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Blessington District Forum  

 

Proposed Material Amendments 

 



 

1) Foreword 

Blessington & District Forum is a community-based voluntary body. 

The Forum is a 32-member body representing Blessington & the surrounding area and facilitates all 

matters in relation to community and societal development, planning, town development, and 

environmental issues in cooperation with Wicklow County Council and other Statutory Bodies. 

Established in 2001, Blessington & District Forum is the united community body for the area. 

2) Introduction 

The Blessington District Forum would like to thank the Wicklow County Council planners on their 

hard work so far on the LAP for the town of Blessington. We are very pleased to see some of the 

BDF’s recommendations being utilised such as the pedestrianisation of the market square, the 

natural linkages throughout the town and the zoning of Active Open Space lands and their 

development proceeding residential development. This being said we feel that there is further work 

to be completed and would appeal to the planners to maintain their efforts and make the below 

recommendations. 

The previous 2013-2019 draft LAP was unchanged and adopted as the 2013-2019 LAP. This we feel 

should not be the case in the upcoming LAP, if submissions can be made at draft stage, then these 

submissions should be taking into account as there is always ways to improve the LAP which will be 

adopted. 

3) Agreement – Proposed Material Amendments 

The Forum would be in agreement with the majority of the Proposed Material Amendments and have 

noted some of these agreements below.  

The Forum is in full agreement with the planners change in zoning as per the below zoning map and 

written detail at Blessington Demesne. The Forum is in agreement so long as the written detail 

remains the same and the facilities remain as noted as there has been a reduction from 15 hectares 

of AOS lands to 4.5 hectares in this area. This reduction has obviously been agreed by the council 



 

and Cairn Homes the landowners so should remain as such for this LAP and future LAP’s as Cairn 

have gained a significantly amount of residential land. 

One note for the sports facilities would be that an internal Basketball court be completed in these 

lands and not an external court. There are 

numerous external basketball courts within 

the new Blessington Community College 

planning permission. There will be more than 

enough external courts for the community of 

Blessington so the need for an internal is 

much greater than further external courts. 



 

The Forum is also in agreement with the updated amendments of Doran’s pits lands. There is 
substantial potential here the forum feels for sporting facilities, a tourist area and a community 
building as well as the much needed residential units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Forum would also be an agreement with the SLO 6 as per the adjacent image and the written 
detail with an area to be utilised for Community, Tourism accommodation & Sport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4) Further Proposals – Proposed Material Amendments 

The Forum would be in agreement with the majority of the Proposed Material Amendments but feel 

there are a few proposals that should be undertaken to improve the plan. These proposals we feel 

are necessary actions to ensure the prosperity and growth of the town, its voluntary groups and the 

many local clubs.  

Proposal 1 – Community Facilities 

There has been a community facility earmarked for the lands to the north east of Dunnes & Doran’s 

Pit lands. With Glenveagh/Marshalling yards already granted planning for their development it will be 

very difficult to enforce a community building within this location. Further to this the lands at Doran’s 

pit have been idle for the last 15 years and could remain idle again for a similar length of time so the 

Forum feels that other areas should be allocated for community facilities within the town. 

Below the Forum has highlighted areas of lands that could be utilised for a community facility within 

the town of Blessington. A SLO should be implemented for the lands below to ensure the future 

development of these lands for a community facility 

WCC Lands – Santryhill (West of Oak Drive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The lands to the west of Oak drive as above which are owned by Wicklow County Council could be 
used for a community facility. Being currently owned by the council could allow for a quick solution 
for the on going need for a community facility. 

WCC Lands – Santryhill (North of Aldi) 

Another location for a community facility could be the lands to the north of the current Aldi shopping 
centre. This is a prime location for a block of apartments 4 or 5 storeys high with retail units and a 
community facility on the ground floor.  

Parking could be positioned surrounding the building while a basement construction could allow 
further parking for the apartment units. Sightlines to the right of these lands on exit are sufficient with 
over 90m. This would suit a system of no right turn when exiting with the junction to the N81 showing 
minimal sightlines. 

 

 

 



 

Clonmel Lands (South West of Dunnes) 

Another area where a community building could be allocated is the Clonmel Enterprises lands to the 
south west of Dunnes Stores. They are currently looking for planning permission and have been 
asked for further information requests from the council. It is noted that the RFI requests information 
on a concern on the number of mixed-use proposed in this development. A community facility 
should be made available within this planning permission and if cannot be enforced at this stage a 
further RFI should request a community facility or should be made as a condition of the planning 
being received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conclusion there is various areas where a much needed community facility can be implemented in 
the upcoming LAP and we hope that WCC please allocated one or two of these lands for this.  



 

Proposal 2 – Greenway/Walkways 

Walkway 

The Forum was very disappointed to see the refusal for the proposed Greenway by An Bord Pleanala 

but feel there is adequate scope for a resubmission. We are of the opinion that the refusal provided 

detailed information (similar to an RFI) that opens the door to a resubmission. We would strongly 

urge WCC to consider a resubmission considering the information provided in the refusal. 

This said we feel that there is excellent possibilities for extensions of existing walkways around the 

town and development of new walkways that can incorporate the lake and the fantastic view that it 

offers. Below is a proposal which would develop a new walkway from the newly proposed tourist 

office along the lake and to stop at Knockieran Bridge. This area could be used as an amenity area 

and a further walkway extension could be completed once the tourism area is developed.  

The above proposal would give an excellent link to the town from these tourism lands all while 

utilising a route incorporating the tourist office and amenity area.  



 

The images below show what could be possible and has been completed in other areas of natural 

beauty to encourage tourism, utilise a fantastic view overlooking the lake and an amenity area. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This walkway and amenity area would be a fantastic addition to the town as the town massively 

underutilises the areas surrounding the lakes and its views for the local communities and for 

potential tourists.



 

Greenway 

As from the zoning maps it can be seen that the proposed Greenway has been completely removed. 
We as a Forum feel that the recently refused Greenway should not be completely discarded and feel 
a resubmission should be pursued at its earliest convenience. The refusal from An Bord Pleanala has 
given a clear indication of the insufficient information within the previous submission and clearly 
outlines the necessary information/surveys required to overcome this refusal. 

The below detail outlines how a new submission can overcome this refusal. 
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