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Introduction & History of West Wicklow Pool Campaign

• The Community Pool for West Wicklow committee are a voluntary community group who have been 
campaigning for the development of a swimming pool in the Baltinglass MD (West Wicklow) since July 
2018.

• During this time we have worked with Wicklow County Council, local Councillors, TDs, community groups, 
sports clubs, businesses, schools, Water Safety Ireland and Swim Ireland to demonstrate the many 
benefits that the development of a swimming pool in West Wicklow would have for the local community.

• Wicklow County Council have previously identified a 30 acre site of Council owned land in Blessington 
beside the Avon as the most suitable location for the development of a swimming pool and community 
sports facilities in West Wicklow.

• The prioritisation of the development of a swimming pool facility and sports complex in West Wicklow was 
included in the most recent Wicklow County Development Plan. 

• In 2022 Community Pool for West Wicklow and Swim Ireland, in collaboration with Wicklow County 
Council, brought a temporary Pop-Up Pool to Blessington for a 12 week period. 600 children a week had 
the opportunity to learn how to swim during this period.

Chapter 7 Community Development, Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028



Why does West Wicklow need a swimming pool?

• The Baltinglass MD (West Wicklow) is the only district in Wicklow without a swimming pool 
(public or private).

• The Baltinglass MD has a population size comparable with Arklow. Blessington is the largest 
town in the MD with a population of approx. 6,000 but this is closer to 7,000 when the 
surrounding villages are included.

• Residents of West Wicklow and schools within the district must travel outside of Wicklow to 
Naas, Tallaght, Athy, Carlow, and as far as Wexford to go swimming. 

• At present the average travel time West Wicklow residents must travel to access swimming 
facilities in other counties is 30 minutes. 

• The closest Wicklow County 
Council operated swimming pool 
to the majority of West Wicklow 
residents is in Bray and has a 
minimum travel time of 45 
minutes with no public transport 
links from West Wicklow.

Community Facilities Hierarchy Model from Section 7.2 Community Development & 
Land Use Planning, Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028



Educational Benefits of a Swimming Pool
• Drowning is the second leading cause of death in children in Ireland. 

• Swimming is part of the national curriculum in schools but Principals in West Wicklow 

are finding it increasingly more difficult to incorporate it into their school day.

• Blessington school children currently travel to Naas and Tallaght to access swimming 

facilities. Primary school children in Donard have to travel as far as Athy or Carlow to 

go swimming. 

• A 40 minute swim lesson can take three hours out of the school day due to long 

travel times – loss of potential teaching time for other subjects.

• Long journeys to access swimming facilities have a direct impact on our environment 

and carbon emissions.

• The arrival of the Pop-Up Pool in Blessington in 2022 gave some local schools an 

opportunity to access swimming facilities for their students for the first time.



Benefits of a Swimming Pool for Local Sports

• West Wicklow has an abundance of local sports clubs 

which would benefit from the use of local swimming 

facilities.

• Everyone should have the opportunity to be involved and 

develop their skills at their chosen sport. 

• Swimming is an inclusive sport which people of all ages 

and abilities can take part in.

• Studies have shown that girls are more likely to stop 

engaging and participating in sport as they grow up than 

their male counterparts. 

• Women tend to swim more than men, especially as young 

adults (ESRI 2013).







Blessington Pop-Up Swimming Pool

In September 2022 the 
Community Pool for West 

Wicklow campaign, in 
partnership with Swim Ireland 
and Wicklow County Council 

brought a temporary swimming 
pool to Blessington for a twelve 

week period.

The following slides demonstrate 
the scale of this project and the 

positive impact it had on the 
community here in Blessington 

and across West Wicklow.







Pool Usage from Sept – Dec 2022
• School Swim Classes       448 children 

• Public Swim Classes       135 people

• Blessington Forum Autism Group     16 children

• Aquafit classes twice a week     16 adults

• TY Rookie Lifeguard Classes      13 teenagers

• Wicklow Local Sports Partnership Inclusive Halloween Camp 8 children

• Public Swims       453 people

TOTAL SWIMS OVER 12 WEEKS: 7,449



Community Reaction

We had demand for extra classes to be introduced 
however the demand for the pool was too great to 
accommodate us.

Ever since the pool has left our community we have a 
drop off in exercise participation in certain client 
cohorts. We had very positive feedback about our 
classes and many have expressed their 
disappointment at not being able to continue with 
this service. Unfortunately similar services are not 
accessible for many due to the distance needed to 
travel. Method Physio

I was one of those people  who used the pop up pool on a weekly 

basis, as a retired lady I found this facility a huge benefit. I would 

love to have a local pool and would definitely use it regularly as 

would the rest of my family. Thanks again for all those involved with 

the pop up pool... Lorraine Fallon

The pop up pool was such a wonderful facility in Blessington and can’t wait for 

the construction of a pool in the town. I really miss the AquaFit classes. My sons 

attended swimming lessons there also with their local school Manor Kilbride … 

highlight of all the kids week. Jennifer Fitzsimons

My 3 children had great use of 

the pop up pool while it was in 

Blessington and miss it a lot, as 

do I now having to drive a long 

distance to bring them 

swimming elsewhere since it 

has left Blessington. Olivia 
Ryall



In Conclusion

600 children a week attended swimming lessons for the three months that the Pop-Up Pool was 
in Blessington. Many of these children had not had this opportunity before and will not have the 
chance to continue learning how to swim until there is a local swimming pool developed for our 

community.

We have outlined the many advantages and health benefits of swimming as well as the safety 
importance of this life skill. We have also demonstrated that there is a demand for access to 

local swimming facilities in Blessington. 

It is imperative that any plan for the development of Blessington must include and make 
reference to the development of a swimming pool for our community.



Recommendations for the Blessington 
Local Area Plan

• The inclusion of the development of a swimming pool and multi-use sports complex in the Blessington Local Area Plan. With 
the aim for development of the swimming pool to have started within the lifetime of the LAP.

• The Blessington community is expanding and local sports clubs in Blessington such as Blessington AFC, Blessington Rugby 
Club, the Lakeshore Striders Running Club and other clubs are growing in popularity but do not currently have adequate 
facilities for their members. With this in mind we see the new Blessington LAP as an opportunity to plan for the towns future 
and locate facilities for all of these sports together at the same site as the swimming pool and sports complex. This will allow 
for a sharing of facilities such as changing rooms, car park facilities and training areas. 

• The zoning of land for the development of a swimming pool and multi-use sports complex including football pitches, rugby 
pitches and a running track located at the Council owned land beside the Avon in Blessington.

• A general increase in the amount of land around Blessington zoned as “open space” and available to the community and local 
sports clubs for recreational purposes. 



Contact Details

Community Pool for West Wicklow can be contacted via email at 
 

or by phone 
c/o the Chairperson, Deirdre McCormack on 
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Wicklow County Council Planning Department     April 2nd 2024 

 

RE: Inclusion of a multi-use sports complex in the Blessington Local Area Plan  

 

Dear Members of Wicklow County Council Planning Department, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Community Pool for West Wicklow Committee as part of the Blessington 

Local Area Plan Pre-Draft Submission process to voice our support for the need to include the development of 

a multi-use sports complex in the new Blessington Local Area Plan. 

We have been campaigning for the development of a swimming pool in West Wicklow since July 2018. During 

this time, we have worked with several local sports clubs and community groups and have seen the impact 

that the lack of local sporting facilities and amenities are having on the ability of these clubs to grow in our 

community. 

Blessington AFC have over 700 members ranging from their children’s Academy all the way up to their adult 

teams. This enthusiastic and ambitious club have now outgrown their current pitches, located at Crosschapel, 

and are in need of access to facilities within Blessington to ensure that the club can continue to grow and 

become more accessible to our community. 

Blessington Rugby FC have over 450 families involved in the club but have no dedicated home and currently 

split their training between the grounds of Russborough House and training facilities in Naas. 

The Lakeshore Striders Running Club are a well established and popular club within our community. They offer 

couch to 5km introductory courses and numerous race events throughout the year to help and encourage 

more members of our local community to get involved with the sport. However, they only have access to a 

shared running track behind Blessington Community College for a couple of hours a week.  

The Baltinglass Municipal District is the only district in Wicklow without a swimming pool. At present members 

of our community must travel to Naas, Tallaght, Athy and further afield to access swimming facilities. 

Swimming is a life-skill that everyone should have the opportunity to learn and take part in. Swimming is also 

one of the most inclusive sports which anyone can take part in regardless of their age, physical or mental 

ability.  

In 2022 we worked together with Swim Ireland and Wicklow County Council to bring a temporary Pop-Up Pool 

to Blessington for a 12-week period. During this period 600 children a week attended swimming lessons at the 

Pop-Up Pool, which included two autism friendly swim classes per a week. There were also Aqua-fit classes, 

adult swim lessons, a rookie life-guard training course, public swims and a Halloween swim camp. The success 

of the Pop-Up Pool demonstrated the demand for swimming facilities in Blessington.  

Blessington is a growing community and the popularity of the diverse range of sporting clubs in the area 

demonstrates the need for the development of sporting facilities in the town. We believe that it is imperative 

that the development of a multi-use sports complex with a swimming pool, football and rugby pitches and a 

running track is included in the new Blessington Local Area Plan. 
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The location of these facilities in the same area will enable a sharing of resources and facilities such as 

changing and shower facilities and car park and help to promote and encourage an increase in participation 

across all sports in the town. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to recommend a general increase in the amount of “open spaces” 

or “recreational spaces” in the town. As our community grows and more people move to Blessington it is 

hugely important that we have designated and protected spaces for our community to exercise, play, walk and 

enjoy being outside. 

If you have any questions about any of our suggestions and recommendations, we would be happy to discuss 

them further with you. 

Kind regards, 

Deirdre McCormack 

Chairperson 

Community Pool for West Wicklow 

 










