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1. Introduction

This Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) has been prepared by AECOM on behalf of Wicklow County Council
(the Client) to support the application for a proposed looped greenway along the shores of the Poulaphouca
Reservoir and towns, villages and local amenities (referred to as the ‘scheme’ (Figure 1; Appendix A)). The scheme
will also involve the refurbishment of existing car parks adjacent to the scheme, while some temporary accesses
and compounds will be required during construction.

2. Scheme Overview

The County Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Strategy 2009-2013, as part of its objectives, called for the exploration of
the potential for new trails in West Wicklow and specifically for the development and promotion of walking and
cycling trails. The 2010 Feasibility Study on Recreation Opportunities a Poulaphouca Reservoir identified a
potential “Flagship Project”. It recommended the provision of a surfaced multipurpose walking and cycling trail
circling the main Reservoir adjacent to the shoreline. It also identified a proposed first phase from Blessington to
Russborough. This phase has been completed though will also be upgraded under the current proposals.

The scheme will be a 3m wide shared use path (width varies along the path) which will be used by both pedestrians
and cyclists. The path will be largely segregated from traffic where the greenway is adjacent to the public road. The
Propose Development will have a total length of c.33km.

The greenway route will follow the predominantly planted conifer plantation around the lakeshore and for some
sections there is an existing trail. Macadam will be used as a surface treatment. This will be laid on a 40 mm to 55
mm base course on 150 mm Clause 804 subbase on a geotextile layer as required. Construction works will require
shallow excavation (maximum depth of 200 mm – 300 mm), tree trunk removal, placement of culverts, single span
bridges over larger streams, fencing and minor landscaping.

The Proposed Development includes public car parks that will undergo refurbishments, that will include the
provision of bike parking stands, information boards, waste collection, seating areas, drinking water stations and
electric vehicle charging points (note: the level of refurbishment differs at each car park). In addition, the car parks
at Knockieran and Russellstown will be extended with provision for 50 additional car parking spaces at each
location and three off-site areas of tree planting will be added at Knockieran Car Park, The Burgage Area and The
Avon Area to replace trees removed to facilitate construction of the scheme.

3. Scope

The assessment will be concerned with the cultural heritage resource. This comprises archaeological assets,
architectural heritage and designed landscapes such as gardens and demesnes. This baseline also considers the
setting of these heritage assets, which can be described as the surroundings in which the heritage assets are
experienced and appreciated.

The main objectives of the AIA are:

¶ to identify cultural heritage assets within the footprint of the scheme and associated study area
which extends 100 m from the boundaries of the scheme; 

¶ to assess the baseline information and offer an analysis of the potential for currently unrecorded
archaeological assets within the scheme; 

¶ to assess the importance of the cultural heritage assets;

¶ to assess the potential impact of the proposed development on cultural heritage assets within the
scheme; and

¶ to assess the potential impact of the scheme on the settings of cultural heritage assets within the
settings assessment study area which extends 100 m from the scheme centre-line.
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4. Methodology

4.1 Sources

The preparation of the baseline was informed by material gathered and collated from various sources, including:

¶ National Monuments Service (NMS) and Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI);

¶ National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH); and

¶ Wicklow County Development Plan 2016-2022, Record of Protected Structures (RPS).

Additionally, the current scheme was previously subject to a Cultural Heritage report prepared in 2015 by the Moore
Group - archaeological and environmental services. This report was prepared on behalf of the Blessington
Community Forum and sought to determine the archaeological potential of the area, how this archaeological
potential would be affected by the scheme and propose appropriate further action (Moore Group, 2015). The
previous report has been used to inform the baseline of this assessment and is included as Appendix B.

In addition to the gathering of comprehensive baseline information, a site visit was undertaken on the 6th and 7th
August 2020, in order to identify any previously unidentified cultural heritage assets that might exist within the
scheme, and to assess the current condition of heritage assets identified in the Moore Group report of 2015. The
visit also assessed the potential impact of the scheme on the setting of selected cultural heritage assets in the
settings area which extends 100 m from the scheme boundary.

4.2 Asset Selection and Study Area

A study area which extends 100m from the scheme boundary has included all known and potential cultural heritage
(archaeological, architectural heritage and designed landscapes) assets. The extent of the study area follows that
determined in the Moore Group report of 2015. The study area is illustrated on Figures 2.1 and 2.2 (Appendix A)
and has been utilised to produce a figure illustrating the surrounding cultural heritage assets. Heritage data from
all sources has been identified within this buffer. The size of this study area enabled a detailed examination of the
heritage assets surrounding the site, in order to provide sufficient archaeological and historical contextual
information and allow an assessment of the archaeological potential of the site to be made.

Additionally, an assessment of setting was utilised for designated heritage assets (Protected Structures, National
Monuments, Recorded Monuments and sites on the Register of Historic Monuments, and Architectural
Conservation Areas) within, and just beyond, the study area.

4.3 Assessment of Heritage Asset Importance

A Cultural Heritage asset is defined as a monument, building, group of buildings and sites which are the combined
works of nature and man constituting the historic or built environment (World Heritage Convention, 1972). A heritage
asset’s value is not solely expressed through any designated status but can also be exhibited through a series of
values or special interests. These include architectural, historical, artistic, archaeological, cultural, scientific, social
or technical interests. There is the potential for non-designated assets to display special interests equivalent to a
designated asset. Therefore a “designated” status does not necessarily confer a set level of importance on an
asset, rather professional judgement and an assessment of the special interest displayed by that asset are
examined and a level of importance is assigned.

Section 2 of the 1930 National Monuments Act defines a ‘national monument’ as “a monument or the remains of
a monument the preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical, architectural,
traditional, artistic, or archaeological interest attaching thereto.” National Monuments are considered nationally
important and any works carried out at, or in close proximity to, an archaeological site designated as a National
Monument in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister or a Local Authority may require a Ministerial
Consent.

National Monuments and Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) sites/Register of Historic Monuments (RHM)
sites are not clearly differentiated in the National Monuments Act 1930 – 2004. However, not all RMP and RHM
sites and associated constraint areas demonstrate the same level or degree of heritage special interest as can be
found in National Monuments. Therefore, they can be considered to be of either of national or regional importance
and an assessment of the special interest of the asset and professional judgement is used to identify the
appropriate level of importance.
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Some archaeological and architectural heritage assets are also included on the RPS of each county or city
development plan, under Section 51(1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (Revised). These protected
structures are included in the RPS due to their special architectural, archaeological, artistic, cultural, historical,
scientific, social or technical interest. Protected structures are considered to be of international, national or regional
importance.

Architectural Conservation Areas are areas which are designated in a county development plan, under Section
81(1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (Revised), in order to “preserve the character of a place, area,
group of structures or townscape” that are of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural,
scientific, social or technical interest or value; or “contributes to the appreciation of protected structures.” 
Architectural Conservation Areas are considered to be of either national or regional importance.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage was established to assist councils in assessing whether structures
should be added to their Record of Protected Structures. These architectural heritage assets are rated to be of
either international, national, regional, local or ‘record only’ importance.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage also contains a Garden Survey which includes designed
landscapes such as parks, gardens and demesnes. These can be divided into those with substantially intact
landscapes and features; and those where the landscape has been significantly eroded by later changes with only
peripheral features intact. For the purposes of this assessment, the substantially intact landscapes are judged to
be of international, national or regional importance while the denuded landscapes are judged to be of local
importance.

Townlands are the lowest level, officially defined geographical area in Ireland and date to before the Anglo-Norman
period (12th century). The boundaries of townlands boundaries are often visible in the landscape as walls, tree-
lined ditches and embankments or natural features such as streams. They provide visible physical evidence of
historical territory or political boundaries and are regarded as being of local importance as historic, cultural heritage
features.

4.4 Assessment Methodology

The assessment of baseline conditions was carried out in accordance with the following guidance:

¶ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2017, Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports;

¶ EPA, 2003, Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements;

¶ Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2005a, Frameworks and Principles for the
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage;

¶ Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2005a, Architectural Heritage Guidelines;

¶ National Roads Authority (NRA), 2005, Guidelines for the Assessment of Archaeological Heritage
Impacts of National Road Schemes; and

¶ NRA, 2005, Guidelines for the Assessment of Architectural Heritage Impacts of National Road
Schemes.

4.5 Setting Assessment Methodology

This assessment has been guided by Historic England’s Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning:
Note 3 (Second Edition) – The Setting of Heritage Assets (HE, 2017). The Setting of Heritage Assets provides
guidance on setting and development management, including assessing the implications of development
proposals, a counterpart to which has not yet been produced in the Republic of Ireland.

A staged approach is recommended for settings assessments, the first step of which is to identify the cultural
heritage assets affected and their settings. The second step is to assess whether, how and to what degree these
settings make a positive contribution to the importance of the heritage asset(s), i.e. “what matters and why”. This
includes a description of the key attributes of the cultural heritage asset itself, and then considers the physical
surroundings of the asset, including its relationship with other heritage assets; the way the cultural heritage asset 
is appreciated; and the asset’s associations and patterns of use. The third step (where appropriate) is to assess 
the effect of the proposed development on the significance of assets through the consideration of the key attributes
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of the proposed development in terms of its location and siting; form and appearance; additional effects; and 
permanence.

The assessment methodology has also been guided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government’s Architectural Heritage Protection, Guidelines for Planning Authorities which was published in 2004
and revised in 2011. This contains the relevant guidance which is detailed below. It is important to note that
paragraph 13.8.1 of the guidance states that proposed development outside the curtilage or grounds of a protected
structure or ACA should be given similar consideration as for proposed development within the attendant grounds.
This methodology has been combined with the Historic England methodology, in order to conduct a similar and
more robust assessment of the impacts of the proposed development on recorded archaeological monuments, in
addition to architectural heritage. This guidance wording is detailed below:

Development Within the Attendant Grounds

13.7.1 It is essential to understand the character of a site before development proposals can be
considered. Where attendant grounds of particular significance are proposed for development, a
conservation plan could be prepared in advance of any planning application which would identify the
significance of the site and locate areas within the designed landscape, if any, which could accept change
and development and those areas which could not without damaging the architectural heritage of the
place.

13.7.2 When dealing with applications for works within the attendant grounds of a protected structure, a
visit to the site should be considered an essential part of the assessment. The planning authority should
consider:

a) Would the development affect the character of the protected structure?

b) Would the proposed works affect the relationship of the protected structure to its surroundings and
attendant grounds?

c) Would the protected structure remain the focus of its setting? For example, a new building erected
between a structure and a feature within the attendant grounds will alter the character of both;

d) Do the proposed works require an alteration of the profile of the landscape, for example, the creation
of a golf course? How would this affect the character of the protected structure and its attendant grounds?

e) Do the proposals respect important woodland and parkland? Do they conserve significant built features
and landscape features?

f) Are there important views of or from the structure that could be damaged by the proposed development?
Would important vistas be obstructed by new development?

g) Would distant views of important architectural or natural landmarks be blocked or changed? Would a
significant skyline be altered?

h) Even where the proposed development is at a distance from the protected structure, could it still have
an impact? This could include tall or bulky buildings interrupting views of or from the protected structure
and other features of the designed landscape;

i) Where the new works would not be directly visible from the protected structure, would they be visible
from the approaches to the structure or from other important sites or features within the attendant
grounds? If so, would this be acceptable?

j) What effect would the scale, height, massing, alignment or materials of a proposed construction have
on the protected structure and its attendant grounds?

Other Development Affecting the Setting of a Protected Structure or an Architectural Conservation Area
(ACA)

13.8.1 When dealing with applications for works outside the curtilage and attendant grounds of a protected
structure or outside an ACA which have the potential to impact upon their character, similar consideration
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should be given as for proposed development within the attendant grounds. A visit to the site should be
considered an essential part of the assessment.

13.8.2 New development both adjacent to, and at a distance from, a protected structure can affect its
character and special interest and impact on it in a variety of ways. The proposed development may
directly abut the protected structure, as with buildings in a terrace. Alternatively, it may take the form of a
new structure within the attendant grounds of the protected structure. A new development could also have
an impact even when it is detached from the protected structure outside the curtilage and attendant
grounds but is visible in an important view of or from the protected structure.

13.8.3 The extent of the potential impact of proposals will depend on the location of the new works, the
character and quality of the protected structure, its designed landscape and its setting, and the character
and quality of the ACA. Large buildings, sometimes at a considerable distance, can alter views to or from
the protected structure or ACA and thus affect their character. Proposals should not have an adverse
effect on the special interest of the protected structure or the character of an ACA.

5. Legislation Planning Policy and Guidance

This assessment has been informed by legislation relating to cultural heritage including:

¶ National Monuments Acts (1930 – 2004);

¶ Heritage Council Acts 1995 and 2018;

¶ National Heritage Plan (2002);

¶ Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2016;

¶ Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2002 Planning Policy;

¶ The Wicklow County Development Plan 2016-2022; and

¶ Blessington Local Area Plan 2013 – 2019.

Local planning policy within the study area is contained within the Wicklow County Development Plan 2016 – 2022
and the Blessington Local Area Plan 2013 – 2019. These outline objectives in relation to the protection of the
heritage resource within the County and Blessington. Those objectives applicable to this project are outlined in
Appendix C.
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6. Heritage Baseline

6.1 Scheme Location

The scheme is located around the Poulaphouca Reservoir (known locally as the Blessington Lakes) in County
Wicklow. The proposed track will link with an existing track between the town of Blessington and Burgage More to
the southwest passing through The Avon leisure complex. Car parks along the scheme will also be refurbished.

The subject area is on the western side of the Wicklow Mountains with elevations between 180 m and 250 m OD.
The terrain is defined by the Poulaphouca Reservoir. An overview of the background and history of the Reservoir
is outlined in the Moore Group report of 2015 and is reproduced below:

‘The Poulaphouca Reservoir was created as part of the larger River Liffey Scheme. Following the success
of the Shannon Scheme a decision was taken in 1936 to harness the Liffey to supply water to Dublin city
and provide additional electricity supply to the national grid. With the construction of a dam at
Poulaphouca, a large reservoir was created within the upper stretches of the River Liffey in Co. Wicklow.
Construction began in 1937 and within the proposed inundated area 76 houses were demolished, and the
bridges at Humphreystown, Baltyboys and Burgage were blown up. In advance of the flooding of the
valley the Irish Folklore commission sent research workers to document the area and prepare an archive.
This work was undertaken under the directorship of a District Judge Mr. Liam Price. The completed survey
provides a unique snapshot of the social conditions of Ireland in 1939. Complete with photographs, house
plans and land surveys the report formed the basis for a more recent book entitled ‘Beneath the
‘Poulaphouca Reservoir’ edited by Christiaan Corlett (2008). At the time of particular local importance was
concern over Burgage Graveyard formerly known as Domhnach Emlagh. The graveyard also contained
an early medieval high cross named for St. Mark and a residential tower probably dating to the 15th
Century referred to on the 1st edition map as a ‘castle’. Following negotiations with the local clergy the
ESB acquired permission from the Wicklow Board of Health and Public Assistance to exhume the remains
and reinter them in a new cemetery to the east of Blessington village.

The removal of the human remains was carried out by Pioneer Road Construction Company under the
observation by Michael O’Connor representing the National Monuments Advisory Council. The
excavations resulted in the removal of 1030 remains, two high crosses, numerous and grave slabs. Notes
on the excavation also reveal the discovery of a kiln, worked bones, quern stones, a holy water font and
two Elizabethan coins. All the finds were sent to the National Museum.

Following the removal of the cemetery water levels in the reservoir gradually rose in 1940 submerging
over 5000 acres of farmland and bog.

Occasionally, as in 1978, the waters of the reservoir fell far enough that the walls of the houses, the piers
of the bridges and the track of the old bohreens become visible once again. The first power from the
scheme was available be 1943’ (Moore Group, 2015).

6.2 Scheme Description

The scheme is proposed to provide a predominately off-road shared use path for pedestrians and cyclists. The
scheme will cover approximately 33km and involve the provision and upgrading of a greenway mostly through
forest and woodlands adjacent to the shoreline of the Blessington Lake/Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA.

Traffic lights are proposed at three existing bridge crossings (Knockiernan Bridge, Baltyboys Bridge and
Valleymount Bridge) to manage a new shuttle system for vehicular traffic.  This will create space within the existing
bridge cross section for the provision of a shared use path to accommodate users of the eGreenway.

The greenway surface construction is proposed to consist of a machine laid, bound pavement. A 20mm surface
course is proposed to be laid on a 40 mm to 55 mm base course on 150mm Clause 804 subbase on a geotextile
layer as required.  Construction works will require shallow excavation (maximum depth of 200 mm - 300 mm), tree
removal and replacement, placement of culverts, single span bridges over larger streams, fencing and minor
landscaping.
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The project description involves the following:

1. Blessington – The Blessington section of the Proposed Development extends from the Wicklow County
Council boundary at Russellstown to Blessington. The section comprises 9.2km in length. This section is
proposed to consist of new greenway and the upgrade of existing sections along the route with a connection
to Russborough House via an existing underpass of the N81. It is proposed to extend the capacity of the
Russellstown car park with an additional 50 car spaces.  Works to both the Russelstown Car Park and the
Blessington eGreenway Hub and Car Park will provide electric vehicle charging points, bicycle parking, bins,
seating areas, drinking water stations and CCTV. There is 1 no. new watercourse crossing included in this
section while several existing crossings are to be retained.

2. Baltyboys – The Baltyboys section of the Proposed Development extends from the Blessington section to the
Valleymount section.  This section comprises 5.3km in length. Works to the Valleymount West Car Park and
Baltytboys car park will provide electric vehicle charging points, bike parking, bins, seating, drinking water
stations and CCTV. Precast box culverts and gabion retaining walls will be required within this section to
construct the Proposed Development.  There are approximately 5 no. small watercourses/ditches crossings
along this section.

3. Tulfarris – The Tulfarris section of the Proposed Development connects the Baltyboys section to Tulfarris via
the R758.  This section comprises 3.7km in length. This section is proposed to consist of new greenway and
share the existing road to connect with the Tulfarris Hotel & Golf Resort. There are approximately 2 no. new
small watercourse/ditch crossings along its length.

4. Valleymount – The Valleymount section of the Proposed Development extends from Baltyboys to
Ballyknockan. This section comprises 5.2km in length commencing at the Valleymount carpark, which is
located adjacent to Valleymount GAA Club.  Works to the two carparks in Valleymount East and West will
provide electric vehicle charging points, bicycle parking, bins, seating areas, drinking water stations, and
CCTV. Precast box culverts and gabion retaining walls will be required within this section. There are
approximately 3 no. small watercourses/ditches crossed by the Proposed Development in this section as well
as a crossing of the Annacarney Stream.

5. Ballyknockan – The Ballyknockan section of the Proposed Development extends from Ballyknockan to
Lacken.  This section comprises 4.3km in length. Gabion retaining walls will be required within this section.
Due to the high ground to the east there are a few small tributaries on this section with approximately 13 no.
small watercourses/ditches requiring to be accommodated by the Proposed Development.

6. Lacken – The Lacken section of the Proposed Development extends from Lacken to Knockiernan Bridge.
This section comprises 5.6km in length. The section involves new greenway construction. Precast box
culverts, concrete underpasses, and gabion retaining walls will be required within this section. It is proposed
to extend the capacity of the Knockiernan car park with an additional 50 car spaces.  Works to both
Knockiernan and Lacken car park will provide electric vehicle charging points, bicycle parking, bins, seating
areas, drinking water stations, and CCTV. The eastern side of the lake has many small tributaries which will
require the Proposed Development to accommodate approximately 7 no. small watercourses/ditches.

Signage will incorporate visitor information, way-finding information, heritage information and advisory/regulatory
information in proximity to road/agricultural crossings. All signage will be subject to full specification at detailed
design in project in accordance with national technical standards and guidance.

6.3 National Monuments

There is one National Monument located within the study area. This comprises a High Cross (NM 280) which was
formerly located within the graveyard (WI005-070005) which was part of the deserted medieval borough of Burgage
More and formed part of the lands of the Bishops of Glendalough in the 12th century. Known previously as St
Baoithin Cross, it was moved to the new Blessington Town Cemetery following the flooding of the Poulaphoca
Reservoir.

The cross is made of blue-grey granite and stands 4.3 m (14 ft) high. It has an unpierced ring and unusually long
arms. There is a decorative boss in the centre of both faces and a weathered inscription at the base of the cross.
The High Cross is now known as St. Mark’s Cross and is recorded on the RMP as WI005-047002 located 119m to
the southwest of the scheme at the entrance to The Avon complex. The original location of the High Cross is
recorded on the RMP as WI005-070007 and is now marked by a wooden cross.
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6.4 Record of Monuments and Places

A review of the RMP dataset identified 45 sites within, or just outside,100m of the proposed scheme. Of these sites
four are now submerged under the reservoir. These include the Neolithic house (WI010-058) at
Boystown/Baltyboys Upper, the Ringfort (WI010-018) and enclosure (WI010-019) at Ballyknockan, and the Mill
(WI005-078) at Burgage More (east side of lake).

Of the remaining sites, 18 are located at Burgage More. These comprise two redundant records (WI005-049 & 50),
a ringwork (WI005-048) while 15 that are related to the deserted medieval borough of Burgage More (WI010-
007001-WI010-007015) are in excess of 100 m to the southeast. Six assets (WI005-047001-006) are located in
Blessington Graveyard and comprise assets which were originally located Burgage More but were moved before
the area was flooded. The remaining assets consist of five located at Templeboodin Church and graveyard at
Lackan (WI010-011001 - WI010-011005) in excess of 80 m from the track. One is a cross inscribed stone along an
existing trackway at Boystown/Baltyboys Upper (WI010-048). A children’s burial ground (WI010-024) at
Ballyknockan located 60m from the trackway and a Moated site at Carrig (WI005-078) located immediately adjacent
to the scheme. Eight headstones dating to the 17th century are located 92m from the scheme in the graveyard of
Saint Mary’s Church in Blessington.

These assets consist of sites dating from the prehistoric to the modern periods and representing a range of
activities. General descriptions of these periods with reference to applicable recorded assets are provided in the
Moore Group report of 2015 (Appendix 3). The 45 recorded assets within, or just outside of, 100 m of the scheme
are listed in Table 6-1 and included in Appendix D: Gazetteers of Recorded Heritage Assets.

Table 6-1 Recorded Archaeological Sites within, or just outside of 100 m of the Scheme

NMS Ref Distance to
scheme

Type / Name Date Description Condition

WI005-026 59m Holy Well Early
Medieval

Now covered by Blessington Reservoir. The name
refers to a trout (Tobar an Bhric) which was said to
live in the well. According to the OS Name Books
invalids drank from the well and left rags on the
surrounding bushes.

In reservoir

WI005-
047001
(National
Monument
No. 280)

108m Cross - High
cross
(present
location)

Medieval National Monument in state ownership No. 280.
Situated at the SW end of a modern graveyard,
formerly located at Burgage More church and
graveyard (WI005-070001- & WI005-070005-). (1)
An imperforate ringed granite cross (H c. 4.3m) with
unusually long arms and a small boss in the centre
of both faces. Said by O'Donovan (O'Flanagan 1928,
246-7) to be dedicated to either St Mark or St
Baoithin. (2) To the E of 'St Mark's' cross is part of a
granite cross (present H 1.35m; original Wth across
arms 1.5m) with imperforate ringed head and one
unusually long arm remaining. (Harbison 1992, 28).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
047002

96m Cross - High
cross (present
location)

Medieval Situated at the SW end of a modern graveyard,
formerly located at Burgage More church and
graveyard (WI005-070001- and WI005-070005-). (1)
An imperforate ringed granite cross (H c. 4.3m) with
unusually long arms and a small boss in the centre
of both faces. Said by O'Donovan (O'Flanagan 1928,
246-7) to be dedicated to either St Mark or St
Baoithin. (2) To the E of 'St Mark's' cross is part of a
granite cross (present H 1.35m; original Wth across
arms 1.5m) with imperforate ringed head and one
unusually long arm remaining. (Harbison 1992, 28)

Substantial
remains

WI005-
047003

40m Graveslab
(current
position)

Medieval Originally (WI005-070008- ) from the old graveyard
(WI005-070005-) at Burgage and moved to its
present location in the new cemetery c. 1939, in
preparation for the Liffey Reservoir Scheme. A
recumbent granite slab (dims. L 1.68m; Wth 0.75m,
tapering to a pointed end) carries an incised Maltese

Substantial
remains
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cross within a double-circle, and shaft terminating in
a small cross.

WI005-
047004

54m Graveslab
(current
position)

Medieval Probably originally located (WI005-070009-) in the
old graveyard (WI005-070005-) at Burgage and
moved to its present location in the new cemetery
c. 1939, in preparation for the Liffey Reservoir
Scheme. An earthfast granite slab (dims. H 1.68m;
Wth 0.55m; T 0.15m) carries a cross and shaft in low,
weathered, relief.

Substantial
remains

WI005-
047005

41m Graveslab
(current
position)

Medieval The present location of a slab, set in concrete at the
head of a grave, recorded by Paddy Healy (2009, 77-
8) which was moved from the old graveyard (WI005-
070005-) at Burgage, where its original location has
been designated WI005-070015-. A thin, erect slate
slab (dims. H 1.11m; Wth 0.34m; T 0.09m) has two
deep notches cut into its edge near the top.

Substantial
remains

WI005-
047006

73m Font
(current
position)

Medieval Originally from the ancient church site at Burgage
(see WI005-070016- for original location record). A
sub-rectangular granite block (L 57cm; Wth 50cm; H
30cm) with a sub-rectangular basin (L at top 39.5cm;
Wth at top 32cm; L at base 35cm; Wth at base 24cm;
D 18cm). Towards one end of the flat base is a
vertical drain hole (diam. at top 7.5cm; min. diam.
3cm; diam. at base 6cm). The rim around the basin
is flat on three sides. On the fourth side the rim is
lower and cruder, and a piece has broken away at
one end. There is a hole (L 3cm; Wth 1.5cm; D
1.5cm) at the broken end which originally was most
likely deeper. At the opposite end is another small
hole (diam. 1.5cm; D 1cm). The holes may have been
used to secure a lid.

Substantial
remains

WI005-
070048

Immediately
adjacent

Ringwork Medieval Situated on a gentle S/SW-facing slope, on the edge
of the Blessington Reservoir which has encroached
on the site from S-SE. Circular area (diam. 52m; max.
ext. diam. 85m) defined by a bank (Wth 6m; int. H 1-
1.5m), an external fosse (everywhere except at the
S where it has been washed away) (Wth 9m; D 0.5-
1.6m) and an outer counterscarp bank (Wth 9m; H
1-1.8m) from W-NNE. No indication of an entrance
or internal features. Limited excavation revealed
two hearths and a simple stone lined drainage gully
(Macalister 1943, 147-9).

Substantial
remains

WI005-069 6m Redundant
record

Not
applicable

This record was formerly classed as a ringfort and
included in the Archaeological Inventory of County
Wicklow (Grogan and Kilfeather 1997, 52) based on
the coordinates supplied by Macalister in his
excavation report (Macalister 1943, 145). However,
this appears to be an error and the monument
excavated by Macalister was in fact WI005-048----
which is c. 200m to the NW (pers. comm. Chris
Corlett).

Not
applicable

WI005-
07001

Over 100m
to southeast

Church Medieval Situated on a small spit of land now extending into
the Blessington Reservoir originally overlooking the
confluence of the Liffey and King's River. The church
and graveyard represent part of the deserted
medieval borough of Burgage More and formed part
of the lands of the bishops of Glendalough in the
twelfth century (MacNeill 1950, 5-6). The remains

Some
remains
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consist of the foundations of a rectangular walled
structure (dims. c. 11m E-W; c. 9m N-S; T 0.8m; H
0.28m)) within a graveyard (dims. c. 55m E-W x c.
70m N-S) defined by a modern wall and by two old
roads to the E and W of the site. The graveyard has
been damaged by the waters of the reservoir and
there are no visible grave-markers. One high cross
and portion of another were originally located here
but have been removed to the modern, graveyard c.
800m to the N (WI005-04700--). Reynolds (1973, 67)
mentions a font at this site but it is now missing and
a holy well (WI005-070003-) was also situated here.
Burgage More tower house (WI005-070004-) lies
close by to the S.

WI005-
07002

Over 100m
to southeast

High Cross Medieval The original location of 'St Mark's Cross' - see
WI005-047001- for its present location.

Removed to
another
location

WI005-
07003

Over 100m
to southeast

Holy Well Medieval Situated to the W of Burgage More castle (WI005-
070004-). Described in the OS Letters (O'Flanagan
1928, 105) as a spring well at the foot of St Mark's
Cross (WI005-047001-) dedicated to St Mark or St
Baoithin. It could not be located and is probably
near the edge of, or covered by, Blessington
Reservoir.

No visible
remains

WI005-
07004

Over 100m
to southeast

Tower House Medieval Situated within the graveyard (WI005-070005-), on
the edge of Blessington Reservoir and being
undermined by periodic rises in the water level. A
four-storey tower house of uncoursed rubble with
dressed granite quoins (int. dims. 4.65m E-W x
5.05m N-S; max. H 8m), of which only the N and W
walls survive. Wooden floors were supported on
granite corbels. There is a two-centred arch over the
doorway in the W wall, lintelled windows at first-
and third-floor level, and a round-arched window at
second-floor level. Described in the OS Letters
(O'Flanagan 1928, 105) as being in ruins. Fitzgerald
(1913-16, 395-6) noted stairs in the SE corner. Part
of the medieval borough of Burgage More (WI005-
070----).

Some
remains

WI005-
07005

Over 100m
to southeast

Graveyard Medieval Situated on a small spit of land now extending into
the Blessington Reservoir originally overlooking the
confluence of the Liffey and King's River. The church
and graveyard represent part of the deserted
medieval borough of Burgage More and formed part
of the lands of the bishops of Glendalough in the
twelfth century (MacNeill 1950, 5-6). The remains
consist of the foundations of a rectangular walled
structure (dims. c. 11m E-W; c. 9m N-S; T 0.8m; H
0.28m)) within a graveyard (dims. c. 55m E-W x c.
70m N-S) defined by a modern wall and by two old
roads to the E and W of the site. The graveyard has
been damaged by the waters of the reservoir and
there are no visible grave-markers. One high cross
and portion of another (WI005-047001 and WI005-
047002-) were originally located here but have been
removed to the modern, graveyard c. 800m to the
N. In 1939 a quantity of animal bone and artefacts
were brought to the NMI, and human bone was
reburied in the cemetery at Blessington (Cahill and

Barely
visible
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Sikora 2011, Vol. 2, 526). Reynolds (1973, 67)
mentions a font at this site but it is now missing and
a holy well (WI005-070003-) was also situated here.
Burgage More tower house (WI005-070004-) lies
close by to the S.

WI005-
07006

Over 100m
to southeast

Architectural
fragment

Medieval Listed as a 'font' in the (1986). It is not listed in the
RMP (1995). The SMR file contains a reference sheet
to the 'Preliminary Report on the Monuments of
Archaeological Interest in Co. Wicklow' compiled by
M. Reynolds for An Foras Forbartha Teoranta (1973,
67). It describes this as a 'Holy water font'. It is
evident that this is a stoup and not a font as scoped
by the Archaeological Survey of Ireland.

Some
remains

WI005-
07007

Over 100m
to southeast

High Cross Medieval The original location of this high cross - see WI005-
047002- for its present location

Removed to
another
location

WI005-
07008

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval The original location, in the old graveyard (WI005-
070005-) at Burgage, of a recumbent granite slab
(dims. L 1.68m; Wth 0.75m, tapering to a pointed
end) carrying an incised Maltese cross within a
double-circle, and shaft terminating in a small cross,
which was moved to its present location (WI005-
047003-) in the new cemetery c. 1939, in
preparation for the Liffey Reservoir Scheme.

Removed to
another
location

WI005-
07009

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval The probable original location, in the old graveyard
(WI005-070005-) at Burgage, of a granite slab (dims.
H 1.68m; Wth 0.55m; T 0.15m) carrying a cross and
shaft in low, weathered, relief, which was moved to
its present location (WI005-047004-) in the new
cemetery c. 1939, in preparation for the Liffey
Reservoir Scheme.

Removed to
another
location

WI005-
07010

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval In the rubble of the church tower ruins (WI005-
070001-) in the old graveyard (WI005-070005-) at
Burgage. A granite fragment (dims. L 0.43m; Wth
0.35m; T 0.25m) bears portion of an incised cross.
(Corlett 2003, 90-91 Slab 3)

Some
remains

WI005-
07011

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval In 1993, Paddy Healy provided descriptions of three
graveslabs (subsequently designated WI005-
070011-, WI005-070012- and WI005-070013-) that
were found following the collapse of the church
tower (WI005-070001-) at Burgage in 1987. WI005-
070011-: two fragments of a complete, tapering
granite slab (dims. L 1.35m; Wth 0.59-0.70m; T
0.11m) bearing a Latin cross in low relief with a
double outline. It had been reused as a doorway
lintel in the church tower. Its present location is
unknown. (Corlett 2003, 92, 108 Slab 4)

Uncertain

WI005-
07012

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval In 1993, the late Paddy Healy provided descriptions
of three graveslabs (subsequently designated
WI005-070011-, WI005-070012- and WI005-
070013-) that were found following the collapse of
the church tower (WI005-070001-) at Burgage in
1987. WI005-070012-: a very slightly tapering
granite slab (dims. L 1m; Wth 0.41-0.43m; T 0.16m)
bearing a ringed cross carved in relief. It had been
reused as a window lintel in the church. Its present
location is unknown. (Corlett 2003, 92, 107 Slab 5)

Location
unknown
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WI005-
07013

Over 100m
to southeast

Grave slab Medieval In 1993, Paddy Healy provided descriptions of three
graveslabs (subsequently designated WI005-
070011-, WI005-070012- and WI005-070013-) that
were found following the collapse of the church
tower (WI005-070001-) at Burgage in 1987. WI005-
070013-: fragment of a gently tapering granite slab
(dims. L 1.25m; Wth 0.40-0.60m; T 0.15m) bearing
traces of a cross-shaft and arms carved in relief. It
had been reused in the construction of the church.
Its present location is unknown. (Corlett 2003, 92-
93, 108 Slab 6)

No visible
remains

WI005-
07014

Over 100m
to southeast

Architectural
Fragment

Medieval A piece of Romanesque moulding recorded by
Paddy Healy in the old graveyard (WI005-070005-)
at Burgage, and presumably associated with the
ruined church there (WI005-070001-) (SMR file). Its
present location is not known

No visible
remains

WI005-
070015

Over 100m
to southeast

Font Medieval The original location of a slab, recorded by Paddy
Healy (2009, 77-8) which was moved from the old
graveyard (WI005-070005-) at Burgage, to the new
graveyard and set in concrete at the head of a grave,
where its present location has been designated
WI005-047005-. A thin, erect slate slab (dims. H
1.11m; Wth 0.34m; T 0.09m) has two deep notches
cut into its edge near the top.

Removed to
another
location

WI005-
070016

Over 100m
to southeast

Font Medieval Now in the new graveyard at Burgage (see WI005-
047006- for present location record). A sub-
rectangular granite block (L 57cm; Wth 50cm; H
30cm) with a sub-rectangular basin (L at top 39.5cm;
Wth at top 32cm; L at base 35cm; Wth at base 24cm;
D 18cm). Towards one end of the flat base is a
vertical drain hole (diam. at top 7.5cm; min. diam.
3cm; diam. at base 6cm).
The rim around the basin is flat on three sides. On
the fourth side the rim is lower and cruder, and a
piece has broken away at one end. There is a hole (L
3cm; Wth 1.5cm; D 1.5cm) at the broken end which
originally was most likely deeper. At the opposite
end is another small hole (diam. 1.5cm; D 1cm). The
holes may have been used to secure a lid.

Removed to
another
location

WI005-071 40m Redundant
record

N/A Listed as an 'enclosure' in the SMR (1986) based on
aerial photographic evidence (GSI N 332/333
(1973)). On a level to very gently SE-facing slope on
the NW of the edge of the Blessington reservoir. A
drainage feature around a small field.

Some
remains

WI005-049 Within
scheme

Redundant
record

N/A Listed as an 'enclosure' in the SMR (1986) based on
aerial photographic evidence (GSI O 73/N 332/333
(1973)). On marshy ground on a gentle S-facing
slope to the N of the Blessington Reservoir. A field
visit in 1989 determined that it was not of
archaeological significance.

Some
remains

WI005-050 Within
scheme

Redundant
record

N/A Listed as an 'enclosure' in the SMR (1986) based on
aerial photographic evidence (GSI O 73/N 332/333
(1973)). On a level to gently S-facing slope
overlooking the Liffey Valley to the S. Now in marshy
wooded terrain on the edge of the Blessington
Reservoir NE of a forestry plantation.

Some
remains
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There is an irregular quadrangular pool (c. 20m x
20m) at this location but it is not of archaeological
significance.

WI005-
106-

92m Headstone 17th
century

The graveyard of the Church of Ireland in
Blessington contains eight 17th-century
headstones. These include granite stones erected to
Darby Burke (ob. 1690), Richard Benell (ob. 1686),
Ann Hiall (ob. 1687), Thomes Lear (ob. 1688),
William Beates (ob. 1685) and William Bluomey (ob.
1683), a fragment of the stone erected to Richard
Provei (ob. 168-), and a bevelled stone executed in
sandstone erected to David Murphy (ob. 1699). The
headstone of William Bluomey states that he was
the first to be buried in the graveyard. The
headstones have recently been re-erected against
the N wall of the graveyard. The present church is of
early 19th-century date.

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106001-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); William Bluomey (ob.
1683). The headstone of William Bluomey states he
was the first to be buried in the graveyard.

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106002-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); William ---tes (ob. 1685).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106003-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); Richard Benell (ob.
1686).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106004-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); Ann Hiall (ob. 1687).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106005-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); Homes Lear (ob. 1688).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106006-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); Richard Provei (ob. 168-
).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106007-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----); Darby Burke (ob. 1690).

Substantial
remains

WI005-
106008-

92m Headstone 17th
century

One of eight seventeenth century headstones which
have been re-erected against the N wall of the
graveyard (WI005-106----);

Substantial
remains

WI010-
011001-

84m Church Medieval Situated on a gentle SW-facing slope beside a
stream. The church is represented by a sub
rectangular raised area (dims. c. 20m x 15m) in a
small rectangular graveyard (WI010-011003-)

Some
remains

WI010-
011002

84m Ecclesiastical
Enclosure

Early
Medieval

Situated on a gentle SW-facing slope beside a
stream. Part of the N graveyard wall (WI010-
011003-) stands on an earth and stone bank (Wth
2m; H 1m) outside which there is a fosse (Wth 1.8m;
D 1m); this may have continued to the W to the bank

Some
remains
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of the small stream and may be part of an earlier
enclosure.

WI010-
011003

84m Graveyard Medieval Situated on a gentle SW-facing slope beside a
stream. A roughly rectangular area (c. 32m N-S; 57m
E-W) enclosed by a stone wall. A church (WI010-
011001-) represented by a sub-rectangular raised
area (dims. c. 20m x 15m) is to SW of centre. Part of
the N graveyard wall which stands on an earth and
stone bank (Wth 2m; H 1m) with an external fosse
(Wth 1.8m; D 1m) may be part of an earlier
enclosure (WI010-011002-).

Substantial
remains

WI010-
011004

84m Bullaun Stone Early
Medieval

Large boulder (c. 1.70m by 1.50m) in a stream bed
immediately W of a church site (WI010-011001-).
There is a single basin (diam. 0.33m; D. 0.16m) in the
upper surface.

Some
remains

WI010-
011005

84m Graveslab Medieval In the S quadrant of Templeboodin graveyard
(WI010-011003-). A granite slab (L 1.45m; Wth
0.58m) tapering towards the W end (Wth 0.36m)
which contains a single latin cross in low relief (L
0.54m; Wth 0.47m) formed by a raised band (Wth
0.1m; H 0.003m). At the E end is a Greek cross (34 x
34cm) also in low relief formed by a raised band
(Wth 0.09m: H 0.002m). The slab is broken at this
point and the break extends diagonally across the
intersection of the arms of the cross.

Some
remains

WI010-
011006

84m Redundant
record

N/A This record was created in error - see WI010-
015001- for correct location and details

N/A

WI010-018 6m Ringfort Early
Medieval

Situated on a gentle W-facing slope overlooking
marshy terrain. Bivallate circular ringfort
(diam. 23m; max. ext. diam. 41.5m) excavated prior
to the construction of the Blessington Reservoir. The
site was defined by an earthen bank (Wth 1.5m; H
0.6m) and a fosse (Wth 2.4m; D 1m) with an outer
bank (Wth 2.7m; H 0.6m) from SSW-NW-NE. The
fosse was separated from the inner bank by a berm
(Wth 3-6m) and was partly separated from the outer
bank by a second berm (max. Wth 3.4m). There
were two narrow gaps (Wth 1m) in the inner bank
at the NE and WSW with a more substantial example
(Wth 1.5m) at the SSE opposite a causeway in the
fosse. A second causeway formed by large stones
occurred at the NE but may not have been an
original feature. At the S, an L-shaped bank ran from
the inner bank outwards across the fosse and then
continued eastwards as far as the SSE entrance.
Little, other than an arc of irregular paving in the N
sector of the interior, was revealed during
excavation. (Macalister 1943)

In reservoir

WI010-019 6m Enclosure Uncertain Description: Situated on gently NW-facing ground,
at the edge of Blessington Reservoir. Circular
enclosure (diam. c. 20m) shown on the 1838 OS 6-
inch map. Although the site is occasionally exposed
in dry summers there is no visible trace at ground
level.

In reservoir
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WI010-024 56m Cillín /
Children’s
Burial Ground

Uncertain A slight mound (diam. 20m) excavated in 1938 prior
to the construction of the Blessington
Reservoir beside which it now stands. Two small
graveslabs, one in the form of a cross, came from
the site, but the excavator surmised the acidic soil
had destroyed any bones. Not visible at ground
level; the site is still known as the 'Reilig'. (Raftery
1943).

Excavated

WI010-048 3m Cross
Inscribed
Stone

Uncertain Situated on the N side of the road between
Ballyknockan and Valley mount. Granite boulder
with a small double-line incised Latin cross (L c.
0.4m). (Information A. O'Sullivan)

Substantial
remains

WI010-058 31m House Neolithic  Discovered in February 2006 on the W shore of
Poulaphouca Reservoir when the water level
dropped. On a gentle slope in former agricultural
land overlooking the King's River. An almost square
structure (int. dims. L 6.6m N-S; Wth 6.2m E-W) is
defined by the burnt clays and charcoal-rich fill of
the slot-trench of the building's foundation.
Subsequent intermittent investigation (Excavation
Licence No. 07E1127), when the water level
allowed, revealed a significant amount of Neolithic
pottery, a flint axe and a possibly ritually deposited
Bann flake. (Corlett 2009, 26-30)

Excavated /
in reservoir

WI010-062 Within
scheme

Wedge Tomb Bronze
Age

Unrecorded wedge tomb identified by Christopher
J. Darby in 2010 which was followed up by a rescue
excavation carried out by Chris Corlett under licence
no. 10E0131. 'The site, at Carrigacurra,
Ballyknockan, is situated on the edge of the
shoreline of the Poulaphouca Reservoir and would
therefore only be inundated when the water levels
are at their highest. However, this is the area that is
most prone to long-term and consistent erosion by
the reservoir. The sand that has partially sealed the
site and thereby preserved it over the last number
of years is now itself being actively eroded by the
reservoir, and the high water levels recorded in
2009 may have significantly contributed to the
removal of sand and the resulting exposure of the
site. Prior to excavation the site appeared to consist
of a burial chamber (0.45m wide and 1m long, open
at the south-west) placed off-centre within a U-
shaped kerb setting (2.1m north-west/south-east x
2.5m) retaining cairn material. Excavation suggests
that there were two main phases of use. The
chamber was built off-centre within the cairn and
retaining kerb and measured 1.2m long and 0.45m
wide. The chamber was formed by two large slabs
on the southern side, three on the opposite side,
and two end stones. The kerb was best preserved at
the south and rear. While there was a large amount
of stone on the northern side, only one was clearly
set. Several others may originally have formed part
of the kerb but may have become dislodged by the
reservoir at this side. The kerbstones and cairn
material lay on a light-brown clay which appears to
represent the old sod. This was not present within
the burial chamber, where instead a grey silt was
present at the lowest levels. No dating evidence was

Excavated
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forthcoming for the construction of the tomb, but
evidence for this may be preserved beneath the
cairn material and surrounding kerb, which was not
excavated. There was no evidence for a primary
burial within the tomb, but this may be due to later
disturbance of the tomb during the early Iron Age.
Whatever about the date of the initial construction
of the tomb, it is clear that it was reconfigured and
probably reused during the early Iron Age. This
phase was represented by a layer of charcoal that
was placed within the main chamber and beyond
the tomb. This dense charcoal layer (50mm thick)
was identified by Ellen O’Carroll as consisting of
hazel and oak. Hazel samples from this layer were
sent for 14C dating and returned a date of 760–414
BC. There was no evidence for primary burials
sealed beneath this charcoal layer, so perhaps the
interior was cleaned out prior to the placement of
this material within the chamber. There was no
evidence for in situ burning of the clay beneath the
charcoal layer, clearly indicating that it was
deliberately placed here. The charcoal layer did not
appear to be randomly dumped, but instead was
apparently carefully placed within the chamber. The
charcoal also extended north and east of the tomb,
but notably was not present beneath the kerbstones
of cairn material. The charcoal layer also occurred
throughout a void between the chamber and the
large kerbstone at the north. It is not clear if this void
represents an original chamber or if it was created
during this reuse of the site. Within the rear of the
main chamber three stones were found sitting on
the charcoal, and the evidence indicated that the
chamber was deliberately reduced in size after the
charcoal had been placed within. This certainly
implies that the intention was to reuse the main
chamber for the purpose of burial – perhaps this
was also the purpose of what appears to be the new
chamber adjacent to it. However, if this was the
case, any trace of burial was removed by the
reservoir' (www.excavations.ie. No. 836; Corlett
2013, 266-7).

WI010-078 Adjacent to
scheme

Moated site Medieval Situated on a gentle W-facing slope overlooking the
Liffey valley; area now under Blessington Reservoir.
Enclosure (dims. c. 25m N-S x 20m E-W defined by
bank and external fosse, visible as cropmark on
aerial photographs (GSIAP, N 332-3).

Substantial
remains

WI010-121 17m Mill Uncertain Timbers and a millstone were discovered on the
exposed shoreline when the lake levels
dropped in January 2006. On relatively flat ground
at the base of a fairly steep slope that forms the
foothills of Lugnagun, and formerly a shelf
overlooking the floodplains of the River Liffey. Two
large, squared, timber beams (max. dims. L 0.9m;
Wth 0.18m; T 0.09m) protruding above the ground
surface appear to represent the sides of the wheel
pit of a mill and are associated with a series of small
upright timber stakes (max. dims. L 0.10m; Wth
0.1m; H 0.26m) which may have acted as supports
to the timbers facing the wheel pit or the tail race. A

In reservoir
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NMS Ref Distance to
scheme

Type / Name Date Description Condition

low, linear ridge extending to the E of the site may
represent a mill race, but it was not investigated.

6.5 Designated Architectural Heritage Sites

6.5.1 Architectural Conservation Areas

One proposed Architectural Conservation Area is partially located within the scheme. This is associated with the
historic core of the town of Blessington as proposed within the Wicklow County Development Plan 2016-2022. An
overview of the origins of the town is outlined in the Moore Group report of 2015 and is reproduced below:

‘The name Blessington comes from the Irish ‘Baile Coimin’ (townland of Coimin) in early times there were
three churches in this area – Kilmalum, Three Castles and Burgage. The district was first called Burgage
in 1547 and continued to be known by that name until the erection of the village and a church in 1683.

The Manor of Blessington was granted to the Archbishop of Dublin, Michael Boyle, in the late 1660’s, by
King Charles II. Boyle was a member of one of the most successful new English planter families — his
father's cousin was Richard Boyle, first Earl of Cork, who arrived in Ireland around the time of the Munster
Plantation which followed the Desmond Rebellion. After the restoration of Charles II Boyle obtained a
charter from Charles II to build a new town, which he called Blessington.

The town was built on a green field site and, like Hillsborough in County Down, it was given borough
status, a corporation and the right to return two members to Parliament. At the core of the town Boyle built
a brick mansion which was enclosed by a walled demesne and deerpark, amounting to some 600 acres.
When Blessington House was completed, Boyle laid out one street and built the Church of Ireland parish
church in 1662. The single street was the beginning of this town, which was originally constructed as an
estate village – to reflect the significance of Blessington House and Demesne and to house the workers
and tenants.

The demesne comprised 410 acres, including a large deer park, and was surrounded by a brick wall. The
wall was destroyed by fire in 1760, followed by the House, which burned down in 1798 and was never
rebuilt.  Following Boyles death the estate passed to Wills Hill, a great-grandson of Archbishop Boyle's
daughter Eleanor who had married William Hill of Hillsborough. This began the Downshire association
with the Blessington estate which continued until 1908 when the tenants bought out their holdings under
the Wyndham Land Act. The estate stretched from the Kildare boundary to the uplands of the Wicklow
Mountains and encompassed 36 townlands, 31 of which are in county Wicklow and five in Kildare’ (Moore
Group, 2015).

The Blessington Local Area Plan notes the town’s post-medieval origins with the majority of the buildings dating to
the mid-19th century. Much of the Main Street was developed as an architecturally coherent unit. This gives
Blessington a harmony and character that is unlike many other Irish towns, whose development would be more
organic and therefore lack the type of homogeneity that makes the town interesting and attractive (Moore Group,
2015). The large house and associated Demesne that generated the impetus for the development of this town, as
well as its original focal point, was demolished over two centuries ago. However, the town itself has clearly become
a focal point for the surrounding countryside as its spiritual, civic, commercial, social and cultural focal point. This
is evident in the surviving 19th century fabric with many of the buildings noted as Protected Structures and NIAH
assets including the Church of Ireland church (RPS ref 05-06), the Ulster Bank building (RPS ref 05-03), the Market
House (RPS ref 05-05), the former hotel of the Downshire Arms (RPS ref 05-04) and the features in the town’s
square including the stone obelisk structure (NIAH 16303004).

6.5.2 Protected Structures / National Inventory of Architectural Heritage

All the Protected Structures and NIAH assets located within, or just outside, 100 m of the proposed project outside
the Blessington Architectural Area were compiled. There are five in total with three located close to the town of
Blessington. These are Blessington Bridge (NIAH 16303027) providing access over the Poulaphouca Reservoir,
The Rectory (RPS ref 05-02), a Protected Structure located on the Kilbride Road and Saint Joseph’s Hall (NIAH
16303028) located on Troopersfield. The two remaining Protected Structures are Biddy Mulvey’s ruined house
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(RPS ref 10-05) at Ballyknockan and the tower house (RPS ref 05-09) located at Burgage More to the southeast
of the scheme. This asset is also recorded on the RMP as WI005-07004.

The assets within, or just outside of, 100m of the scheme are listed in Table 6-2 and included in Appendix D:
Gazetteers of Recorded Heritage Assets.

Table 6-2 Recorded Architectural Sites within, or just outside, 100m of the Scheme

RPS
Ref.
No

NIAH /
RMP
Ref

Building Address Structure Description

05- 02 Blessington
The Rectory

House A circa 1870, L-plan house of three bays and two
storeys. Facing the garden is a gabled breakfront.
The house has cement-rendered walls, string-
course and moulded architrave to windows, timber
porch and round-headed doorcase

05-09 WI005-
07004

Burgage More Tower House Ruined tower house now overlooking the lake.

10- 05 Ballyknockan Ruin Biddy
Mulvey's
ruined
House

Gable end of a ruined house. Built of coursed-
rubble granite. Land League Cottage with plaque
stating ‘The Emergency Land Grabber Defeated
here 1888, God Save Ireland’

16303027 Knockieran/Haylands Bridge Six 'arch' concrete road bridge of c.1935 spanning
the Poulaphouca Reservoir. The bridge is
supported on concrete piers (seven to each side)
and has a low parapet topped with tubular metal
railings. Crash barriers have been installed to each
side of the road.

16303028 Saint Joseph’s Hall,
Blessington

Hall Detached multiple-bay single-storey hall, built
c.1935. The building is rectangular with a full-width
entrance porch to the front gable, the latter with
projecting bays flanking the entrance. Good
example of a mid-20th century hall, with mild art
deco influences. The building is generally well
preserved though the windows have been largely
boarded up.

6.5.3 National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) Garden Survey

Examination of the NIAH Garden Survey revealed eight planned landscapes partially within the scheme or the
adjacent 100 m study area. Those partially within the scheme include Burgage Moyle Cottage (NIAH 4261),
Knockieran House (NIAH 4266), Baltyboys (NIAH 4265), Russborough House (NIAH 4256) and Russellstown
(NIAH 4258). Those immediately adjacent to the scheme or within the study area are Tulfarris House (NIAH 4257),
Willmount House (NIAH 4259) and Stormont House (NIAH 4262).

The majority of these are described as greatly reduced due to the creation of the reservoir with the result that they
are now largely unrecognisable as planned landscapes. Willmount House (NIAH 4259) and Stormont House (NIAH
4262), can still be traced with their peripheral features visible. However, both houses have been demolished
removing the focal points of the planned landscapes. The eight planned landscapes are listed in Table 6-3 and
included in Appendix D: Gazetteers of Recorded Heritage Assets.

Table 6-3 Planned Landscapes within 100m of the Scheme

NIAH Ref Distance to
scheme

Demesne Name
and Address

Comments Site Status

4256 Partially
Within
scheme

Russborough House The formal pool shown on the 1836
- 1846 OS map at 295627, 211299 is
in a degraded condition

Main features
substantially present
- some loss of
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NIAH Ref Distance to
scheme

Demesne Name
and Address

Comments Site Status

integrity

4258 Partially
Within
scheme

Russellstown Much of this site has been
permanently flooded by the
creation of a reservoir.

Virtually no
recognisable
features

4265 Partially
Within
scheme

Baltyboys House,
Boystown or
Baltyboys Lower

Part of this site has been
permanently flooded by the
creation of a lake

Main features
substantially present
- peripheral features
unrecognisable

4266 Partially
Within
scheme

Knockieran Cottage Part of this site has been
permanently
flooded by the creation of a lake

Main features
unrecognisable - peripheral
features visible

4261 Partially
Within
scheme

Burgage Moyle
Cottage

Area partly flooded by Poulaphouca
Reservoir, golf course indicated in
remainder of area

Main features
unrecognisable - peripheral
features visible

4259 Immediately
adjacent

Willmount House Building indicated, not named. The
site of the principal building is now
a quarry.

Peripheral features visible-
significant development

4262 Immediately
adjacent

Stormount Nothing indicated Main features
unrecognisable - peripheral
features visible

4257 105m Tulfarris House,
Tulfarris

Much of this site has been
permanently flooded by the
creation of a reservoir. On what
remains of the site a golf course has
been constructed. Virtually no
features of the designed landscape
shown on the 1836 - 1846 OS map
have survived

Virtually no
recognisable
features

6.6 Previous Archaeological Investigations

Previous archaeological investigation has taken place in relation to several of the assets listed within the RMP
within the study area. This includes excavation of monuments between 1938 and 1943 prior to the inundation
caused by the creation of the reservoir. These sites include the graveyard (WI005-07005), the ringfort (WI010-018)
and the cillín (WI010-024).

Periodic lowering of water levels has subsequently revealed other archaeological sites including the Neolithic house
(WI010-058) and the wedge tomb (WI010-062). These assets have been archaeologically investigated before rising
water levels could further damage them. Descriptions of the investigations of all of the assets within the study area
are contained in Section 6.4.

Examination of Excavations.ie, the database of Irish excavations reports, reveals five further archaeological
investigations which have taken place within the study area. The most pertinent of these took place in 2013 at
Burgage More and was in relation to the creation of the extant Blessington to Russborough section of the Greenway
(Quinn, 2013). The deserted medieval settlement (WI005-070) and ringwork (WI005-048) were regarded as areas
of archaeological potential although an existing path was located adjacent to the deserted settlement and the works
only required minimal upgrade. A boardwalk was created to the north of the ringwork and construction of this was
archaeologically monitored under licence 13E0025. Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered during
this work or during other parts of the watching brief associated with the scheme.

Other archaeological work within the study area included the excavation of a Neolithic house at Humphrystown in
2011 (Corlett, 2011). This site was exposed during a prolonged dry spell when water levels within the reservoir
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were lower than usual. The Neolithic house is located approximately 500 m to the south of another Neolithic house
(WI010-058) recorded at Baltyboys. The house at Humphrystown had been exposed by erosion caused by the
reservoir waters which had stripped the topsoil from over it. It was decided to excavate the house before it was
submerged once more and subject to further damage.

The house was excavated under licence 11E0204 with the main structure defined by a slot trench on three sides.
It measured 6.2 m east-north-east/west-south-west x 4.3 m across with a possible entrance of 0.52 m in the south
wall. The fills of the slot trench contained large amount of charcoal and the radiocarbon dating of these returned
dates of 3700–3630 and 3580–3530 cal. BC. Cremated bone, lithics and sherds of pottery were recovered from
the fill material. A pit was noted within the interior of the house with two further pits located outside the structure.
One pit located 4m to the east-north-east of the house measured 1.09 m long, 0.76 m wide and 0.17 m deep. Its
edges and sides were straight, indicating that it was carefully dug and was interpreted as a trough for holding water.
The site produced an assemblage of 30 sherds of pottery relating to an estimated six Early Neolithic carinated
bowls while other artefacts recovered included a flint hollow scraper, two flint scrapers and a Bann flake. A stone
axe was a surface find 20 m south of the house and is likely also to be related to the habitation of the house.

The greenspace around the Downshire Hotel (RPS 05-04) was archaeologically investigated by means of 11
trenches in 2019 under licence 19E0044 (SHANARC Archaeology Ltd, 2019). Nothing of archaeological
significance was uncovered although one sherd of 13th century pottery was recovered from the interface between
topsoil and subsoil in Trench 3.

Archaeological monitoring took place between 13th and 15th May 2013 of site investigation works carried out in
advance of a watermain rehabilitation project including Valleymount (Whitty, 2013). The works involved the
excavation of ten slit trenches along the route of the rehabilitation works, four of which were monitored and
recorded. No finds or features of archaeological significance were exposed in any of the trenches.

Groundworks as part of Wicklow Water Conservation Programme, Stage 3, Contract 2 were carried out between
February 2015 and January 2016 (Quinn, 2016). A significant portion of the works employed directional drilling and
upsizing (pipe bursting) to install the new pipework, this involved excavating launch and receptor pits at 100m
intervals. Only in limited instances was open cut trenching used including at Lackan and Valleymount, Rathdrum
and Shilleagh. The use of trenchless techniques reduced the time frequency of monitoring visits and reduced the
overall impact along the road verge. No finds, features or materials of archaeological potential were identified during
the course of the works.

6.7 Cartographic Research

Cartographic research was previously conducted in 2015 for the purposes of the Moore Group assessment of the
scheme at that time. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 6” Maps circa 1830; and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 25”
Maps circa 1900 were examined for unrecorded features of archaeological potential (Moore Group, 2015).

The examination of available historic mapping for the subject area shows the land in Pre-Famine times and before
it was later inundated by the development of the reservoir. It found that much of the area occupied by the reservoir
was originally characterized by poorly drained featureless fields that were part of the Liffey and Kings River flood
plain. The planned landscapes with their big houses in the area were at Russborough, Russelstown, Baltyboys and
Tulfarris and to a lesser extent Knockieran Cottage. No significant features were noted within the route of the
Greenway (Moore Group, 2015).

The routes of the new alignments at Baltyboys and Valleymount were examined as these had not been assessed
in 2015. These cross areas denoted as agricultural fields on cartographic evidence with no significant features
present. The marginal ground of the Killough Bog is apparent to the immediate east of Valleymount.

6.7 Aerial Photography

Aerial photography of the route of the Greenway was examined in the 2015 assessment with available aerial
photography on the OSI, Google earth and Bing websites scrutinised. This did not identify any previously
unrecorded archaeological sites (Moore Group, 2015).

The routes of the new alignments at Baltyboys and Valleymount were examined on aerial photography as these
had not been assessed in 2015. These areas are shown as heavily vegetated strips along the shorelines of the
reservoir. No features of interest are apparent.
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6.8 Site Visit

The route of the Greenway was subject to a site visit in 2015 as part of the previous assessment. The purpose of
this visit was to make a photographic and written record of all the notable sites, monuments and cultural heritage
features. The previous site visit noted that the proposed route tracks through a margin of ground in the ownership
of the Electricity Supply Board (ESB) that is largely forested with conifers skirting the shoreline of Blessington Lake.
It was noted that majority of the recorded archaeological sites within the 100m study area had no visible remains,
having been either excavated or located within the reservoir. No previously unrecorded archaeological sites were
noted during the 2015 site visit.

The margin of ground has since become quite overgrown and difficult to traverse while there are also numerous
streams and wet areas. A site visit was carried out as part of this current assessment over two days in August 2020
although this visit focused-on areas not examined in 2015 while the recorded archaeological sites within the study
area were visited if accessible. It should be noted that many of the laneways providing access to the lough shore
are marked as private property warning the public to keep out.

As such, access was not possible to some of the locations of the recorded archaeological sites such as the moated
site (WI005-078) at Carrig. Similarly, the lane between Valleymount and the shore was formerly part of the Bog
Road which linked Valleymount to Ballyknockan to the east but is now mostly under the reservoir. This lane has
been gated off at both ends at some time after the 2015 site visit with the result that the cross-inscribed stone
(WI010-048) is visible but not accessible (Photograph 1). It is the large sub-rectangular stone directly behind the
sealed pedestrian gate.

Photograph 1 Gated lane with the cross-inscribed stone (WI010-048)

6.8.1 Valleymount

The site visit commenced at the Valleymount which comprises a proposed trackway through forestry along the
shoreline of the townland. The shoreline is accessible via a public car park (Valleymount East) located at the
northeast corner of the Valleymount peninsula. The shoreline is bounded to west by the forestry and elements of
the former agricultural terrain are visible in the form of dry-stone walls which cross the shoreline from the treeline
and into the reservoir. A path has been created by walkers through the forestry and it is this which will be formalised
by the scheme.

Features of note within the forestry include former landscape features consisting of a path and steps flanked by
low stone walls (Photograph 2). These appear to predate the creation of the reservoir. A more recent feature is a
plaque attached to a tree which forms a memorial to Rachel Amy Doran who died in February 2018 (Photograph
3).
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Photograph 2 Valleymount section of path, steps and walls in forestry

Photograph 3 Valleymount memorial erected post February 2018

6.8.2 Valleymount to Ballyknockan
The Valleymount to Ballyknockan section consists of forestry land along the shoreline.  Recorded archaeological
assets along this route include the wedge tomb (WI010-062), the children’s burial ground (WI010-024) at Lackan.
two submerged sites, a ringfort WI010-018 and an enclosure WI010-019 at Ballyknockan. The wedge tomb (WI010-
062) is the only one of these with visible remains.

The protected structure known as ‘Biddy Mulvey’s Cottage’ (RPS 10-5) is located at the end of a lane known locally
as ‘the Bog Road’ that leads to the shore from Ballyknockan and originally formed a link to Valleymount (Photograph
4).
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Photograph 4 Ballyknockan protected structure known as’ Biddy Mulvey’s Cottage’ (RPS ref 10-5) and
the Bog Road

6.8.3 Ballyknockan to Lacken

From Ballystockan continuing north along the edge of the lake the proposed route bypasses 80m to the south of
Templeboodin consisting of five recorded monuments classified as a church, ecclesiastical enclosure, graveyard,
bullaun stone and grave slab (WI010-011001-011005) (Photograph 5). Along the shoreline this section of the lake
has seen considerable erosion with rock armouring added for stability.

Photograph 5 Graveyard at Templeboodin
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6.8.4 Lacken to Blessington

The section from Lacken towards Blessington Bridge passes along the forested margin that skirts the shoreline
through the townlands of Sroughan, Carrig, Burgage More and Knockieran Lower, and there are two archaeological
sites in close proximity to the trackway. The first is a moated site (WI005-078) in Carrig. which is described in the
archaeological inventory as being now under the Blessington Reservoir. However, the field survey in 2015 noted
the presence of a ‘D’ shaped enclosure defined by a low bank 900mm high and 2.7m wide to the south and west
and by a scarp to the north, the west of the site has been eroded by the reservoir (Moore Group, 2015).  This site
is covered by forestry but is extant. The area was not accessible during the recent site visit to check its current
condition.

To the north in Burgage More a Mill site (WI005-121) was partially exposed when the lake levels dropped in January
2006. The site has since been submerged again and there are no visible traces. Further to the north the route
passes through the western portion of Knockieran Cottage Demesne (NIAH ref 4266). Much of this planned
landscape has been permanently flooded by the reservoir and what remains is unrecognisable (Photograph 6).

Photograph 6 Shoreline where Knockieran Cottage Demesne (NIAH ref 4266) is located

The Lacken section of the scheme finishes at Blessington Bridge (NIAH 16303027) with an underpass planned
through the south embankment allowing access to Knockieran car park (Photograph 7). The existing car park is
used by the public to access the shoreline and also by numerous groups who utilise the reservoir for leisure
purposes such as rowing. This car park will be refurbished and also extended to incorporate 50 new car parking
spaces. The area of the extension incorporates parts of the existing car park including gravel surfaces as well as
adjacent grassed areas. Tree planting is also intended within the eastern extent of this area.
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Photograph 7 Overview of the Proposed location of the extension to Knockieran Car Park.

Blessington Bridge (NIAH 16303027) carries the road over the reservoir to the Kilbride Road which leads into
Blessington. The trail turns south to run along the west side of the reservoir through the terrain between the Kilbride
Road and the reservoir (Photograph 8). This terrain slopes steeply down from the road to the water requiring
retaining structures to be constructed to support the path. The location of the Holy Well (WI005-026) is adjacent of
this section of the path submerged in the reservoir.

Photograph 8 Looking southwest along shoreline leading towards Blessington.

The scheme extends to the northwest linking into the existing road network and passing through Blessington. The
town centre of Blessington has been proposed as an Architectural Conservation Area, and contains numerous
structures listed on the RPS and NIAH assets on the main street (Photograph 9). The scheme continues southwest
along the existing roads before reaching The Avon leisure and holiday accommodation complex.
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Photograph 9 Proposed Blessington Architectural Conservation Area

6.8.5 The Avon to Russborough

The existing Blessington Greenway commences at The Avon leisure and holiday accommodation complex
extending south through Burgage More. The Greenway extends south before passing to the northwest of the
medieval settlement at Burgage More (W1005-070). This site was excavated before the reservoir was created with
the graves slabs and high crosses removed. The ruins of the tower house (RPS ref 05-09) are still apparent and
the former location of the High cross (WI005-070007), which is now in Blessington graveyard, has had its location
marked with a wooden cross (Photograph 10). The Greenway passes to the north of the archaeological sites and
no works will take place adjacent to it. Archaeological monitoring works were conducted during the construction of
the Greenway with nothing of archaeological significance uncovered.

Photograph 10 Tower house (RPS ref 05-09) and former location of the High cross (WI005-070007)
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Similarly, the ringwork (WI005-048) is passed by a section of boardwalk which was constructed under
archaeological supervision with nothing of note observed in 2013 (Photograph 11). This section of the scheme
immediately adjacent to the monument will not be changed under the current proposals.

Photograph 11 Boardwalk adjacent to the ringwork (WI005-048)

The Greenway continues south to the former Planned Landscape associated with Burgage Moyle Cottage (NIAH
4261). This is described on the NIAH as unrecognisable in its main features. It is heavily wooded and there are no
signs of the former cottage. Similarly, Russborough (NIAH 4258) is now described as virtually unrecognisable with
its house gone and grounds largely inundated by the reservoir (Photograph 12). In contrast, the planned landscape
of Baltyboys House (NIAH 4265) is still extant and clearly visible on the opposite shoreline to the northeast
(Photograph 13). The scheme will follow the route of the existing Greenway which is inland extending through
Russellstown Wood.

Photograph 12 The shoreline within the former Russborough (NIAH ref 4258) planned landscape



Prepared for:  Wicklow County Council AECOM
32

Photograph 13 Looking northeast at Baltyboys with its surrounding planned landscape (NIAH 4265)

The scheme passes the existing Russborough car park which is situated just off the N81. It is intended that this car
park will be extended with provision for 50 additional car parking spaces added. These will be located within the
grassed areas either side of the Greenway which continues as a road past the car park (Photograph 14). The
Greenway continues southeast providing access to a slipway with a small adjacent car park before turning south
and reverting to a trail as it re-enters the forest.

Photograph 14 Overview of the Proposed location of the extension to Russellstown Car Park.
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The remainder of the route south largely hugs the shoreline with the adjacent terrain rising steeply to the west. A
prominent headland is part of the planned landscape of Russborough House (NIAH ref 4256) although it has been
greatly denuded (Photograph 15). The main part of the planned landscape Russborough House (NIAH ref 4256)
is located to the north of the N81. It is largely extant with its house intact. It is now open to the public and the
scheme will include a connection to Russborough House via an existing tunnel which will be converted.

Photograph 15 Part of Russborough House (NIAH 4256) planned landscape.

6.8.6 Baltyboys to Tulfarris/Boystown

The proposed path leads south along the east shoreline of Baltyboys. At the northern extent, it passes through
the former planned landscape (NIAH 4265) of Baltyboys House. The north extent has been greatly denuded by
the creation of the reservoir and a public car park has been created allowing access to the shoreline.

There are no recorded archaeological sites within the study area along the section from Baltyboys to Boystown
until close to the bridge leading to Valleymount, where the Neolithic house (WI010-058) is located, submerged
just off the shoreline (Photograph 16).
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Photograph 16 Shoreline at Boystown where the submerged Neolithic House (WI010-058) is located

The Tulfarris Loop follows the existing road network northwest to the Tulfarris Golf resort. This is located within the
former planned landscape (NIAH 4257) associated with Tulfarris House (Photograph 17). The planned landscape
has been greatly denuded by the creation of the reservoir and golf course with the result that it is now barely
recognisable.

Photograph 17 Tulfarris Golf resort within former planned landscape (NIAH 4257)
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7. Potential Impacts

7.1 Direct Impacts during Construction Phase

The majority of the scheme is located in a margin of forestry between the shore of the lake and adjoining farmland.
The forested section has seen some disturbance from planting, harvesting and drainage works while there has
been erosion along the eastern shore of the lake.

The previous assessment prepared in 2015 noted that the study area was originally a marshy river valley with low
gravel ridges showing evidence of a rich, multi period archaeological past ranging from the prehistoric through to
the 18th century (Moore Group, 2015). It determined that the potential impacts on the local archaeological resource
(consisting of recorded and yet previously undiscovered archaeological sites and features) would be relatively slight
and would consist of:

¶ destruction of sites, features or deposits during construction including tree planting;

¶ impacts upon sites, features or deposits to gain site access (construction access and works
compounds).

The 2015 assessment concluded that standard mitigation could be undertaken to further reduce these impacts. It
noted that along the length of the proposal there are a number of areas of high archaeological potential and
predicted direct impacts associated with each. The current assessment has examined the known baseline and
finds the previously 2015 assessment still valid regarding these areas of high archaeological potential. It also
examines the potential impacts to the areas of high archaeological potential along the proposed improvements to
the existing Blessington Greenway. The following table provides information on the predicted impacts on the known
archaeological resource:

Table 7-1 Predicted Impacts to Assets within, or just outside, 100m of the Scheme

NMS Ref Distance to
scheme

Type / Name Predicted Impact

WI005-
026

59m Holy Well No impact. This site is 59m away from the Greenway and is submerged
by the reservoir.

WI005-
070048

Within
scheme

Ringwork The existing Blessington Greenway passes this feature on a boardwalk.
No works are proposed to the boardwalk so there is no potential for
impact to this asset.

WI005-
07001-
016

Over 100m to
southeast

Various assets
associated with the
medieval borough of
Burgage More

The majority of the recorded assets associated with this record were
excavated or removed prior to the creation of the reservoir with the
only asset remaining being Burgage More tower house (WI005-070004-
). The existing Greenway passes to the north of the tower house and
former graveyard and will not impact upon them. There is the potential
that grounds associated with the scheme could impact upon previously
unrecorded remains. Groundworks that take place here may potential
negatively impact these. The significance of this impact can be reduced
with appropriate mitigation.

WI005-
047001-
006

No less than
40m

Various assets within
Blessington
Graveyard

No impact. These six assets were formerly associated with the medieval
borough of Burgage More before being moved to Blessington
Graveyard in advance of the creation of the reservoir. The curtilage is
partially screened with mature tree growth which obscure views into
the graveyard towards the assets.

WI005-
106

92m Headstones No impact. Eight 17th century headstones re-erected against the north
wall of the Church of Ireland graveyard. The graveyard will not be
impacted by the scheme and views are blocked by intervening
buildings.

WI010-
01101-05

73m Ecclesiastical Site No impacts, Templeboodin Church and graveyard a site with a well-
defined and screened curtilage in excess of 73m from the proposed
trackway

WI010-
018

6m Ringfort No impact. This site is 6m away from proposed trackway and is
submerged by the reservoir
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NMS Ref Distance to
scheme

Type / Name Predicted Impact

WI010-
019

6m Enclosure No impact. This site is 6m away from proposed trackway and is
submerged by the reservoir

WI010-
024

56m Cillín / Children’s
Burial Ground

No impact. This site has previously been excavated and is 56m from the
trackway.

WI010-
048

3m Cross Inscribed Stone No impact. This site is on an existing lane, with no works proposed for
the immediate area. If this area however is to be used for any machine
access the boulder should be demarcated to prevent any inadvertent
impacts.

WI010-
058

31m Neolithic House No impact.  This asset has been excavated and its location is within the
reservoir.

WI010-
062

Within
scheme

Wedge Tomb This asset has been excavated although there are some physical
remains.
Groundworks that take place here may potential negatively impact the
monument.
The significance of this impact can be reduced with appropriate
mitigation.

WI010-
078

In scheme Moated site The trackway will pass within the zone of notification for this
monument (extant) and there is the potential that groundworks may
have a slight negative direct impact on associated material. The
significance of this impact can be reduced with appropriate mitigation.

WI010-
121

17m Mill This site is mostly submerged and has no above ground expression,
notwithstanding this the trackway passes to the east of the edge of the
‘zone of notification’.
Groundworks that take place here may potential negatively impact the
monument. The significance of this impact can be reduced with
appropriate mitigation.

RPS ref
10-5

Within 100m Ballyknockan Ruin The remains of Biddy Mulvey’s cottage located adjacent to the Bog
Road. The Bog Road may be utilised as a construction access with plant
and machinery passing directly adjacent to the Protected Structure.
Care should be taken to prevent any inadvertent impacts.

4256 Partially
Within
scheme

Russborough House  The portion of the planned landscape within the scheme has been
greatly denuded by the creation of the reservoir. Groundworks that
take place here will not impact the planned landscape. A tunnel
associated with the planned landscape will be converted to provide
access to the house and this conversion may negatively impact this
feature. The significance of this impact can be reduced with appropriate
mitigation.

4258 Partially
Within
scheme

Russellstown Much of this site has been permanently flooded by the creation of a
reservoir while the remainder is now forested with the existing
Blessington Greenway crossing through it. Groundworks that take place
here will not impact the planned landscape.

4265 Partially
Within
scheme

Baltyboys House,
Boystown or
Baltyboys Lower

Part of this site has been permanently flooded by the creation of a lake.
Groundworks that take place here will not impact the planned
landscape.

4266 Partially
Within
scheme

Knockieran Cottage Part of this site has been permanently flooded by the creation of a lake.
Groundworks that take place here will not impact the planned
landscape.

4261 Partially
Within
scheme

Burgage Moyle
Cottage

Area partly flooded by Poulaphouca Reservoir with the existing
Blessington Greenway crossing through it. Groundworks that take place
here will not impact the planned landscape.
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NMS Ref Distance to
scheme

Type / Name Predicted Impact

N/A Within
scheme

Valleymount Existing paths, steps and stone walls located within the forested area
which predate the construction of the reservoir. Parts of these may be
incorporated into the scheme but those sections not incorporated may
be negatively impacted by groundworks associated with the scheme.
The significance of this impact can be reduced with appropriate
mitigation.

N/A Within
scheme

Valleymount Memorial erected post February 2018. This memorial is not strictly
Heritage but does represent attachment to the area. The memorial may
be negatively impacted by groundworks associated with the scheme.
The significance of this impact can be reduced with appropriate
mitigation.

7.2 Impacts to Setting during Construction Phase

There are a number of Protected Structures and assets recorded on the NIAH located along the existing roads and
lanes within the Scheme. These loops are located along the existing roads and laneways. The only proposed works
will be the addition of signage relating to the Scheme while some modification will be made to the existing road
layouts. The modification of the road layouts will not alter the setting of the area as the infrastructure is already in
place. The siting of this signage could impact upon the settings of the Protected Structures and assets recorded
on the NIAH. The Scheme design takes this into account and signage will not be placed adjacent to these assets.

The construction of the Scheme will also introduce additional traffic and noise to the areas of the Protected
Structures and assets recorded on the NIAH located along the adjacent roads and lanes. While these have the
potential to impact upon the settings of these assets, this will be a temporary impact limited to the construction
phase and will not extend to the operational phase once the scheme is in use.

7.3 Impacts during Operation Phase

All predicted impacts associated with the scheme will occur during the Construction phase and there will be no
impacts during the Operation Phase.

8. Mitigation

The previous assessment in 2015 recommended that, given the limited impacts required for the track and the
previous ground disturbance within the forested margin, archaeological monitoring rather than testing should take
place. This archaeological monitoring should take place at the number of areas of high archaeological potential
due to the significance of the archaeology and the potential for further finds. These areas of high archaeological
potential relate to the recorded archaeological assets within the immediate proximity of the scheme.

The current assessment concurs with these recommendations and proposes that mitigation should take the form
of constant archaeological monitoring within the vicinities of the following recorded archaeological assets (Figures
2.1 and 2.2):

¶ assets associated with the medieval borough of Burgage More (WI005-07001-016);

¶ wedge tomb (WI010-062) at Carrigacurra;

¶ enclosure (WI010-019) at Ballyknockan;

¶ ringfort (WI010-018) at Ballyknockan;

¶ moated site (WI005-078) at Carrig;

¶ mill site (WI005-078) at Burgage More; and 

¶ Neolithic house (WI010-058) at Boystown/Baltyboys Upper.

It is further recommended that the following mitigation take place at the sections of the Scheme at Valleymount and
the car parks at Knockieran and Russborough:
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¶ The existing stone walls, steps and paths should be subject to record by photograph and written
description prior to construction works within this area;

¶ The tunnel to Russborough House (4256) should be subject to record by photograph and written
description prior to conversion to an access as part of the scheme; 

¶ Archaeological testing take place within the Knockieran car park area proposed for tree planting
prior to construction works within this area;

¶ Archaeological testing take place within the Burgage Area proposed for tree planting prior to
construction works within this area;

¶ Archaeological testing take place within the Avon Area proposed for tree planting prior to
construction works within this area;

¶ The Cross Inscribed stone (WI010-048) and Ballyknockan Ruin / Biddy Mulvey’s Cottage (RPS ref
10-5) should be noted to all contractor staff. Care should be taken to avoid accidental impact during
adjacent works. The Cross Inscribed stone (WI010-048) should be demarcated with barrier tape if
practical.

¶ The memorial erected post February 2018 should remain in situ with care taken to ensure no
accidental impact during the works;

¶ Groundworks associated with construction accesses and works compounds within Greenfield be
subject to constant archaeological monitoring;

¶ Groundworks associated with the extension of Knockieran car park be subject to constant
archaeological monitoring; and

¶ Groundworks associated with the extension of Russborough car park be subject to constant
archaeological monitoring.

It is recommended that the mitigation be undertaken by a suitably qualified archaeologist working under licence to
the NMS. The construction of the paths should be performed by mechanical excavation using a smooth toothless
bucket down to sterile glacial tills / scheme formation level at the specified locations. The appointed archaeologist
will undertake full-time monitoring of the excavations and where appropriate, carry out archaeological investigation.

During this watching brief/testing, the archaeologist will be delegated authority by the Contractor’s engineer to:

¶ Halt construction work by the Contractor in a specified area where it is necessary to examine any
potential archaeological material encountered;

¶ Undertake any archaeological procedure necessary for the recording and removal of
archaeological objects or features before work by the Contractor can resume within a specified
area; and

¶ Instruct the Contractor as to the measures required to be taken to protect archaeological remains
to be left in situ, should circumstance arise.

The Contractor will agree with AECOM and the Archaeologist:

¶ A programme to ensure that excavation of deposits that are of archaeological interest, is carried
out under the supervision of the Archaeologist;

¶ A method statement describing how the paths and car park extensions will be excavated and what
excavation machinery will be used in the stripping and removal of the topsoil and underlying
deposits;

¶ Arrangements to allow the Archaeologist sufficient time to examine, record and remove, if
necessary, the revealed and discovered archaeological remains; and

¶ Arrangements to protect archaeological remains to be left in situ.

In the event that significant or complex archaeological features are uncovered during monitoring, consultation may
include a visit to the site by the NMS and AECOM to inspect the remains and agree an appropriate mitigation
strategy.
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The appointed archaeologist shall comply with the requirements of the National Monuments Section of the
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht as to the appropriate mitigation in the event of the discovery of
archaeological material during monitoring.

Any recommendations contained in this report are subject to the ratification of the National Monuments Section,
Department of the Culture, Heritage and The Gaeltacht.
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Appendix A Figures
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