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This month:

Urban Regeneration & Development Fund

County Wicklow is to recei vtermvuaancy and derelictiosis thestdwnsiofWicklewdandn g | o n
Arklow.

The Urban Regeneration Development Fund is available to eligible local authorities for towns and cities and was
established to support more compact and sustainable development of urban centres. It will complement several existing
schemes that tackle vacancy and dereliction.

The aim of this particular fund is to address vacancy and dereliction, thus promoting vibrant communities. The fund will be
administered through the Wicklow County Council Town Regeneration Office and covers the entire cost of acquiring
suitable properties identified within Arklow and Wicklow towns which can then be purchased and developed.

Pre-Draft Public Consultation

Wicklow County Council will commence the pre-draft public consultation for the preparation of the new Wicklow 7 Town &
Rathnew Local Area Plan on 19th July 2023 which will run until 28th September 2023. A new online consultation portal is
available at the link below.

Submissions are invited from everyone via:

a) Through the consultation portal,
or

b) Writeto: 6 Wi ¢ k| o wRathmewh AP0, Administrative Officer, Planning
County Buildings, Station Road, Wicklow Town, A67 FW96

Web link to consultation portal: https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/Local-
Area-Town-Settlement-Plans/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew-Local-Area-Plan-2024



https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/Local-Area-Town-Settlement-Plans/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew-Local-Area-Plan-2024
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/Local-Area-Town-Settlement-Plans/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew/Wicklow-Town-Rathnew-Local-Area-Plan-2024
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1. Housing
June 2023 | June 2022
No. on list for Social Housing Support i (includes RAS & HAP)* | 4471 4535
No. availing of Rental Assistance Scheme (RAS) 169 225
No. availing of Housing Assistance Payment 2720 2555
No. in Long Term Leasing Accommodation 23 21
No. in Short Term Leasing Accommodation 32 31
Allocation of Social Housing
June 2022 June 2023
Wicklow County Council 12 17
Approved Housing Bodies 05 42
Social Housing Stock
June 2023 June 2022

Tenancies occupied 4,819 4,750
Total weekly rental accrual 317,661.11 311,471.66
Arrears 2,897,544.70 2,931,441.83

Added to Completed Vacant
MD - list YTD o '; s | APl [wiP

2023 2023*
Arklow 5 5 13 9
Baltinglass 9 11 24 13
Bray 10 23 59 16
Greystones 1 2 5 5
Wicklow* 3 5 45 8
Totals 25 43 145 51

properties

*Excludes CPOs. Includes 23 Hillview
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Housing Supply 7 Programme of Delivery
Schemes Recently Completed UNITS CURRENT STATUS
Ard na Greine, Bray 31 Completed and allocated
Delany Park Arklow (Phase 2 + 3) 47 Completed and allocated
Hawkstown Park (Ashtown Lane),
Wicklow Design & Build 40 Completed and allocated
Mountainview, NTMK Design & Build 22 Completed and allocated
Sheehan Court Arklow 7 Completed and allocated
Avondale Phase 2 Design & Build 20 Completed and allocated
Cedar Court Bray Design & Build 14 Completed
Schemes on Site Units CURRENT STATUS
Greenhill Road Wicklow Design & Build
(Changed to Affordable scheme) 36 Completion anticipated Q3 2023
Cois Droichead, Greystones 41 Completion anticipated Q1 2024
Ballard Shillelagh 20 Completion anticipated Q4 2023
Pipeline Schemes Units Current Status

Detailed design stage underway -
Lugduff Tinahely 20 Contractor appointed
Merrymeeting, Rathnew, Phase 2 21 Construction ongoing
Fassaroe, Bray 15 Preparing tender documents
Liam Kavanagh Park, Ballynerrin, On site completion anticipated Q3
Wicklow 10 2023

Part of PPP bundle 3 with NDFA.
Burgage More Blessington 106 Tender stage
Lott Lane, Kilcoole 75 Tender advertised
Rehills, Bray 80 PPP bundle 5
Burnaby, Greystones 75 PPP Bundle 5
Ballinahinch Ashford 25 Design Stage
Tinahask, Arklow 75 Design stage.
Sheephouse Arklow 30 Design Stage
Part V
Location No. of Units Due for Delivery Method
Bray 2 18 Delivered, 2 Units delivered June 2023 | CALF
Rathnew 3 3 Delivered Q1 2023 WCC
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Delgany 3 Delivered June 2023 WCC
Rathdrum 3 Scheduled Q3 2023 wcCcC
Rathdrum 7 Delivered May 2023 wCC
Rathdrum 6 Scheduled Q3 2023 CALF
Arklow 1 Due for delivery Q3/Q4 2023 CALF
Blessington 5 Delivery Due Q3 2023 CALF
Bray 1 Delivery due Q1 2024 CALF
Delgany 3 Delivered May 2023 WCC
Greystones 1 Delivered Q1 2023 WCC
Rathnew 1 Scheduled Q4 2023 WCC
Bray 4 Delivered 2 2023 WCC

Potential units

Wicklow County Council currently has agreements in place for units in Greystones, Ashford, Newtownmountkennedy,
Blessington, Baltinglass and Wicklow with delivery ranging from 2023-2025. This includes the units listed above. WCC is

in negotiations in respect of over 100 further units with delivery dates yet to be confirmed.

Wicklow County Council is currently holding discussions with a number of developers at preplanning and planning stage.
di fficuldt

There are over 100 potential Part V units with planning permission b u t

or even on what timescale.

Turnkey

Location No. of Units Due for Delivery Method
Bray 78 Delivered June 2023 CALF
Rathdum 13 Delivered Q1 2023 WwcCC
Rathdrum 30 Scheduled Q3 2023 CALF
Arklow 32 Due for delivery by Q4 2023 CALF
Blessington 40 Delivery Due Q3 2023 CALF
Bray 17 Delivery Date Q1 2024 CALF

1 Negotiations are on-going with anumberofDev el oper s AHBO®Gs i n

Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF)

The Approved Housing Bodies are actively pursuing a humber of potential CALF projects and are liaising closely with the

Council on a regular basis. The members will be kept updated.

Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) Wicklow County Council is continuing to support acquisitions under the Capital

Assistance Scheme with Dublin Simon, Circle Housing, Ark Housing and Peter McVerry Trust etc.

Expressions of Interest i Social Housing on Council lands

Parnell Road (Central Garage site)

rel ati on

t

det er mi

o]
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Tuath have submitted the revised CAS application and it is currently being assessed. The Department had some queries
which have been responded to.

Kilbride Lodge and Sutton Villas
All land registration issues have now been resolved. Respond are in the process of appointing a project manager.

Mobility Aid Grants / Housing Adaption Grants / Housing Aid for Older People

0 Grant funding-d2,r3526-4BR.8], hb60s®89 spent to date
0 Grant fundi ng- G8WB/7939L-ctd 195 hd®UB.el6 spent to dat e

2023 - 79 open applications (Also have some additional grants open from 2022 due to contractor delays)
2023 - 128 approvals (Also have some additional grants open from 2022 due to contractor delays)

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Number of Grants
Received/Processed 249 216 266 327 281 264

Co. Wicklow Strategic Plan for Housing People with a Disability

The Housing and Disability Steering Group has prepared the new draft Co. Wicklow Strategic Plan for Housing People
with Disability 2022-2027. The next meeting of the HDSG is due to take place in September 2023. The Implementation
plan for Housing People with a disability was launched on 22" June and workshops are taking place nationwide facilitated
by the housing agency regarding the implementation plan.

Housing for Older People - Age Friendly Schemes

Millbank, MillRoad 1 2 x 2 | Due to be Completed July 2023
bed properties
Castle Villas - Two 2 bed Contactor on site - expected completion date August 2023
properties
Carrig Eden - 14 units x 1 | Part 8 complete i design team is being procured at present
bed age friendly units
Kilcoole Health Centre -4 | Detailed design complete i stage 3 approval received i contractor
no 1 bed apartments about to be appointed

Vacant Homes Scheme

Compulsory Purchase Orders on long term vacant houses around the county.

30 South Green, Arklow Refurbishment to start shortly.
5 Priory Way, Delgany Refurbishment to start shortly.
8 Sycamore Drive, Newtownmountkennedy House allocated and tenant in situ.
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5 Ashwood, Roundwood House allocated and tenant in situ.

108 Charnwood, Bray Notice to Enter served July 2023.

10 Liam Mellows Avenue, Arklow Compensation package to be agreed.

33 Connolly Street, Arklow House allocated and tenant in situ.

6 Ashleigh, Ashford Refurbishment to start shortly.

114 Hillside, Greystones Refurbishment to start shortly

18 Delgany Glen, Greystones Refurbishment underway.

2 Lakeview Grove, Wicklow Town Refurbishment underway.

88 Wicklow Heights, Wicklow Town Compensation now agreed.

100 Wicklow Heights, Wicklow Town Refurbishment underway.

53 South Green, Arklow Compensation now agreed.

53A South Green, Arklow Compensation now agreed.

41 Kilgarron Park, Enniskerry Refurbishment to start shortly

2 HarbouMeRdadv({ihl eo), Compensation package now finalised June 2023.

36 Wheatfield Bray CPO published March 2023.Currently engaging
with owner with a view to purchase by
agreement.

27 Wolfe Tone Square South, Bray. Negotiations under way

1 further CPOs (further house in Bray and

Wicklow Town) to be published.

Further long-term vacant properties are currently being identified for future batches of CPOs.

Derelict Properties

The following four derelict properties have been approved for sale:

Property Progress

Croneyhorn Sale approved by the members a the June
meeting held on 12/06/2023 7 final stages in
progress

Killacloran Valuation done, applicant has been requested a
deposit to progress application

Rednagh Rd Sale approved by the members a the June
meeting held on 12/06/2023 7 final stages in
progress

Borkhill No interested parties

Affordable Housing

Greenhill Road Affordable Housing Scheme was launched to the public for applications on 09/01/2023, and closed on
30/01/2023. There has been a lot of interest from the public and Wicklow County Council received over 140 applications

for the 36 properties. Wi cklow County Council are current/
on site for clients on Saturday 22" April. Breakdown of properties that were available are below.

Minimum
House
. House
No. of units Beds Type Story Price Purchase
Price
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2 bed Terrace 2Storey (U280, u222,71
2 bed End Terrace 2Storey |U290,{u236,70
16 3 bed Terrace 2Storey (U315, |6252, 29
8 3 bed End Terrace 2Storey [0U330,16275, 61

Wicklow County Council also received approval for future affordable housing schemes in the county in the past month i
one development in Rathnew(44) and another in Baltinglass(22), These will be provided directly by the developer .
Wickow County Council also has plans for further developments throughout the county.

Croi Cénaithe (Towns, Cities and Rural) i Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant

The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant is a payment you can get if you are turning a vacant house or building into your
permanent home or a rental property. The grant applies to qualifying vacant properties in cities, towns, villages and rural
parts of the country.

A grant of wup to 070,000 is available.

I f the refurbishment costs exceed -thegsamndamdungt aot wp wUE
available.

To qualify for the grant, applicants must:

have proof of ownership or evidence of active negotiations to buy the property (that is, confirmation of engagement from
the estate agent or owner of the property) where you are seeking approval in principle for a grant.

live in the property as your principal private residence or make it available for rent.

have proof that the property has been vacant for at least 2 years and that it was built up to and including 2007.

Number of Applications 2023 to date 2022 (6 Months)
Applications Received 36 18
Applications being processed, 31 14
Applications refused or withdrawn 5 4
Infill Sites

1 Knockroei Two 4 bed fully accessible homes in progress - expected completion date Q4 2023
1 5aRednagh Rdi One 4 bed house i Part 8 to commence shortly

Housing Maintenance i Boiler servicing & safety checking campaign

The focus now is on servicing and safety checking of 1416 Oil and 2269 Gas boilers around the county. Contractors are

reporting access rates as low as 60% which is surprising giventhecurre nt A Cost of Livingo crisi
in tenantsd interests to ensure that they provide access t
particular will consume more fuel if soot build up is not removed at the annual service. Also important checks and

replacement of components such as fuel hoses are carried out on oil boilers which prevents expensive loss of fuel and
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environmental damage which is extremely expensive to clean up. All new boilers fitted now are condensing boilers which
have higher thermal efficiency and use less fuel.

Local Authority Home loans up to June 2023

Received

Approved in principle

34

12

2016 Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme

To date June 2023
Applications Received 402 2
Completed 99 1
Declined 278 1
Ongoing 24 24
Homeless figures for June 2023
Addressing Homelessness
As at Year To As at
31/06/2023 Date 31/06/2022
20 185 57
No of New Presentations
3 6 0
No. of Repeat Presentations
No. of Families (Minimum 1 10 82 14
Adult + One Child)
o . 11 104 42
No. of Individuals (Single Adult,
no children)
2 10 1
No. Of Couples (2 Adults, no
children)
14 145 28
No. of Children
8 64 17
NTQ/Asked to Leave/Landlord
selling
3 54 15
Family Circumstances

10
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3 10 3
Leaving Prison/Hospital Care

1 11 2
Mental Health

0 11 3
Risk of Homelessness

2 6 3
Arrears/Loss of Income

3 20 7
Addiction Issues

4 14 3
DV/DA

0 8 2
Medical Issues

0 11 0
Overcrowding

5 38 13
Unsuitable/Voluntarily Left

0 6 1
ASB:

1 16 6
Rough Sleeping*

4 26 7
Sofa Surfing*

2 39 9
Staying with Family*

1 5 2
Staying with Friends*

*(Recorded as a Consequence of Homelessness as opposed to a Reason for Homelessness)

Own Door Temporary
Accommodation at 31/06/23

Families 17

Adults 28

Children 53

Single individual 2
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation - No. of Homeless Emergency Accommodation Placements & Duration @
31/06/2023

No. of No. <3 3-6 6-9 9-12 ~12mths
Households Adults of Children mths mths mths | mths

Household 2 25 3 6 10 4 4
breakdown

11
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Bed & Breakfast Accommodation - No. of Homeless Emergency Accommodation Placements & Duration @
31/06/22

No. of No. of No. <3 3-6 6-9 9-12 >12mths
Households Adults of Children mths mths mths | mths
Household 22 29 21 8 6 5 1 2
breakdown

The Homeless HAP Place finder provides assistance in:

U seeking out potential properties suitable for households currently identified as homeless or at risk of
homelessness;

U liaising with specific households to establish their specific needs;
U establishing relationships with local property agents and landlords; and,

U supporting those homeless households to (a) prevent the necessity to enter emergency accommodation or (b)
to exit emergency accommodation and secure a tenancy.
To date, 453 households (328 families & 120 singles) have been assisted under the Homeless HAP Scheme in Wicklow

County Council from the inception on 15t October, 2018 to 31st July 2023. (187 homeless cases, 254 prevention cases to
date and 11 direct provision). 130 properties were sourced by WCC.

Addressing Homelessness in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies
Homeless Supported Temporary Accommodation i Kilmantin Hill, Wicklow

Kilmantain Hill has 11 rooms to support persons either homeless, exiting a higher support facility or in danger of becoming
homeless.

There are 8 clients supported in the Kilmantin Hill facility, operated by Dublin Simon, with continuing transition by the clients
to suitable, alternative accommodation at the moment.

Homeless Family Service i Fitzwilliam Road, Wicklow

Dublin Simon has been engaged by Wicklow County Council to operate and manage the facility at Fitzwilliam Road, Wicklow
as a Family Homeless Service. The building comprises of 3 x 1 bed units 2 x 2 bed units and 2 x 3 bed units i Six of the
families have now transitioned or are in the process of transitioning to a permanent home and the resulting vacancies are
in the process of being occupied with families experiencing or in danger of homelessness

It is envisaged that families will avail of the service for circa 6 month STA (Supported Temporary Accommodation) with key
wor king support t o enabl e familyds transition from h
accommodation.

Homeless Supported Temporary Accommodation i San Remo, Bray

San Remo is operated by Dublin Simon, incorporates a service model where there are a number of emergency/cold weather
initiative Beds and Supported Temporary Accommodation Beds (STA). There is on site key working support linking in with
clients.

The Neighbourhood Liaison Committee is now operational and meets monthly.

Bi- monthly meetings are held with Dublin Simon and Wicklow County Council staff

12

ome
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Homeless Supported Accommodation - Carraig Eden, Greystones

The facility providing 35 ensuite bedrooms with associated kitchens and common areas is fully operational. Wicklow County
Council run an in-reach service with the clients to support them as they continue their journey into more permanent
accommodation.

Other Homeless Supported Accommodation

Wicklow County Council owned properties in Wicklow, Bray and Arklow, leased to AHBs, provide 12 units of low to medium
supported accommodation targeted to the particular support needs of the clients. There are plans now to move 6 of these
persons on to own-front door accommodation which will in turn create space to move further people out of homelessness.

A homeless outreach service has being rolled out in Bray and is proving very successful
Housing First

Peter McVerry Trust has been appointed as the Housing First Programme Implementer for the Mid-East Region. Wicklow
County Council is committed to working with them to achieve the targets identified in the programme. Housing first
recognises that a stable home provides the basis for recovery in other areas.

Properties will be provided by both Wicklow County Council and Peter McVerry Trust for the implementation of the
programme.

Wicklow County Council has, to date, successfully accommodated 15 clients under Housing First and it is hoped that at
least two further allocations will take place before the end of July 2023. Other clients proposed for Housing First have been

assessed by the team and are availing of key support work pending finalisation of sourcing of accommodation i the main
issue facing this programme is the availability of one bed units in suitable locations with easy access to services etc.

Traveller accommodation

Capital Programme

Ballinteskin i 3 houses Contractor on site- expected completion date Nov 2023
Avondale Heights, Approval received for funding from Department,i Contractor about to be
Rathdrum i 3 houses appointed for the scheme.

Barndarrig Group Housing scheme | Due to change in the family circumstances i new site selection is being
for 3 houses investigated

Fire safety annual checks on Halting sites for 2022 has been carried out and the 2023 will commence in September 2023.

Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency Fabric Upgrade Phase 2

All 71 properties given approval for energy efficiency fabric upgrade works in 2022 have been completed. Surveying of the
houses identified for 2023 Programme is substantially completed and approx 35 have commenced on site.

13
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Ukrainian Response

1 As of 26th July the numbers of Ukrainians Displaced Persons in emergency type accommodation is 1,506 (although
we know that there are considerably more in the County)

This number is broken down as follows 1

1 Arklow MD 235 No.
1 Baltinglass MD 344 No.
1 Bray MD 636 No.
1 Greystones MD 137 No.
1 Wicklow MD 154 No.

1 WCC are currently assessing all Displaced Ukrainians persons in the County in order to identify their accommodation
needs as well linking them in with all the relevant services and supports within the community.

1 WCC are working through a list of pledged properties within the County and matching families accordingly. As of the
26" July we will have housed 228 number displaced Ukrainian people into pledged stand-alone Offer a Home
properties
Larger buildings and vacant units are also being identified and explored as potential options for medium to long term
accommodation.

1 The Community Response Forum continues to meet on a monthly basis.

14
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2. Community

County Wicklow Age Friendly Programme

Walkability Audit - Aughrim

As part of the work plan for this year, under the County Wicklow Age Friendly Strategy 2023-2027, a Walkability Audit in
Aughrim is scheduled to be carried out on 20t July 2023.

The Walkability Audit will be co-ordinated by the Age Friendly Ireland Regional Manager South East ( Alice Corbett ) and
the County Wicklow Age Friendly Programme Manager (Clodagh Whelan), who will brief the participants in advance,
using the NTA Universal Design Walkability Audit Toolkit.

A diverse group of local community participants, with a mix of abilities and disabilities, have been invited by Kunstverein,
Aughrim, Tidy Towns and Active Retirement Group representatives.

Municipal District representatives, Elected representatives and Garda representatives have also been invited to
participate.

Census 2022 Preliminary Results -County Wi ckl owés Age Profile of over 55s

Central Statistics Office has published preliminary results for Census 2022. This provides data on population by year of
birth.

In County Wicklow, 2,344 people were identified as 85yrs and over, accounting for 1.5% of the population. A total of 23,661
people were 65 and over, accounting for 15.18% of the total population of 155,851. While 42,288 people were 55 and over,
representing 27.13% of the population of the county.

Based on these figures the population of the county aged 65 and over is expect to increase by almost 80 % over the next
decade. This will have consequent effect on demand for services to support the needs of older people. It also raises the
importance of investment in health and wellbeing educational programmes for the over 55s and the Healthy Age Friendly
Home Programme.

Further details below:

Census Preliminary Results 2022

Population Males Females
Co. Wicklow 155851 76564 79287 % of Tot

Population Males Females Population Males Females
55 and over 42288 20297 21991 27.13% 26.51% 27.74%
60 and over 32361 15456 16905 20.76%  20.19%  21.32%
65 and over 23661 11189 12472 15.18% 14.61% 15.73%
70 and over 16384 7665 8719 10.51% 10.01% 11.00%
75 and over 10120 4612 5508 6.49% 6.02% 6.95%
80 and over 5237 2238 2999 3.36% 2.92% 3.78%
85 and over 2344 902 1442 1.50% 1.18% 1.82%

Males Females

55 and over 42288 48.00% 52.00%
60 and over 32361 47.76% 52.24%
65 and over 23661 47.29% 52.71%
70 and over 16384  46.78% 53.22%
75 and over 10120 45.57% 54.43%
80 and over 5237 42.73% 57.27%
85 and over 2344 38.48% 61.52%

15


https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Universal-Design-Walkability-Audit-Tool-V1.pdf

\lJLY2023 Wil CK L O W

Source: https://data.cso.ie/

Community Recognition Fund

The list of successful applicants under the Community Fund has been released by the Department of Rural and
Community Development.

Wi ckl ow County Council is to receive a total of 01.6m from

The funding is specifically targeted at projects that are located in communities, towns and villages which are hosting the
Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection and/or I nternational
for the rapid build homes programme. It aims to support the development of facilities that will be used in the future by all
members of the community.

Among the projects that will be supported are:

The refurbishment of local sports clubs and facilities

The upgrade of community facilities such as play areas, walkways, parks and community gardens

The purchase of equipment to benefit local clubs, festivals, music and arts organisations

The enhancement of school or parish facilities that are open to the wider community after hours or on weekends
Transport infrastructure such as community vehicles and bus shelters

> > D> D>

The funding will be drawn down over 2023 and 2024 with projects being delivered by the local authorities in conjunction
with community organisations.

Town Project

Bray Community Centre

Baltinglass Community Park

Bray Parish Centre

Wicklow Town Wicklow Town Place making Project
Arklow Playing pitch and Associated Works
Rathdrum Community Park

Greystones Community Park

Community Support Fund under the Community Enhancement Programme 2022

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister of State with responsibility for
Community Development and Charities, Jo sful@dd&tsin€E€nWidkbdbw r ecen
under the 2022 Community Support Fund, the amount of which

0100, 000 of thi$ehupdi sgewaéicahffy to support Womenbs Shed
groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, with their energy bills, as well as with improvements to their facilities.

The Community Support Fund is a once off fund provided by the Department of Rural and Community Development and
administered by Local Community Development Committees, with support from the Local Authority, in each area.

16
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Applicants will be notified directly by CCSD and arrangements made to pay the successful applicants in accordance with
the terms of the fund.

Pride of Place 2023

The Judgeds p@peeation fretand, Pride of Pl@dae Competition 2023 is scheduled to visit Co. Wicklow in
September 2023. The four entries will have an opportunity to make a presentation to the judges and showcase the
wonderful work being undertaken in their communities.

2023 Nominations:

ENTRY CATEGORY
Greystones Tidy Towns Creative Place Initiative
ReWild Wicklow Climate Action and Biodiversity
Hollywood Village Population - 0-500
Avoca Village Population - 500-1500

Blessington EGreenway

Planning documents were submitted to An Bord Pleanéla under Section 177AE of the Planning and Development Act,
with a deadline of 4th March 2022.

On 16th of March 2023, WCC received a request for further information (RFI) from An Bord Pleanéla. The Board had sought
a response to this RFI request, by the 8th June 2023. However, due to the significant information sought by ABP, an
extension to the 29th January 2024 was granted by ABP.

WCC staff, in conjunction with Aecom, the consultants, are preparing a full comprehensive response to this RFI to meet this
new deadline.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS)

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) supports the development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure
and the necessary repair, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor recreation infrastructure in countryside areas
across Ireland. The Scheme i s funded under fAOur Rur al Futured which
tourism sector as part of a long-term vision for a vibrant and sustainable rural Ireland.

I'n |ine with AEmMbraci ng feareatiornis defired a® adivitiesothatstake placeuin the matural
environment, such as walking, canoeing, mountain biking, orienteering and wild swimming.

The call for 2023 funding applications has been announced.

Measure Application Deadline Approval Date Timeline for Project
Date (Indicative) Completion

Measure 1 5:15 p.m. on 5th Qtr. 1 2024 18 months
September

Measure 2 5:15 p.m. on 27th Qtr. 1 2024 24 months
October

17
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Measure 3

Project Development
Measure

Wil CK L O W

5:15 p.m. on 27th Qtr. 12024 24 months
October
5:15 p.m. on 28th July September 2023 18 months

The table below is a list of current projects which are being progressed and were funded under the ORIS funding stream.

ORIS Project

Present Position

North Wicklow Trails

The Vartry Reservoir section is close to completion and an Official Opening will be
take place in the near future.

Avonmore Way,
Avondale

Trail segments linking the Avondale River to the Jubilee Loop and Avonmore Way
are now complete.

Stratford on Slaney

This project is completed with a hew connection to Stratford village

Clogherna Access

Works to improve surface and increase traffic safety is commencing at the end of
June at the Clogherna access to Baravore Bridge, Glenmalure. The project is
expected to be completed by the end of August.

Wicklow Blueway

1) Greystones - contractors are on site at Greystones South Beach to install a
boardwalk which will make the beach more accessible to all individuals including
those with varying degrees of ability. A Live Cam has been installed and will soon
be streaming the sea conditions in real time.

2) Research is underway to determine the possibility of enhancing amenities along
the coastline at Wicklow, Kilcoole and Bray.

3) Arklow - Bicycle stands, privacy screens for changing, planting, information
boards and cleaning of graffiti are some of the features of the plan in place for The
Cove, Arklow Rock and South Beach Arklow.

4) Brittas Bay - An upgrade of existing facilities is planned for Brittas Bay along
with new information boards in conjunction with the guidance of the Heritage
Officer.

Avonmore Kayak
Project

Plans are in place to improve of a number of access and egress points along the
Avonmore River and the fitting of railings and privacy screens at the Meetings of
The Waters in Avoca.

Kilmacanogue Nature
Trall

Work is in progress to enhance the links between Wicklow Uplands and the
Sugarloaf Way.

Cliff Walk Protection
Scheme

The project has been paused briefly to allow for finalising the purchase of third
party land.

Kilcoole Mass Path

Recently completed.

Lacken Mass Path

Recently completed.

Keadeen Access

Recently completed.

West Wicklow Access
Points

Recently completed.

Sugarloaf Repair

This project entails the manual pitching of stone at the Sugarloaf to create ascent
and decent points, work scheduled to commence soon.

Three Trout Route
Project Developments

Now at project design stage following the identification of two crossing points
connecting the stream with existing infrastructure.

Ballyboy Equestrian
Trail

Under way for resurfacing and improved access points.

Miner's Way

Under way for resurfacing and improved access points.

Glen Turn Cliff Walk

Work has commenced to improve trail surface.
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Red Kite Loop Wild
Play Area Avoca
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Play structures have been identified and design is currently under way.

Wicklow Uplands

This project entails the airlifting of materials to sensitive sites in the Wicklow

Uplands.

Russborough
Parklands and House
Trail

Itis planned to enhance the existing walking trails and install a cycle hub.

Glenmalure
Recreation Area

The project will include the upgrading of the existing trail, removal of damaged
boardwalk and replace with a sustainable surface.

Coolkenno Equestrian
Trail

The aim of this project is to construct an 8km equestrian trail and associated
access points.

Roundwood
Recreation Area

Development of the layout has commenced. The project will include the provision
of a bike hub, way-marking and promotion of Roundwood Recreation Area.

Community Centres Investment Fund 2023 1 New Builds Measure

In conjunction with the Dublin & Wicklow Mountain Rescue Team, Wicklow County Council has submitted an application
for funding for the construction of a purpose built multi-functional community centre, at Sraghmore, Anna Catrter,
Roundwood, Co. Wicklow. The facility would be open to the wider community and would cater for outdoor recreation,

education and rescue response. The application is currently with the Department of Rural and Community and
consi

Devel opment
Department.

for

County Wicklow Archives
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Finding Wicklow in the Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland

on.

The total cost of
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A great evening was had at Wicklow Library where Wicklow County Archives recently hosted the Virtual Treasury
Roadshow. This was a chance to see the history of Wicklow and its people through the lens of this exciting new online

resour ce.
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destruction and recovery. Brian Gurrin, Virtual Record Treasury Research Fellow, discussed Wicklow records in the
Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland and highlighted items of interest in the Wicklow County Archives collection.

In June 1922 the Public Record Office of Ireland was destroyed in the battle of the Four Courts, the opening engagement
of the Civil War. In a single afternoon seven centuries of Irish history went up in flames. The Virtual Record Treasury of
Ireland is an all-island and international research programme working to digitally reconstruct, as far as possible, these lost
archives. By tracking down copies and transcripts in libraries and archives around Ireland and overseas, tens of
thousands of documents relating to every corner of Ireland have been recovered, making them available online free of

charge.
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Roadshow to Wicklow, which is the first stop on its national tour. We are very proud that Wicklow County Archives is a
participating partner in this important project which has virtually reassembled the Irish archives lost in the fire of the Public
Records Office in 1922. Our County Archives has contributed digital versions of the Wicklow Grand Jury records to the
Virtual Record Treasury and | look forward to learning about the other Wicklow treasures restored and made available by

the Virtual

Ms Emer

Record
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the value of archives to everyone, having reassembled 700 years of Irish archives lost during the Civil War. Indeed,
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archival sources and especially local authority archives have featured strongly in Decade of Centenaries programmes,
which have brought local stories and experiences to life. We are very proud of the collections in our own Wicklow County

Archives and | ook forward to a continuing collaboration be
Wicklow Arts Office

Creative Places Baltinglass - Brain Health Village

O0Respondd and 6GI obal Brain Health Irelandd have been work
6Brain Health Villaged. Wi cklow Arts Off ipsmordettadlignthseakent | vy
with Creative Places Baltinglass.

The 6Brain Health Villageé is and innovative project and e

Global Brain Health Institute (University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) and Trinity College Dublin (TCD)). It aims to
examine the understanding of brain health and how it can be applied to housing design and to the provision and
development of sustainable communities. This approach inherently touches on social justice, equity, and creativity and
Wicklow Arts Office will now join as a member of this Local Stakeholder Group.

Creative Places Baltinglass Seed Funding Scheme

The Creative Places Baltinglass Seed Funding Scheme supports a range of projects that explore innovative ways to
increase engagement between people, arts, culture, heritage, climate action, biodiversity and creativity. The scheme was
put in place to support the delivery of the Creative Places Baltinglass and its aims.

The scheme was open to artists and local community arts, heritage, biodiversity and cultural groups based in Baltinglass.
The awarded projects must take place in, and benefit the residents of Baltinglass

A callout for applications was circulated on 10th May 2023. The deadline for receipt of applications was Friday 2nd June
2023. A total of 11 applications were received and 6 artists were selected and awarded funding by an independent panel.

Creative Places Baltinglass Coordinator

Monika Sapielak was recently appointed to the role of Creative Places Baltinglass Coordinator and joined the Wicklow
Arts Office team on Monday, 3rd July 2023.

Monika will be responsible for programme development and ensuring that there will be an ongoing mechanism of listening
and responding to the community and artists. The Creative Places Baltinglass programme is designed to celebrate the
natural heritage and beauty of the town and support social regeneration alongside wider infrastructural regeneration
plans.

Strategic Projects Awards Scheme 2024

The closing date for applications for the Strategic Projects Awards Scheme 2024 is Friday 11th August 2023 at 4pm. The
Scheme is open to artists, national resource organisations, individual curators, and / or artist collectives, applications
should focus on nurturing practice, enhancing connectivity, generating new perspectives and cultivating new voices within
County Wicklow.
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Healthy Ireland & Slaintecare

Slaintecare.

. ®
Healthy |'.° Health
) Yy
Wicklow ' Communities

Slaintecare Healthy Communities

Enhancement Fund Projects: Site visit in Ballywaltrim took place on 23 June with contractors for the installation of
calisthenics equipment and climbing boulders. All parties agreed that the two companies involved, Sole Sports and
Leisure Ltd and Spraoi Linn Ltd, will synchronise the work to minimise disruption to the site. Therefore, the work is due to
begin in the first week in August and will take a maximum of two weeks to complete. The installations will be officially
lanced in early September.

SEED Fund projects: The revisions to the 2022 seed fund projects have been approved by the Department of Health,
and we are still awaiting approval for the 2023 submissions. These are expected to be received shortly.

Ui2és Ment al H e aalnéwhstruCtorerhias been seeup by the early years services in Bray with a variety of
stakehol ders to |l ook specifically at U12d6ds mental health a
to respond. There is considerable potential that SHC will support initiatives through this structure using future seed

funding.

Period Poverty Project: products have been delivered to the FRCs, Community Centres, youth services and Intreo
Office in Bray. Products have also been delivered to 4 direct provision sites (Kippure Lodge, Baltinglass, the Esplanade
Hotel in Bray, and the Grand Hotel in Wicklow). The products have been very well received, in particular the addition of
the discrete dispensers which the services were delighted with. Already it is clear that the products are required and will
be used by the targeted communities.

Healthy Wicklow

Active Community Initiative

T

Irish Heart
Foundation

E Blood Pressure
Pulse Cherk Fpre}

i
eAchv'eWic?kliw Ry joart

1 A Walk and Talk programme is taking place every Thursday evening on the new walking track in Coolafancy
Community field.
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1 8 people attended a taster activator pole session which was ran in Carnew Mart on 6 July.

1 Healthy Wicklow and Wicklow Sports and Recreation Partnership collaborated with the Irish Heart Foundation
and arranged for the mobile bus to attend Carnew Mart on 13" July.

40 individuals availed of a free health check.

Healthy Ireland Round 4 Funding-u 70, 310. 18 was cr edi thduly whiah is 808ocef the tlealthy nt o n
Ireland Round 4 allocation for 2023.

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership

Over 250 people participated in the O6Run widadtfroR@Ayiddals er i es
house followed by a 5km run of the parkrun route.

D 8 .
! [ “eAc t’Wv‘.e.Wk;‘

'S

HER Wicklow Her Outdoors

HER Wicklow Her Outdoors Week is a week in which women are encouraged to participate in outdoor recreation and try
something new. This is a national campaign lead by Sport Ireland and delivered loally with the LSP. Wicklow will have a
national kick off event on Sunday the 12t of August, with the main week of activities running from 14 to 21st of August.
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Summer Activities for Direct Provision

U 5,000 has been invested into the delivery of sports equipment to IPAS centres and gaining access for residents to
summer camps, over 110 children have been included throughout Wicklow.

Inclusion Camps

A series of disability inclusion camps have been delivered throughout Wicklow in Powerscourt, Bray and Blessington.

Country Library Service

Ballywaltrim Library Capital Project

The proposed new library for Ballywaltrim was presented to Bray MD Clirs at their June meeting, where it was positively

received. The Part 8 process has now commenced. Wicklow County Council has submitted it for grant aid funding, ahead

of the June 16 deadline, asopammmef DREDési ki bparyxcampitealy
for a 5 year programme from 2023 7 2027. A national announcement of successful projects is due in September.

The proposal is for a library of 1,300+ sq. mtrs, over 2 stories, on the site of the current Ballywaltrim library and the
adjacent area (shown above). The ground floor will include books for loan, community room, art exhibition area and
separate adult and childrends | ibraries. The 8fladicated wofkfraanor w
home hubs. QS report foresees a total cost of circa 0u8.5m,

Summer Stars
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Wi ckl ow County Counci l Li brarybés Summer Stars readinal init
libraries indicate that children around the county are very busy reading and listening to books, in fact already we have
over 2,000 children signed up and enjoying regular visits to all libraries.

Shelton Abbey 50" Anniversary Open Day

On the 11t of July, our Mobile Library visited Shelton Abbey to help celebrate their 50th Anniversary Open Day. This
Open Prison is home to varying numbers of men who have almost served their sentences and are getting ready for their
re-entry to ordinary everyday life. There was a large turnout of all ages to support this event in the beautiful surroundings
of Shelton Abbey. The Mobile Library and staff were delighted to welcome hordes of children and adults to check out the
60l i brary on wh e e Injsyt storgitime and borow baoks!fPeople from all over the country attended and
many expressed surprise that they could return their library books at any library across the country. Broadcaster and
Journalist, Charlie Bird who recently was conferred with the Freedom of County Wicklow paid a very special visit to meet
everyone; he shook a lot of hands and delivered some heartfelt words.

Pictured here is Karen, our Mobile Librarian with Charlie in the foyer of Shelton Abbey as well as one of the many
creations made by children in attendance.

Ballywaltrim Library Activities

'vj\ o e
e S g

S Summertime

: Arts and Crafts
Acrylic Pouring Art Workshop Ballywaltrim Library

. . . 3pm :\
with Nicola Sedgwick Friday July 215t oy, %6t
» T el
This is a workshop for adults
Ballywaltrim Library V4 7y
satu rda‘y zznd J u ly s Book your p\a;:u at the desk at Ballywaltrim or
B 2.30-4.30pm ) = evien
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Ballywaltrim Library is planning a great summer of activities for children and adults. Featured activities include storytime
every Tuesday and Saturday at 11.30, Tummy Time for tiny babies and their adults, and a Bumper Tovertaffel Family
session. Extra programmed events include a Summer Arts and Craft workshop for children and a poured paint workshop
for adults.

Cross-stitching at Wicklow Town Library

Wicklow Town Library began a fantastic 4-week 'beginner' cross-stitching workshop on Tuesday the 11th of July from
10.30 am.

Participants will complete a Teddy Bear design and gain helpful tips and tricks to be able to continue this hobby at home.
Workshops are suitable for ages 14 plus!

Teddy Bear
m, Cross Stitching
Workshop

= Tuesday 11th July - 10:30-11:30 am
o Tuesday 18th July - 10:30-11:30 am
> ™ Tuesday 25th July - 10:30-11:30 am |
TO PARTICIPATE OR SIGN-UP TO ATTEND A ‘ Tuesday 1st August - 10:30-11:30 am gty
PLERSE ASK AT THE DESK ~ PHONE 0404-67025 | — e S 8
R EMANL MICKLIEORICII OWCOCO.E s T e :llh‘nd.nl,ufl 040447028, ot lrvlul1wnfhnnp‘:n<|flowmco».( VoA

Cosplay Pageant at Wicklow Town Library

Creative Teens in Wicklow Town library have been meeting regularly and putting their hearts and souls into crafting
extraordinary costumes in preparation for the upcoming Pageant at the Library. Prepare to be dazzled by their work which
will include exceptional costumes featuring just about anything i could be superheroes, princesses, fierce warriors or
mythical creatures, their imagination know no bounds. Cosplay is not just about the costumes; it's also a journey into
makeup artistry and participants will have brushed up on their public speaking skills to introduce their character and talk
about their costume.

Wildlife lllustration Workshops

As part of summer Stars across a number of Wicklow libraries in July, Wicklow County Council Libraries invited young
nature enthusiasts and budding artists (aged between 6 and 10 years) to unleash their creativity at one of the libraries
taking part. Participants learned fascinating facts about hedgehogs and their habitats, and embarked on a unique artistic

journey guided by experienced illustrator Aga Grandowicz.
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E ILLUSTRATION
andowi
! lowicz
I e For children 6 - 10 years ::,
Q ﬂl

Arklow Library Dogs Trust Storytime

Arkl ow Library was delighted t o®dfaulyo hdststgritime. Thera was lotsdffsii t o n
and frolics as well as dog safety messages for children aged 51 10 years.

AN & :‘,ﬂ

' g o
b, 4l

Arkl ow Writerdéds Group Book Launch

Talented authors and poets from the Arklow-b ased wr i ting group 6The Wr it er kibrdRjo o mo
have published a new collection of works entitled O6GIi mpse

Launched in Arkl ow Li bGai ynp evasaTeasefer dngone whd lovesya gadbd story and features
a collection of new short stories and poems composed by members of the writing group.

Letds Play Outdoor Games packs for |l oan at each Library

Wicklow County Council i in conjunction with Healthy Wicklow, Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership, Slaintecare
Healthy Communities, and Wicklow County Council Library Service 1 is delighted to announce the imminent availability of
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Outdoor Games for borrowing at WatadHitiontw@noutdoar birthday parysr. piciich e s e
or indeed any outside instance where children are coming together and require some extra activities to build the

atmosphere. The packs include beloved classics such as Snake and Ladders, Jamanga Towers, Sports Day Set,

Horseshoe Pitching Game, and Big Fish Small Fish Game.

Letédés Play took place on Wednesday 28th June at Ballywaltr
packs which will be made available soon at local libraries. Other sessions took place adjacent to Dunlavin, Rathdrum and
Greystones Libraries.

Baltinglass Library Summer Activities

Baltinglass Library is planning plenty of extra Summer activities commencing mid-July. Programming consists of events
for children and adults. The town has become home to a new community from varying parts of the world and the Library
wishes to extend a warm welcome to all. With this in mind, one of the first items to be organised is an English
Conversation group in the Library on Tuesday evenings from 6.30 pm i currently the library is seeking the support of
adults from Baltinglass and the surrounding area who may be like to lend a hand by coming along and simply engaging in
a chat with other adults who are learning English as a second language. There will be no requirement for teaching, this is
an opportunity to meet new people, relax and have a conversation.

Childrends acti vit i edcraftd, stary times ant filndsePlease fgliov WicklovaCGotinty &ilorary on
Facebook and Instagram to keep up with scheduled events.

Baltinglass Library
Storytime
Saturdays at 11am

FRIDAY, 14TH JULY
@ 3PM

BALTINGLASS
LIBRARY

/IS \J D
: With professional
English as a Second Language actor Alctor alin

Conversation Group Carmel Stephens

Baltinglass Library

. k) Tuesday evenings at e ‘ﬁﬁ@ ‘u Children 8+
6.30 pm wicetow = 0
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Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme (SICAP):

SICAP 2023 Mid-Year Review- Wicklow LCDC and Pobal have now reviewed all information submitted and have found
KPIs and targets sufficiently progressed and budget spend largely in line with expectations. Once any issues arising are
fully resolved, the reports will be fully approved by the LCDC and the next instalment of funding will be released to both
Partnerships.

Co. Wicklow Public Participation Network (PPN):

Consultations: Wicklow Climate Action Plan, EU Restore Nature Bill, National Philanthropy Policy, Freedom to Advocate
Survey, National Waste Management Pl an, Wi cklow CYPSC County Plan, Wic
Residential Rental Sector Review, Climate Conversations, Festivals, Audiences & the Digital Experience Survey.

Training Opportunities: Cavan PPN Climate Change Training, Hi Digital Training & Digital Champions, The Wheel Grant
Writing Tips.

Funding Opportunities/Competitions: Bray MD Pilot Community Space Enhancement Scheme, Supervalu Tidy Towns

Waters & Communities Special Award, Creative Youth Nurture Fund, International Charity Bazaar, Outdoor Recreation

I nfrastructure Scheme, CLCR Programme, Al B Community G1m f
Insurance Launch Movement for Good, WCC Tidy Towns Estates & Sustainable Development Awards, Circular Economy

Fund, Meet & Code, Community Centres Investment Fund i New Builds Measure, Water Heritage Day Grant Scheme,

LGBTI+ Community Services Funding, WCC Arts Office 2024 Strategic Projects Awards Scheme.

Please see www.countywicklowppn.ie and Wicklow PPN social media channels for further information on above and
more.
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Economic Development, Planning, and Infrastructure
1. Economic Development

Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP)

LECP 20237 2029

The Local Economic and Community Plan 2023 1 2029 (LECP) is in the final stages of completion. The purpose of the
LECP is to set out for a six-year period the objectives and actions needed to promote and support the economic
development and the local and community development of County Wicklow both by itself directly and in partnership with

other economic and community development stakeholders.

The LECP will be developed in two sections to allow for flexibility and adaptability:
1) Strategy, with the high level goals and objectives for a period of six years

2) Implementation Plan, with actions, for a period of two years ( renewed every two years)

The Economic and Enterprise Development SPC has the remit for the development of the economic element of the LECP
and has held a number of meetings and workshops to achieve this. The LCDC has the remit for the development of the
community element of the LECP. The Advisory group will oversee the process.

The LECP is developed from three main elements (i) data and evidence from the socio-economic profile of the county (ii)
consultation (iii) national and local strategies, policies and plans. From this five main themes emerged and have been

agreed. The objectives and actions are being finalised under these integrated themes:

Health, Resilience and Well-being
Enterprise, Innovation and Creativity
Climate Action

A Connected County

Equality, Diversity and Just Transition

= =4 -8 -8 -8

The LECP Strategy Framework is completed and was signed off by the LCDC for sign off on 24th May, followed by the
EDES SPC. The plan has been presented to the 5 MDs. It will now be presented to EMRA (to ensure it complies with the
RSES) i then to full council meeting.

The Implementation Plan is being developed at present.

Following the last round of consultation with the LCDC a number of further indicators were requested. They are being

added to the socio-economic profile at present.
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It will now have an extensive new section on data regarding Environment and Agriculture and further detail on HAP,
Incomes, Homelessness and Social Housing. The SCOT analysis has also been updated following feedback form the
LCDC and PPN re environment, agriculture, just transition, migration.

This data will also benefit the Local Authority Climate Action Plan and the CWP LEADER Strategy.

Town Teams

There are four Town Teams in the County, with one under establishment in Bray. Meetings have been held with the town
Team Chairs and the MD Administrators to gain background information on the Town Teams, their expectations, issues,
composition and work at present. Meetings have been held with the Town Teams in Blessington, Wicklow and Greystones
with one planned for Arklow at the end of July. The focus for the near future will be on governance and capacity building
for the members.

Blessington Town Centre First Masterplan

Blessington is a pathfinder town. It is the first to receive funding for a Town Centre First Masterplan. The tender process
for consultants to develop the plan is underway. The Town Centre First Masterplan is expected to be a very thorough and
comprehensive study of Blessington Town Centre which will identify potential projects for regeneration.

Arklow Town Team

Arklow Pottery Website Project i The Town Team are delighted to have received additional funding for the Arklow
Pottery Website. The funds from The Heritage Council will cover an audio series and we'll be working with The Treasure
Vox. The Town Team are currently looking for participants who wish to have their stories recorded. The Town Team will
also be getting more photography done to add to the patterns database and making improvements to the accessibility of

the website for all users.

Medieval Abbey Lane Project i The Town Team in partnership with the 402 Art Collective were also delighted to receive

support for funding through the Creative Wicklow Grant Scheme 2023. Work is on-going to design a mural for the area.

Flower Basket Scheme i The Town Team appreciate the support from all the traders and sponsors of the scheme. The

baskets bring some added colour to the Main Street.

Greystones Town Team

The weekly Harbour Market at the Plaza continues every Sunday for the Summer season. It is organised by Greystones
Tidy Town Committee.

The inaugural Wicklow Pride Parade took place in Wicklow Town on 15t July and was supported by the attendance of
Greystones Town Team Chair and members of the committee.
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Preparations are uaodienwhhefBarkhofi®vent for toddlers and
Town Team, to be held on 12" August in Burnaby Park.

Wicklow Town Team

The Greenway Feasibility Study is underway for completion in 2024. With environmental consideration to the fore and
regard to the sensitivity nature of the area the Consultants are looking at possible route options in consultation with
landowners, Irish Rail, Birdwatch Ireland and NPWS. There will be further public consultation as the detailed route is

developed.

The call for artists for The Wicklow Murals T Connectivity Project has been put out and the shortlist will be provided to the
working team for selection. It is planned that community engagement workshops will be held locally in the coming weeks
to help develop the brief and engage the local community. There will also be ongoing engagement with the owners of the

premises where the murals will be painted on.

Rural and Urban Regeneration Development Fund Grant Applications

y O

Blessingtonhashbe en awar ded just over Ulm funding under t heThiRwlr al

be used for a major regeneration of Blessington Town Centre and related projects. It will be utilised for the regeneration
of Blessington Town Centre, the development of plans for public realm works, the redevelopment of a derelict property to
create an eHub and a Visitor Centre for the forthcoming Blessington Lakes eGreenway. This strategic funding along with
the planned completion of the Blessington Inner Relief Road and the funding for the Blessington Lakes eGreenway will
hel p achieve Wi ckIl owter@wisiam foryBlessimgion and énbasce Blessington as a place to

visit. Combined with the proposals for developing a Masterplan for Blessington, this project will add to the quality of life of
the entire community by optimising digital connectivity, supporting employment and skills and enhancing the public

reeAmin | ine with the objectives that undemegpolicy.® Our Rur al
The costings for Baltinglass Gateway to Southwest Wicklow have come in over budget on both the public realm and the
Courthouse refurbishment. The proposals have been revised and the revised works are due to begin Q3 2023. Works on

the public park and playground are well underway.

Newtownmountkennedy RRDF project is a Category 2 project, which involves the design of plans to bring the project to

0shovel readyd status and submission to Cat egdorguisidns RRDF .

necessary to the public realm, due to contested issues regarding the design of the public realm. Following the necessary

revisions, it is hoped that agreement will be reached, the plans will be signed off and submitted for Category 1 funding.
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URDF: Urban Regeneration Development Fund i Call 3

Arklow and Wicklow URDF projects completed. Following a meeting with the URDF Team, Bray Public Transport Bridge

is under review.

The Urban Regeneration Development Fund County announcedr ecent |l y t hat Wickl ow will
end long term vacancy and dereliction in the towns of Wicklow and Arklow. The fund is available to local authorities for
towns and cities eligible for the Urban Regeneration Development Fund (URDF) and was established to support more
compact and sustainable development of urban centres. It will complement several existing schemes that tackle vacancy

and dereliction.

The aim of this particular fund is to address vacancy and dereliction, thus promoting vibrant communities. The fund will be
administered through the Wicklow County Council Town Regeneration Office and covers the entire cost of acquiring

suitable properties identified within Arklow and Wicklow towns which can then be purchased and developed.

Tourism

Tourism Strategy and Marketing Plan 2018-2022
The current strategy sets out a number of challenging but achievable priorities along with a series of detailed actions to be

implemented over the lifetime of the strategy.

The Key Priorities are:

Develop New Accommodation
Develop Key Towns as Visitor Hubs
Develop a Masterplan for Glendalough

Grow Thematic Experiences

o M wbd e

Market our County by Developing A Common Narrative

Tender documents have been published seeking consultants to develop a new Tourism Strategy to replace the current

strategy. The tender is expected to be awarded by the end of August.

Wicklow Tourism continues to promote County Wicklow as a place to visit and stay, utilising their visitwicklow.ie website

and social media channels, including:

1  EcoTrail Wicklow running festival has secured the support of Failte Ireland for the next edition of EcoTrail

Wicklow set to take place from the 28th to the 30th of September. After three editions, EcoTrail Wicklow is growing
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from strength to strength attracting participants from 40 different nationalities as far as Singapore, South Africa, or
Mexico

1  EcoTrail Promotion in Snowdonia:
With the support of Failte Ireland, Wicklow Tourism organised to have a stand at Snowdonia Trail Marathon in Wales
over the weekend of the 8hand 9o f Jul vy . The popul ar race has proven
event to the Welsh and UK trail running community.

§§  Top Outdoor Activities
Promoting County Wicklow as an unforgettable outdoor family adventure, from walks in nature to thrilling water
sports, and beach fun to mountain biking opportunities.

% Wicklow Tourism has created a series of A4 posters with QR code to advise visitors of the many things to do and

experience in Wicklow:

Top Wicklow Attractions
Wicklow Outdoor Activities
Rainy Days in Wicklow

Things to see and do in Arklow, Bray, Wicklow Town

= =4 -4 A -2

Wicklow Passport Itineraries

Wicklow County Campus Masterplan

The Wicklow County Campus Masterplan will focus on developing Wicklow County Campus as a Centre of Excellence in
Enterprise, Education, and Innovation in County Wicklow. Wicklow County Council will use the Masterplan to act as a

catalyst for economic development in the county and attract investment and further development.

The project team consists of MOLA Architects as project leader, supported by a team consisting of a Transport Engineer,
Landscape Architect, Ecologist, and a Quantity Surveyor.

Stage 11 Data Collection and Analysis has completed, and the project is now nearing the end of Stage 2, with options
presented to the Economic Development and Enterprise Support team for consideration. The project is expected to be
complete towards the end of Q3 of 2023.

Abbey Grounds, Wicklow

Following site investigations some redesign of the development site was necessary. This is ongoing and is expected to
go to tender in the coming weeks. Failte Ireland as a key stakeholder has been made aware of this and accordingly has
agreed an extension of the funding.
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Glendalough Masterplan and Wicklow Visitor Orientation Study

The revised Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is due for completion by end of June, with the Minister being notified under
Regulation 42 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011). The
Department will now have a second period in which they can respond to the revised NIS. This process normally takes

about 6 weeks.

In parallel with work on the NIS and Environmental report the masterplan team have also created some proposals
concerning the implementation stage. A MOU has been drafted outlining how the masterplan partners could work together

in the delivery of the masterplan.

Bray Harbour Improvements

A presentation was made to the department responsible for URDF funding for the project, which outlined the outcome of
the feasibility study. Feedback was favourable and approval is awaited to confirm progress to tendering for consultants. In
anticipation, it is intended to prepare tender documents over the next two months. It is planned to fence off an area
identified in the feasibility report that could be used to facilitate the relocation of existing or accommodate additional
marine uses in the harbour. A meeting took place on the 29t June with the Bray Users to provide an update on the status

of the scheme.

Special Projects

Wicklow County Council Economic Development Unit are progressing the acquisition of Enterprise Space in Greystones
from Cairn. A call for funding from Enterprise Ireland to support this project is expected and an application is being

prepared.

A tender has been awarded to Savills to take approx. 4.7 acres on the Mill Road, Greystones to market and seek
proposals to include a hotel, some residential, and possibly some retail/office space. The project is on hold pending PRA

confirmation of site registration.

Offshore Renewable Energy

The area of offshore renewable energy is rapidly evolving. Due to the number of projects proposed off the coast of
Wicklow it is important that the County engages with the process to enable the community of Wicklow to benefit from the

opportunities arising while mitigating against any likely impacts that any offshore renewable project will have.

Wicklow County Council is working with a business working in the Offshore Renewable Energy Sector, chamber
representatives and representatives from the education sector SETU to establish an offshore renewable energy network

aimed at addressing 3 key issues
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1 Ports
M Education and Skills
1 Supply Chain

Representatives from some of the energy suppliers have been engaging with Wicklow County Council since the ORESS

auction.

Skills Taskforce for County Wicklow

The Skills Taskforce has members from Wicklow County Council, the Training and Development sectors, as well as
members representing the Film, Food and Renewables sectors.

The contract for a Skills Audit and Strategy was awarded to KPMG Ireland, who presented to the Council in July, outlining
the project plan and timelines.

This project is currently undertaking now in public consul
radio and social media, to seek employer, employee, and educati on provi der 6s views on what
exist in County Wicklow.

Food and Beverage Strategy

Wicklow County Council appointed James Burke Associates (JBA) to carry out a review of The Wicklow Food and
Beverage Strategy 2019-2021 and to develop an Action Plan going forward. The new Plan will build on the original Plan
but will also focus on Climate Action and development of the Food Incubation Hub and on Food Poverty, to review
progress on original goals and actions and to agree steps to final action plan. A draft review has been submitted and will
be reviewed by Wicklow Naturally and put before the members of Wicklow County Council in Q3 of 2023.

Some of the activities Wicklow Naturally have been involved with:

1 Participat eubalti nTassnde madade a presentation about Wickl ow

f Nevin Maguire is coming to Wicklow in October. Wi ckl ow
that | ocal i ngredients andduecxtpieorni emiclels satraey pirno nGCootuendt.y WA Tr
Naturally member hot el

T Wicklow Natur-atl ltyhe rfoooltewli ng event s; Bl oom in the Park

Beyond the Pale music festivdls,afdrtiwvédi Shi Wi t kdowWiNak luo a
out as prizes.

Regional Enterprise Innovation Scoping Scheme (REISS)

A Priming Grant of 0199,600 has been awarded to Clermont E

Enterprise Innovation Scoping Scheme (REISS) for the provision of Architectural Design Services & Project Design
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Preparation (including Part VIII) for a Food Incubation Development Hub at Wicklow County Campus comprising regional
infrastructure of scale for agri-food and drinks SMEs including specialist food production units, co-working innovation
kitchens, and scaling and growth support services.

This funding will allow for plans to be primed for the full implementation of the Wicklow Naturally Food Incubation Centre.
It will enable the recruitment of a project manager to advance plans for the centre, retention of an architect led design and
multi-disciplinary team to prepare plans, appointment of a financial team to complete a business model and a financial

analysis review, and the launch of a promotional awareness campaign.

The Food Hub will facilitate the development of scalable, sustainable, and profitable food businesses across the mid-east
by providing the physical environment to choreograph opportunities for food entrepreneurs to interact with each other and
will support Wicklow food and drink companies to adjust, pivot, or reposition themselves to respond to new market
realities arising from Covid-19, Brexit, and other market changes, including climate change/sustainability, innovation, and
digital transition.
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Local Enterprise Office

Wil CK L O W

- Promotion of the enterprise message at local level.

- Working with the relevant stakeholders in the county to foster entrepreneurship.

- Delivering appropriate enterprise training and mentoring to entrepreneurs.

- Providing funding options to entrepreneurs, early-stage promoters, and viable businesses to
support growth and development of micro enterprises.

- Developing a progression pathway for clients to Enterprise Ireland

To foster an enterprise culture and stimulate enterprise at local level by:

Exporters

- Acting as a OFirst Stop Shopé for business
METRICS: Grants HISTORICAL TARGETS YEAR TO DATE
2022 2023 2023
Grants Approved (number/ value) -28/0748,180
- Measure 1 -8/ 012, 82 9-Meet Demand 15/ 0365, ¢
- Technical Assistance for Micro - Meet Demand 21/ U

NB: Ability to meet demand is influenced by the amo

unt of funding allocated to the LEO

*Criteria have been amended for this
metric

METRICS: g&ﬁ'(;‘i':g/ Capacity HISTORICAL TARGETS YEAR TO DATE
2022 2023 2023
Total number of participants at
Management Development  type 44 60 13
programmes.
Start Your Own Business Participant
numbers (included in total training| 84 /7 programmes 120 43
programmes)
Total No. of all Participants participating
in training Programmes (all programmes 653 1200 304
except SYOB and MDP)
Wom_en in Business Network Number of 8 20 15
Meetings
IZTRICEE [BUSINESS sl &) HISTORICAL TARGETS YEAR TO DATE
Mentoring
2022 2023 2023
Number of new clients added to
database 498 500 273
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Number of One-to-One Business Advice

meetings including Businesses 426 390 249
assigned a mentor
METRICS: Student Enterprise HISTORICAL TARGETS
Programmes
Academic Year 2021/2022 2022/2023 Year to Date 22-23
No. of Secondary Student Participants 900 1100 1138
METRICS: Irelands Best Young HISTORICAL TARGETS
Entrepreneur
Academic Year 2022 2023 Year to Date 2023

Number of Applications

Programme review

Programme review

Programme review

a MFI loan application through the LEO

Trading Online Voucher HISTORICAL TARGETS
No of Trading Online Vouchers 2022 2023 Year to Date 2023
approved
67 36
Total value: 38 (meet demand)
Trading Online Vouchers a 138, 4
Lz, Ereer e DigEl Siem T HISTORICAL TARGETS YEAR TO DATE
Micro Projects
2022 2023 2023
No. of Companies who have undertaken
a Lean for Micro Assessment by a Lean 11 15 9
Expert
No. of Companies who have undertaken
a Green for Micro Assessment by a 9 17 1
Green Expert
No. of Companies who have undertaken
a DigitalStart Assessment by a Digital - 6 0
Expert
Microfinance Ireland HISTORICAL TARGETS YEAR TO DATE
2022 2023 2023
No. of Companies who have submitted 15 11 5
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June 2023 Activities

1 Social media and LEO website updates are carried out several times a week to raise awareness and promote the
LEO supports.

1 Business Advice Clinics continue to run 3 days per week to provide advice to those individuals hoping to start a
business and to assist existing businesses grow and develop.

1 LEO Wicklow hosted a Roundtable meeting on the Gig Economy. In attendance were organising partners LEO Meath,
Mid East Skills Forum, Screen Ireland, The Screen Guilds, Film and TV Crew Academy and the financial institutions.
The objective for the event is to demonstrate the importance of the Gig Economy in an Irish and Global context and to
articulate the value and vibrancy of the I ri sHancBwakem@n Se
to the industry with the aim of starting a conversation with financial institutions and gain advice as to how those
working in the sector can better represent themselves and demonstrate their ability to pay / repay loans and /or track
savings.

1 1stJune: National Enterprise Awards at the Mansion House. WHC Labs are representing Co.Wicklow at this gala
event.

1 National Competition for the Student Enterprise Programme on 15th May at Croke Park.

Business Skills and IT skills Training Programme
The Spring/Summer Business and IT Skills training programme has been concluded and was a great success.

The Autumn/Winter Programme has been finalised and training is now available for booking on the LEO website.
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2. Planning

Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028

Healthy Placemaking, Climate Action and Economic Opportunity are the three overarching cross-cutting themes
that inform and shape all aspects of the plan. The plan also includes the Core Strategy and the Settlement Strategy for
the County. The plan also includes the Town Plans for the following settlements:- Baltinglass, Newtownmountkennedy,
Rathdrum, Ashford, Aughrim, Carnew, Dunlavin, Tinahely, Avoca, Donard, Newcastle, Roundwood, Shillelagh and
Laragh-Glendalough. The Wicklow County Development Plan 2022 i 2028 as altered is available to view here -
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/National-Regional-County-
Plans/Wicklow-County-Development-Plan-2022-2028/Stage-7

Local Area Plans

Wor k has commenced on t he pr e WiklamTownns RathnewbhGred&Eonase WeldadyP s

& Kilcooled aBledsington6. The team are at the data gathering and s
web portal for the pre-draft consultations. It is intended to start pre-draft plan public consultation for Wicklow Town &
Rathnew in July and the others in Q3/Q4 2023.

Consultants have been appointed to carry out the SEA and AA for these LAPs and they have commenced their preliminary

work. All other studies / assessments are intended at this time to be carried out in-house.

The current L Adetbatlenfieots, astwhlleastbe Atklow LAP and Bray MD LAP are available to view here
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/Local-Area-Town-Settlement-Plans

RZLT 1 Residential Zoned Land Tax

This is a new tax to activate vacant land for residential purposes, and which will in time replace the Vacant Site Levy, it
was enacted as a part of the Finance Act 2021, as referred to in Circular NRUP 06/2021 of 22 December 2021.

The aim of the tax is to activate and bring forward the development of housing on lands which are suitably zoned and
serviced, as indicated on maps that have been prepared and published by local authorities for their respective functional
areas. These maps were published on Wicklow County Councils website on 01 November 2022. The legislation also sets
out certain lands which are to be excluded from the scope of the tax. The tax measure is intended to encourage activation
of existing planning permissions on lands which are identified as being in scope and to incentivise owners of suitable

lands without planning permission to commence the process of engagement with Planning Authorities.

While residential zonings which include existing dwellings are to be included on the map(s), where connected or able to
be connected to services, permanently occupied residential premises which are liable for Local Property Tax will not be
liable for the tax.
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The Minister has issued guidelines under Section 28 of the PDA to provide guidance to planning authorities in the

preparation and publication of maps to identify lands in the scope for this new RZLT.

The 6éin scopebd ma pirem 0f eNovwember 202 o Dp Damuvary 2023, with submissions invited.
Advertisements were placed in local papers and on the local radio station as well as Wicklow County Council social media.
75 submissions were received and all submissions have been published on the Wicklow County Council website. All 75
submissions have been assessed and responded to, before 01 April 2023, with a determination letter as to whether the
lands in question are to remain in scope or be removed from the final map. Land owners had the option to appeal the
determination decision to ABP, with 18 appeals made in relation to RZLT sites in Wicklow. All queries on appeals should
be referred to ABP.

Supplemental RZLT maps were published on 01 June 2023, which include additional land identified as being in scope,
over and above the lands which has already been included on the draft maps. Wicklow County Council has NOT published
a supplemental map as no additional land met the criteria for inclusion in the supplemental maps.  The Final maps will
be published in December 2023.

More information can be found online at the following link https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Residential-

Zoned-Land-Tax

Heritage & Biodiversity Office

National Biodiversity Action Plan Funded projects

T Brittas Bay Biodiversity Project: (abrervatibry gPazifigamdd | n g
ecological monitoring) . New interpretive units due to be installed in coming weeks, community engagement
programme planned for Aug- October, invasive species control scheduled Oct-Dec.

f County Wicklow Hedgersdiwngurecgi wed., 0D&dbdmuah DO6Arcy
scheduled 5" July- End August. Final report due Q4.
Community Outreach Programme ut18, 830
Woodland Monitoring project (bats) t 7, 00 0 ; Project underway with Bat
Final report due Q4.

1 Wicklow Pond Restoration project ua20, 000

County Heritage Plan (CHP): Fundi ng al l ocation of 057,000 confirmed
actions in 2023:
1 Glendalough Community Excavation and outreach: Community (Volunteer) excavation scheduled for 8th- 18t
August to coincide with Heritage Week. Big Dig, talks and tours planned.

1 Wicklow Barn Owl Project: Monitoring of 60 nesting boxes taking place from May-Sept.
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1 Seasonal nature workshops ; Programme of events at East Coast Nature Reserve commencing on 22" July in
partnership with Birdwatch Ireland.
Support for Heritage and Biodiversity Plan reviews: Agreement from SMT to commence review.
Our Wicklow Heritage communications: Hosted ICAN National launch on 315t May. Public event on the Our
Wicklow Heritage Network of sites planned in Wicklow Library on 25t July.
1 Community Archaeologist Part Time post. De Faoite Archaeology engaged for 2023. Ongoing liaison with
community groups from March to Dec. GIS database created to document Early Medieval Church Sites and
Historic graves and headstones. Family friendly event hosted in Arklow for European Archaeology Days on
Sunday 18" J u n e ; 6Big Digdéb for children and t a brkAsklom nd di

Archaeology: Community Monuments Fund- CMF 2023 is co-ordinated on behalf of Wicklow County Council by the

Heritage Office. Applications received from private landowners, community groups, public authorities and other
custodians of archaeological heritage. Fi ve pr oj ects were approved for a total
Barracks U5, 000; Kil pipe Church and Graveyard u30,523; N
Graveyards 030,000; DerralosgeaertyatChuwr aill 23 r6db 9gr &AM dy prrdjierc

Built Heritage Capital Funds (Architecture): There are 19 Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) projects
underway in county Wi cklow (budget of (0101) and SE)- appr o

Crusher House, Barravore (streaml) 035,000 and Cronroe G

Development Management

Planning Applications

Total valid applications received To 30th June 2023
Received (Valid) 579

A total of 100 valid applications were received during June as follows:

Type of Development 30" June 2023 Number Received
Individual Houses 25 (23) refer to a rural house)
Housing Developments* 06

Agricultural Structures 03

Commercial 00

Other Developments** 66

Total 100

**Qther Developments include, Porch/Sunroom, Extensions, finger sign post, Well, change of use, Hoarding, relocation

of vehicular entrance, extend the appropriate period of permission, various amendments/modifications to previous
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planning permission, conversion, retention, boundary screen wall, attic conversion, reclamation of land, effluent

treatment system & percolation area.

Decisions issued in respect of applications in June 2023

Type of Development Number of Decisions
Housing Developments 01
Individual Houses 11

(5 refer to a rural house)

Other Developments 83
Other Developments Requiring EIA 01
Total 96

Decisions issued between January to June 2023, in comparison to the same period for 2022:

30/06/2022 31/06/2023
Total Number of decisions issued 531 513
Total Number of decisions to grant 450 421
% Grant Rate 85% 82%
No of applications withdrawn 12
(6 refer to rural house)

Applications Lodged with An Bord Pleanala

Strategic Housing Development

ABP-313229-22 1 Lands at Coolagad, Greystones (586 Units) Members Meeting 27/4, CE report forwarded 30/5

ABP-313314-22 i Lands at Fassaroe and Monastery, Bray (650 Units) Members Meeting 10/5, CE forwarded 07/06 1

ABP unable to determine within the 16 weeks statutory timeframe.

ABP-313442-22 7 Lands at the former Heiton Buckley site on Castle Street, Bray, (139 Units) Members Meeting 10/05,
CE report forwarded 22/06

ABP-314686-22 Lands at former Bray Golf Club Lands, Off Ravenswell Road and Dublin Road, Bray, Co. Dublin and
Co. Wicklow, (586 Units), Members meeting 4t October, CE report submitted 21/11
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Strategic Infrastructure Development

An Bord Pleanala has received an application for approval under section 182A(1) of the Planning and Development Act,
2000 as amended -ABP-310090-21- Proposed development will comprise the onshore grid infrastructure including
220kV export cable circuits and fibre optic cables, new 220kV GIS substation at Shelton Abbey and overhead line
connection and all associated ancillary works. In the townlands of Johnstown North, Johnstown South, Seabank,
Ballymoney, Killiniskyduff, Templerainy, Coolboy, Kilbride, Shelton Abbey, Ballyraine Lower and Ballyraine Middle, in
Co. Wicklow i approved with conditions 27/5

An Bord Pleanala has received an application for permission under section 37E of the Planning and Development Act,
2000 as amended -ABP-309991-21 - Development and operation of an inert landfill facility to backfill the existing quarry
to original ground level; progressive restoration of the backfilled quarry to longterm grassland/scrub habitat:
establishment and operation of a construction and demolition waste recovery facility; installation and operation of a soll
washing plant and all associates site works at Ballinclare and Carrigmore townlands, Kilbride, Co. Wicklow

An Bord Pleanala has received an application for proposed development primarily comprising of the provision of a new
110 KV substation with Gas Insulator Switchgear (GIS) technology and two 110kV underground transmission cables
(connecting to existing 220kV overhead lines to the northwest of the proposed substation) along with associated and
ancillary works at Bogland, Kish, Cooladangan, Ballintombay, Ballyroonaun and Ballynattin, Co. Wicklow i ABP

determined application without an oral hearing.

Substitute Consent

An Bord Pleanala has received an application for substitute consent for the remainder of the development on lands at
Ashford, Co. Wicklow - ABP-312283-21 refers.

An Bord Pleanala has received an application for substitute consent for development that consists of a sand/gravel
extraction pit including extraction areas, processing areas, stockpiling areas and ancillary works (circa 23.7 hectares).
The development also includes a sand/gravel washing/screening plant & buildings comprising workshop/machinery
shed, tools storage container, pump i house, 2 no. portable office buildings, 1 no. portable office/canteen/WC, Sand
processing plant electrical control room, 3 no. storage containers, sand processing plant electrical control room, 3 no.
storage containers, sand processing plant control cabin, bunded oil storage tanks, diesel generator container &
electrical substation (all totalling circa 376sqm) The application is accompanied by a remedial EIAR and remedial NIS.

Lands at Ballinabarney North & Bolagh Lower, Redcorss, Co. Wicklow.

E-Planning Project

The ePlanning system went live on 17" April 2023 with applications being submitted online almost immediately. Since

going live 42% of applications have been received online (314 received in total, 133 through eplanning & 181 hard copy) .
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There has been a mix of application types including One off houses, extensions, 26 apartments in Bray, 68 dwellings in
Rathnew, 7 new houses in Greystones, coastal defence works and commercial units, 12 residential apartments in Bra

and installation of an aircraft noise monitoring terminal at Roundwood,

Planning Enforcement

Enforcement
New Files 22
Advisory Letters 24
Warning Letters 11
Enforcement Notices 0
Legal Files 0
Closed 15

Short-Term Letting

Applications received for Registration in June 2023 2
Complaints received in June 2023 0
Warning Letters issued in June 2023 0
Enforcement Notices issued in April 2023 0
Legal proceedings in June 2023 0
Files under investigation as of 31/06/2023 57

Derelict Sites

Municipal District No sites on Register
Wicklow 1
Baltinglass 1

Vacant Site Levy

This programme is still ongoing as it will not be replaced by the RZLT until January 2024. All sites currently on the register
will be inspected in 2 0 2 3, and if they remain vacant
2022.

, wi | | be i ssuec
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Vacant Sites

Municipal District

No. of Sites on Register

Arklow

Baltinglass

Bray

Greystones

Wicklow

| M W | N

02 sites on appeal to ABP i Section 9 (Notice of Entry)

05 sites on appeal to ABP - Section 18 (Demand Levy)

Wil CK L O W
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3. Environment

Litter/Waste Management

Wil CK L O W

No. of Complaints Created 120
No. of Cases Closed, Resolved or Completed 211

No of Litter Fines Issued 14

No. of Waste Management Files Opened 5

No. of Warning Letters Issued 5

No of Abandoned Car Notices Issued 1

No. of Burning Applications Granted 0

No. of Temporary Signs Granted 1

No. of Notices Issued under Section 14 of the Waste Management Act 7

No. of Notices Issued under Section 18 of the Waste Management Act 0

No. of Notices Issued under Section 55 of the Waste Management Act 0

No. of Fixed Penalty Notices issued 0

No. of files prepared for Court and included in Court Lists 19

No. of Cases in Court under the Litter Pollution Act 2

No. of Cases in Court under the Waste Management Act 6
Income - Litter u475.
Income- Waste Management us5, 104
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Whitestown Remediation

The draft remediation plan has been presented to the court. A contractor has been appointed to carry out advance
works on the site. This entails the excavation and disposal of waste material, which lies in the vicinity of a pylon on the

site, and the work is being carried out while ESB Networks has the line de-energised.
Climate Action

EBike - An ebike rental scheme with Bolt was launched in Bray on 23 June, where a contract was signed for a 12

month pilot. 1100 KM were cycled in the first week in operation.

Stakeholder Engagement - During June stakeholder engagement was undertaken for the development of the Local

Authority Climate Action Plan. Internal stakeholder engagement was done with each directorate and with the municipal

district offices. External stakeholder engagement was undertaken with PPN social inclusion partners, the agricultural
community, the PPN envi r on mehe buainessa@aamdcunity@mdypauth.iConneetshé Datsi | | ar
worked with the Climate Action Team facilating the workshops. An online survey on the Wicklow consultation hub was

also use as part of the stakeholder engagement.

A series of sectoral workshops were organised by the CARO offices to facilitate sharing on experience on development
of sectoral actions for the Climate Action Plan.

Update on posts for the Climate Action Team
1 Community Climate Action Officer i commencing 315t July
9 Climate Action Coordinator i commenced
1 Climate Action Officer - commenced
1 Regional Energy Manager - commenced
1 Energy Officer i commenced
Mid-East Energy Unit

T MEEU-Ki ck off meeting with Kildare County Council és En
Action Co-ordinator
Progress meeting took place with Meath County Council on their energy review.
SEAI ISO 50001 - Wicklow County Council has signed up to the SEAI ISO 50001 Accelerator Programme, a
year-long programme which will allow the Council to apply for ISO 50001accreditation and hosted the last meeting
of the SEAI ISO 50001 Accelerator Programme. The energy office attended masterclass training in June (days 5
&6.)
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1 The Council is currently working with its energy partners CODEMA to develop a pipeline of projects to reach our
2030 targets and is also collaborating with OPW and ZEVI on delivering projects in Wicklow

1 Wicklow EV Chargers i The public electric vehicle chargers in Blessington and Bogmeadow Enniskerry are now
operational.

1 SEAIEV Trial- The SEAI EV trial has concluded. The trial was very successful with over 3,000km driven reducing
transport carbon emissions in Wicklow by 0.3tCO2 in 3 months.

1 SEAI Energy Awards i WCC submitted two applications into the SEAI Energy Awards (Mid-East Energy Unit &
Solar Car Park)

1 Arklow Flood Relief Scheme

The Request for Tender for a Consultant was published in June.

Environmental Awareness

Wicklow County Council Tidy Towns and Sustainable Development Awards were launched in June, with a significant
number of entries to date. The closing date has been extended until Sunday July 16%.

1 EAO is preparing a series of articles for the website relating to trees, in line with the promotion of WCC Tree
Management policy. The articles will include species profiles with links to local sites, a summary of tree and the
law, some information on ash dieback, and some recommendations for urban planting.

Pollution Control

Pollution Response & Investigation
1 6 Water pollution complaints received and investigated.
1 5 Water pollution complaints closed.
1 5 Noise pollution complaints received and investigated.
l

7 Noise pollution complaints closed.

Septic Tank Inspections - National Inspection Plan 2022-2026
1 1 Inspection Plan prepared
Inspections of domestic waste water treatment systems carried out.
0 Domestic waste water treatment systems found complaint.

1
1
1 0 Advisory notices were issued in respect of Domestic waste water treatment systems found non-complaint.
1 0 Verification inspections to confirm compliance with Advisory notices were carried out.

1

0 Public engagement activities were undertaken to promote awareness and improve compliance.

Licensed discharges to Waters
1 2 licensed discharges to water/ground were monitored and deemed satisfactory

1 6 licensed wastewater discharges to water/ground non-compliant and were required to take corrective action.
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Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants i Ambient Monitoring

1 8 River samples taken upstream and downstream of wastewater discharges of municipal wastewater treatment

plants.

Private Water Supplies

1 42 Private water supplies monitored deemed compliant with drinking water limits
1 10 Private water supplies deemed non-compliant and requested in writing to address microbiological/chemical

non- compliances.

Water Framework Directive National Monitoring Programme

1 2 Lakes monitored for checking compliance with environmental quality standards

1 45 Rivers monitored for compliance with environmental quality standards.

Water Framework Directive River Management Engagement and Investigations

1 1 Catchment engagement activities were undertaken.

Bathing Waters

1 20 Bathing Water samples taken i All Good or excellent.

EPA recently published the Bathing Water in Ireland 2022 Report.

1 The public are invited to give their opinions on bathing waters in popular use that they would like to see
designated (regulated) as official bathing waters in the 2024 season.

]

Well Grants

1 13 New Water Grant applications received
3 New Well granted
10 New Pumps granted

20 Water Treatment/Disinfection Equipment Units granted

=A =4 =4 =4

27 inspections in advance/completion of works

Petrol Vapour Recovery Regulations
1 0 Stage Il Petrol Vapour Recovery pump installation issued with certificate of testing.

1 9 Stage | Petrol Vapour Recovery underground tank applications assessed

Deco Paint Solvent Regulations
1 0 Vehicle refinisher installations issued with certificates of compliance.

1 0 Vehicle refinisher installations issued with reminder letters.
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Smokeless Coal Regulations

1 0 Wholesalers/distributors/retailers inspected.

Planning & Development

1 23 environmental reports on referred planning applications/consultations were completed concerning agricultural,
commercial and forestry development.

1 2 compliance checks on conditions relating to existing permissions

Control of Dogs - Dog Licenses - 255 reminders were sent out during this month, for licences which are due to expire

within a four week window. 306 licences were purchased in June, with 139 (or 45%) purchased on-line at Licences.ie.
Identification of Bathing Waters 2023

Wicklow County Council is asking people who swim at beaches, lakes and rivers to tell them if they think they should
maintain existing designated bathing waters designations or give a new official bathing area designation to areas that

are commonly used for swimming, but not identified at the moment.

If you are a regular swimmer and want to help your Council decide which bathing areas should be classified as such, it
might be helpful to consider the following:
A How your swimming area has been used up to now;

A How many people use the site;
A What facilities exist at the site and how accessible
A Any safety issues.

Advertisements were placed in the national newspapers, and on Wicklow County Council social media, requesting any
interested parties to apply. Closing date is 28" September 2023.

Avoca Mines Remediation Project

The Council is at the final stages of agreeing an SLA with the DECC to advance the Remediation of the Avoca Mines

project and is preparing tender documents for consultants, based on the draft SLA.

Grant

Arklow Harbour Available Project Update

Contractor appointed for supply and
Inner Harbour Arklow pontoon a200,| )

installation of pontoon.
South Quay Arklow Storage facilities ua325, Tender advertised

i Location has been selected at Memorial

Arklow Harbour welfare facilities 0100, 0 )

garden. Contractor has been appointed
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Project underway, main structure refurbished.

Wicklow Harbour Navigation aids us50, ) ]
New light and glass to be fitted.
Pontoon has been purchased. Awaiting
South Quay Wicklow Harbour pontoon 05 2, |(finalisation of Foreshore licence before
installation can take place.
North Quay, Wicklow - additional quay i120. 0 Tender award on hold until lease agreed with
u )
space Conways
Concrete replacement works completed on
Wicklow Harbour - concrete works U150, | Packet pier. Repairs to take place to North
Pier after summer season.
Location has been selected beside steps to
Wicklow - welfare facilities G100, |the beach at harbour office. Contractor has
been appointed
Wicklow Harbour i Cargo Movements
Single Double
Month / Year Ships (Import or | (Import & | Transactions Imports | Exports
Export) Export)
Jan-23 7 4 3 10 7 3
Feb-23 9 6 3 12 7 5
Mar-23 7 5 2 9 6 3
Apr-23 7 6 1 8 6 2
May 23 7 5 2 9 6 3
June 23 5 4 1 6 4 2a
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Transportation, Water & Emergency Services
1. Transportation

Public lighting

For your information below is a comparison on the number of outstanding faults. Please find attached the latest update
on the outstanding public faults. The total number of faults currently outstanding stands at 2401 1.57% of total stock of
15,243. Please note that some of these faults are dependent on ESB attendance and co-operation.

Status ARKLOW [ BALTINGLASS | BRAY | GREYSTONES | WICKLOW | Grand
MD MD MD MD MD Total

Access Issues 2 1 5 1 1 10

(Attended)

Cable Fault 1 1 7 4 13

(Attended)

ESB Interface 1 4 13 9 3 30

Required

ESB Required 8 10 10 8 7 43

(Attended)

Knock Down 0

(Attended)

Materials 1 1 2 1 5

Required

No Supply 1 1 1 1 2 6

On Hold 2 10 3 15

Submitted 10 32 36 9 12 99

TMR 6 2 3 3 14

Tree Cutting 1 2 2 5

Required

Grand Total 33 54 89 29 35 240

Percentage Not 1.10% 2.23% 2.66% 1.03% 0.95% 1.57%

Working

Date 19/06/2023 | 26/06/2023 | 03/07/2023 | 10/07/2023 | 17/07/2023

Access Issues (Attended) 10 10 10 10 10

Cable Fault (Attended) 13 13 12 12 13

ESB Interface Required 30 30 30 30 30

ESB Required (Attended) 44 45 42 43 43

Knock Down (Attended) 0 0 0 0 0

Materials Required 5 5 5 5 5

No Supply 6 6 6 6 6
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