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Variation No.6,  
Administrative Officer,  
Planning Section,  
Wicklow County Council,  
Station Road,  
Wicklow Town. 
 

Date: 9th December 2025 
 
Re: Wicklow County Development Plan – Variation No. 6 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
We acknowledge receipt of your email of 4th December 2025, in relation to the above. 
The Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) welcomes the opportunity to submit our 
comments at this stage of the process. 
 
MARA Introduction 
 
The Maritime Area Regulatory Authority, or MARA, is a new state agency that was 
established on 17th July 2023. MARA’s functions are set out in the Maritime Area 
Planning Acts 2021 and 2022, and extend to the entire maritime area, from high water 
of ordinary tides to the outer limit of the continental shelf, encompassing the State’s 
territorial seas and Exclusive Economic Zone. MARA facilitates a streamlined 
consenting process for projects in the maritime area and a route for projects to the 
planning system, by assessing applications for Maritime Area Consents (MACs) which 
are the right to occupy the maritime area. MARA’s functions in this new consenting 
system for the maritime area include the following;  
 

• Assessing Maritime Area Consent (MAC) applications for the maritime area, prior 
to seeking development permission; 

• Assessing Marine Usage licences (MUL) applications for Schedule 7 specified 

activities; 

• Compliance and enforcement of MACs, MULs, and An Coimisiún Pleanála  
development consents; 

• Investigations and prosecutions; 

• Administration of the existing Foreshore consent portfolio; 

• Fostering & promoting co-operation between regulators of the maritime area. 

For any further information on MARA or to view any MAC or MUL applications, please 

visit the MARA website: www.maritimeregulator.ie or the following link; Applications & 
Determinations - MARA - Maritime Area Regulatory Authority 

http://www.maritimeregulator.ie/
https://www.maritimeregulator.ie/our-work/maritime-usage-licences/applications-determinations/?_gl=1*1286atv*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODUyNTk5Mi4xNzY1Mjk3MDYz*_ga_4BE8YJL1CF*czE3NjUyOTcwNjIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjUyOTcwNjIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.maritimeregulator.ie/our-work/maritime-usage-licences/applications-determinations/?_gl=1*1286atv*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODUyNTk5Mi4xNzY1Mjk3MDYz*_ga_4BE8YJL1CF*czE3NjUyOTcwNjIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjUyOTcwNjIkajYwJGwwJGgw


 
 

 

The GIS Data Download section of the MARA website has been updated with a Web 
Feature Service (WFS) for newly ‘Determined’ applications in ESRI Shapefile format: 
https://www.maritimeregulator.ie/knowledge-centre/data-downloads/. 
 
MARA as a prescribed body 
The Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) welcomes the opportunity to submit 
our views on any planning applications within and directly adjacent to the maritime area. 
MARA is a prescribed body by virtue of Section 279A of the Planning & Development 
Act 2000 (as amended) for the purposes of Part XXI ‘Maritime Development’. For the 
purposes of consultations on maritime planning applications MARA would welcome 
early notification by email to consultation@mara.gov.ie  providing the following; 
 
• Planning application reference number  
• Deadline for submission  
• Link to where the application details can be viewed online 
 
Requirement for a Maritime Area Consent 
MARA wish to highlight that any proposed development within the maritime will in general 
require a Maritime Area Consent (MAC) prior to seeking planning permission, unless 
privately owned maritime site, or an existing foreshore lease or licence for the proposed 
can be demonstrated. Please note that a MAC specifies the permitted maritime usage 
and accordingly, the planning application and approval should only consider this usage. 
The MAC also specifies the spatial representation (map) of the consent area. In 
accordance with Section 96 of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021, the holder of a MAC 
shall, before expiration (if any) of the MAC, rehabilitate that part of the maritime area 
subject of the MAC. 
 
 
Coastal Planning Authority 
Having regard to the extent of the maritime area, the Coastal Planning Authority should 
be cognisant of the requirements of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (as amended). 
Under the MAP Act the functional area of a planning authority is extended to include the 
‘nearshore area’. In this regard MARA would remind the Coastal Planning Authority of 
the requirement for MACs and MULs in the maritime area. The Coastal Planning Authority 
shall also have regard to the objectives of the National Marine Planning Framework 
(NMPF) in the preparation of any plan review and the associated environmental 
assessments. The NMPF recognises the importance of integration between land and 
marine planning, ensuring that national, regional, and local area plans are consistent with 
the NMPF where activities may impact both areas. 
 
MARA notes the purpose of the proposed Variation is to take account of ‘NPF 
Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements’ - Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 
issued under Section 28 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) (July 
2025). These Guidelines provide new housing growth requirements to planning 
authorities in order to facilitate the revision and update of development plans in 
accordance with the National Planning Framework (NPF) Revision approved in April 

https://www.maritimeregulator.ie/knowledge-centre/data-downloads/
mailto:consultation@mara.gov.ie


 
 

 

2025. This Variation therefore relates primarily to revising the housing targets and 
housing objectives for various settlements / areas within County Wicklow as set out in the 
Wicklow Core Strategy in the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028. It is noted 
that no amendments to any zoning objectives are being made, no additional lands are 
being zoned, and no settlement boundaries are being extended. MARA therefore have 
no additional comments in this regard. 
 
 
The making of submissions or observations by the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority 
shall not prejudice the performance by it or any of its other functions. 
 
If you have any questions or would like some further information, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us at consultation@mara.gov.ie   
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
______________________________ 
Niamh Lennon 
Senior Marine Planning Advisor 
Assessment, Research and Data Unit 
 

mailto:consultation@mara.gov.ie
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