
WICKLOW COUNTY ARCHIVES - RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS 
Leaving Certificate History RSR

As part of our outreach activities, Wicklow 
County Archives, with support from the 
Heritage Council, have developed a resource 
pack, for teachers and students, on the 
Leaving Certificate History Research 
Study Report (RSR).  The pack is designed 
to support both teachers and students as 
they undertake work on the RSR project.

The resource pack is made up of six 
elements: A guide to Wicklow County 
Archives, Student and Teacher guides to 
the RSR, a guide on How to do Historical 
Research, in PowerPoint and PDF format 
and a series of RSR Worksheets, for students 
to record their activities and findings. All are 
available free to download from the Archives 
website (see back page).

Undertaking the  
History RSR

We hope that these support and guidance documents will be 
useful teaching resources and will help students in completing 
their RSR project and also encourage them to explore 
Wicklow’s rich history for possible topics for the project.

Researching History
Wicklow County Archives Service

A quick guide to finding and recording 
information on an historical topic

Teachers and Students Guide to 
Wicklow County Archives  

 

Leaving Certificate History Research Study Report

5
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSISTV or Radio Documentary, Podcast
Title

Year

Channel
Writer / Director Presenter / Narrator
Date Accessed
Type of source

Primary 
Secondary Written  Visual  Oral  Aural  Tactile 

Information Gathered / Notes Taken:

Strengths of Source:

Weaknesses of Source:

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type

Wicklow County Archives 

Teachers’ Guide to the 

History Research Study Report

 

Leaving Certificate 
History Research Study Report  

A Guide on how to Research 
Wicklow County Archives

 

Leaving Certificate History 
Research Study Report  

Student’s Guide to the RSR 
Wicklow County Archives

 

THE GUIDE TO THE ARCHIVES

The purpose of the guide is to make 
students aware of the history around 
them in County Wicklow and its impact 
locally, nationally and internationally. It also 
outlines the kind of historical information 
available in both the Wicklow County 
Archives and the Our Wicklow Heritage 
website and how that can be used in 
supporting topic selection for the History 
RSR.

Wicklow County Archives and the Our Wicklow Heritage website hold an enormous amount of information 
on the history of the county, its people and places. While a good deal of the information is local in its nature, 
the county did not exist in isolation of important national and international events. From the 1798 rebellion, the 
famine, the struggle for votes for Catholics and later women’s enfranchisement, 1916, World War I, the War of 
Independence, through the Civil War, the establishment of the state and industrial and economic development, 
the people and places of Wicklow all had a role to play.



GUIDE TO THE RSR - TEACHERS

A comprehensive guide to the 
RSR for teachers, based closely 
on NCCA guidance, which covers 
general guidelines, the planning and 
development process and marking 
indicators. It also includes a number of 
case studies for evaluation purposes.

GUIDE TO THE RSR - STUDENTS

A step by step guide to completing 
the RSR project from topic selection, 
establishing its historical significance, 
beginning research, developing 
the outline plan, source evaluation, 
completing the essay and the review 
process, including a final checklist.

Leaving Certificate History 
Research Study Report  

Student’s Guide to the RSR 
Wicklow County Archives
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WHAT IS THE RSR?

The Research Study Report (RSR) is based around researching a topic of interest and historical 

significance, and writing an essay based on the topic. The RSR is worth up to 100 marks, so 

you have the opportunity to have up to 20% before sitting the exam in June. 

While it involves a good deal of work, students’ generally achieve high marks in the Research 

Study Report. Choosing a topic that interests you makes the work much easier to undertake. 

The RSR is completed individually over the course of 5th and/or 6th year. It is handwritten, 

in a booklet provided by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and submitted in March/

April of 6th year. All work submitted must be your own, plagiarism or using work completed by 

somebody else could impact you – your results can be withheld in situations where plagiarism is 

discovered. 

You should, where possible, keep copies of all the information and sources you use until results 

are issued. It is also very important that you cite and reference all of the sources used in your 

report as this will affect your marks. More information on how to correctly cite information 

sources is shown later in this document. 

It is advisable to have a folder and a refill pad that is specifically for all work related to your RSR.

The RSR contains four different sections:

Section

Marks

1 The Outline Plan

15

2 Evaluation of Sources Higher Level need a minimum of 3 sources. 25

Ordinary Level need a minimum of 2 sources.

3 The Extended Essay Higher Level 1,200 – 1,500 words 50

Ordinary Level 600 – 800 words.

4 The Review of the Process

10

Note: The word count for the extended essay includes the Review of the Process.

Wicklow County Archives —  Student’s Guide to the History RSR 3General Approach
It is advisable to create a plan of how you intend on completing the RSR.  

A good path to follow is:

1. Selecting topic for research and explaining why you selected this topic, as well as why it is 

considered historically significant. 2. Writing down what you already know about the topic. 3. Deciding what you would like to find out more about, or what questions you would like to 

know the answer to. 
4. Finding sources to use and research. (See “How to Research” paper at https://www.

wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Arts-Heritage-Archives/Archives/Collections/Digitised-Collections

5. Gathering information that is relevant from the sources. 6. Using information previously known, and newly gathered, to answer your questions and 

present your ideas as part of ‘The Extended Essay’. 7. Completing a number of drafts for the different sections in the RSR booklet.

HOW TO RESEARCH HISTORY

A guide to carrying out History 
Research, primary and secondary 
resources, establishing the historical 
significance of the topic. Selecting a 
focused topic, formulating questions, 
finding sources, citing sources and 
linking research and evidence.

Leaving Certificate 
History Research Study Report  

A Guide on how to Research 
Wicklow County Archives
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We need to understand the historical significance of an event, person or issue before we research it. 

Really, we need to know why it is an important part of history. If it is only important to an individual family, 

then it would not be historically significant for everyone. But, if it is a person from a family who was 

involved in a national or international movement, that would be historically significant for more people. 

For example: ‘Researching an uncle who fought in WWI’ will be significant for your family, but not 

everyone and would not meet the criteria of being “Historically Significant”. ‘Understanding the role of 

Irish soldiers from Wicklow in WWI’ will be historically significant to a lot of people. ‘Exploring the 

childhood of Robert Barton’ may not be as historically significant as ‘Analysing the role of Robert 

Barton in the Treaty Negotiations’. 

It is also important that the topic being researched is something you are interested in. The aim is to 

further one’s understanding and knowledge of a topic. The more interest you have in the topic being 

researched, the easier it should be to engage with the topic, it will be easier and more enjoyable. 

A focused topic

In order to limit the amount of work you have to do and to give your RSR response some depth you need 

to make your topic focused on a specific issue – e.g., apply dates, a specific event in a person’s life, a 

specific building during a period of in history. The following table will give you some indication as to the 

difference between a general and focused topic:

General Focused

The 1798 Rebellion South or West Wicklow and the 1798 Rebellion

The Great Famine The Coolattin Estate during the Famine

The Poor Law and the Shillelagh Workhouse

Death and Emigration from Wicklow during the Famine

Ireland and World War I Wicklow women in WWI

WWI impact on Wicklow

Wicklow men in the great War

Kynoch Munitions, Arklow and WWI

Wicklow Women Jennie Wyse Power - Women’s right activist 1858 - 1941

Anna Parnell - Ladies Land League

Teresa Dargan - Poor Law Union and Rathdrum Rural District Council

(See: RSR Worksheets: Why is my topic historically significant?)

Complete I have selected a topic for research and understand 

how it is historically significant.

How to Research —  Wicklow County Archives and History RSR 5Formulating questions 
Now that a topic has been decided, the next step is to come up with some questions that will be 

answered about the event/person/issue. You should aim to have 3-5 questions as part of the research. These questions should focus on 

something in particular i.e. they should be focused and not too broad. There are two types of questions, 

and there should be at least one question from each. Think about creating questions that will show off 

your skills acquired in History. 

Factual Questions: 
Analytical Questions:

They ask you to research specific information To answer analytical questions that you have posed, 
you must go through the sources. 

Type of Questions:
Type of Questions:

Who? What? When?  Where? Why? How? Why is something historically significant? Comparing events/people/issues. Finding the cause of events/issues. Assessing the impact or consequences of a person’s 
actions/event.Generally, this type of question will have one 

definite answer. Answers are not given in all the research, instead you 
must come to your own conclusion.

When creating your questions, keep it specific to the topic. Also make sure that it is something you are 

interested in finding more information about. 
Complete I have created a few questions on my topic. I aim to answer 

these questions as part of my research process.

Researching History
Wicklow County Archives Service

A quick guide to finding and recording 
information on an historical topic

Case Study: The Famine in Co. Wicklow

No other event in Irish history has had such an enormous 
effect on the country than the famine of 1845 – 1849. 
The country’s population fell from around 8.4 million to 
6.6 million by 1851 and, of these some 1 million died of 
starvation and disease and between 1845 and 1855 
around 2 million emigrated.

Wicklow was not the worst effected county in Ireland. 
Nevertheless its population fell by 30%, from 110,000 in 
1821 to 78,000 in 1871.

The Workhouse and Poor Law records of Rathdrum and 
Shillelagh, provide a fascinating insight into the hardships 
which ordinary people suffered at the time.

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
SSoouurrcceess
Website
https://heritage.wicklowheritage.org/topics/the
-famine-in-county-wicklow/the-famine-in-
county-wicklow-education-resource-pack

AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  
WWeebb  SSoouurrcceess

The four web pages provided a great overview of the 
impact of the Famine in Wicklow. The eye-witness 

reports and the Bray People article put a human face to 
the suffering. The Coolattion Lives site provides details 

of individuals and families on the estate during the 
period.

The Famine in Wicklow educational pack, in particular, 
provides a vast amount of information on the county at 
the time, the impact of the famine and the role of the 
Poor Law Unions and the Workhouses in attempting to 

alleviate the suffering.

Worksheet 4 – Source Analysis, 
is used to record what you’ve 
found out about the topic and 
to record the source 
information.

The PowerPoint presentation 
is a quick guide to carrying 
out historical research, 
source identification, 
recording of evidence, 
citation of sources and 
assessment of the 
information gathered. It 
uses a case study topic, 
in this case the famine in 
Wicklow, to walk through the 
information gathering and 
assessment stages.



Wicklow County Archives, 
Wicklow Library, The Mall, Main Street, Wicklow,  
County Wicklow A67 X504 
P: (0404) 67025       E: archives@wicklowcoco.ie 

The Support Materials
All of the support materials are available online and free to download at: https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/
Services/Arts-Heritage-Archives/Archives/Collections/Digitised-Collections

Format Content

Guide to the County Archives for 
Teachers and Students

PDF & 
Print

A guide to the Wicklow County Archives and the Our 
Wicklow Heritage website and the resources available to 
help you complete your project

Teacher’s Guide to the RSR PDF A guide of the processes and requirements for completing 
the RSR project.

Student’s Guide to the RSR PDF Step by step guide to how to complete the RSR, with 
guidance and checklists

How to do Historical Research PowerPoint A presentation on how to approach historical research

How to do Historical Research - 
Student Guide

PDF Where to find information sources. How to carry out 
research, record your findings and correctly cite information 
sources

RSR Worksheets PDF A series of worksheets to help students record their 
findings

 

RSR WORKSHEETS

A series of worksheets to assist 
students  in topic selection, 
information gathering and 
assessments and source 
citation.
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WORKSHEET 2: CHOOSING A TOPIC

Topic:

How will I  
narrow  
the focus?

Why am I 
interested in 
researching this 
topic?

Possible  
Sources:

1

2

3

3

Student’s History RSR Worksheets—   Wicklow County Archives

WORKSHEET 3: WHY IS MY TOPIC HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT?Topic

Reason I selected this topic

Which of the 4 R’s (remembered, remarkable, resulting in change, revealing) 

 is relevant to this topic? Why?

1

Student’s History RSR Worksheets—   Wicklow County ArchivesWORKSHEET 1: KEY WORD DEFINITIONSMatch the word to the correct definition.

Reliable  Corroboration  Fact     Exaggerate Opinion  Primary 
Biased       Source   Proof   Secondary
Word:

Definition:

A source created after the time being studied. 

To make the truth bigger. 

A  person’s thoughts or feelings. 

A source that comes from the time being studied. 

Information that is supported or backed up by evidence. 
A story that could be partly true or only tells one side of the story. 

100% true and can be proven. 

Where we get historical information from. 

Something we can trust or is truthful. 

5

Student’s History RSR Worksheets—   Wicklow County Archives

WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSISTV or Radio Documentary, Podcast
Title

Year

Channel
Writer / Director Presenter / Narrator
Date Accessed
Type of source

Primary 
Secondary Written  Visual  Oral  Aural  Tactile 

Information Gathered / Notes Taken:

Strengths of Source:

Weaknesses of Source:

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSISTV or Radio Documentary, Podcast
Title

Year

Channel
Writer / Director Presenter / Narrator
Date Accessed
Type of source

Primary 
Secondary Written  Visual  Oral  Aural  Tactile 

Information Gathered / Notes Taken:

Strengths of Source:

Weaknesses of Source:

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type


