to stop and rest — Streets that possess plenty of locations to stop, sit and relax benefit
those with mobility issues and iocal businesses;

* Not too noisey — Motorised vehicles and heavy trafficked streets are noisey, unappealing
places for people;
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People choose to walk, cycle and use public transport— Aclive travel benefits all of society
and streets should facilitate this as much as possible;

People feel safe — Safety is key, so people should not fear road traffic or other threats to
personal safety;

Things to see and do — Stimulating and interesting environments will attract people, so nice
views, street art, planting and shops or venues will see increased users on a street;

People feel relaxed — Uncluttered, clean and well-maintained streets improve relaxation;
Clean air — Motorised transport causes air pollution, streets should help mitigate against this

Of course, while the Healthy Streets indicators were developed by TFi for initial use in evaluating
London’s streets, they are not tailored entirely to London itself. Instead the indicators promote
values and concepts of good planning and design that can be administered anywhere, and this
includes Blessington. With Main Street in Blessington providing the town’s traditional heart, perhaps
some of the guidance of Healthy Streets coutd be implemented here?

People choose ©
walk, cycte N9
Use public tran

Figure 84 Healthy Streets indicators {TfL)
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