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No. 2.—M/’94.

Miscellaneous.

ELECTION OF GUARDIANS.

Local Government Board, Dublin,

12th January, 1894.

1. The Local Government Board for Ireland desire to call your attention to the
General Order dated the 2nd January, 1863, regulating the conduct of Elections of
Guardians in the several Unions in Ireland, a copy of which Order was transmitted with

the Circular of the Poor Law Commissioners dated the 16th of that month.

2. That Order rescinds the Order of the 26th January, 1852, as well as all previous
Orders, except such portions thereof as may have appointed the Clerk for the time being to
be the Returning Officer and may not have been rescinded by any subsequent Order, and
except such portions thereof as may have fixed the value of the Qualification for the Office of
Guardian and may not have been rescinded or altered by any subsequent Order. Under

Article 1 of the Order of the 2nd January, 1863, the Clerk for the time being (except in cases
where the Order appointing the Clerk may have been rescinded) will continue to be the
Returning Officer, and the same Article, it will be seen, provide for the performance of the
duties of Returning Officer in case of Vacancy in the Office of Clerk, or in case ot the Clerk
being prevented by sickness or accident, or other sufficient cause, from the performance of
his duties, the Guardians being empowered, in either of those events, to appoint some person
to perform such of the duties imposed by the Order upon the Returning Officer as shall
then remain to be performed.

You will be so good as to read carefully and attend to the following observations :—

COLLECTORS.

3. Under Articles 3, 12, 14, 22, and 34, of the General Order the Collectors of
Poor Rate in the Union are to assist the Returning Officer as heretofore in the Election, at
the times and for the purposes therein indicated. These Regulations impose no fresh duties
on the Collectors, but it will be proper for you to call the attention of each of them to those
Regulations before the next Election takes place.

DISTRIBUTION AND COLLECTION OF VOTING PAPERS.

4. The Police who may be employed, as heretofore, in posting the Notices of the Election
and in distributing and collecting Voting Papers will receive their instructions from their
own superior Officers, but in case their services in any instance should not be available in
sufficient number for the latter duty the Returning Officer should take care to furnish any
other persons who may be employed by him, in pursuance of Article 2 of the General Order,
for the distribution and collection of the Voting Papers with proper lists and instructions
for their guidance, in accordance with Articles 18, 19, 21, 28, 24, and 28, of the Order.

5. Where it has happened in previous Elections that the assistance of the Police has
not been available, or has not been available to sufficient extent, for the distribution and
collection of Voting Papers within the prescribed period, applications have, in some
instances, been received for sanction to the employment of the Collectors of Poor Rates
and of Reliving Officers in this service where it may be necessary to issue Voting Papers.
It is desirable that, where practicable, this duty should be performed by responsible officers;
and as it will, according to the regulations, occupy only two or at most four days, and will
therefore not cause any material interruption of the ordinary duties of the Union Officers
referred to, the Local Government Board are prepared to sanction their being employed
to assist in performing the duty in question, provided the Board of Guardians permit
them to be so employed, for which permission it will be your duty, where necessary, to
apply. If the services of the Police and Union Officers should not be available or sufficient,
you will have to employ other trustworthy persons acquainted with the respective localities,
as far as practicable, in accordance with the regulation contained in Article 2 of the
General Order. But you will take care to ascertain whether you can obtain the
services of the Police in sufficient number or not before you employ any other persons, and
you will only resort to the employment of the Officers of the Union or other persons in case
you cannot obtain the assistance of the Police in sufficient number.

PREPARATION OF LISTS OF VOTERS.

6. Should some additional assistance be necessary for enabled you, in case of contents,
to prepare the requisite Lists of Voters and complete the proceedings in the Election at the
times prescribed by the General Order, the Local Government Board will be prepared to
sanction such assistance for so long as may be absolutely requisite, on receiving a communi-
cation from you setting forth the circumstances which render the application necessary, the
particular purposes for which assistance is required, and the extent of assistance required.



NOTICE OF ELECTION.

7. One of your first duties will be to issue the Notice of the Election, which is to be
posted on the 26th of February. The Notice is to set forth the Names of the Electoral
Divisions, the qualification and number of Guardians to be elected for each, with other
particulars prescribed in the General Order. You should, in due time before the 26th

February, give notice of application to the Constabulary for their assistance in posting the
Notices, as heretofore, and you will afterwards forward the copies of the Notices to the
proper Constabulary Stations. Due notice should likewise be given to the Constabulary
when it becomes necessary to apply for their services in the distribution and collection of
Voting Papers, apprising them of the probable extent of the duty to be performed.

DATES FOR VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS.

8. The following are the days upon which the several proceedings in the ensuing
Election are to be taken, in pursuance of the Order:—

26th February—Issue of Notice of Election. (Art. 9.)
5th March—Last day for receiving Nomination Papers, which can be received up to 5 o'clock,

.m., on that day. (Art. 11.)
March-List of Candidates to be prepared and forwarded. (Arts. 15 and 16.)—List of

Voters to be prepared in case of contest.
The last day for receiving Statements of Claim to Vote and Appointments of Proxies,

(6 & 7 Vic., e. 92, § 24, and 25 & 26 Vic., c. 83, § 15)—so as to be available in this
Election, will be the 21st February; and, in case of contents, the Lists of Rate-payer
making Statements are to be made up to that day. (Art. 18.)

12th March—Application to be made to Constabulary for assistance in distributing Voting
Papers, where necessary, which should afterwards be transmitted to them, with the List of
Voters, in due time for distribution on the day prescribed for the purpose.

17th March—List of occupying Tenants who are entitled to Vote, having paid Rates required
to be paid, is to be made up to this day (Art. 22.)

9th March—Day for issuing Voting Papers, and 20th of March, if needful. (Art. 21.)
st March—Day for collecting Voting Papers, and following day, if necessary. (Art. 28.)
nd March—Time for applying for Voting Papers where not duly received by persons entitled
expires. (Art. 29, 30.)

24th March—Time for delivering to Returning Officer Voting Papers that may not have been
duly collected expires. (Art. 31.)

26th March—Return of Guardians to be made, (Art. 35), or within 14 days after the 25th of

March. (Art. 36.)
FORMS

9. Previously to the commencement of the Election, you should procure the requisite
supply of the Forms prescribed for use in the Election. With regard to the Notice of the
Election (Form E.) the Board have thought it advisable to direct that the copies of

that Notice should be printed and transmitted to you from this Office, as usual, and the
same number of copies as was forwarded to you last year will accordingly be transmitted to
you, in due time, for posting and distribution according to Article 9 of the General Order
If, however, you should be of opinion that the number of copies printed last year was
greater or less than will be required for the present year, you will be good enough to report
the fact immediately, stating the number which you consider necessary. In the absence of
any communication from you before the 25th instant, the same number as was furnished last

year will be provided.
10. With regard to the other Forms, steps should be taken in due time to provide

a sufficient supply of those which may be required for carrying on the Election, as prescribed
by the General Order. The Forms can be procured from Messrs. A. THOM & Co. (Limited),
Abbey-street, Dublin, but should you employ any other Printer it will be necessary for you
to compare the several Forms carefully with those prescribed in the General Order as you

will be responsible for their accuracy, and it is advisable that you should ascertain and
compare the prices at which they are procurable before you order them.

PLACARD.

11. A Placard containing a description of the Electoral Divisions in the Union as at
present constituted, to be posted in case of contest, as heretofore, should be prepared, and a
sufficient number of copies thereof, for posting, obtained when necessary, in like manner with

the Voting Papers.
STATEMENTS OF CLAIMS TO VOTE, &c.

12. The Forms (A 1, A 2, Bl and 2, C 1, and C 2 and 3,) for Statements of Claims
to Vote, and Appointments of Proxies with their applications, and the Statements
of Corporations and Joint-Stock Companies, are to be supplied, free of charge, (on
application made to you,) to any Persons, or Corporations, or Companies, respectively, who
may require them for their own statements or applications. It would not be expedient to
make a more general distribution of these Forms.

REGISTRY OF SUCH CLAIMS.

13. With regard to the Registry of such Statements and Appointments in the proper
Books, (Forms D 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,) the Board request the special attention of the Clerk

and Returning Officer to Articles 4 and 5 of the General Order, and to the duties assigned
to those officers in respect to the same under the provisions of the Statutes and under
Articles 6 and 8 of the Order.

14. The provisions of the Acts relating to such Statements and Registers are contained
n § 84 of 1 & 2 Vic., c. 56, as amended by § 24 of 6 & 7 Vic, c. 92, and § 15 of the
25 & 26 Vic., c. 83, to which your attention is requested, as well as to § 26 of the 6 & 7

Vic. c. 92. The 15th sec. of the 25 and 26 Vic., c. 83, sets forth the particulars required to
be given in such Statements, which must be lodged one calendar month before the owner or
Immediate Lessor, or his Proxy, can vote as such; and the 84th sec. of the I & 2 Vic., c. 56,
requires that the Guardians, or the person acting as Returning Officer, should register such
Statements in the manner therein provided. If at any Election the Returning Officer have
reasonable cause to doubt the correctness of a Claim to vote made by any person in respect of net
rent, the Returning Officer is required by the 26th sec. of the 6 & 7 Vic., c. 92 not to admit
such person to vote until he shall have produced evidence to the satisfaction of the Returning
Officer of the amount of such rent

15. Inconvenience and irregularity, it is believed, have occurred in some instances from
the discovery, at the time of an Election, of errors or defects in the Registry prescribed
from omission of Statements, or from retaining on record the Statements of persons
deceased, or from other causes, where the original Statements, owing to changes of Officers
or other circumstances, are not themselves forthcoming, and the Board request that you
will at once see whether the Forms of Register have been duly entered up, and that you
will duly enter therein all the new Statements and Appointments which you may have
received, or may receive, before the time of the Election, so that they may be perfected before
the approaching Election takes place. Care should also be taken to revise the entries in
the Registers with a view to their proper correction where the original Claimants have
died, or other changes affecting the validity or continuance of the claims have taken place.

16. The Local Government Board take this opportunity to observe that although an
Owner or Proxy is not entitled to vote until one calendar month after he shall have made the

prescribed statement or appointment, it is not necessary that he should make or renew such
statement, &c., a month before each Election, as they continue in force for five years from
the date on which they have been given, provided the persons remain in possession of the
interests described therein, and provided, in the case of a Proxy, that the appointment is not
sooner revoked, or that the Owner does not himself resume the exercise of his right to vote,
or that neither of the persons dies.

17. Any such statements, &c., should be duly preserved, and, in case there be reason to
believe that any that may have been already lodged have not been handed over to you by
any previous Oficer, or not registered, you should make inquiry of such Officer, or other
wise endeavour to obtain them, and forthwith see that they be recorded in the proper form
of Register Book, and that the directions in the abovementioned Articles of the Election
Order be duly complied with.

DELIVERY OF VOTING PAPERS.

18. The Returning Officer is not bound, under Article 23 of the Election Regulations,
to cause any Voting Papers to be delivered out of the Electoral Division or Ward for which
it may be necessary to issue Voting Papers; and if the places named for the reception of
Voting Papers, by the Owners or Proxies who have made Statements, be not in any case
within the respective Divisions or Wards in which the properties are situate, you should
immediately communicate with such persons, and request them to name a place within the
Division or Ward, and point out to them that otherwise they can only vote in the manner
provided in Article 29 of the Election Regulations; and you should apprise the persons
concerned as above of the substance of the Regulations contained in that Article.

MARKING VOTING PAPERS.

19. A practice appears to have been adopted by the Returning Officer, in some in-
stances, of making on each of the Voting Papers, in addition to the number directed by
Article 19 of the Election Regulations, the name of the person for whom it is issued, or his
name and address; and in the case of a Proxy, the name of the Proxy, as well as that
of the person for whom he is Proxy. The Board think it right to point out that
the Returning Officer is not required by the Regulations to endorse the name of any
person on the Voting Paper, and the practice has been found in some instances to lead to
error. It seems advisable, therefore, that the Returning Officer should not, in this respect,
do more than he is required to do by the 19th Article of the Election Order, viz.:—to pre-
pare Lists containing the number of each paper and the name of the place at which it is to
be left, and to endorse each paper with its proper number corresponding to that in the List.

RETURNING OFFICER'S DUTIES GENERALLY.

20. The Returning Officer should take care to make himself well acquainted with the
Regulations contained in the General Order, before the Election commences. With a view
to general convenience and economy, the business of the Election is to be transacted, as far as



possible, at the Board-room of the Guardians, and within the hours of ten and five o'clock
in the day. The Returning Officer is to attend daily (except on Sundays,) at the place

appointed, from the date for the issue of the Notice to the last day for receiving Nomina-
ion Papers, inclusive, to afford information to persons requiring it; and likewise during the

period from the first day for the collection of Voting Papers until the Examination of the
Votes and the Return of the Guardians elected shall have been completed, (see Articles 29, 30
31, 34, 35, and 36;) and also at all such other times, during the progress of the Election, as

may be necessary for the due performance of his duties, as directed in Article 32. In
reference to the examination and casting up of the Notes, (Article 34,) the Local Government
Board are not prepared to devrive the Returning Officer of a discretion in regard to the
admission or exclusion of strangers, inasmuch as the exercise of such a discretion may
on some occasions, be necessary to the proper discharge of his duty, but on the other hand
the Board think that if the Returning Officer excluses from the examination of the
Voting Papers for a particular Electoral Division either the Candidates for that Electoral
Division or those who proposed them, or the Legal Advisers of the Candidates, he should
be prepared to shew some urgent reason for a step which, generally speaking, would seem
to be unnecessary and unreasonable ; but the Board do not think it desirable that the
privilege of being present during the examination of the votes should be extended to Rate-
payers generally.

DUTIES OF CLERK OF UNION.

21. Your special attention is requested to your duties as Clerk of the Union under
the Regulations contained in Articles 37 and 38 of the General Order. Under the former
of those Articles you are, immediately on the Return of the new Election of Guardians being
completed, to transmit to each Member of the Board of Guardians for the previous year,
including Ex-Officio Guardians and out-going Guardians, as well as any who may be re-
elected, a Notice in the Form L, apprising them of the Names of the several Guardians
elected for the ensuing year. The object of this regulation being chiefly to obviate the in-
convenience of any Guardian attending at any Meeting of the Board after his year of office
has expired, you should take care that this Notice is transmitted without any delay, on the
completion of the Return. Under Article 38, you are likewise to transmit to every Guardian
elected for the ensuing year, whether previously a Guardian or not, a Notice in the form
marked M in the General Order, and to every Guardian who may continue in Office, under
the 24th section of the 25 and 26 Vic., c. 83, in consequence of no Nomination having been
made for the Electoral Division, a Notice in the form marked N in that Order. Under the
20th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, I & 2 Vic., c. 56, the Annual Election of the
Guardians is to be completed on the 25th March, or if that day should fall on Sunday or
Good Friday, then on the day next following, or within fourteen days next after such 25th
day of March; and the section further declares that immediately upon the Election of the
Guardians for the ensuing year,“ the Guardians previously elected by the Rate-payer of any
Union shall go out of office." You should therefore issue the Notices L, M, and N, according
to the regulations, immediately on the return being made, so that the first meeting there-
after may consist of the members of the new Board, in accordance with the Act. The
issue of these notices is not to be delayed until a meeting of the Board of Guardians shall

have been held, but a certified copy of the return is to be laid before the Board at the first
meeting after such return is made.

ACCOUND OF EXPENSES.

22. Immediately on the close of the Election, an Account of the Expenses of the same
is to be transmitted to the Local Government Board for examination and sanction, in a
Form which will be forwarded to you for the purpose.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Hoss. Moonen

Secretary.

The Clerk of the Shillelagh Union.

Returning Officer of the said Union.

Blin: Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office,
By ALEX. THOR & 89, Abbey-street,

3939. 1. 94.—250.


















































